Softball team heating up fast.
see Softhall, PAGE 33D
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Students remember Sept. 11 tragedies.
see Apathetic or Patriotic, PAGE 9A
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Both JE Jacobs and Hawkins Construction Co. confirm that the overall
renovation project will be completed by late 2004.

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Ronnie Bonin, with Pitlor and Son Inc.(PSI), welds piping together that was installed in the building for the heating and air-conditioning system. PSI did a variety of welding and cutting for the renovations at school. Bonin did most of
his welding work outside during the summer months. This was a safety precaution in order to get the majority of the hazardous welding done before school resumed.

Bonin (RIGHT) ensures that he
has precision with the piping. .
He sizes and shapes the pipes
for the air conditioning inside
the school. Bonin and co-worker
Eddie Head came to Omaha from
Bueamont, Texas to help PSI
with the renovation of the school
and piping over the summer. PSI
worked on large amounts of pipe
needed in the basement.

see PITLOR AND SON ON PAGE 49E
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BYKATIE BACKMAN

By Dec. 19, renovating companies will have six out of 11
total phases complete.

This summer was one of the most eventtul for the
renovation project, Principal Jerry Bexten said. With the
construction, Bexten and project managers wanted to focus
on safery.

“This summer, they (construction workers) moved into
the school,” he said. “They worked hard on building all the
new additions.”

He said before summer was when renovations truly
began for the faculty. The teachers in the basement, south-
west side of the first floor, nurse’s office, library, guidance
office, art department and staff room had to move all their
belongings into boxes.

The storage areas were securely locked to make sure
nothing could fall on a person or be stolen.

The teachers labeled the boxes with contents and the
destination it was supposed to go for storage.

Bexten said the Omaha Public Schools (OPS) working
crews came in to move the boxes and furniture. House keep-

ing specialist Doug Fritz said the crews moved the items into
the courtyard and auditorium.

Assistant principal Paul Semrad said the school is in
quite a few phases right now.

“We are in Phase 4, Phase 1B, Phase 1A, Phase 3A and
Phase 3B,” he said.

FIRST FLOOR

The rooms of the first floor were a part of Phase 3B.

Construction workers’ job inside the main section of
the building was to lower the ceilings 1.5 feet. This is to
make enough room to fit the duct work for air conditioning.
Bexten said that it was the main event that caused classrooms
10 move.

Rooms 122, 127, 130, 131, 133, staff room and guidance
offices are now ready for the air conditioning to be turned on.
During the renovation with these rooms, there were walls
built to keep out unauthorized people from the work areas.

“Basically the foreign languages classrooms are com-
pleted,” Bexten said.

Freshman Benford Hill said the classrooms that were

Continued to RENOVATIONS on PAGE 46E

BY JOHN KENDALL

Senior Philip Witchger was gassed
e involved in a youth protest against
“ American war in Iraq, during his stay in
o, Ecauador last summer.

Witchger was staying in the country
tause he was participating in a foreign
‘hange program. He said that there
Te several large protests, but most of
‘M remained peaceful without any
jjor problems.

However, there was one that had a
£¢ youth protest, where things got a
e out of hand.

He said there was a two-mile march
Fough the major street to the US.
hbassy where a lot of chanting and
'lesting was taking place.

_Police officials lined up on the streets
th tall shields making a wall between the
lestors and the embassy.

Witchger said that it was a peaceful
test like the others until it began to get
ttle out of control. People up front got a
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little rowdy and began throwing things.

“Somebody must have thrown a bottle
and possibly a rock,” he said.

It was not long before an armored
vehicle was driven out into the middle
of the crowd and CS (chlorobenzylidene
malonite) gas, commonly known as tear
gas, and other assorted gases were shot out
the crowd.

Witchger said gas was launched in
about 20 different areas, and even though
he was on the outskirts of the crowd, one
canister exploded not far from him,

“Immediately you felt like you
couldn’t breathe,” he said, “and you had
tears pouring from your eyes.”

Witchger said that the cloud of gas
covered about 100 meters, and people just
started running.

“It was extremely, extremely painful,”
he said.

He ran about three blocks until
he finally felt like he was away from

Continued to Witchger on Page 4A

Childeren are left behind
Legislation fails to support
students.

PAGE 20B

Senior gassed in Ecuador during war protest

An expended canister of CS (tear) gas was picked up by Witch-
ger after a failed war protest in Ecuador. It is usually used for

riot control by police. Witchger witnessed this first hand.

NSIDE
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Central’s scary movie picks
Students at Central vote on the
scariest movies.

State law bans gay marriages,
students argue for equal rights

m ACLU ofhcal

says federal gov.
fails to recognize
civil unions.

BY DANIELLE WELTY

American  Civil  Liberties Union
(ACLU) in Nebraska is pl:ndmg a lawsuit
concerning the right for gays to have the
same privileges as heterosexuals after being
united in a civil union.

Donna Colley, a lawyer at Berens and
Tate Law, is directly affected by the lawsuit
because it determines what her and her
partner Margoux Town-Colley’s rights are.

“In Nebraska, when proposition 416

PAGE 21C

came along, the constitution was amended
and basically limited the rights of certain
citizens,” Colley said.

She said according to 416, any domestic
partnership between two individuals of the
same sex is not valid.

Colley said that the Bill of Rights is
supposed to help protect every citizen's
rights, but in this case, those rights were
taken away.

"ACLU and some other groups
filed lawsuits that said that 416 was
unconstitutional according to the United
States law,” Colley said. “The lawsuit has
gays held at different standards, and it’s
much harder for us to get the same rights
when lobbying for such things as health
insurance in comparison to a heterosexual
couple.”

She said that the lawsuit is pending in

Continued to ACLU on Page 7A
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Students help

Kiwanis Club
at city festival

BY JOHN KENDALL

Members
of the Central
High School Key
Club assisted §
at River City [
Round Up in |
late September |
at the Quest
Convention
Center in order

to help it

sponsor, the

Kiwanis Club. Havlovic
“The Key

Club is like a Central version of the
Kiwanis Club,” said sponsor Delayne
Havlovic.

He said that the Kiwanis Club is a
downtown organization where people
can go in order to find service work, and
hold fund raisers to support‘separate
projects later in the year.

Havlovic said that the students
would be helping the Kiwanis Club out
with a raffle that they do every year for
a truck or a motorcycle.

It is a big fund raiser where only
1,000 tickets are sold and are $50 a
piece.

He said the Kiwanis Club goes
there to make its presence known, and
the Key Club students will be going
there to work for experience.

Havlovic said that the students will
be paired up with a team of adults from
the Kiwanis Club and will go about
their individual projects.

He said that he hopes that the
students will who participate will
develop a good relationship with the
adults at the Kiwanis Club.

Team plays out
court scenarios

BY JOHN KENDALL

Mock Trial team got off to a slow
start this year with undecided members
and a vague idea on coaches, sponsor
Vicki Deniston Reed said.

She said that the team currently
has about eight working students, six
students who were getting started
and six to 10 students who are just
interested.

Deniston Reed said that teams are
made of six students and two alternates,
and consist of three lawyers and three
witnesses. There are two teams started,
and a third as a possibility.

Sophomore Abby Prest, a witess,
said that she is currently preparing for
the first scrimmage.

She said that there has yet to be
any information concerning a coach
to come and teach the students how
to go about handling a court case, but
there is a possibility that a student from

Creighton University who has coached .

in the past may come to help.

Prest said she studies by
memorizing her witness profile, which
consist of all personal information as to
her character in the case.

“Most of the competition depends
on knowing the rules of procedure,”
Deniston Reed said.

She said that anyone can just read
through a case, but students have to
know exactly when it is appropriate
to object, how to object and use other
related manners.

“The students have to be able to
argue both sides,” Deniston Reed said.

She said the students do not
know which side they are going to be
defending when they go to compete.

The court cases the students
partake in are entirely fictional.

She said the competitions work
like a flow chart, and if a team loses
twice it is eliminated.

Chess club pushes
to prepare for high
level of Metro play

BY BRIAN LEE

The Chess Club has plans of
returning to state this school year in
February or March.

Sponsor Drew Thyden said the
team hopes to win the trophy from the
tournament again.

Other than the state competition,
the club will compete in the Metro
League Tournament in the beginning
of next year and possibly even the
National Tournament at the end of the
school year.

The club meets every Wednesday
in room 340 from 3 p.m. untl 5 p.m.

Thyden said the club works with
the more experienced players who
then teach beginners, a pattern which
improves the club as a whole.

The ChessClub’s president is
senior Nate Horrell and the team
captain is senior Jay Harmon.

On Saturday, Nov. 22, the third
annual chess tournament will begin at
9 am. and end at 2 p.m.

Thyden said he is always looking
for more students to join the club and
the doors are always open during the
meetings for new players.
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Site coordinator for the new College Bound Club, Trish Marcuzzo helps freshman Matthew Moffitt prepare for college. She tells Moffitt the necessary require-

ments for each school and informs him on different scholarship opportunities.

Teacher helps students understand college preparations

BY BRIAN LEE

Trish Marcuzzo, the site coordinator for the College Bound Club (CBC),
is in charge of all of the details surrounding the college preparatory assistance
program that used to be known as Math Science Upward Bound (MSUB).

CBC is a program set up for dedication to the development of students
study skills.

It focuses on the needs of those students who are struggling or those who
just think that they need assistance in order to stay on track for college.

This program and the source of the grants involved with it are provided
through the federally funded Applied Information Management Institute
(AIM).

Currently there are 76 applicants for the CBC. Marcuzzo is in charge of
looking them over and making the executive decision of who can and cannot
be allowed membership.

Only 50 smdents will be approved, meeting the gotal capacity of the club.
Some have already been approved and there are membeérs who decided to carry
their memberships over from last year.

“It helps people that don't have a lot of money or whose parents never
went to college,” freshman Matthew Moffitt said.

Moffitt is a returning club member who is enjoying the benefits of the club
for his second year.

“She’s (Marcuzzo) a nice lady,”
likes to care for people.”

Marcuzzo worked for only four years as a teacher after earning her degree
at Creighton University, then became the principal at Fontenelle Elementary
School, where she remained for 30 years.

“So many of the kids that went to Fontenelle when I was there go here
now,” Marcuzzo said. “I didn't realize until | came here how much [ missed the
kids.”

Marcuzzo was given a five year grant, taking over for her predecessor,
Jennifer Dickey.

Principal Jerry Bexten said he is very supportive of what CBC does for the
students.

“It’s a great program for those students who are involved in it,”
said.

Moffitt said. “She never gets mad and she

Bexten

When Marcuzzo first started out this year, she made the decision to
change the name of the program. Formerly known as MSUB, she felt that the
name did not express enough of the real focus that the program offers.

According to the CBC mission statement, “Through the development
of your academic skills, opportunities to further your education and reach a
brighter future can be attained.”

In order to be a member of the CBC, a student is required to participate,
attend school regularly, maintain or improve his grades and demonstrate appro-
priate social and life skills.

“The purpose of the program is to mentor and assist selected students,”
Marcuzzo said, “To obtain their goal of attending college.”

The teachers who provide tutoring for CBC are English teacher Cristina
Hiddleston, science teacher Mark Smith, math teachers Kelly Murphy and
Mindy Morgan.

CBC has a service learning agreement through OPS, with Professor Kevin

/Graham. of ' the. Creighton:Philosophy: depammh‘m
‘comé from Créighton arid provide dssistance as well. ™=

Within the perimeters of this service learning agreement students from
Creighton who assist the CBC in tutoring its members get credit hours that are
required for Professor Graham's class.

“Compared to being an elementary student,” Marcuzzo said, “high school
is totally different.”

Marcuzzo is very impressed with the kids here and really enjoys the stu-
dents that she specifically works with.

The CBC has a Monday Speaker Series, where different job opportunities
are discussed. Speakers will come with actual job openings or with information
that will assist a student who is looking for a long term or short-term job.

They also visit colleges and take tours.

“Going to college campuses,” Marcuzzo said, “they get to see what college
life is all about.”

Nita Merrigan-Potthoff helps to coordinate the way in which students will
be provided assistance. Some students end up in PASS (room 047), others in the
CBC, but Merrigan-Potthoff and Marcuzzo work together to decide just how
all of it will get organized.

“Anything we can do to help them maintain grades,” Marcuzzo said. “We
do what we can to help them persue college education.”

UPCOMING EVENTS

"
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2 (THURS.) HALL OF FAME BANQUET

Central’s Alumni Association will induct the selected Hall of Fame alumni Oct. 2 at 6:30 p.m. Dinner will be served, followed by the

presentation of awards.

4 (SAT) HOMECOMING DANGCE

The dance is scheduled from 7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. at Norris Middle School. Students dress should be appropriate and will not be admit-

ted if wearing denim. Readmittance will not be allowed.

6 (MON.) CURRICULUM DAY

This is a curriculum day for the teachers, so no students are to be present at school.

11 (SAT) SAT EXAM

Students should arrive between 8 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. They should bring calculators and pencils.

14-16 (TUES. - THURS.) UNDERCLASS YEARBOOK PHOTOS

The photos are to be taken during the students’ English classes. They will be held on the stage.

17 (FRI.) SENIOR YEARBOOK PHOTOS

Seniors who missed the deadline on Oct. 1, or didn’t have photos taken, will meet in the lower level of the courtyard. Photos can be

taken throughout the day, at the students’ convenience.

17 (FRI.) BLOOD DRIVE

American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held during the entire day. Sign up for the drive is available in the courtyard during the lunch
hours. To donate blood, you must be 17 years old or more than a 110-pounds.

25 (SAT) ACT EXAM

The ACT exam is scheduled for 8 a.m. Use the west e

ntrance and park on Davenport street. Come prepared for this important test.
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Club member

climb for fun,
to better skillg

k) nd
BY BRIAN LEE ool

sta
Twice a month, Rock Climby pden
Club sponsor Jean Whitten leads Sc
group of 10 students to scale the ind, [o_ry
climbing wall at the South-Southw ality
YMCA. o
Club co-presidents, junior Se; ol
McCall and sophomore Eli Bloom 4 ]
two members who attend regularly. o
Members meet Whitten at sch 6
on Thursday nights. They leave in lear
school van at about 5:30 p.m. and rery L
around 8:30 p.m. d d
Members usually climb from ¢ 2
p-m. until 8 p.m. Olillg!
Initially, members are required A
bring an insurance and a health form g
order for them to climb or take par p
any of the club’s activities. &
Every time a climb is schedule ‘P v
those members who wish to particip.§ T
are required to bring an updated parcf .
permission form. e
Only 10 members can attend ¢,
climb. . 3
Whitten is belay trained, b
because she is one of the only pe;
trained, the possibilities of the Iy
expansion and training are narrowe:|
Members hope to get a group |
members officially belay trained in
next month or two. ¢ din
“It's a tough sport,” Whitten s %
“It actually requires a certain body bu
to do well.”
The clubs membership is at |4
double the size of the only 10 memb
capacity for a climb.
It is always open to e
membership, and climbs will hopei |
begin in October.

Skaters look fo

new way to wii

BY MIKE SMITH

This year the Skateboarding (!
has around 10 members and two
three students returned from
year, sponsor for the club Christ{
Heckman said.

In the previous years, the c
didn’t accomplish as much as it wants
Heckman said.

“I have high expectations !
year,” Heckman said.

The club is hoping to have a cof

Was a SUCCESs a year ago.

Due to the grant that gave aff
school activities money was not gi
to Central this year, Heckman said t!
they had to find other means of fui
raising.

She said that the students are p!
ning on different fund raisers throu;
out the year.

Overall she thinks that the
will end on a positive note.

French students pla
field trips, tradition

BY NICKI THOMAS

The French Club tradiu
continues with field trips and eve
throughout this school year.

French teacher and spon:
Beverly Fellman said the year start
by going to the Joslyn Art Museum
see the french exhibit, that has paintu
from the 19th and 20th century.

Co-sponsor Kristin Longacre s
she scheduled
other activities : |
including the [
University
of  Nebraska
at Lincoln
Language Fair,
cosmic bowling
and a trip to
Vala’s Pumpkin
Patch.

She said
the club s .
picking  out Erikson
pumpkins to donate to the Childre
Hospital for Halloween.

“The students are looking forw
to the pumpkin patch trip,” Longa
said. “I really think the students ¥
have a good time.”

Senior Katie Erikson said she fe
the French club is very rewarding.

“It not only makes me feel g
inside, but it makes the kids feel goo
Erikson said.

She said she enjoys helping {
kids and making their days happier
donating the pumpkins.

Fellman said it is one of the
that stays active during the entire schf
year.

“There are around 60 mem
this year,” Fellman said.
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BY KATIE BACKMAN

S (Omaha Public Schools (OPS), Grand
1nd  Public Schools, Lexington Public
hools and Sioux City Schools are suing
E: «ate due to inadequate funding for its
i -_Il"_{'l‘.[‘\.
it ¢ ;phomore Dena Rennard sits in her
s SOTy lass trying to pay attention, but the
og § 1y of the textbook and 30 other students
ve ;J_iL obstacles. She said a lot of the books
L oudated or too damaged to be useful.
€l jeachers want us (students) to
an eed.” Rennard said, "but we can't
,cceed when we are supposed to use trash
104 learn with.”

|egal council for OPS Dave Pedersen
4 the lawsuit is for school districts that
number of high-need students, not
ough funding for quality teachers or do
. have funding for classes or programs to
orove students learning,
What's happening now is we (districts
¢ filed the lawsuit) are waiting for a
Lmonse from the state that should be on
. 1, Pedersen said.

'hen on Oct. 15, there will be a brief
auen argument submitted by ‘the state

.ussing why the case should be dismissed.
ag 7 the school districts are required to be
«pond to the written document. On Dec. 2
by . state will respond to that document and
OPY. .\ the motion will be orally argued on
luf ity 8. 2004 in court.
d. l¢ said there is no dollar amount set,
P 4 .« hool districts are just waiting for the
th at declare that it is unconstitutional
finding. He said it is the state’s responsibility
sa%] mge the funding system to conform to
ui

ney BY MIKE SMITH
Full

I with teaching.

Ihe new social studies department head wasn't always

its needs.

Principal Jerry Bexten said that OPS
stated the spending is less than the state
a\*crﬂgc,

Sophomore Kelly Womochil said that
she doesn’t think the school districts should
be suing the state because the state is already
in debt for money.

The current funding system violates the
needs of schools in the state, Pedersen said.

“The state does as good as it can to give
us money,” Womochil said.

Nebraska is basing the funding for the
2003 to 2004 school year on records and
demographics of students from two school
years ago, Pedersen said. He said the number
of students who are in higher need has been
growing rapidly.

Spanish teacher Vickie Anderson said
that the state doesn’t fund all school districts
adequately when the districts are at shortfall.

The easiest thing for the state to do is cut
funding, she said.

“The state needs to recognize that
students cost more,” Pedersen said.

Anderson, who is also the vice president
of Nebraska State Education Association
said that the lawsuit should make people
recognize funding for new textbooks,
classroom supplies and teachers is low.

“If the state wants the best teachers, it
will have to pay for them,” Anderson said.

Rennard said she thinks the school
needs more funding for special education
students as well. She said in her English class,
the teachers are distracted with their class
size and don't help all of the students with
schoolwork like themes.

“It seems like some teachers just expect

He then obtained a Master of History from the University

of Alabama.

0] harles Hinkle used to fly spy planes for the govern-  located in Bellevue.
went. During the Vietnam War, Hinkle was commissioned
» | 5 sccond lieutenant in the U.S. Air force.
L] iinkle said that he flew spy planes for more than 14  later, he moved to Omaha.

1 the Air force, I flew anything from heavy bombers to

A rs.” hesaid.
Cly i said he traveled to Vietnam three times and was
ol I in the Gulf War. During his time in the US. Air  department head at Central.
lag i, e obtained two masters degrees. He received his first
stirg |0 legree in Colorado at Boulder. [ said why not,” Hinkle said.
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Ihen he obtained a degree in public administration
clufor (olden Gate University in San Francisco at California.

Hinkle obtained his last military assignment
as Chief of Operations at Offut Air Force Base,

After his retirement, Hinkle moved to Texas
and received a teaching certificate. Then four years

He chose the district because he couldn’t han-
dle being away from his daughter and grandchild.
Initially he taught at Benson High School
for three years and he heard of an opening for a

“Everyone gave me consideration to do it, so

He said with this position he is able to have a higher level
of leadership by being in charge of a department.

the students to know how to write themes,”
Rennard said.

The students don't only cost more, but
adequate teachers costs more as well.

Junior Jeremy Price said that in some of
his classes, the students can get loud to the
point where the teacher can’t handle it.

He said the school could use more
teachers to make each of the classes
maintainable.

Diversity of students with economical
status and special needs students are greater
in Omaha, Anderson said.

She said all the districts are in need of
funding and she doesn’t like the fact that
Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) decided to back
the state in the lawsuit.

LPS did not file in the lawsuit with the
other districts, Pedersen said. He said that
LPS is going to sit in on the court dates and
if the state is proven to have inadequate
funding, LPS is there to get their fraction of
the funds.

Rennard said that LPS doesn’t have
as many students in the district and that is
one reason she thinks it chose not to sue the
state,

Senior Evan Anderson at Lincoln
Southeast High School said that in his classes,
the average number of students is around 20
to 25 kids.

Rennard said the average class size she
has is about 30 or more students.

E. Anderson said that he thinks LPS
doesn't focus a lot of attention to the
high-need programs and should give more
funding to those areas.

Elected member of the LPS school
board, Ed Zimmer said that the two districts

But this

have been discussing the entire thing with
Omaha for a long time and the funding
seems primarily a political problem.

He said that most court-order litigation
would take 10 years to address the problem.

That is why LPS had to make careful
decisions and disagree.

LPS couldn’t ignore the funds, so the
districts had shared concerns, he said. But
decided the best way was to not join in the
lawsuit against the state.

“We (the school board) did file to
intervene with the court sessions,” Zimmer
said.

Anderson said her and LPS aren’t
getting along at the moment because the

" chose the state’s side instead of staying out
of the lawsuit.

“It’s like they (LPS) are abandoning their
brothers,” she said.

LPS has about 32,000 students, Zimmer
said. He said that 15 to 16 percent of the
students do have free or reduced lunch
and that 30 percent aren’t native English
speakers.

“I think it's undeserved,” E. Anderson
said. “If they (LPS school board) didn't
feel it was necessary to complain about
these problems, then they shouldn’t feel it
necessary to collect on them either.”

Challenges have affected all kinds of
programs in LPS, Zimmer said.

He said these programs must be
addressed, but funding can’t focus on certain
departments.

The lawsuit for the budget isn't to
gain funding for one specific area, but is to
increase all the resources as a whole. He said
LPS is in need of more funding overall.

-\ir force pilot retires from flying missions to teach social studies

promotion doesn’t take away from his guidance

that he conducts during his classes.

Hinkle

Senior Katie Lydiatt said that she is getting
used to Hinkle.
“I am used to Ms. Hipp's teaching and he’s

just not the same,” Lydiatt said.

Lydiatt said that Hinkle knows the mate-
rial, but she feels that she isn't learning it in the
best way.

Hinkle said that it is a bit hectic right now
getting used to everything, but he said that he is
being treated well amongst the staff at Central.

Hinkle said that former department head
Carol Hipp had a very well-represented reputa-
tion.

He said that he will not try and compete with her legacy,
but will do the best job possible that he can.

istricts fight state on funding equality

INFORMATION COURTESY OF THE COLLEGE BOARD

Kansas State University

Locatlon: Manhattan, Kansas

Admission: 62% of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year public university.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 18,612.

Freshman Admisslon: majors available in agriculture, fine
arts, business, communications, education, engineering,
family consumer science, health occupations, humanities,
information service, leisure and fitness, pre-professional,
science /math, social studies, and vocational /technical.

Application Deadlines: n/a.

Hastings College

Location: Hastings, Nebraska

Admission: 86% of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year private Presbyterian university.
Undergraduate Enroliment: 1,030.

Freshman Admisslon: majors available in arts/fine arts,
business, communications, education, engineering,
health occupants, humanities, information science,
law and protective services, leisure and fitness, pre:
professional, science/ math, and social sciences.
Application Deadlines: priority date is Mar. 1, deadline is
Aug. 1.

University of Nebraska at Kearney

Location: Kearney, Nebraska

Admisslon:96% of applicants admitted

Type: Four-year public university.

Undergraduate Enroliment: 5,407.

Freshman Admisslons: majors available in agriculture, arts/
fine arts, business, communications, cultural studies,
education, family consumer science, health occupations,
humanities, information science, leisure and fitness,
pre:professional, science/math, social sciences and
vocational/technical.

Application Deadlines: priority date is Aug. 1.

University of Missouri at Columbia

Location: Columbia, Missouri

Admisslon: 64% of applicants admitted.

Type: Four-year public university.

Undergraduate Enrollment: 18,179.

Freshman Admisslons: majors available in agriculture, arts/
fine arts, business, communications, cultural studies,
education, engineering, family consumer science,

health occupations, humanities, information science,
leisure and fitness, science/ math, and social sciences.
Application Deadlines: priority date is May 1.

FACTORY EYEGLASS OUTLET

325 N. 72nd STREET 551.1639

QUALITY GLASSES, COMPLETE FROM §$19.95
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New budget woes result in same problem of lack of funding

BY MIKE SMITH

I'he budget for 2003 to 2004 is taking away funding from
areas and programs in need at Omaha Public Schools (OPS).

The OPS school board approved the budget unanimously
last month for this school vear.

Director of public information for OPS Luanne Nelson
said that the priorities of the Board of Education are its
students and statt.

“Our goal 1s to keep cuts away from the classroom,” she
\.iht.

Junior Matthew McGuire said that the money in the
budget should go to teachers and renovations.

\fter the board approved the budget, board member
Shirley Tyree made a motion about the budget.

“The budget is inadequate to provide the programs and
services necessary to give each student in the district equal
access to a quality education,” Tyree said. .

Nelson said that OPS is concerned about the quality of
teaching students the English language and the children who
live in low income homes.

I'he budget reduces spending in some areas of OPS,
but ncreases others. The increases are nearly $10 million,

or almost 3 percent higher than the general budget from last

year.

meeting stated what the suit encompassed.

District officials said they know what it takes to improve
student achievement, especially for high-needs children such
as those from low-income families and students in special

education classes.

The school district’s $336 million spending plan does

however, call for an additional amount of spending to much
needed areas.

It calls for $3.94 million for salaries, $3.36 million for

fringe benefits, $1.4 million for supplies, $732,000 for new
textbooks and $245,900 for liability insurance.

Nelson said that a main emphasis was for OPS to replace
the current textbooks in all of the high schools and middle
schools.

Another main concern, Nelson said, was to start all-day
kindergarten in all OPS elementary schools.

“Right now, OPS is the only school system in Omaha
that does not offer all-day kindergarten,” Nelson said.

Nelson said that in some elementary schools, all-day

OPS has sued state officials over Nebraska’s school-aid
formula. The argument made in August, during the board

kindergarten classes are offered. These all-day programs are

funded primarily through private donors.

McGuire said that he does not think that an all-day

kindergarten is a good idea from OPS. o
“I didn’t go to all-day kindergarten,” McGuire said.

He said that it might just be too much for kids that age,
when other school resources need more. McGuire said a good
use of money would be to make more athletic fields. The

students experience the outcome of the budget firsthand.

The lawsuit against the state affected the district’s
budget in another way. The money set aside for legal services
has increased, around $1.26 million, up from a little more

than $1 million from last year’s budget.

Nelson said that the expenses of the legal fees would be

looked into to have private donations pay for the legal costs.

“It will not impact the budget, so a private donation

fund has been set up,” Nelson said.

The 2003 to 2004 budget also calls for a tax levy of about
$1.28 per $100 valuation on property, which is up from last

year.

The increases in salaries and benefits for all OPS staff
were set before the district has completed the budget.
Though the district has completed the budget with the

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Senior A.J. Baumann, who puts in time in a tanning booth at one of E Wallington’s Body Works locations, says he’s only been tanning a few times. National health official would say
that Baumann is in a minority. Kids today are going to tanning salons more than ever, despite the risks.

Students disregard hazards for desired look

BY DANIELLE WELTY

Cancer in a tube sounds like something
students would want to avoid, but senior
Steve Salavec ignores the warnings and
contmues to tan at salons.

l'anmng salons appeal to teens because
to be tan is to be young, thin and beautitul,
as 1t is portrayed through the media. Some
salons even go as far as to say that indoor
tanning is a safe alternative to the sun.

Alumnus Dr. John Latenser said that
though many people believe that tanning
makes them beautful now, it will cause
premature  wrinkling and possible skin
cancer in later years.

A tan is a sign of skin damage,”
Latenser said. “The skin only needs a
minimal amount of sunlight to get the
proper amount of vitamin-D from the sun.”

Despite these warnings, Salavec has
continued to work at one of these tanning
salons for nearly a vear.

"My mom has been tanning for years,”
Salavec said. "I started tanning when [ was in
sixth grade, and 1 went in for five minutes,
basically because | didn’t want to wait for
my mom in the car.”

Salavec said most people go tanning
because they feel it makes them look better.

“They can get that summer glow
without having to be outside in the heat all
day,” Salavee said.

Some people tan because they believe
they are too pale, and others tan as a
result of cosmetically or personal reasons.
Cosmeucally, it can help with covering
up skin flaw such as scars or uneven
complexions.

Salavec started tanning on a regular
basis his freshman year mn high school,
soon after he applied and was hired at E
Wellington's Body Works tanning salon.

“I'have a lot of friends that 1 have talked
into tanning,” Salavec said. "I have basically
the entire freshman cheerleading squad
tanning.

There are also those who have tried
tanning and realized it was not for them.

Senior Sarah Hinchik said she went
tanning with a few friends and was soon
discouraged with the lack of results.

“I went three times and didn't really see
myselt getting any darker,” Hinchik said. "1
was also worried about cancer, so | figured it
was just a waste of my time.”

Many people choose not to tan because
of the long term damage that is done to the
skin that may include a form of skin cancer.

“Cancer is caused when DNA is injured,
and each time it replicates, the DNA is a little
off, which eventually causes cancer to form,”
Latenser said. "People with more pigment
are less likely to get skin cancer, because
they have a sort of built-in sunscreen, unlike
extremely fair-skinned people.”

According to the Interior Health
Authority, tanning lamps emit mostly
ultraviolet-A  (UVA)  radiation. UVA

penetrates the skin deeply and premarurely
ages it

If one continues to tan, the skin may
have a leathery look to it and age much
sooner than nature intended. The radiation
may also damage blood vessels.

These rays also sensitize the skin so
that sunlight will be more likely to cause
skin cancer.

Doctors are seeing more cases of skin
cancer among people who use sun lamps or
tanning beds.

Salavec said that UVA rays are the
worst for a person’s skin, when compared to
ultraviolet rays-B rays, but many people use
them because they re the cheapest.

“ treat my skin by using lots of
different moisturizers and I only ran under
ultraviolet-B rays, which are considered the
best for your skin,” Salavec said.

Salavec said that people should be
informed and know how often they should
tan for their skin type before entering a
tanning booth.

“There are some people that tan so
much [ wish I could tell them to stop, but
we're not allowed to,” Salavec said. “1do tell
the customers that if they tan for 20 minutes
everyday, to use a bed with older bulbs so
that they have less of a chance for peeling.”

Salavec also recommends for those who
tan for longer periods of time to put a towel
over their faces, because the rays are less
intense and faces tend to peel the most.

Latenser said that the areas that are
more prominent, such as the nose, forehead,
cheeks and the backs of the ears, receive
the most amount damage when exposed to
sunlight or artificial light.

“We get complaints every once and a
while because right after you come out of
the tanning bed you're really red because all
of your blood is at the surface of your skin,”
Salavec said.

He said that this is just the skin trying
to regenerate after tanning, but some people
assume right away that they've gotten
extremely burnt.

Salavec said E Wellington's Body works
sells special lotions that have tingle factors,
which bring the blood to the surface so
the cells can regenerate faster if the skin is
damaged.

Salavec said there are many precautions
one may take to make the tanning experience
a little less harmful.

He said that though many people
believe that tanning makes them look and
feel better, these individuals must consider
that this fad may cause them serious health
risks in the future as research does confirm
the link between tanning lamps and skin
cancer.

increases, teachers’ salaries have not been decided.

Carol Krejci, social studies teacher, said that they are
in the negotiation process on monitory issues.

Krejci, who is also the vice president of advncar}- i
the Omaha Education Association, said that they will h
discussions until they head back to the table on Oct. 2,

“I do as much as I can for the teachers, but where th,
get the money is their problem,” Krejci said.

Assistant superintendent Dennis Pool said that op
district-wide basis, for a ten-month certified staff, salun
have increased from $143.7 million to $146.6 million.

Krejci said that in light of the fringe benefits b
increased, it is mainly due to health insurance.

“We knew that insurance was going up, and when th
reach an agreement with us, that cost will be included in 1
raise,” Krejci said.

Krejci said to look at it form this standpoint.

“If we have 3 percent of the total package in our ra
then one percent will be the cost of health insurance,” K
said.

Pool said that if contracts for teachers and other grouy
require more money than what is budgeted, officials wy
have to defer spending in other areas.

Pranks cause mess
may lead to injury

BY DANIELLE WELTY

*Name changed to protect to protect identity.
.

Milk, yogurt and even pottery are being dropped fro
the fourth-floor stairwell to the main floor causes studen
not only to smell of soured milk for the remainder of the
but also puts them at risk for injury as well.

Senior Norman Welch said he had a pint of mj
dropped on his head during a passing period.

“I was soaked from head to waist,” Welch said. " I «
glad that it was my last period that day because I had a do
tor's appointment and I got a chance to change my clothes
I didn’t have to smell like milk.”

Welch said that his head also hurt for a while afterwar

Math teacher Susan Drummm has also had expericii
with items being dropped down the stairwells.

While watching the one side before school, Drumm
that there was a certain spot above the stairwell that studen
would drop milk and yogurt every morning.

“There was a group of kids that stood in the same
where the milk was dropped and it would splatter up all
their clothes every morning,” Drumm said. " | told ther
move, but they just shifted to the other side and they wou¥
still get milk splattered on them.” -

Drumm said that it was nearly impossible to catch
students dropping items because by the time she would re .
the fourth floor the student who was dropping food w
already have left. The students who were caught in the act
later reported by a teacher or student did sufter some sort
consequence distributed by their administrator.

Administrator Nicole Regan said that those studen
dropping objects are taken very seriously and the punishm:
can range from situation to situation,,

e ol rr

“Most likely they would réceive and out-of:school <&

pension,” Regan said. “ If the item ruins something in sch:
that would be destruction of school property and if it i
someone, that would be considered assault.”

To reduce the amount of food being dropped bef
school, teachers stood at the exits of the courtyard to prev:
students from eating their breakfast elsewhere.

“By the end of the year, students weren't allowed to v}
their breakfast out of the courtyard, but if someone put.
milk in their pocket, it's hard to catch them all,” Drun:
said.

Drumm said she had also heard of larger objects ber
dropped down the stairwell, such as pottery.

Art teacher Jane Taucreti said that students are told

act responsibly with their pottery after they leave the rooi

“Obviously something that heavy falling from i
distance could kill someone if they were hit on the head;
Taucreti said.

Art department head Larry Andrews said that studen
are usually proud of their pots and after spending so mu
time on them. He couldn't see why they would drop the
down the stairs.

“A student might have left his pottery in another cl:
and a student picked it up thinking they would have some iu
with it,” Andrews said. “It only takes one student out of 80
ruin something good.”

Senior John Smith* said that he has thrown his sharc «
items down the stairwells.

“I've thrown bottles and bottle caps and they have "
people, but that just makes it more fun,” Smith said.
doesn’t cause any serious damage and it won't hurt anyor
because they're empty.”

Administrator Dionne Kirksey said that only last ye
did the amount of items being dropped from the fourth flo¢
increase to the point where it was extremely noticeable.

“It makes me mad to think that students are doing th
for kicks when someone could become seriously injurc.
Kirksey said. “"Not only are these items being dropped hi
ardous to students, but they're also something extra the «u
todial staff has to clean up throughout the day.”

Custodian Curtis Kent said that he has only been het
for a week and has already seen his share of messes.

“They drop strawberry milk during the lunch hou
down the four side,” Kent said. "And just today we cleanc
up an entire bottle of glue that was all over the steps, w.
and railings.”

Senior returns from educational experience of coping with war, terrorism, violence

I WITCHGER CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

do something oo risky.”

world issues,” she said. “but | worried that he would

that she was most

‘Witchger said that outside of school, he joined
his fellow foreign exchange students in an array of

the £as.

“You feel like you've lost control of your own
body,” he said.

He said after it had all cleared about one-fourth
of the people that were originally there returned the
protest and who were eventually gassed again,

Witchger said that he was actually able to pick
up one of the used gas cans, which was labeled as a
“Triple Chaser Grenade,” and kept it as a souvenir,

He said the people in Quito were looking down
on him and the other Americans because they thought
that they supported George W. Bush's plans for the
war 1n lraq.

Witchger said that, at a certain point, he was
able to stand up in front of them on television and tell
them that just because he and the other Americans
were from the United States did not mean that they
agreed with what Bush was doing,

Philip’s mother, Mana Teresa Gaston, said that
he called her the very next day about the whole
situation.

“I remember having mixed feelings of being
proud of his solidarity and him being concerned about

She said worried when
Witchger stepped up in front of everyone and when
he was mountain climbing.

“In the balance of things, it was worth the risk
involved,” she said.

Gaston said she is very grateful to the host family
and to the Rotary Club because she would never have
been able to send Witchger down there.

As part of the Rotary International, Witchger
said that he was provided with a home, transportation
and other necessities for the trip.

"I was given 850 each month from the Rotary
Club,” he said. )

Witchger said that he was schooled at Liceo De
Valle. a small, wealthy, private, cight 1o 12th grade
school with all of about 400 kids.

He was captain of the basketball team, involved
in the chess club and was in the mountain climbing
club in Ecuador.

He said that when it came to classes, he did not
get much ot a choice in what he would be in, that the
classes taught were mainly history, Spanish literature,
Latin-American history and physics.

activities.

“The whole exchange program consists of 90
students from 20 different countries,” he said.

Witchger said they went to the beach, saw the
mountains, went through the Amazon jungle and
visited the Galapagos Islands.

His entire stay was about 11 months long, from
Aug. 23 last year until June 30 of this year.

He never left the country, he just traveled around
i,

He said his primary goals were to improve his
Spanish, learn more about the culture and to learn
about life in general.

Witchger said the whole point behind a lot of his
traveling was to learn about his cultural background,
his mother being Cuban.

‘I hope next summer to go to Cuba with my
mother,” he said.“It would be primarily to visit the
family sugar mill,” she said, “where my father’s side of
the family has lived for generations.”

“Thave always wanted Philip to know how to speak
Spanish and identify with the Latino community,” she
said. “It is a dream come true for me.”

e
= ]

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTE

Witchger holds the empty canister as evidence of it being thrown at him during
protest. He fled from the scene immediately, but went back for the souvenir.
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PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

OVeBtudents with asthma are required to register their condition in the school’s nurses office and keep their inhalers there. A select group of faculty members are qualified to assist

T 1

ould he nurse if an asthmatic condition arises.

ou
't, 0 R WEITY :
BY DANJELLE WELTY chial tubes so that the student can breath better.
rt o _— . . : - ;
If a student is having a food allergy, Cooper said that a
i \s the school is being torn apart for renovations, stu-  shot is given to them at once to stop and reverse whatever

health problems,. such as a asthma and allergies are  symptoms are created as a result of the allergy.

g l-.--|.----qmnrc noticeable, but there are several staff mem- “Before this was implemented, we had to have a
re throughout the building equipped with the knowledge  standing order from doctors for an EPI-pen to reverse the
hsu help if a serious situation arises. allergic reactions,” Conahan said, “But now we can admin-
o “About five or six years ago, a stu- ister whatever the student needs to reverse the

nt at Burke died on the first day of
hoo! after having an asthma attack
1 help didn't come fast enough,”
| nurse Jenny Conahan said. “And
nee then, all OPS schools are able to

reaction if it's life threatening and afterwards
call 911.”

Sophomore Dena Rennard said she believes
that nurses should have had the right to adminis-
ter medication before anyone had to die.
Iminister medication to a student hav- “I think the school nurses should be allowed

a possible asthma attack.” to administer medication for times when it’s an
ROTC instructor Sharon Cooper is emergency,” Rennard said. “If someone could
ne of the staff members trained to aid students with such  potentially die if they don’t get the medication, then why

IR ds would anyone deprive them of it in the first place?”

.6 1 we see symptoms _of anaphylaxis (a severe allergic Cooper said that the rear‘hcrs andl chcr staff mtI:mbcrs
om Jetion) we have an injection to give the student to reverse  who already had some Red Cross training were trained to

e reaction,” Cooper said. deal with a student having an attack.

) Cooper said if a student has an asthma attack, there’s “As an ROTC instructor, [ was taught three years ago,
U machine that releases a medication that relaxes the bron-  because 1 already had some Red Cross experience,” Cooper
len

U

cla BY JOHN KENDALL the worst, she said. She now works a shift of 8.5 hours, from

> fu “It seems like they (the students) have too 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

301]  Adele Wise takes pride in being the only  much time to fool around,” she said. Previous to the youth center, she worked
'male security guard and said she enjoys how Wise has been a security guard for 30 10 years at the Nebraska School for the Deaf.

re ofnreserved the school is compared to her  years and three other family members are  Even before that she worked in security at
revious security jobs. involved with security as well. Douglas County Corrections for one year

e h [ think it's almost an honor,” she said. Wise said she came to the school because ~ where she controlled the flow of the building

x

yo]nu.d be the only female on the security staff  nighttime hours, as opposed to her previous  doors.

hen she applied for the position at school. job at the Douglas County Youth Center. Wise said that the freedom with

ye As a woman, Wise said she gets along “I worked the graveyard shift (from 12 the building is something that she really
flocith the other employees. a.m. to 8 a.m.) at the Douglas County Youth  appreciates about her job.

‘They seem to be a nice group of guys,” Center,” she said. “It’s not a locked down facility,” she said.

- thiVise said. Wise said that she just applied and about She said she has been so used to working

redy  She said her main gripe with renovations  a week later, she was contacted by the school  at places where the doors locked as soon as

ha®as that it is very difficult to get through the  and told that there was a position open. they shut, and having to interact with people

Iways. She said that someone from the Teacher who had a lot of problems. Before security,

The traffic around the “C” seems to be  Pennington. year assignment.

Wise said that she had no idea that she she does not want to work weekends or by being the one who opened and closed the

Wise said that she mainly patrols the Administrative Center got a hold of her and ~ Wise said she had wanted to go to school to
rst floor and around the portables. She said  called her for an interview. Then she had become an interpreter, but she decided that
1t the portables were not as bad as working  to come to Central to speak with Principal security is what she is going to do for now.
side. Jerry Bexten and assistant principal Paul However, she said that the school is only a one

:fleachers prepare for student construction-related health problems

said. “The security guards were also trained because of
their positions.”

Cooper said the box that contains the shots are located
in the nurse’s office.

Therefore, if a student needed the medication, she
would either have to get a hold of the nurse, send a student
or go herself.

Cooper said there haven't been any incidents so far this
school year.

She attributes this to the great job the janitorial crew
did cleaning up the mess (dust) that was made during sum-
mer renovations.

“We thought that the dust from renovations might
cause some problems with the students that have such
health problems,” Cooper said. "It could be worse after the
school is all closed up. We've been lucky so far because the
school has been well ventilated.”

As the nurse’s office was being renovated, students had
to go to a small room off of the courtyard for treatment.

Conahan said that those students with allergies and
heat-related problems were sent to the main office for
help, since the temporary nurse’s office would agitate their
problem further.
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German exchange student
experiences culture shock

BY MIKE SMITH

Senior Anna Mueller is having a hard enough time
understanding the fundamentals of high school at the age
of 16, but understanding a whole way of life is even more
difficult.

Mueller who was born in Sindelfingen, Germany has
spoken English most of her life.

She said that she and her other friends in Germany looked
to America as the country where you get everything from.

She said that this is where the technology and the medical
equipment is located.

Mueller first learned about traveling to America to become
a foreign exchange student after one of her friends journeyed
over to the states.

“I thought that it would be a great way to learn even more
of the English language, so 1 decided to come to the states,”
she said.

Mueller said that her mother encourage her to go.

“My mother was very open and supportive about my
choice,” she said.

After Mueller made the voyage, she became very homesick
the first couple of weeks.

“I missed my family, but tried to do other things to keep
my mind off of it,” Mueller said.

Her Advanced Placement (AP) Biology teacher Sandy
McCreight said that Mueller is working very hard.

“She is having some trouble with the English terms,”
McCreight said.

She said that Mueler is fitting in quite well with the
students. She said that during students’ birthdays, Muller bakes
them cakes and brings them to school to celebrate the special
occasion. Mueller, who has never played softball, made the JV
team this year under the guidance of coach Scott Wilson.

She said thatitis a very interesting sport that she is starting
to like. She said that she usually plays right field.

Mueller’s sport of choice back home is fencing. She said
that the school system in Omaha is so different than the system
in Germany.

“I went to an all-girls Catholic school with nuns as our
teachers, that's how different this school is.” she said.

Mueller said that the only thing about this school that she
really dislikes are the fans.

“They blow my hair around and [ just hate that,” Mueller
said.

Mueller is currently living with the family of junior Ann-
Marie Lind.

Mueller said that Lind helps her with different things from
her homework to her daily life questions.

Seniors continue in school’s
rich history of semi-finalists

BY MIKE SMITH

Over one million students took the Practice Standardized
Assessment Test (PSAT), and five students from Central were
selected as semi-finalists for National Merit.

Guidance director Lynda Molyneaux said that the National
Merit Program is based on the score that juniors receive when
they take the PSAT.

The five students selected from school are seniors Matt
Barr, Ally Gumbiner, Richard Owens‘Ream, Matt Schrad and
Charles Serfass.

Gumbiner said that being one of the seniors across the
United States was an honor to her.

“I am glad that [ took a review course right before I had to
take it,” Gumbiner said.

Only one percent of the highest test-takers in the nation
are selected.

Molyneaux said that tMey award the semi-finalists from
state to state. She also said that the scores are extremely high.

The top percentage of students receives the recognition
and is awarded the honor and designated as semi-finalists.

Serfass said that his goal before taking the test was to do
well on it

He said that he has hopes of receiving scholarships or a
possible full ride to a college in the area.

“Five students is great, and [ am very proud to have these
wonderful students at our school,” Molyneaux said.

emale security guard breaks trend of male-dominated environment, enjoys new people

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER
New security guard Adele Wise directs two students to the elevator. Wise is the only female security
guard in the building.
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GAY AND PROUD
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teens have to cope with a variety of issues, religious beliefs and personal opinions at school. Some support thier choices,

while others do not. Even in a school that prides itself on celebrating diversity, students can still discriminate.

SEX

-Sexually Transmitted Diseases
(STDs) infect 65 million
Americans.

-1in 5 Americans over age 12 has
genital herpes.

-333 million people is the
estimated number of people in
world who are newly infected
each year with a curable STD.

-430,000 Nebraskans have been

diagnosed with AIDS.

-In Douglas County, the number
of reported cases of STDs jumped
35% from 1998.

-A woman is twice as likely as a
man to acquire an STD during
unprotected sex.

-Two-thirds of all STDs occur in
people 25 and younger.

-One in every four new STD
infections occurs in teenagers.

-STDs, other than HIV, cost
more than $8 billion each year
to diagnose and treat both the
disease and its complications.

-At least one in four Americans
will contract an STD at some
pointintheirlife, ~ .

HATE CRIMES

-According to the FBI, 16.7%
of 1,317 hate crimes were
committed against people based
on their sexual orientation in
the year 2000, which has nearly
doubled since 1991.

~ -InNebraska there is no provision

of law that explicity addresses

school safety and protection for
gay and lesbian students,

-Nebraska hate crimes law

~ explicitly  addresses  sexual

orientation. A  hate crime
victim may bring a civil action
for equitable relief, general and
special damages, reasonable
attorney’s fees and costs,

~ PUBLICDISPLAYS
OF AFFECTION

R

Public Displays of Affection (PDAs) between hetrosexuals are common at Central. PDAs by homosexuals are not. Both are against the rules.

Displays of affection break rules in handbook, make some people uneasy

BY DANIELLE WELTY

To see a gay couple kissing in the hallway
may cause a bigger disruption during passing
periods than the boy-girl Public Display of
Affection (PDA).

Several students at Central said that they are
not offended at the sight of a couple kissing as
they pass through the hallway to their next class.
They said that it wouldn’t matter if the couple
was homosexual or heterosexual, it's a nuisance
either way.

While others have a slightly different point
of view.

Freshman Nate Anderson said that he
believes that a gay couple showing affection would
be a problem because there are so many students
in this school who are against gay relationships.

“A lot of people don't have a very positive
opinion of gays,” Anderson said. “They say ‘that’s
gay’ about anything they think is stupid, which is
in a sense calling gay people stupid.”

Anderson also said that he doesn’t know
any serious homophobes that would cause a gay
couple any problems, but he has friends that joke
around about people’s sexual orientation which
may cause these couples more emotional distress
than anything else.

Other students express a more mild opinion
of gay relationships and emphasize that the PDAs
themselves are the problem.

Senior Sherry Wang said that PDAs are
unneeded no matter what the person’s sexual
preference is.

“Every day before third hour there was this
couple that would be making out in front of my
locker, and it was awkward and really annoying
because I couldnt get to what I needed,” Wang
said.

Biology teacher Jean Whitten said that she
has encountered her share of PDAs while on hall
patrol and that teachers try to use humor or ask
the students politely to stop.

“We feel as teachers that you students realize
that this kind of behavior is inappropriate in the
hallways,” Whitten said. “But when we confront
students about it they act so surprised, like they've
done nothing wrong, or they scowl at us.Some
even walk away giggling like they're elementary
school students.”

She said that outside of the building in the
majority of public settings she never sees people
kissing and carrying on as they do in school.

“If I do see a couple expressing their affection,
they’re usually older than most high school
students and they are just kissing a loved one

goodbye or something like that,” Whitten said.

She said that she doesn’t understand why
students intentionally break the rules when there
are general assemblies for each grade at the
beginning of the year that go over the rules.

The handbook and encourage students to
wear proper dress while conducting themselves in
a manner fit for school.

Students are required to read the handbook.

“I never send them down to their
administrators,” Whitten said. “I have bigger
issues to deal with, I'm here to teach, not to fill out
referrals all day.”

Administrator Dionne Kirksey said that if
a student is sent down as a result of a PDA, the
school handbook has consequences set according
to on the number of times the students has
been caught and that the punishment would be
the same for a homosexual couple as it is for a
heterosexual couple, though she has yet to deal
with a homosexual couple.

“For the first offense we issue a warning, but
for the second offense we have a parent-teacher
conference and the student has an after school
suspension,” Kirksey said. “The third offense we
have another parent-teacher conference and the
student has a short-term suspension which can last
from one to five days.”

She said that sometimes people go overboar
with their affection and act as if the are alon
instead of on display to a crowd of their peers.

Senior Sarah Alston said that she considengh

the PDAs to be more of an obstacle when walkin
through the hallways then anything else.

“They're just an extra roadblock when I'd

trying to get to classes,” Alston said. “And I+
never had any problems with gay people in m

way, | guess they’re afraid they would get beat uj

for kissing in school.”

Freshman Kenny Fischer said they he thin}
gay couples would get made fun of if their pec
saw them kissing or showing affection in any othd
form.,

“That’s their way of life, and it's how the
are,” Fischer said. “ But when it comes to scho
they can’t express that because so many peopl
in the school that wouldn't necessarily hate ther
for being gay, but wouldn’t be comfortable w1l
seeing it.”

There haven't been any reports
problems this year, which was expected by th
administrators.

“In any given year, we probably only hay

about ten at the most, and that’s with all of thf§

administrators combined,” Kirksey said. “It’s n¢
really a big problem.”

anme

Sophomore admits ‘coming out’ easier in today’s society; family distant to idea at firs§;

BY DANIELLE WELTY

*Name changed to protect identity.

Sophomore John Doe* came out when he
was only 13 and is part of the small percentage of
gays who have not experienced much discrimina-
tion for their sexual preference.

He said that he realizes that many homo-
sexuals are told their lifestyle is wrong and have
to travel a much tougher path just to be able to
live their lives.

“I've been questioning my sexuality since I
was little. I always knew that [ was different, but 1
wasn't for sure about it until I was in sixth grade,”
Doe said. “Before then I really wasn't sure what
gay even meant.”

Doe said he went to Rose Hill Elementary
school, which only has about 400 students and
that the idea of being gay was rarely, if ever,
brought up.

Doe waited two more years until he came out
to his family, even though he said once he told his
parents and two older siblings he said they were
open-minded.

“My parents have been pretty supportive,”
Doe said. "My dad was a little disappointed at first
because | was his only hope for a grandchild.”

Doe said that when talking to his parents now
they said they had inclinations early on.

“One time my mom even sat down and asked
me,” Doe said, “But I said I wasn’t gay because I
was in denial at the time.”

Doe said that he never thought that being gay

was wrong, he just did not think it was the way
things were supposed to be.

“The first time I brought a boyfriend home,
it was obviously awkward for my parents, but now
it's normal,” Doe said.

He said that the only time people respond
negatively to him is when religion is brought up.

“I'm not a very religious person,” Doe said.
“Religion only affects me when people bring up
the point that the Bible says that gay relationships
are wrong and not the way that God intended.”

Organizations such as Exodus are open for
those who are homosexual and wish to obtain
peace with God, which usually involves a transi-
tion to a more heterosexual lifestyle.

Communications director at Exodus in
Nebraska, Randy Thomas, said that Exodus is
not against homosexuals, it just provides another
option,

“Our organization has been around since
about 1976 and it has over 120 ministries through-
out North America,” Thomas said. “Each one of
these ministries offers a different forms of help for
those that seek it.”

Thomas said that these support sessions
range from professional therapists who are one-
on-one to pastoral support, and even several sup-
port groups where discussions are held.

“Exodus represents several different main-
stream religions whose main goal is to pursue a
deeper relationship with Christ,” Thomas said.
“Living a heterosexual life after that experience is
merely a bi-product of the program.”

Thomas said that after finding God he was
able to live a heterosexual lifestyle, but isn’t always

the goal for all of those that enter the program.

Thomas said that Exodus believes that the
identity of a person is more than just their sexual
orientation.

“We want people to lives their lives con-
tently,” Thomas said. “And if we can help just one
person in any way, then our goal had been met.”

Doe said that he does not believe one can be
turned straight or gay, but that sexual orientation
is something that is pre-disposed in a person

“l don’t think anyone is 100 percent straight
or 100 percent gay, but we are born with a definite
preference,” Doe said.

Thomas said that children are not born gay,
but that they become gay as a result of their
upbringing and what they are exposed to.

“When it comes to homosexuality, people
have a choice in their behavior,” Thomas said. “It’s
not something they're born with, and scientific
evidence points more toward the fact that environ-
ment plays a bigger part on sexual orientation.”

Thomas said that Exodus’s headquarters are
in Florida, which is a state that does not allow gay
couples to adopt.

“I don’t think an adopted child should be
raised in anything but a stable heterosexual
home,” Thomas said. “Adoption is about what is
best for the child, and a homosexual home or a
dysfunctional heterosexual home would not be
fair to that child.”

Doe said that in the future he plans on get-
ting married or having some sort of union, and
has considered adopting children.

“l want to have a family and that would
include a few children,” Doe said.

This dream may be hard for Doe to purs
if society does not progress quickly enough
accommodate all lifestyles.

Doe said that he believes society is mud
more accepting now than it was several decad
ago.

“I'm glad I was born when I was,” Doe sal

“I think that we are progressing, and that is evide
in the flood of gay television that puts gays
more positive light.”

These such shows include “Will and Grac#p

and ‘Queer Eye for the Straight Guy’ which b

gay men makeover a straight man because sterc#f
typically they know more about hair, clothes alf

dating than the average straight man.

Doe said that Central is also a school that h
a more accepting view with more diversity a
less discrimination.

He said these were some of the main reaso

why he came here instead of another area hi

school.

The most discrimination that Doe said t
he has encountered during high school was duri
the National Day of Silence last year.

“The day was supposed to help with bigo#

and harassment, but it just made things worse
Doe said. “Everyone knew why you weren't spe
ing and they thought they could say whatever th
wanted, no matter how hurtful it was because ¥
couldn't say anything back.”

This year’s National Day of Silence is sche
uled for Wednesday, April 21, 2004.

“I think groups that specifically go out
their way to discriminate against gays are a lit
ignorant,” Doe said. “But | respect their op
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BY MIKE SMITH

§enior Pear]l Boyd has been involved with the
v Straight Alliance (GSA) since her freshman
[lr when the club was first initiated.
Boyd is very involved in the gay community
| has very strong ties to the issues.

She said that it is very hard for homosexual
ople n the Midwest to deal with being
omosexual, opposed to on the East Coast where
s scemingly more common.

Boyd said that one of the main reasons why
¢ joined the club was due to the discrimination
ongst homosexual students at Central.

“When people I knew were being picked on,
ther students and even some teachers didn't do
wthing about it,” Boyd said.

Boyd said that though it is unexceptable for
ds to do things like this, it is worse when teachers
school do not discipline students for doing it.

Boyd said that one day towards the end of the
.ar. she was crying because she had just broken

with her boyfriend. One of her teachers came
b 10 her and asked her what was wrong with her
od if she was crying over a boy.
hough the question wasn't that bad, 1 took
fiense to it because how does he know who [ am
Jking about,” Boyd said.

liovd told her teacher that it was none of his
ssiness. Her teacher then said to her that it must
virlfriend not a boyfriend, which made her
ly upset.

e

ACLU CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

¢ tederal courts of Nebraska right now.
\CLU executive director Timothy Butz is
wolved in the lawsuit firsthand.

\CLU is fighting on a matter of principle,”
utz sud. “The constitution is supposed to pro-
ide the same rights for all citizens and it's not
oing that.”

senior Emily Greenberg said that she thinks
1615 extremely ignorant.
The majority of citizens in Nebraska would
s TCe.
\Many people have worked so hard to make
i «1ute more politically and socially progressive,
i proventing that has just taken up back so many
& 5. Greenberg said.
I'here are very limited areas where same sex
ages or unions are accepted.
lutz said that Vermont is the only state that
lows cwvil unions.
Within the borders of Vermont we have all
the same rights as a married couple, but outside
f the state our civil union means nothing,” Colley

lew York sc

(TR 1]

" B KATIE BACKMAN
\ ime changed to protect to protect identity.

Senior Katie Doe* didn't expect her fellow
issmates to point her out and voice their opinions
1 her sexual preference. While she was sitting at
oar@i:hle, a girl confronted her to tell her why she
lon@ 1icht it was immoral being a “dike.”
. | am bisexual,” Doe said. “I used to get
der@n'ronted about it all the time but the gossip has
kinflopped about it this year. Besides, I am kind of
1 foot in one foot out.”
Harvey Milk High School in New York City
g created for students who are at high risk of
irassment or violence. The students are primarily
mosexual, bisexual or transgender. Doe said
¢n though she was harassed a few years ago, she
ouldn't want to go to that school because it is not
e real life, She said attending a public school that
wsn't close its doors to any type of students gives

BY KATIE BACKMAN

oman and that’s final.

“th
no
El1.

4y behind closed doors.

Donaldson is a Baptist Christian and said her mother has been
, ~4 g her since childhood that male and female couples are the only
S 1y God wanted it. If she was gay, she said she thinks her mom

ould still accept her despite her beliefs.

Pastor Justin Anthony at Bethel Christian Missionaries said if
rsuf Christian doesn't fully participate in the religion’s belief, then it

h tgcans she is in violation the religious system.

“In my religion, the belief system is Christ which is the word of
wuchod speaks clearly against the homosexual lifestyle,” Anthony said.

addt is a sin according to God.”

Junior Amber Cade said her religion, Christian Pentecostal,
saifVes not believe in it at all. She said God would not want any other
deriring but man and woman because of that she does not affiliate

in grself with homosexual students.

"I treat them like human beings, but I don't agree with their

acefay of life,” Cade said.

L h@  In this state, the majority spoke and homosexual marriages
redftre banned. In legal terms, only male and female will be legally

ed in God’s sight.

Aryeh Azriel, a Rabbi at Temple Israel, said that he has per-

t h@rmed one commitment ceremony. He said it has the ingredients of

raditional Jewish wedding, there is an exchange of rings and vows,
viting God to participate in the tradition and breaking of a glass.

soll "I think people in Nebraska are living in an imaginary world,”

higgriel said. “It needs time to catch up with America.”
He said America fears what happens in the bedroom of homo-
th§xual people, but they should respect God’s wish and fight for equal

irirfiman rights,

Senior Jill Boston, who is a Christian, said in the bible it states

ot God does not want homosexual couples.

rsefl  "Itis God’s word,” Boston said. “He literally said it,

>ealf said it was wrong.”
thq The bible is interpreted differently by reli-
e WJOns, senior Minister Doug Pfeiffer said.

Pfeiffer is a Minister at Faith Christian
heghurch and he said their belief is very open and

al every person can have different lifestyles.

it @ He said God is more accepting, but he has
ligver performed any commitment ceremonies.
opif}  Father Harry Buse at Leo’s St. Church said

Junior Janae Donaldson said that God wanted man to marry
Donaldson said homosexuals go against her beliefs, but some
irts of the same-sex lifestyle are acceptable. She said she thinks

Iding hands in public is fine, but anything more intimate needs to

‘I don't think they should be allowed to kiss in public,” she

~ Boyd’s teacher said that she must be one
of “those” and then stated that he has a couple
of “those” in his class, referring to homosexual
students.

Boyd said she asked the teacher why he was
acting in a homophobic matter and her teacher
denied the accusation,

Boyd could not handle the teacher’s class and
never returned the rest of the year.

Boyd said that it is very upsetting that
something like this happens to people all around
the country everyday.

Junior Angela Friedman also has a lot of
friends and has a cousin who is homosexual.

“I"love the support that I can give to them
while standing up for their rights,” Friedman said.

Friedman has performed at the Omaha
Theatre Company for Young People’s production
of “Pride Players” in the past. She said that “Pride
Players” gives her the opportunity to really stick up
for gay rights in the community.

She said that she found the same kind of
feeling during the GSA meetings she attended
during the after school meetings.

“We talked about different things like
prejudice and how we as students can make things
better in and out of school,” Friedman said.

Friedman said if she was ever treated like
Boyd, she would tell those people they have no
right to act like that and treat people so differently.

She said all she can do as a person is stick up
for gay rights and that is what GSA is for.

said. “The federal government doesn't recognize
the civil union either, so when filing for such
things as tax returns, we have to file separately for
federal and as one for the state.”

Colley said she has only been to Vermont
once, which was for her civil union.

She said that she and her partner planned
on going back when Margoux was due because
Colley would be allowed on the birth certificate.

“The baby was born nine weeks early in
Omabha, instead of Vermont, so | am not consid-
ered a legal guardian,” Colley said.

Butz said that though the legal marriage sys-
tem was originally created as a system for proper-
ty transfer and not because of religion, despite the
fact that religion is a main factor in why same-sex
unions are not allowed. He said he believes that at
some point those who want same-sex unions and
the states will have some sort of agreement.

“It may not be called a marriage in the eyes of
the law,” Butz said. “But at some point society will
have to come to grips that there are gay families
and accept them to a certain extent.”

Butz said Canada and some European states

everyone a sense of real life. .. .1 - ;

She said that students go there to get away
from harassment but all it will do is shelter them
from the world and create a social environment.

The school is a place students can go for
social reasons instead of for safety percussions,
Doe said.

Sometimes isolating the real life is what
people need, sophomore Brooklyn Garner said.
She said some of the students might want to
go to that school to be for students with similar
preferences. At school, Garner said she learns how
to cope with her friends who are homosexual. She
said she is comfortable hanging out with them
and does not think of them any different than her
heterosexual friends.

“Kids are going to be kids,” Garner said.
“People have enough problems and they don't
need to be teased at school.”

Academic development counselor Doug
Stansberry said students at school are teased too

in the Catholic religion, they believe people have natural tendencies
as heretics, but it is not accepted. He said any marriage that is not
between a male and a female is seen as sinful.

“Marriage is a lifelong commitment between a male and a

female,” Buse said.

verse?”

involved in their lifestyle.

accept it,” Boston said.

Man was made to have kids with a woman sopho-

more Aamita Laffinette said.

change their beliefs.”

Azriel said he remembers fighting against the
416 bill. I voted against it in support of equal human
rights. He said people need to respect God's image of

people.

my religion, Judaism.”

ing to abuse humanity.

ers opinions but is person-
ally offended by

P
5 #TY

Azriel said in the bible there are only two verses about homo-
sexuality, and so many more on other topics.

“Too many people focus on these two verses,” Azriel said.
“The bible also says to love thy neighbor as thyself. What about that

“I condemn them, I respect them as people, but I don't

She said she would not protest the same sex
couples, but it is against her religion.

“I don't say anything to them (same sex
couples),” Laffinette said. “It wouldn't make them

“Fat people, ones with glasses, straight, gay or
lesbian are all God’s people,” he said. “1 was fighting for
rights adequate insurance of adoption which is grounding in

He said he wouldn’t prescribe any of the religions that are will-

The people who do not fully believe in the religion’s
beliefs shouldn’t be with that religion at all.

Differences of opinions and beliefs exist.

Boston said she respects oth-

Hate crimes are common. At Central, the first offense is punishable by a short-term suspension and

law enforcement notification.

are even now embarking down the road to equal
union rights for all.

“It doesn't really matter what the civil law
does, people are going to find a way to get mar-
ried,” Butz said. “Obviously the Pope has come
out strongly against same sex marriages, but
there are ministers who are willing to marry these
couples.”

Sophomore Molly Mullen said to her mar-
riage is not important and therefore any law pre-
venting same-sex marriages doesn’t matter.

“I should probably be more outraged than I
am, but I think people are making a big deal out of
something that shouldn’t matter,” Mullen said. "I
don’t need the church, a priest or the state telling
me whether or not I'm going to spend the rest of
my life with someone.”

Mullen said the state is supposed to be by
the people for the people, and by discriminating
against gays, it is not for the people.

“I's a matter of tradition,” Butz said.
“Historically it has never been acceptable even
though same sex couples have been around since
there were people.”

much. He said heipersonally hears people in the
hallways using hurtful names.

“People are raised to not let negative words
get to them,” Stansberry said. “But if a student
says something once or a 100 times it will have
some sort of an effect on that student.”

Sophmore Meisha Potter said that people
need to grow up when they are in high school.

“Students in high school should learn how
to ignore names,” Potter said. “The school has
counselors that people can talk to if they have any
problems.”

She said the students should not have to be
forced to go to another school. She said it is very
discriminating,

Doe said there is no way to prove that the
students attending that school is homosexual, they
just have to say that they are.

According to information provided by Lenette
Dorman, Director of communications at Harvey
Milk High School, the school is open for students

sinsoo.

Boston said that if she saw a same sex couple at school who
were kissing she thinks she would report it to administration. But
then she said she might not because she does not want to get

people who show commitment to the same sex.

Anthony said two wrongs don't make a right.

He said that he knows many youths have promiscuous
heterosexual relationships and shouldn’t point their fingers
at the homosexual ones for sinning, because their acts are

“In Judaism we want to take care of humanity and
support homosexuals,” Azriel said. “We want to comfort
the ones who are troubled, but trouble the ones who are
too comfortable.”

GRAPHIC BY ROB HUNTER/
REGISTER

Some religious groups claim that the some
groups are blind to homosexual ways of life.

Senior upset with behavior of teachers, students

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Organization fights for students’ rights in Nebraska, Omaha district

Colley said that everyone knows her and her
partner couldn’t understand why they don’t have
the same responsibilities as a married couple.

“It's usually those who do not know or are
not close to gays that are skeptical of our lifestyle,”
Colley said.

Greenberg said many religious people are
against same-sex unions and that she respects
people’s religious beliefs, but when they take the
Bible or any other religious book literally, it’s too
much,

“Some people play God when they discrimi-
nate and decide whether someone’s way of life is
right or wrong,” Greenberg said. “Only God is
supposed to judge people. People aren’t supposed
to judge people.”

Senior Johanna Murphy has been raised as a
Catholic and backs the state’s decision not to allow
same-sex unions.

“I was taught to believe that homosexuals
themselves are not bad people and they have suf-
fer just like us,” Murphy said. “Sex is meant for
procreation and to make a couple as one, but same
sex couples don't represent that.”

hool reflects trends, foreshadows things to come in education

who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or
questioning (LGBTQ).

The LGBTQ students who attend public high
schools don’t feel safe in school. According to the
National Mental Health Association 41.7 percent
of the students feel uncomfortable.

Doe said she doesn't feel uncomfortable at
school, despite some teasing by students. However,
last year she said, when she was dating a senior
who wasn't out about her sexuality yet, things got
difficult. She said that students would come up to
the two and ask if the rumors were true.

“It was hard being distant at school.” Doe
said. "And we would try to be a couple at night
when we were alone.”

Even if she was teased at school she wants
to stay.

She said if she went to that school she
would only be surrounded by the stereotype
students, but at central she meets a lot of
different students.

ieligious beliefs influence behavior, actions towards homosexuals at school, in life
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REGISTER YOUR OPINION

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT
HOMOSEXUAL RELATION-
SHIPS OR MARRIAGES?

“I really don’t mind as long
as it doesn’t concern me.”
Tom Mullen (11)

“You would get made fun of
if you were a gay couple.”
Jacquez Harper (10)

“I don't really have a prob-
lem with it. It doesn't affect

me.
Andrew Horton (11)

“I think people should
have the right to marry |
whoever because we are all
free, and it’s just as fair for
opposite sexes to be married
as same sexes.”

Katelynn Shoch (10)

“I really don't care about
them. They're normal for our
times.”
Zach Qualls(10)

o

“I don't believe in gay
marriages. We are put on
Earth for procreation, and
gay marriages are wrong
because it doesn’t help the
human race.”

Timothy Kanger (10)

f 1
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DEPRESSION

Junior finds safe way
to deal with tragedies.

BY DANIELLE WELTY

*‘Name changed to protect identity.

Mary Smith* has been taking Zoloft
since the middle of her sophomore year, after
attempting to deal with the death of her mother,
several suicide attempts and other self-destructive
behavior.

“1 felt overwhelmed and depressed for the
longest time with my mom dying and grandpa

dying and moving to different houses that were

strange to me,” Smith said.
Smith’s mother was diagnosed with lung cancer

when she was just 13 and died six months later, even

though she had been receiving treatment.

“My mom began feeling sick the middle of
June after my eighth grade year,” Smith said. “The
doctors weren't sure what was wrong with her,
so my grandma moved in to help and that was
basically my whole freshman year.”

After Smith’s mother’s death, she moved into
her grandma’s house.

Smith said she stayed there until her
grandmother said she could no longer care for
her, which was during the beginning of Smith’s
S()phomorc year.

“I was rarely home and my brandma said | was
acting abusive and disrespectful,” Smith said. “She
said she was going to send me to Boys and Girls
Town.”

Smith said she did not have any other choice.
Her grandma was her only family and the two
other options available to her were either Boys
Town or foster care.

“To get into Boys and Girls Town you have
to write a letter explaining why you want to enter
into the program and how it would benefit you,”
Smith said.

One of Smith’s close friends and her family
realized she needed help and offered their support
and the option to begin a new life. Smith said
her best friend’s family found out about her
predicament three days before she was to be picked
up and transported to Boys and Girls Town.

They decided it would be better that Smith live
with them.

“My best friend’s father called my grandma
and talked to her for nearly three hours explaining
that it would be OK if I lived with them,” Smith
said. "I moved in the next day and have been living
there since as another one of their daughters.”

Smith said she had been seeing a counselor

might be an’
for her after Sm
clean about her sui
and destructive beha

It was then that Sﬁﬁ
were really addressed.

“1 attempted suicide three tim
“The first time I took a whole bunc

just got really sick for a few days, and the other two

times [ tried cutting my wrists.”

Smith said she had been cutting to deal with
the pain of her mother’s sickness because bothering
her friends with all of her problems and yelling at
her mom weren't good enough solutions.

“I couldn’t yell, scream or cry because then
people would know that something was wrong,”
Smith said. “So after finding out one of my friends
cut and seeing her feel better, I decided to try it.”

Smith said that the cutting got really bad after
they began to get infected because she would put
anti-bacterial gel and rubbing alcohol on her cuts to
make them burn and cause her more pain.

“It got to the point where if I fell and got hurt,
1 wouldn't even feel it because I was so numb from
the constant pain of cutting,” Smith said. “One
time [ cut my leg on a table and it was bleeding
everywhere, but it didn’t even phase me.”

She said she cut for two years until some
friends confronted her and it was only then that
Smith decided it was time to tell her counselor.

“I didnt want to tell anyone because I hate

it and get over it myself
ne clean to her counselor,

she recommended that Smith be put on anti-

depressants, but her grandma refused. Smith said
since her grandma was still considered to be her
legal guardian, it took a lot to convince her to let
Smith take any kind of medication.

“I went to see a doctor so they could prescribe
the right medication for me and they asked me all
of these odd questions like hearing odd voices,
seeing images that aren’t really there,” Smith said.
“I realized that a lot of what she was asking I had
experienced.”

Smith said she now takes Zoloft on a regular
basis and feels much better.

“I have a quick temper and ever since I've been
on medication, my fuse isn't as short, I'm calmer
and happier.” Smith said.

She said if she ever forgets to take her
medication she feels horrible and reverts to her old
feelings and behavior.

“Before Zoloft, thoughts were always running
through my head, I was really anxious, always
fidgeting I was cranky and it just wasn't how I
wanted to be,” Smith said.

State officials say graduation requirements have increased, which wil

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER
OPS assistant superintendent Janelle Mullen spoke at the media conference
about the national policies with education in comparison to what the state has
planned.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

The state is going to be keeping
a closer eye on the grading system,
graduation rates and need-based
students this year.

The grading system is going to be
challenged by new tests, Principal Jerry
Bexten said at the media conference
held before the school year.

“Tests are adjusted to enhance
writing in all areas, by teaching the
reading system and problem solving,”
Bexten said.

Bexten said the school has students
who have scored a perfect 36 on the
ACT and also has the highest population
of students who don’t speak English as
their first language.

At the media conference,
Nebraska commissioner of education
Doug Christensen said that this year,
there will be different ways to ensure
all the schools in the state reach high
excellence.

He said there will be a new
graduation rate cakculation method,
group data and certain goals each
school must achieve.

“(The formulas are) to ensure that
no child is denied an opportunity to
learn,” Christensen said.

This will also show if the students
received an adequate grade from the
teachers.

Bexten said an example of the
goals of the school will be its mastery
achieved on the CRT.

Earning a three or a four on

all CRTs is what it takes to achieve
mastery.

“Grade 11 will have to demonstrate
a 66 percent mastery on the test,”
Bexten said. “Ninety-five percent of
the grade 11 students must take the test
and teachers aren’t allowed to pick and
choose the students (who will take the
tests).”

The school is expected to meet an
average, Bexten said. If it doesn’t, the
school could fall below and become a
school in need of help.

He said this is enforced by the
federal legislation of No Child Left
Behind, but is also the state’s own
goals.

Junior Amelia Shuster said it’s good
for the school and parents to know if a
particular grade is near failing status.

She said it obviously wouldn’t be
good for the school to fall below the
goals set.

“For 66 percent of the juniors
to pass the CRTs is a good number,”
Shuster said, “but there should be
more one-on-one time available for the
students.”

Director of student support
services Nita Merrigan-Potthoff said
she helps students with their homework
during and after school hours,

She said they work with areas
that need to see success and that it first
started as two sections, but now it is at
eight sections.

Sophomore Brandon Shelby said
he thinks for 66 percent of the students
to score a passing grade is too high.

CHS scores higher on ACT

than most schools in distric

BY DANIELLE WELTY

Results from the area high schools
ACT scores are in, and Central scored
higher than the majority of Omaha
Public Schools (OPS).

Central scored an average of 21.2
on the major college entrance exam
(ACT), with the highest possible score
being 36 in both the 2002 and 2003
school years, with 62 percent of the
seniors taking the test.

These scores and the amount of
students taking the test were higher
than every other OPS school, with the
exception of Burke High school.

Some Nebraska high schools
did not even meet the University of
Nebraska system admission standard,
which is a score of 20 or higher on the
ACT. This is a concern for OPS and sur-
rounding districts.

Advanced Education counselor
Kelly Scott said to help inform students
and motivate them to take the ACT or
SAT, the guidance department arranged
special post secondary planning work-
shop for guardians of college bound
seniors.

The guidance office also offers free
information on scholarships and other
forms of help involved in furthering a
student’s education.

Automated essay test fails to appeafe

BY MIKE SMITH

An automated system for checking
essays does not look likely for schools
in the Omaha Public Schools (OPS)
district anytime soon.

According to the Educational
Testing Service, 104,000 students and
2,700 teachers are using Criterion, an
automated system that checks essays
in 535 schools primarily in the United
States. Four-fifths are at middle or
high schools, and the remainders are at
colleges or universities.

Principal Jerry Bexten said that he
does not see this program being used in
the near future, but one can never say
never.He said that he assumes that the
Criterion program is not cheap. He said
that it would, however, help teachers
correct more essays, while letting more
students write like most objective tests.

Freshman Morgan Shumaker said
that the new grading system would be
very efficient.

“It is very organized and would

e .

result in better educated students

He said that is more than half of
the juniors who need to pass the tests.
He said some students just don’t care
about the standardized tests.

“There are students falling through
the cracks that need motivation so they
can succeed in school,” Merrigan-
Potthoff said.

Shuster said if students’ grades

get really bad, they will need help, but -

maintain their own responsibility.

“Too much is based off of test
scores,” Shelby said.

The graduation rate will show the
number of seniors who walked across
the stage at graduation from their
freshman year. Graduation rates that
have been performed in the past started
from the beginning of senior year to
graduation.

Bexten said all of this information
will be published in the newspapers for
the public to learn if there is a problem
or not with the school systems.

Christensen said the reason of
printing the records is to see how the
parents of the community will respond
to the data.

Bexten said the students who have
withdrawn or moved to a different
school or district will be subtracted
from the rate. He said it also mentioned
five-year-graduates will be reflected in
the graduation rates.

Which means these student who
take five years to graduate won't be
ignored from the formula like they
were years in the past. Shuster said
she doesn’t know if this will solve any
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Tutoring information is also ay;
able for the ACT, SAT and PSAT
underclass students.

Scott said students should take i}
ACT if they are plannmg on going
college anywhere in the Midwest ;
the SAT if they plan on going to scho
along the east or west coast.

“If students have any inclination
furthering their education, they shoy|
take the ACT or SAT just to keep ¢
doors open,” Scott said.

Scott said that if students do
take the tests for college reasons, thy
should take it to know where th{
stand amongst their peers.Counselq
also motivate students to plan for theile
futures by going around to Englif
classes and inform students about the
options after school and help them n;
row down their career possibilities wij
several different personality tests.

Scott said that when students 3
signing up for classes, they’re encoullfy
aged to take college prepatory clas
to make that next step a little easier. [N

“One of Central’s strengths is thil ¥
it is guided towards the college expe
ence,” Scott said.

There are many students who ha
decided that college is not the right paj
for them and have other plans in the
future.

correct the essays at a rapid rate
Shumaker said.

The automated essay-scori
engine behind Criterion, called e-rate
has been used to score more th;
1.5 million essays on the Gradua
Management Admission Test,
GMAT. The machine score and
human score are in agreement 97 to ¢
percent of the time.

Junior Will Denton said that ¢
Criterion would not get the studenf ¢
perspective in the essay.

“It just wouldn't get the poi
across that a teacher might understand§l
Denton said.

This system is very similar to t
Scantron program that Central us
except the Criterion does not corre
multiple-choice answers.

E-rater cannot read or judgd
an essay's quality, but uses statist. (g
analysis to determine which linguist
features are characteristic of eu
human scoring level, typically on a sc:
from one to six.

problems at school, but it will ra
awareness for the school and shy
something is not working.

Christensen said parents hold
major key in children'’s education.

“There is more they (parents) nc4
to do than the simple question of ‘ho
was school.” Christensen said.

He said parents need to supplv
friendly home for the students to I
study and read. Students also nes
places where they can get sufficic
amounts of rest and nutrition.

Shuster said both students ai
teachers are at fault. ;

She said some teachers just rdf
through their curriculum by assigni
the homework, but never really h™
students on the subject. -

Merrigan-Potthoff said she does
think teachers stress study and learni

skills in a positive strong manner. $ B
said the faculty is ahead of the proble@§™ d

by doing after school tutoring.
“Teachers do help kids,” Shelf
said. “But it would work better if thd
(students) could sign up for their vl
personal tutor.” q"
English  teacher Cristi
Hiddleston said the excels program
school is a program open for kids
study and get teachers assistance.
“Every class needs to provide t
best educational practices,” Hiddlestd
said.
Christensen said the challeng
for this year is for the community
faculties is to roll up their sleeves ar}
work together. Y
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pcca Mayhew blows bubbles for
ildren in Afganistan.

ate, ®

_Penior’s mission:
«:Jo help childeren

th BY MIKE SMITH
o 9 e

sentor Becca Mayhew not only

t ! ubered an event that changed our
feng . summer, but lived through the
3 me of the war on terror.
pox \avhew for two straight weeks
nd, tnded a church sponsored trip to
chanistan.

P Vlavhew and her church were to
useq end the foreign country in hopes to
Tred: L ith things that it needed.

[he group headed to Kabul,

ofhonistan. Mayhew and the church

SHCR | ahi huge supply of items.
Lt \e brought anything from toy
:;a i+ 10 bubbles,” Mayhew said.

nity Church, which Mayhew
s 10, offered $1000 worth of
1'us 1o givé'to the children.
S ‘We showed around 350 girls how
/ rush their teeth with brand new
thbrushes and brand new shampoo
wash their hair,” Mayhew said.

raig

ho she said thar this was the kind of
it that these kids had never seen

Id 7

She also said it was interesting to
& 'hem taking a liking to the cars and
‘hol 1ally the bubbles.

Mayhew said that the trip included

plyff 10! meetings with the people form
 livAl country. She said that there was a lot”
ned 1¢ed and poverty that the group had
ciedl &0 through.
She said that her mother went to
arll-14nistan years ago when the Taliban
in control and said that women had
; act differently then they do now.
i She said that after the attacks of
hefl?' 1. it was neat to see the other
e of what was actually going on over
sesrll (14t country and what these people
i ¢ 4ctually going through.
. S No one in America saw how
bled ' the people were and how some
‘m really have expressed love for
hell¢ricans,” Mayhew said.

thdl She said the group stayed in a
owll 3l house that was safe. She said that

times, Kabul had threats on foreign
istif “Thationals.
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APATHETIC OR PATRIOTIC

R The building was silent as students, faculty held on to memories of victims of Sept. 11, two years later.
While some students, teachers attended ceremonies at school and around the city to pay respect, others could seem to care less.

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Senior Sam Smith-Schull sings a song with CHS Singers to remember the victims of Sept. 11, two years later. Some students observed the anniversary,

while others showed little sypathy or patriotism.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAREY CONOVER

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Senior Robbie Garvin (RIGHT) plays taps as the Central ROTC present the flag at half-staff. The World Trade Center (LEFT) was struck by two airline jets

on September 11, 2001 in terrorist hijackings.

Students, faculty remember tragedy

BY MIKE SMITH

A moment of silence marked the second anniversary of the attacks that
stunned the nation on September 11, 2001.

Although some students and faculty observed the anniversary, others
seemed less patriotic.

It seemed like some students didn’t even care.

Central, as a school, did manage to observe the day respectfully.

Inside the courtyard, the CHS Singers commemorated the event by singing
“God Bless America.”

Students and faculty were memorized by the sound as both faculty and
students remembered the attacks. )

Outside, the JROTC cadets were doing their part by lowering the flag to
half-staff.

Seniors Nick Waszak and Robbie Garvin played taps as the flag was
lowered.

Tributes both in and out of the classroom marked a respecttul tribute to
the men and women who lost their lives on Sept. 11.

The school was silent as students paid tribute to the anniversary.

The unique thing about the moment of silence was that it never really
officially ended. Semrad announced it and every classroom went into silence.

Assistant principal Dionne Kirksey said the attacks were so far away that
the anniversary affected her differently.

“If I knew someone who perished then I would think differently,” Kirksey
said.

Kirksey said that the moment of silence was really something important.

She said that in past years, the school has had a moment of silence, but
since Sept. 11, students have really raken heart and kept silent.

Bexten said that they tried to coordinate the anniversary as well as they
possibly could.

To commemorate the event Burke High School hosted an assembly that
students attended entitled “The Search for Bin Laden,” during its fifth hour
classes.

Bexten said that no assembly took place because there is not a facility to
hold a school the size of Central. Guidance secretary Melissa Henderson said
that the anniversary really hit home.

9A

Pledge leaves
older students
in their desks

BY ASHLEY BROWN

While most juniors and seniors
sleep through the “Pledge of Allegiance”
during homeroom, freshmen and
sophomores are voluntarily standing.

Principal Jerry Bexten said the
lower classmen’s obedience to say the
pledge is due to timing,

He said the pledge was not
enforced until after the Sept. 1 attacks,
so the current juniors and seniors had
a year off from reciting ir, whereas
freshmen and sophomores have been
saying the pledge all through middle
school.

“Upperclassmen probably haven't
done the pledge since elementary
school.” Bexten said. “It wasn't
practiced, but it was brought back into
practice after the Sepr. 11 attacks.”

Sophomore Dan Labenz said he
stands because he has been doing it for
years and is now used to it.

“We had to stand in middle
school,” Labenz said. "I stand although
not many people stand.”

Some underclassmen said they
don’t stand not because of lack of
respect for the country, but because of
the lack of flags in the classroom.

“There isn't even a flag in my
homeroom,” said sophomore Brent
Pauba. “Nobody stands up. Then you
would feel stupid because everybody is
looking at you.”

Sophomore Hannah Andahl said
she doesn't stand for the pledge for the
same reason.

Both of these students are in
English teacher Dr. Jurgen Shawver's
first hour study hall.

Bexten said he was unaware of the
shortage of flags.

He said last year every classroom
was supplied with a flag by Woodmen
of the World.

The Omaha Public School district
also supplies flags and Bexten said there
should be a flag in every classroom.

Bexten said the only flag he
knew of that was missing was in the
courtyard.

He said he was notified and a large
flag was placed on the second side of
the room.

He said if there are any classrooms
that are without flags, the teacher
should notify him and he will make sure
to supply the class with a flag.

Shawver said he thinks one of the
reason’s students don't stand for his first
hour class is because of the number of
students.

“It seems like the more students
in the room the more students don't
stand,” Shawver said.

Shawver said he thinks students
should stand and show respect for the
country and those who have fought for
their freedom in the past and junior and
Army reserve member Rob Montag
agrees.

Montag said although he had a
break from reciting the pledge until
after the Sept. 11 attacks, he still stands
every morning.

e 50, at times we did have to

ds @' mside for long periods of time,”
ivhew said.

e tfl She said that they did see other

estoll ' T1can guards and that they went up
them and expressed their gratitude

lenid them and for what they were doing.

y afll They seemed to enjoy just seeing

5 d

R N

ier Americans after all the fighting,”
whew said.

She said that a rewarding thing was
‘1ng the children.

President George W. Bush and Congress designated Sept. 11 as Patriot
Day. '
Principal Jerry Bexten along with the senior class paid a special tribute
to the victims and families at the beginning of their senior homeroom with a
moment of silence.
Assistant principal Paul Semrad came on the intercom asking students
for a moment of silence, after the “Pledge of Allegiance” was read during
homeroom.

said.
Henderson said
time with her family.

“ My husband and my family talked awhile and we lit a candle to remember
as we said a prayer,” Henderson said.
Sophomore Bridget Meade said that she really did not know what to do on

the anniversary.

“I was in New York just 48 days before the attacks took place,” Henderson

Although  Montag  considers
himself to be patriotic, he thinks
everybody should stand.

“People should stand for the
pledge.” Montag said. "It's people like
me who are the reason these kids are
able to go to school. They should show
some respect.”

that she made sure that on the third anniversary she spent

nnual meeting brings students, teachers closer together while adhering to rules of public

BY MIKE SMITH

Students and faculty united to pray

peace for everyone in and out of the
ssrooms,

On Sept. 19 a national student prayer rally
titled, “See You at the Pole” occurred before
100l across the United States and right here

-entral.

Senior Kaley Eledge has been participating
the prayer rally since her freshman year.

Eledge said that there were quite a few
'ple art the rally this year.

"The biggest crowd was in 2001 after the
L 11 attacks,” Eledge said.

Some students thought there would be
re people praying at the pole.

Eledge said that the rally gained a lot of
be in 2001 because the attacks occurred so
ly in the week and the rally occurred later in

same week.

Sophomore Michael Mohr attended the

pver rally and felt united with the other

dents and teachers.

“I heard about the rally through my
church and 1 also saw the signs that were
posted around the school,” Mohr said.

Mohr is a Christian and he went to pray
for peace in our school.

Mohr was surprised at the turn out at the
rally.

He said that he saw students, teachers and
security guards.

He said it was nice to see the different
kinds of people who are actually Christians
at school that are usually hidden at a public
school setting.

Some students are very open about their
religious beliefs.

They really don't care and are proud of
what they believe in.

Eledge said that a prayer club has been
formed.

She said that it will be every Tuesday
morning in room 246.

"Anyone is welcome to the service, no
matter what religion you are,” Eledge said.

Principal Jerry Bexten said that all of

these activities of that nature have to all be
student initiated. If any students want to
form some type of club, they must follow two
specific guidelines. They must be both student-
organized and student-initiated.

Bexten said that they would provide a
place for the meeting.

Unlike other clubs who have sponsors,
Bexten said that this type of club would have a
stafl monitor instead.

Bexten also said that just like any other
club, they are free to advertise their meeting
around the school.

Whether it is signs or announcements in
the daily circular, they have the same rights as
every other club in the school.

Mohr said that he probably will not join
the club because he does not have any spare
time, but said that he will definitely attend the
rally next year at the pole.

He also said that he wished that more
students would stand up for their rights and
show their true colors and their religious
background.

'~. &
PHOTO BY KATIE MAPES/REGISTER
Senior Abby Franklin prays with fellow students at the annual prayer. Some students thought more
people would be at the pole after the two anniversary of Sept. 11. That was not the case.
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One common example of a virus is known as a worm because this type of virus is
able to “worm” its way passed firewalls and filters to re-create itself because it is

included in e-mail that is used everyday.

Officials concerned
with disabled filters

Access to personal e-mails, pornography,
other offensive sites may lead to viruses.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Omaha Public Schools (OPS) doesn’t
condone student access to unsuitable
materials for a school setting and has
designed software to prevent access to
inappropriate Web  sites, administrator
David Andersen said.

Pornography is considered offensive
material to the school and the restriction
settings at school aren’t successtully
blocking these Web pages.

Network system engineer at OPS
David Boster said that there i1s a filter
undergoing maintenance, which allows
access only for personal e-mail accounts.

“It’s a glitch in the filter for ourside
accounts to be allowed,” Boster said. “It
should be fixed soon.”

He said the firewalls in the district
were updated, but the problem with the
e-mail filter doesn’t have anything to do
with the change.

With students being able to access
their e-mails, it has increased the chance
of viruses being downloaded.

He said there hasn't been any reports
made to him about viruses.

According to the Student Handbook,
e-mail accounts shouldn't be accessed,
because it involves personal material.

It states that schools want to have
online privacy and safery.

Which means it doesn't want
students talking about their personal
lives because it could lead to meeting the
corresponding people from on-line.

The codes also enforce being
respectful. The amount of profanity can't
be monitored with personal accounts like
it can with the school’s.

Sophomore Laronda Wright said
that she thinks the Internet at school
shouldn’t block e-mails because some
students don't have computers at home.

“They (students) need to check their
mail and they should have freedom at
school,” Wright said.

If the school is worried about
profanity or viruses, she said they should
have some sort of a control or setting to
scan the Web page before it fully opens.

Boster said that is what the filters are
set to do.

Instead of scanning individual e-
mails before it's opened, the filters block
the site entirely.

The filters the district has set up
allow the option for administrators and
teachers to write a report to have the
student punished.

Since the filter is down, students can
be getting away with offensive material.

Sophomore Dan Susman said that
he thinks the district should keep the
filter off because students can check up
on other things than school.

“It could work for the classes that
aren’t doing much work in,” Susman
said. “l could check my e-mail and send
messages to people.”

Susman said if pornography was
involved, then that should be blocked,
but he doesn’t think anyone looks up
things like that during school.

An option to check e-mail to send
offensive material or to download viruses
to the school’s network isn't on freshman
Tassha Teamer's mind.

She said she thinks it will make the
school better to have the option to check
and write e-mails at school.

"A friend could e-mail you the

homework assignment,” Teamer said.

Freshman Nathan Anderson said it
depends on the way the students use the
personal accounts.

“If they are being used for just e-
mails, that should be fine,” Anderson
said. “But if they are used to download
viruses then something should be done.”

Andersen said the filters are not 100
percent perfect, but he and the other
administrators will use the punishments
in the handbook if a student is using the
Internet to look up unsuitable sites.

In a Computer Aided Drawing
(CAD) class, Susman said that the
computers in the room have random
pop-up windows.

“I am just working and then an ad
pops up,” Susman said. “None of them
are porn though.”

Network  administrator  David
Reinhart said that at the end of last year,
there was a problem with the computers
on the network.

There were improper pop-ups, some
dealing with sexual references.

This year, he said that there aren't
any problems with the computers,
but he said the filters aren’t fool proof
and sometimes things do get past the
restrictions.

All of the filtering is done at the
Teachers Administrative Center (TAC).

He said the filtering there does get
tighter and updates frequently to ensure
unsafe sites are restricted.

Boster said a way to fix the problem
of students going to prohibited parts
of the Internet is to have a teacher
supervising in the room.

“I am strongly enforcing that no
unsupervised labs are used,” Reinhart
said.

With teachers observing every room
and watching the students as they use the
Internet, he said he doesn’t think there
will be any problems.

The classes are also very full and so
teachers and other students could see if
anyone was downloading unsuitable
things.

“It hasn't been much of a problem
this year, because there aren’t any open
computer labs available,” Reinhart said.
“Most of the computer access is in
classes.”

Andersen said the e-mails would
be a distraction during classes and
the filters are necessary for the school
environment.

He said students are going to be
receiving e-mail accounts through the
school's system,

With these accounts, he doesn't
find necessary to have the personal ones
mn use.

E-mail accounts will be set up with
the students by filling out a card and the
account is activated.

He said it would be up to the student
to activate an account.

The Student Handbook clearly states
that no personal information should be
given out on the Internet at school.

Andersen said that there are also
guidelines with not allowing offensive
Web pages to be accessed.

First offenses for accessing vulgar
pages are 15 school days without any
access to the computers.

Andersen said the punishment could
then increase to expulsion if students
continue to violate the codes.
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2003 HALL of FAME: Nine of the Best

Nine graduates of Central will be inducted into the school’s hall of fame at the
fifth annual Alumni Association Hall of Fame banquet on Thursday, Oct. 2.
The festivities will begin with a dinner held in the courtyard of the 103-year-
old building, followed by the induction ceremony that is opened to the public.
This event shows the tradition of achievement for which the school is
well-known. Below are this year’s inductees.

Dolores Carlson Owen

Class of 1936

Owen is a native Omahan whose
leadership in community service
is legendary. She has served on
numerous boards. Owen continues
to be active with the Playhouse,
Goodwill Industries, General Crook
House, St. Joseph’s Hospital and
Salvation Army.

Raymond (Rusty) M. Crossman

Class of 1966

Crossman is an  Omaha
ophthalmologist whose vision for
Central led to the development of
the CHS Foundation which benefits
students, staff and the community. He
was instrumental in the completion
of the Vietnam memorial at the
school’s west entrance.

Y
)

Dovald F. Othmer

Class of 1921

Othmer’s many contributions to
the world of chemical engineering
earned him countless accolades
throughout his distinguished career.
In 1932, he joined the Chemical
Engineering Department at
Brooklyn Polytechnic  University
until his death in 1996

John F. Latenser

Class of 1940

Latenser has been a clinical
assistant professor of surgery at the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center for over 50 years. He has
developed innovative = wound-
healing procedures and skin cancer
operations and holds patents on
devices for low back pain.

Wilda Chue Shephenson

Class of 1939

Stephenson was one of the
first African American teachers at
Central, instructing in the business
department. She received an
honorary doctorate from Midland
Lutheran College in 1997 and has
also been honored by the YWCA,
UNL, UNO, and the Wesely House.

Phillip G. Schrager

Class of 1955

Schrager is a highly successful
Omaha Entrepreneur, sponsor of an
inner-city mentoring program, and a
passionate collector of modern art.
Schrager was named King of Ak-
Sar-Ben in 2000 for his generosity,
leadership, and dedication to the
community.

Gerald A. Hoberman

Class of 1954

Hoberman, the retired
president of Tires Inc., founded
the Winners Circle Educational
Program at Belvedere Elementary
in 1995. The program was
patterned after a similar one in his
business. He has received many
humanitarian awards.

Peter J. Hoagland

Class of 1959

Hoagland served three terms in
the US. House of Representatives
from Nebraska’s second district
from 1989 to 1995. He was a
frequent  speaker in  Central |
government classes. A graduate of
Stanford University and Yale Law
School, he currently practices law in

elyn dIZysman

Class of 1926

Zysman has been an advocate for
children for many of her 92 years.
She has won many awards for her
advocacy of children and is till active
in the community. She championed
several preschool  programs,
including Project Chance and Head
Start.

| Open 12 am - 12 pm

1123 Jackson St Omaha, NE 68102

BIG BRAIN PRODUCTIONS

1 days a week
342.2885

Custom Body Art and
Piercing
Intenationally Published
Award-Winning Artists
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ans disappearing
ecause of safety;
ttudents grateful

BY KATIE BACKMAN

'he number of vans students
i to and from school are slowly
i::1::r..~i11:1g because the vehicles are
1 considered very safe anymore.
Director  of transportation at
maha Public Schools (OPS) David
olfe said vans aren’t labeled as being
¢ anymore because they don’t have
. security cameras and too many
ople are packed in for trips.
“Senior Erin Jensen said she thinks

. needs to be cameras on the vans

cause it transports students.

I'he passengers on the vans with
maha  Public Schools (OPS) are
L..llv students who live in shelters or
opecial education courses.

\an driver Phil Malone said that he
ks 1t varies with each bus.

He said a driver can tell how a

i 1s going to go by the behavior of
¢ passengers.
e said none of the vans have
.. However, assistants to the
wers will ride along to report any
sturbances.

freshman Melvin Knudsen said he
y1 worried about his safety because
't is comforting. -
udsen rides one of the vans at

il¢ said the driver doesn’t show
w threat of harming the students.
Wolfe said if a student accuses the
ol any sort of physical or verbal
1se, the results could be harsh.
Malone said if any abuse was
ted, the driver’s job would be
minated immediately.
Ife said if a driver was accused
ting another student, he would be
=.'.-tcd.

I'he students on the vans would
<0 be questioned as to what they saw.
tle said he couldn’t personally hire
fire its employees, but he can make
commendations.

It 1s dangerous, if there was
mething brought up that happened

1 student than cameras are a must,”
nsen said.

To install cameras on one wvan,
alone said he thinks it would roughly
st $300.

That is why we have aides on the
ns.” Wolfe said. "Of course we have
d assaults like this in the past and that
why I would want cameras on every
n

Money like that could be used
wwhere, sophomore Danielle
witson said.

She said she thinks if it would
st that much for all the vans the
msportation  department at OPS
ould just save the funds.

"The cameras aren't even that big
1deal,” Knutson said

He said that 25 years ago was when
v vans became less popular because
idents weren't being transported to
fferent schools in vans that were not
ought of as safe.
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LIFE IN THE FAST LANE

Students use many different forms of transportation to go to and from school safely. Money is a deciding factor in
determining what mode of transportation is chosen.

' PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER

Freshman Israel Pommells gets on the Metro Area Transport (MAT) bus after school. It costs $1.25 each time a person rides.

Students ungrateful for public transportation

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Metro Area Transit (MAT) buses has
kicked students off the system because of
misconduct.

Marketing director of MAT buses
Lynda Barritt said that MAT buses kicked
Norris Middle School students off the sys-
tem last year.

“Students are primarily the only prob-
lem MAT bus has with its passengers,”

_ Barritt said. “We don't-expect anything dif-

ferent from the rules they are suppose to
follow at school.”

When sophomore Katerra Carroll
leaves school and walks to her bus stop, she
hopes there will be enough seats left for her.
The buses are overcrowded and usually 20
people are always standing on the afternoon
ride home.

Despite the congested buses she said
she doesn’t think there needs to be any
added security to the buses like security cam-
eras. She said she thinks that if there was a
security guard on board, it would be a waste
of time because the bus driver can manage
the load of the passengers on her route.

“The driver will tell them (passengers)
to be quiet,” Carroll said. "He will also slow
down the bus, too.”

MAT wants to make sure the Omaha
Public Schools’ students are safe, she said.

The performance on safety and being
on time are main concerns with MAT.

“The pickups around Central are
very different than other parts of the city,”

Marketing director Lynda Barritt said. “So
we try to learn the traffic patterns to oper-
ate the route through that area.”

Overcrowding on the buses is a prob-
lem to Carroll. She said she thinks they
need to make bigger buses. But Barritt said
the company is dctually considering scaling
down sizes of the buses.

Buses range from 35 to 40 feet long, but
she said they want to have buses about 20 feet
long. The bigger transits cost $265,000 that

_isn’teasy to replace or update as frequently

as she said the company would want.

The company is evaluating the camera
situation. She said they have made many
recent investments to increase the secu-
rity and safety for the buses. Sophomore
Nicholas Hug said he doesn't think the cam-
eras would make much of a difference.

He said he thinks the bus and the driv-
ers are pretty safe and there isn't much that
needs to be improved on.

“If it causes people to feel safer and
more comfortable, then we will consider the
option,” she said.

Being uncomfortable on the bus has
never crossed freshman Israel Pommells
mind. He said he thinks the buses are safe
without cameras, and that it could almost be
a waste of money. If the driver wasn't able
to handle the people, Barritt said they could
call in for assistance. She said the buses don't
have any cameras installed inside the bus yet
because the company just completed Global
Positioning Satellite (GPS) system.

“The GPS system was $2.5 million for

testing and installing,” she said. “It was com-
pleted about six months ago and it does a lot
of work creating a safe ride.”

Barritt said the GPS system will be able
to tell exactly where all of the buses are and
it records the time that the bus made its stop.
She said that if there were any complaint on
timing the system would have a record of
the entire route.

Another feature added is if there is a
passenger on the bus causing problems, the
driver can push a button to have the signs
flash, “Help call 911" to inform the public on
that there is a problem and call the police.

There also is a dispatch the driver can
call. It’s a two-way radio to have immedi-
ate assistance. Junior Briana Glaze said the
safety with the passengers is fine, but some
drivers can cause problems or make her feel
uncomfortable. She said they get really mad
with the student and yell at them a lot.

“Some of the drivers are out of this
world,” Glaze said. “They don't seem to
practice safe driving.”

MAT bus employees are required to be
at least 25 years of age and have a criminal
and driver background check.

“We make sure that they have clean
records and need to have a commercial
license too,” Barritt said.

The commercial license is for a transit
vehicle that is when the driver sits in front of
the wheels. She said because of this feature
on the bus, the drivers have to go through
extensive training on how to make safe turns
and making it to the stops on time.

Drivers checked

in multiple ways

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Sophomore Trista Kelly walks onto the school bus in the
morning, hoping she can trust the bus driver who takes her
to school.

Kelly questions the safety of some drivers that she has
had and said she thinks Laidlaw basically hires anyone.

Operations manager at Laidlaw Josh Goossen said
the bus company takes many precautions when hiring its
employees. He said Laidlaw has hired a company called DAC
that performs background checks on the possible employees.

Kelly said she doesn't think cameras are enough to keep
her safe for the entire ride. Sometimes she questions the
quality of the drivers.

Some school bus companies have tried to make it more
difficult to be a bus driver with the passing requirements the
employees must have.

“We (Laidlaw) haven't loosened or tightened security
in the recent years,” Goossen said. “We do check criminal
history.”

Laidlaw bus drivers have a number of tests they have o
pass before th(:}' take the training courses, Goossen said,

District supervisor of Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV) Ken Mach said to be a bus driver the person must
pass eye tests, driving tests and have his Commercial Drivers
License (CDL).

According to the Nebraska's Drivers Manual, for a driver
to need a CDL he would have to be driving a vehicle that is
26,000 pounds, carries 16 passengers or more or transports
hazardous materials.

Goossen said the written test consists of 20 questions.
The driving test practices safe child pickups and railroad
crossing. He saidghe drivers are tested and renew their bus-
driving permit once a year.

Mach said if the drivers don't pass the written test, they
can come back the next day to take it. It is usually the same
with the driving test, but sometimes it varies with what they
did wrong.

Once a year isn't comforting enough for Kelly. She said
she thinks certain drivers should be tested more and that the
older drivers should have the eye test at least twice a year.

“I think it (Laidlaw) could be a little stricter,” Kelly said.

Bus driver for Laidlaw Stephanie McKeone said there are
many requirements that must be met in order to be hired. She
said the company checks all the past records.

“They check to see if | have ever had any speeding or
parking tickets,” McKeone said. “Or if I have ever been in an
accident. If 1 have then I couldn’t have been hired.”

She said luckily her record is clean because she has never
been in an accident that was her fault.

Junior Terrance Robinson said he was on a bus that was
involved in an accident when he was in seventh grade. He said
the bus driver hit another car.

McKeone said she was in her bus a year ago and another
car ran a red light. The car hit the driver’s side of the bus, she
said no one was injured except her neck hurt a bit.

“l was rushed to Laidlaw's main office before the
hospital,” McKeone said. "1 had to go there and pee in a cup
so they could verify I wasn't influenced by anything.”

Kelly said she thinks bus drivers should be tested more
often if they have drug use or alcoholism in their history.

McKeone said the drivers wouldn't be hired if they
have records of substance abuse in the past. She said Laidlaw
conducts complete physicals frequently that ivolves her
having drug tests.

“The DMV does a lot of testing with us, too,” McKeone
said.

The tests pay off when sophomore Jordan Peterson
said he hasn't seen any bus drivers that make him feel
uncomfortable.

With the cameras on the bus, the drivers can use it in
their own defense whether it was an accident or an alleged
crime.

McKeone said last year she had to take tapes to the
police department to have them analyzed. She said bus
drivers’ responsibility is taken very seriously and they are
even monitored by local police.

unior purchases illegal items for friends, co-workers by aging nine years with fake 1D

BY MIKE SMITH
ame changed to protect identity.

Junior Jack Smith* has been living the life of a 26 year old
dhe is only 17 years old. .

Smith has a fake ID that he purchased for $20 ‘through
‘o-worker at his former job. Smith, who used to work at a
staurant, knew a dishwasher who sold fake ID’s in his spare
ne,

“Everyone at my work was buying one, so I thought that
hould,” Smith said.

Smith said that everyone was buying the IDs because
¢y wanted to purchase alcohol and they were not old
ough to purchase it.

“Ididn’t want to buy cigarettes and alcohol, I just wanted
for the pleasure of having it,” Smith said. :

He went with his co-worker to his house and he went

into his basement where he made the IDs.

“He had a bench where he worked and had a lot of
advanced computer equipment,” Smith said.

Smith had to have his picture taken, but really didn’t get
to see the making of the ID and didn't really understand what
he was doing when he saw the man making them. Smith said
that the man who was on the ID was 24 years old. He bought
it when he was 15 so it was a huge age gap.

Smith said that his other co-workers at work knew that
he had the ID and he told a couple of friends that he had one
also. ?

“Right when my friends knew that I had one, they
wanted me to buy them cigarettes, cigars and alcohol,” Smith
said.

Smith said that he doesn't do any illegal things, so he was
not eager to do them. Smith claims to never have used the ID
anywhere. He said he keeps it in his room away from the rest
of his family.

Smith may have trouble after the next four years, when
the old licenses become extinct.

The new licenses that were introduced this year are not
like the former laminated one’s that Smith currently has.

They are made on holographic cards with the states
emblem on it, which makes it extremely difficult for a person
to reproduce. The cards also have a barcode on them that
lets the Omaha Police Department (OPD) scan them into
the computers in their cruisers to access the public’s criminal
records.

OPD Officer and Media Spokesperson Cathy Martiec
said that if a person ever was caught using a fake 1D or
making them, they would be arrested.

Martiec also said that after the arrest the Douglas
County District Attorney will give the person the proper
charge depending on the circumstance.

School Resource Officer JV Stokes said that it is illegal to
manufacture or alter any sort of identification.

GRAPHIC BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Nebraska has created new IDs for people over 21 that of-
ficials claim are difficult to re-create.

upervisor for OPS bus supplier shows concerns about kids getting to school safely through quality of drivers

BY MIKE SMITH

A job that requires supervising the
Laidlaw busing service in Omaha and
Council Bluffs can be tiring.

Laidlaw has the perfect man for
the job.

Phil O’Donnell is the overall super-
visor in the Nebraska and lowa District
for the Laidlaw busing service.

; O’Donnell has been with Laidlaw
for 22 years and has pretty much done
the same job the whole time.

O'Donnell’s job is to look over
the affairs and operations of all of the
busing facilities in Omaha and Council
Bluffs.

He said that his and Laidlaw’s
main emphasis is on providing busing
for schools.

“We have two busing facilities for
Omaha Public Schools (OPS), one facil-
ity for the Millard School District and

PHOTO BY BRIAN LEE/REGISTER
il 0’Donnell is in charge of supervising all Laidlaw transportation for Omaha
blic Schools and Council Bluffs Public Schools.

one facility also for the Council Bluffs
School District,” O'Donnell said.

O'Donnell said that Laidlaw has
271 rounds around the city of Omaha
for busing, which he says does not
include the vans that they charter, just
the big yellow buses.

Security guard Frank Zavorka
in the mornings of the school day is
responsible to check in each and every
Laidlaw bus that lets students out.

“Any problems that occur, | will
deal with them and take care of the
situation,” Zavorka said.

He said that he is always in the
position to deal with things like that.
He said that ever since he can remem-
ber, he has been checking in and out
buses.

Zavorka also said that his main
concern is the safety of the students on
the bus, being a security guard and all.

O'Donnell said that during the

school year, the main emphasis is no
providing busing for students.

O'Donnell said that during the
summertime, charted buses are distrib-
uted to the City of Omaha along with
many other organizations, including
the Boys and Girls Club.

O'Donnell said a typical day for
him consists of going from branch to
branch.

“I am at the different branches for
an hour or so discussing issues with the
manager,” O'Donnell said.

He said he deals with everything
from school busing to employee prob-
lems.

“I basically oversee everything that
goes on,” O'Donnell said.

He said some of the challenges he
has faced during the workday take time
to overcome.

“The most continuous challenge is
the bus drivers working with the kids

is probably the toughest challenge,”
O’'Donnell said.

O'Donnell said that at the moment
with the failing economy, there is not a
real shortage of drivers that he has to
replace.

He said that his drivers, who are
21 or older, have to go under contract
and have to have 35 continuous hours
of educaton.

He also said that if they will be
driving for OPS students, OPS require
and additional five hours of continuous
education.

Overall, O'Donnell said that his
job is very rewarding,

“The best part is to look at every-
thing at the end of the day and see how
it all comes together,” O’Donnell said.

He said that he sees himself con-
tinuing this in the future, but his main
concern is getting the kids to school
and getting them home at night.
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Mtudents, faculty find way through construction confusion

People ran into a lot of surprises on the first day of school.
Over the summer, the school was transformed from an easily
naneuverable building into a crowded maze of barrier walls, dead
ends and new portables,

To students and faculty returning, the sound of jackhammers
mil drills echo throughout the day. This is one step beyond what
the renovations were like last year. Try taking a test with a con-
struction worker drilling a new sprinkler system into the ceiling
helow your classroom.

trical system. This includes raising the capacity of the system and
installing new technology that will enable the Internet to be in all
classrooms and offices.

The current electrical system has been in need of replace-
ment for several years due to of major advancements in technol-
ogy, specifically computers. Even more recently, the number of
computers and technology in the building have been causing
system wide circuit failures.

More importantly, classroom space is

On the bright side, the outcome of the
renovation is really going to modernize the
«whool, while preserving the character of the
miginal building,

In 1999, voters in the Omaha Public
school district (OPS) passed a bond for $277
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being added to the current building. A kitchen
has been added west of the old gym, and that
gym (room 144) will be turned into a cafete-
ria. The new east gym has also been modified
to allow a full-sized basketball court. Along
with this adjustment, a new weight room has

nillion to be used to fund renovations in
schools. This included funds for elementary, middle and high
schools,

Central is in Phase 4 of the renovation process, which primar-
ly consists of installing air conditioning, finishing the new east
£ym and completing the new kitchen and cafeteria. The school’s
lack of air conditioning has been an issue for some time, but the
issuc is finally being addressed.

A major upgrade to the existing building will be the new elec-

been built to replace a much smaller one and
at the same time make-up for the loss of the old gym. All of this
has been done to support the school’s growing population.

With a new cafeteria opening at the end of the first semester,
the old fourth floor cafeterias are being renovated. They, rooms 435
and 445, will be converted into computer labs and classrooms.

The two large rooms that once were used for conversation
and lunch will now be used for instruction and technology.

The new cafeteria is scheduled to be completed by Dec. 19.

Second semester will open with much confusion for students,
because many first semester classes are moving to different rooms
around the building.

The room changes will be difficult and confusing for the first
few days, but students will soon adapt as they have last year and
continue to this year.

Currently, gym classes such as Team Sports and Lifetime
Fitness are being held in portables 10 and
28. The classes are scheduled to move /i
back to a gym once the renovations in
the new east gym (room 050) are com-
pleted at the end of first semester.

However, it has been said that
renovations are more than a month
behind schedule.

While the workers are renovat-
ing sections of the school, students can’t
help but notice the massive dust walls that are block-
ing them from walking all the way around renovated floors.

These are in place to protect students from both construction
and dust.

Construction workers are not allowed to be in student areas
and students are prohibited from entering construction zones
around the building.

~ I'stood next to senior Mike Alfaro as he sat in
fospital chair with a needle stuck into his right
m. slowly draining his blood.

Instead of frowning and turning away, he
ared at the syringe, challenging it.

He looked at the needle with such intensity
at I thought it would shatter from the shear look
f dctermination in his eyes; determination to
Bt Leukemia.

“That one actually hurt,” Alfaro said after
4§ routine blood check, walking down the sterile

spital hallways to the parking garage. “They've
‘ver stuck it in that far.”

At age 17, Alfaro was diagnosed with
yclodysplastic Syndrome (MDS) on July 15,
03 If left untreated, MDS can develop into
ute Leukemia.

MDS occurs when there are chromosomes

issing from bone marrow cells, the chromo-
mes are also known as Philadelphia chromo-
mes.
Alfaro is one of 100 cases of MDS found per
‘ar in his age group. When I heard that it was
ch a rare occurrence, I knew it would be impor-
nt to document Alfaro’s journey.

Although he’ll tell you he feels fine, treat-

ment is necessary.

In order to treat MDS, Alfaro will have to
endure a painful bone marrow transplant, co-incid-
ing with chemotherapy and radiation treatments.
That is if his doctors find a matching donor.

None of his immediate family’s bone marrow
matches his, but Alfaro said there are two possible
donors that are currently being tested.

Once a match is found, Alfaro will be hospi-
talized for six to nine days, going through chemo-
therapy and radiation treatments and then finally,
the bone marrow transplant.

His recovery is expected
to take up to three months.

Until then, Alfaro endures
a weekly blood test to see if his
red and white blood cell count
changes.

Alfaro said these tests,
which involve a tourniquet

on his chair and readied his arm for the nurse.
Along with testing his blood, Alfaro must
take medicine. Alfaro is on two different medica-
tions. One is an antibiotic to prevent a pulmonary
infection, and the second is to prevent a yeast

infection from forming in his mouth, which can be
a side effect of the antibiotics.

If Alfaro contracts a cold of any sort, or
develops a fever, it could be fatal. Large crowds
like at school make Alfaro extremely susceptible
to germs. If he catches cold, the doctors may pull
him out of school.

: Alfaro said the problem

was first found at the 2003
American Red Cross blood
drive at school.

He said the Red Cross
was testing his blood and
found that his iron count was
very low and advised him to

o

and a quick extraction of

A COLUMN BY ASHLEY BROWN

see a doctor.
“At first, the doctor said

blood, have become routine
for him. While 1 felt out of
place, he seemed to be almost at home in the
hospital room.

You could tell by the way he set the armrest

they were fairly sure it wasn't

Leukemia,” Alfaro said. “When they first said that,
1 freaked. I had no idea it could have been cancer.”
After a bone marrow test and several blood

benior begins battle with disease, keeps positive outlook for future

tests, the doctors concluded that it was in fact
MDS.

“There are three possible outcomes of the
transplant,” Alfaro mumbles from a waiting room
chair. “It either fixes me, does nothing or sees my
body as being foreign and attacks and kills me.”

Alfaro said he had a hard emotional break-
down upon his realization and acceptance of the
fact that he could die from the disease.

“I was with a group of friends,” Alfaro said. “I
was watching a Korn video and one of the songs
just got to me. The next thing I knew, [ was on the
floor in a ball, crying ‘I'm going to die, I'm going
to die.””

Alfaro said his friends were very supportive
and helped him regain control of his wits. As a
result, Alfaro now seems to be numbed to the
tests.

That, or he is truly brave and has accepted
his situation. I asked him if he was afraid of death
and he said that he wasn’t, but tries not to think
about it.

“Whatever it takes to beat it, I'll do,” he said.

This is the first in a multiple-part series
documenting Alfaro’s journey.

BITTER BY CHOICE

A COLUMN BY KATIE BACKMAN

Selfish teenagers get
own name tattooed
for misguided reasons

Her name was Jessica.

I didn't know her that well, but
I didn't have to because she had her
own name tattooed onto the back of
her neck.

I guess it was for when she got
lost, so that somebody could return her
to her mommy.

Most people have their names on
their possessions at school, like text-
books and bookbags.

Heck, some parents even go so far
as to sew their children’s names into
their underwear.

I guess this process wasn't enough
for Jessica.

How low is her self-esteem? She’s
saying: “Hey everybody, look at me,
PLEASE!"

I guess during the summer, Jessica
was inclined to tattoo her name on her
own body.

I wanted to tap her on the shoul-
der and ask her why, but instead I
turned to my friend Christy to point it
out to her.

Only when | turned to her, I read
“Christy” on her bicep.

Curious and confused with what
was going on, | came to the conclu-
sion that these teenagers had obviously
experienced some sort of memory loss
and needed their names on their bodies
as a reminder of who they were.

So naturally I went to ask another
friend about the tattoos, but you can
already guess what was on his calf.

[ once thought that having a tattoo
was supposed to mean something.

But apparently now people have
become so selfish that they are tattoo-
ing their own names on their bodies.

This contradicts what [ learned
in elementary school. The D.A.R.E.
instructors always told us not to wear
anything with our names on it, so that
people couldn’t fool, then kidnap us.

I guess somebody forgot to tell
these guys.

I must have had to sit through four
or five long sessions during D.A.R.E. on
that topic, with an officer telling us not
to wear any name tags or apparel with
our names on them.

About five years ago, it was a trend
to get your named tattooed, in Asian
symbols, on your body.

I remember my friends in junior
high rtalking about it and seeing my
siblings’ friends in college doing it.

Now, my generation must have
gotten lazy and just decided to tattoo
their own name in a strange script text.

The sad thing is that the text for
everyone's tattoo is the same ugly
script.

At least with the Asian symbols,
people were thinking creatively and did
research their names.

I would like to know the signifi-
cance of that script text.

I can't wait to see Christy’s bicep
after she goes to college and gains the
“freshman 15."

How about when she turns 50
and “things” start to sag? The letters
tattooed on her body will begin to dis-
appear into the folds of skin.

“You're who? ‘C-r-y?™

I can't imagine my generation
as grandparents. We will be the most
unusual bunch of old people the world
has ever seen.

We're all going to have awkward
tattoos on our wrinkled old bodies.

My thoughts carried back to
Jessica.

I eased into a conversation with
her and asked if getting the rtattoo
hurt,

She pulled her hair off her neck,
probably to show it off more, and said
no.

Finally, I just asked her why she
had her own name tattooed on her
body. She looked around as if she
would find the answer tattooed on
someone else, and then it hit her.

“Because | know people put loved
ones’ names on their bodies so I put
mine on my body because I love me.
That, and my name looks cool written
in black script,” she said.

They are just like Steve-O from
the show “Jackass,” but sadly enough,
their tattoos weren't pranks or a dares.
At least in that show, having a draw-
ing of himself and signatures tattooed
across his back was an intentional joke.

It's sad to know that the people
I talked to were not dared or forced
into it.
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INVASION OF PRIVACY OR PROTECTING STIIDENTS

Security cameras were added to the school this year, resulting in a heate n the topic range from students who are angry about the cameras because they said they violate their privacy

= Cameras cause problems

Different forms of security needed
to help protect people, property &

EDITORIAL

® % 8 8 8 8 " 000 R8N

The OPINION of
the Register staff

Cameras installed in and around
the building are an attempt to bridge
the gaps in security, This will not be
effective.

If the cameras are trying to pre-
vent fights or catch students who are
disobeying rules, they just won't work.
More security guards around the porta-
bles and in the courtyard areas might.

This invasion of privacy may have
started with the portables, but the next
step may be cameras in the hallways
(which has already started), classrooms
or even in locker rooms.

The portables are a tough area
to secure, this is the only area they
should be talking about, just not with
cameras.

The cameras are not able to see
everything happening between the por-
tables, like a student being attacked.

Students would be much safer
if security guards or teachers were
walking around instead of a person
watching the students an entire build-
ing away.

A solution that could quickly end
this problem would be to transfer secu-
rity personnel from lower populated
schools in the district.

The cameras won't be able to dis-
tinguish trespassers from students with
such distance from the entire area.

Administration could have thought
the cameras would help this problem,
bur the school needs people at ground
level to watch for outsiders.

That would certainly be more
effective than cameras that can't even
see the entire vicinity.

Not only are the cameras ineffi-
cient, administrators can’t always wagch

Warning labels need to be g1{fen to people who fail to use their brain
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on campus, to others who feel that the addition promotes a safe and secure school environment.

the footage.

There isn't even a crew or a per-
son employed at school exclusively to
watch the cameras.

Officials can only watch footage
during their free time.

A solution shouldn’t be as extreme
as web cameras in every classroom like
schools in Biloxi, Mississippi, which
definitely constitutes an invasion of
privacy.

The cameras shouldn't be installed
if the problem can be fixed before it
starts by asking teachers to observe.

The cameras are a waste of the
school’s time and money.

In the 1999, Omaha Public School
(OPS) passed a bond for renovations.
A portion of that money was set aside
to be used for security and safety pur-
poses.

This money should be used on
more security guards instead of cam-
eras.

The cameras might document
who got into a fight, but more security
guards being hired means more profes-
sional witnesses.

The security guards at our school
do a good job, and we should have
more.

Without actual human security
systems, students are going to discover
angles the cameras can't see and partici-
pate in things such as fighting, smoking
and other illegal activities in that area.

Teachers should be patrolling the
areas during passing periods.

Like in lunch rooms, teachers can
watch for fights and other negatives
that the cameras are attempting to
prevent.

The more people you have guard-
ing the area, the safer it will make the
campus.

The cameras are obviously a waste
of time and won't catch students caus-
ing problems beforehand.

They are only there to handle situ-
ations aftex-they ve occurred. .

Surveillance maintains secure levd
creating a safe-school environme

A security camera mounted on
the outside of the building to tighten
security around the portables is one of
the best ideas the school has had in a
long time.

Students who think that teachers
and administrators pacing between
portables would be efficient enough
are incorrect.

With 28 portables, there would
never be enough bodies to watch every
space between the buildings.

A camera was installed in the early
part of the school year and was placed
on the building so it could have an aerial
view of the portables.

Cameras can't catch everything,
but can capture the faces of students
who could be breaking the rules.

How easy would it be for a student
to hide behind a portable for an early
morning cigarette break?

It would be very easy to do all
sorts of things that would not sit well
with school security.

Only positive and beneficial things
can come from any security cameras.

Some students think this is a viola-
tion of privacy.

Would they think it would violate
their privacy when the administration
used the cameras to track the people
who stole their belongings or harassed
them?

The security staff has more ground
to cover and observe and any cameras
would make their jobs easier.

The security guards are not lazy,
but this is a large school with a large
student body and a camera helps them.

With a camera viewing the por-
tables, it gives comfort to the students
who were weary about the safety
outside.

It is good to know that someone
can see what is going on, and that per-
sonal safety is not on the line.

It is also good to know that while

walking to a portable, if students get -

mugged or jumped, there will be
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EDITORIAL

The OPINION of
the Register staff

proof.

The camera also protect stud
and faculty from intruders on
property.

Many worry about the s
of school grounds, and the fact
strangers could walk up to studens
easily kidnap or assault them.

This will serve as a deterren
possible intruders to stay out of
building and away from students
faculty.

All measures of security u
considered when the cameras y
installed.

Students could possibly arguc
the money for cameras was taken
of the budget.

They couldn’t be more wrong

The money came from a g1
Money was set aside in the begin:
of the renovation process for all 1
of security needs.

Besides the fact, it is cheaper
the school to install cameras then
hire more security guards.

The officials didn’t spend an: m
money to keep students safe, but cve;
they did, nothing would be wron «
that at all.

Safety is something that stude
should be guaranteed when they a':
a public school, and funding shou!. §
be a problem when it comes to
and security.

Just because there are 28 porti
doesn't mean that teenage rebel:
hide behind one and cause disrupi o

Without a doubt, the care
should be there to watch what's ;«
on and help guarantee everyor
safety. P
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[ consider America to be full of educated people.

I believe that this is as a result of our public school sys-
tems, public libraries and financial aid programs for those
who would normally not be able to further their education
by attending college.

Americans have every opportunity to
gather knowledge for free. This country
has some of the richest and most power-
ful people in the world.

Yet there are still immense amount
of people who are walking the streets car-
rying the slightest bit of common sense

SUPRISE ME

contemplating.

I looked around my house for a few minutes and com-
piled a sample list.

For those who didn’t know, Duraflame fire logs are flam-
mable, Windex is not to be consumed,
WD-40 can be harmful if deliberately
inhaled and the contents inside that
coffee cup you just bought, may be
extremely hot.

There are labels that tell you that
chain saws should not be stopped with
your hands or any other body part,

with them.

A COLUMN BY DANIELLE WELTY

not to use a blow-dryer while you're

These people are the ones who light
their own farts on fire, blow up random items with last
Fourth of July's fireworks in their front yards and participate
in urban kayaking in monumental fountains.

For these people, we make warning labels.

These labels are posted just about everywhere. So justin
case you might have been confused about whether or not you
should stick your finger in electrical outlets, or pour water
down the back of your television because it looked thirsty, we
have made a label to save you the time you could have spent

asleep, ‘be kind and rewind’ your
Blockbuster DVD (Yeah, I know you can’t rewind a DVD.),
Superman costumes do not enable you to fly simply by wear-
ing them, you should avoid dropping your air conditioner out
the window, Magic 8 balls may be inaccurate and that Harry
Potter Toy Brooms do not actually fly.

I'm sorry to inform you all, but television remote con-
trols are not dishwasher safe, blankets will not protect you
during a tornado and Nytol Sleep Aid will cause drowsiness
and does not recommend you operate a bulldozer or any

other heavy machinery immediately after ingesting them.

I can only assume the majority of these accidents and
lawsuits that cause labels such as these to be printed occur
when the owner of such an object is either extremely bored,
intoxicated or in need of massive amounts of money and sues
the company on behalf of their own stupidity.

For example, the guy who sued McDonald’s for making
him fat.

Did he think that double cheeseburgers swimming
around in mayonnaise and excessive amounts of grease were
supposed to slim his waistline?

There are also those thousands of people who must
embarrassingly enter the hospital because they stuck some-
thing up their butt just to see if they could, and afterwards
found out that they couldn't get it out.

I have never had any issues with my immediate family
members or close friends ironing a T-shirt while wearing it,
bur there’s a label for that as well.

When cooking food, most people would defrost
Swanson Frozen Dinners before attempting to eat them for
their teeth’s sake. A person thinking logically would also
realize that after they heat bread pudding, it will most likely

Of course there are those rare occasions when it wus
company that messed up. Like those water Yo-Yo's wher
inside plastic was toxic.

This made the water inside the Yo-Yo toxic, and w1
children or dogs punctured the Yo-Yo's by biting them.
drank the toxic water, whether by accident or not.

And like most instances when living organisms in38inst
toxic fluids, it caused some problems. There are also tn
products, that when combined, are just asking for troub!: @ run:

For example, a bottle of White Out that comes v
several free permanent markers and a coupon for a dollar i nin
a can of spray paint.

The guy that thought that one up was probably no
concerned with the health of our youth. One would
that the average person would have more common s plac
than this. After all, most Americans know how to drive .- §
perform at least simple tasks at their jobs and some are #
capable of raising decent children. !

Yet for some reason there are those people who can
comprehend why they can't eat cleaning products. Th
people need help. .

So for your safety, Mr. Oxi-Clean eating man, w¢
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THE REGISTER

The Omaha Central High School
Register seeks to inform its readers accurately
as to items of interest and importance.

The staft strives to uphold the principles
of journalism in all its proceedings.

'The Register is a member of the National
Scholastic Press Association (NSPA), the
Nebraska High School Press Association
(NHSPA), the Journalism Education
Association (JEA), Quill and Scroll and
the Columbia Scholastic Press Association
(CSPA).

The Register is a four time Best-in-
Show winner for large newspapers at the
JEA/NSPA national conventions in San
Francisco, Boston, Phoenix and Dallas.

The staff hopes to repeat this at the
spring 2003 JEA/NSPA convention in
Washington D.C.

The Register staff is also responsible
for the publication of the EDGE feature
magazine, which has won a first place Best-
in-Show award for specialty publications.

The Register has won multiple
Pacemakers, which is considered the
Pulitzer Prize of high school journalism.
It has also won many Cornhusker awards

from NHSPA.

It has been awarded Gold and Silver
Crowns from CSPA for its overall work.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion
of the Register staff and do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of Central High School
or its facul

Signed editorials are the opinion of
the author alone, and do not necessarily
represent the opinion of Central High
School or the Register staff.

Letters to the editor are encouraged.

They can be sent to the Register at 124
N. 20th St., Omaha, NE 68102 or via e-
mail to Central. Journalism@ops.org.

Letters must include the author’s full
name and grade.

The use of pen names is not permitted.
Unsigned letters will not be printed.

Letters will be edited for length, clarity,
taste and accuracy.

Letters containing substantial
misrepresentation of fact will not be
considered.

Advertising information available by
calling (402) 557-3357. If there is no one
available, please leave a message.
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| Classroom “switching’ causes confusion

It anyone has ever thought that the hallways

Is g
tiofl ! (entral are nothing but a labyrinth, then just
mned vt until the turn of the semester.

Bo!
o

é

l (

I'he switching of classes, though inevitable, is
both inconvenient and confusing for all students.

iy now, there are probably a good number of

students who have realized that the classes on their
schedules will switch classrooms after

Slam dunk in portable 2g third pevied,

The administration understands this problem,
but unfortunately there is nothing that can be done
about it,

This was planned long before renovations even
started, so it is not like this is a spur of the moment
idea. .

The classes to be affected are the cafeterias,
study halls and rooms on

In the mean time, some gym classes have been
moved to portables 10 and 28, where students will
be learning the rules of games, health tips and
issues as well as other related information.

Officials are making an effort to cut down on
the confusion by keeping certain students from
going back and forth between portables and the
building.

first semester, for second semester.
This is all due to the renovations
being done to the school.

EDITORIAL

The OPINION of
the Register staft

the three and four side on
second floor.

During the summer,
the library, first floor
and basement were reno-
vated.

The computer labs will be shut down as well
this next semester.

Then there are those classrooms that fit a
bunch of students this semester, but will not fit
those students second semester.

Schedules with those problems had to be split

as Students have a hard enough rask
re @l zetting from class to class on time

through the zoo of people, where the
will classes may even be on opposite ends
, till of the school.

A lengthened passing period, now six minutes
ngf nstead of five, was given to help remedy the prob-
th@ lem of students being tardy, but students are still
lel running late.

W Both faculty and students know that the begin-
ar @ ning of the year is utter chaos when getting the stu-
dents accustomed to their new schedule, and now it
ot fl has to be done all over again.
th Not to mention certain classes being put in
sel places they seemingly should not be, like gym
a @l classes being put into portables.
[

This was known as up.
Phase 3B. Phase 4 is the There will eventually be a lot more switching
around, such as the old gym becoming cafeterias.

The whole switching of schedules is just as
confusing and hectic to the students as it is to the
staft.

About 2,500 students and around 60 staff are
being aftected by these changes. It is not just the
students who are being put in an inconvenient situ-
ation.

All in all, the displacement of classes is in fact
inconvenient, but everyone is just going to have to
bite the bullet and bear with it.

one cu l'I'Cn['ly in l'}fd('l',

The administration admits that the last phase
was not completed on schedule, bur it was pretty
close. Many obstacles come up that slow down a
huge undertaking like this.

The main problem with the gyms is that the
floor placement were way behind schedule, and the
gym floors obviously cannot be used until they are
done.

It has been predicted that the new gym will be
done around Dec. 17.
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OPS sues state for
legitimate reasons

Nebraska's school funding system
is in a desperate need of a change. The
future of the state isn't looking too
bright, with almost one-fifth of stu-
dents failing out of high school.

School Board members for Omaha
Public Schools (OPS) voted unanimous-
ly to sue the State of Nebraska because
they said they felt the school funding
formula was unconstitutional.

The u.s.

such services to students, especially
minority students, without proper
funding.

If the Nebraska funding system
was adequate and was providing
schools with what they needed, then
there wouldn't be such a shocking
percentage of students failing and
dropping out of school. Especially
certain minorities who need specialized

Census Survey of
local government
finances showed
that 16 percent of
students were not
graduating. When

EDITORIAL

The OPINION of
the Register staft

teachers.
The current
funding system

doesn't even come
close to what it costs
to get kids to meet
the academic stan-

broken down,
that's 45 perfect of African-Americans,
44 percent Hispanic and 53 percent
Native American students,

This is obviously a very serious
problem. Schools with a high concen-
tration of minority students get pro-
vided less funding than the statewide
average. It's discriminating against
minorities.

The students who aren't fluent in
English, capable in reading, mathemat-
ics or writing are the ones who aren't
being provided with highly skilled
teachers and enriched curriculum.

Specially trained teachers are what
Nebraska needs. These teachers are
needed to teach students basic English
so that they can function in society.
Without funding, these teachers can't
be provided and the children are imme-
diately affected. Low-income students
and special education students are also
affected by the funding system.

Research studies have proven that
high-quality teachers, sound profession-
al development, small class sizes, pre-
kindergarten and all-day kindergarten,
summer school programs and other
specialized curriculum programs are
very effective when adequately avail-
able. Schools are not able to provide

dards, which are set
by the state.

The state is setting a standard and
isn't providing the resources neces-
sary for schools to meet them. That is
unconstitutional and that’s what OPS is
trying to prove.

Other school districts, such as
Grand Island and South Sioux Ciry,
have joined OPS in the lawsuit. Lincoln
Public Schools, on the other hand, is
taking the state’s side.

Clearly, the Nebraska school fund-
ing system is unconstitutional. It vio-
lates the mission of the public school
system which states, “The mission of
the state of Nebraska through its public
school system, is to offer each individual
the opportunity to develop competence
in the basic skills of communications,
computations, and knowledge of basic
facts concerning the environment, his-
tory, and society; Offer each individual
the opportunity to develop higher order
of thinking and problem-solving skills
by means of adequate preparation in
mathematics, science social science,
and foreign languages and by means
of appropriate and progressive use of
technology; Instill in each individual
the ability and desire to continue learn-
ing throughout his or her life.”

Frugality needed to make
grant money last all year

Central received a $120,000
grant last year to use for after-school
activities and the money has begun to
run out which brings up the somber
possibility that clubs may be cut.

This grant was funded by the 21st
Century Community Learning Center

approved or denied by the coordinator
according to what the request is and if
it is possible.

The problem with this system
is that not all clubs receive the same
amount of money. Tae Kwon Do club
had to pay for professional instruc-

to support many non-competitive tors to come in and teach, which costs
sports and clubs. much more than
However, it cannot something  small
be renewed because CHEETA might
the qualifications EDITORIAL need., 5

have recently been e ™ If another
changed so that no The OPINION of means of money

individual school is
allowed to apply.

the Register staft

to sponsor clubs is
not found then the

The grant offi-
cially ended last school year and there
is enough money to fund the clubs for
one more year if the school does not
have to pay for a full-time coordinator.

Catherine Hanrahan, retired coun-
selor, was hired as a part-time coor-
dinator to cut back on the expenses
of former full time coordinator Patti
Gatzke. The way clubs receive funding
is by applying for a stipend, basically a
mini grant, which pay for any item that
the club may need. The stipends are

fun social aspect of
clubs with people who share the same
interest as you, will be gone. Also,
many colleges look to see how involved
a student was during high school. This
includes how many clubs students
participated in.

Hopefully this year the new
coordinator will be frugal about
where the money is going and if it's
completely necessary so that as many
clubs as there are interests of students
can continue.

Junior learns valuable life lessons from elderly water aerobic students

Everyday during my class at exactly 5:45 p.m., I respect-
llv vell goodbye to one of my 90-year-old students.

I'wo years ago, I was given the opportunity to work in a
pol. teaching ladies in that age group water aerobics.

I'was 15 and with no other work available, I jumped at
¢ opportunity. I had no clue for what [ was in for.

I'was under the impression that I
uld teach the class, and pocket a few
fiks doing it. 1 was not really taking
¢ ume to look at the whole aspect of
10 and what I would be doing.

I remember walking in the first day
dsecing all 15 ladies. [ was so nervous.
en [ realized that I loved people and

EAT MY WORDS

The age of my students does not really matter to me. At
first it was a huge culture shock, but I soon got over it.

Some youth today, feel the need to put stereotypes on
people who are older then them. Some disrespect them, their
property and their belongings.

It is despicable that young people do this. If a 16-year-
old male can get along and respect 40
ladies who are much older then him,
then other young people should be able
to do it, too.

My students know everything and
I mean everything, If one of my friends
walked into the pool area during my
class, my students would know his
name, his mother and his dog. | am not

atit would be all right.
That was then. I'm still there and

A COLUMN BY MICHAEL SMITH

kidding you. I tell them everything,

gt

Every Monday through Friday at 5:30 pm., | step into
¢ role of a teacher. I am the instructor and have to real-
* that my students, who are four times my age, are my
1dents,

[ find counseling and closure in tell-
ing my class about my day at school, my friends, my weekend
and what life changes I am going through.

It is tough being a junior and dealing with being a
teenager, owning a car and going to the biggest high school

in Nebraska. So talking out my problems and hearing input
really helps.

Although, I should not talk about some things with my
class, I do. I talk about my friends, sex and things that are
happening in society today and different things that really
mterest me.

I have never felt so involved in the news and current
events because we have talked about it all.

These ladies, help me make some of the biggest deci-
sions in my life. I am so grateful for their encouragement in
helping me through life struggles.

The cool thing about my class is that everyone comes
from different backgrounds and different cultures and every
single person has a different opinion on everything. Trust me,
if you want an opinion come to my class.

We all value the opinions of others in the class, even
if we do not agree with each other, we respect each other’s
opinions.

Even though we talk a lot and by a lot, I mean a lot, we
do daily routines that | have personally developed to make
my class the best.

egative opinion concerning school board bureaucracy changes

As a devout CNN junkie, I occasionally come upon sto
s about school boards and their decisions to make massive
15 1o programs at high schools.

I was always outraged when I heard that a school would
 longer have an art department, a music department or an
hletic team. I always assumed that oficials were not think-
£ through all their options.

That their decisions were hastily made and not well
anned. Fortunately, my thoughts changed on the issue.

This summer [ attended a leadership camp in Warwick,
¢w York. One of the important components to the camp
as the teaching of social action. Every few nights we would
Ve a social action related program. One of these programs
45 about school boards and their budgets.

This program allowed groups of high school students to
¢ate an ideal school. Money was issue,

The groups were allowed to have anything they wanted.
my group the school had the best teachers, the best books,
Imerous libraries, a special education department, a robot-
$lab and even a hovercraft.

The group leaders then informed the students that the
hools needed to be modified to fit a budget, for an intercity

school, not unlike Central.

The school had a budget of $6 million. Based upon the
budget, we were supposed to alter the ideal schools’ depart-
ments and programs.

That really seems like a lot of money,
until it actually has to be used.

The main priority of my group was to
have the best teachers and books first. In
having just 75 of the best teachers we were
already over-budget. This many experienced
teachers cost the group over $6 million.

The group argued for an hour on how to
keep the best teachers while still buying the

THE WORLD ACCORDING
TO ME

amounts of sports teams, and extra-curricular activities. This
is truly amazing. Credit has to be given to the School Board
for making sure that the students in Omaha Public Schools
(OPS) are given every possible oppor-
tunity to succeed.

If the group I was with became
so involved in making sure that a fake,
non-existent school had the right pro-
grams for its imaginary students, then
imagine what our School Board must
go through just to make sure that
every school, not just Central, has the
best programs for its students.

Nebraska has cut massive

other necessities to the school. That includes
all the basic things, such as textbooks, clubs,
food programs, or an administrative staff.

By the end of the program, all the group could afford to
have as perks to the school were three athletic teams, an art
department, and an honors program.

Look at a school like Central. Despite the fact that there
is a significant lack of funds, the school maintains amazing
art, theater and music departments, not to mention abundant

A COLUMN BY SARA RIPS

amounts of funding to schools all
over the state.

This has caused many schools to suffer.

There is school that cannot afford to run for a full five
day school week. OPS has not only been able to maintain
all of its departments and programs, but also keep all of its
extra-curricular activities.

OPS is suing the state right now. The lawsuit alleges

Each exercise in my routine is adopted and praised by
the Aerobic Exercise Association (AEA). 1 feel that [ am a
good instructor, and take the time to try and make my ladies
work hard to lose the weight.

I am also overweight so I know what they are going
through.

Being overweight, makes eating decisions hard and by
understanding that there are people out there who are like
them makes the interaction in the class by far the best.

Talking and making jokes helps me and my students
with our self-esteem. It teaches them that looks and what
is on the outside don't count. It is what is on the inside that
does.

Last March, I thought of the idea to have a big party to
celebrate our class.

With St. Patrick’s Day around the corner, 1 put on, with
the help of my ladies, a huge potluck dinner.

We had huge amounts of food, decorations and of
course everyone had to be there.

It really showed how great the relationships with my
classmates were,

after attending camp

that parts of the Nebraska financial system violate laws in
the state constitution that deal with the education and equal
protection clauses.

School officials also claim that there are violations of
Title V1 of the Federal Constitution.

This year the OPS budget was cut by $740,000.

The money that was cut goes to help not only fund
athletics, teachers’ salaries and those shiny new text books
we all love, but also, more importantly, that money goes to
make sure that the individual student is given every oppor-
tunity to excel.

Unfortunately, this money will not be as readily avail-
able this year to help out the students who truly need the
assistance.

The students who are truly going to suffer are going
to be the ones who can not speak English, and do not have
money.

I think that the OPS School Board deserves our support
and gratitude.

It has continued to give many students the opportunity
to have a wide curriculum which is not possible for other
students in the state,



“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
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More students should take AGT/SAT

More kids should strive to study, plan for and rtake college
entrance exames.

The recently released ACT test results from Omaha Public
Schools (OPS) show that not enough students in the district take
the tests.

Also, some students who take the tests don't score high enough
for automatic admission into the University of Nebraska system.

Too many students think that they aren't college material, so
they don't plan on taking the tests during their high school career.

They are wrong,

The ACT and the SAT simply show your rank among other
juniors and seniors taking the test around the nation. The rankings
show that students are beginning to fail.

Many students know that to get accepred

all OPS high schools.

The students who took the exam last year and scored high
enough to enter into a Nebraska state college and further their
education should be commended for keeping up with the 2002 ACT
ranks.

Central's ACT average was 21.2 points, which was just short of
the Nebraska State average of 21.7 points.

With the education that this school provides, the average scores
should be higher.

However, the school was consistent with the scores for the 2002
ACT. This is a positive for Central because compared to other OPS
high schools, such as North High School, whose numbers dropped a
1.8 points from 2002 to 2003.

When deciding whether or not to take the

into colleges they must take the ACT or the

WAL The problem is that today students don't EDITORIAL
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care about college as much or just don't plan
out their futures that well.
Students need to make an honest attempt

test, keep in mind that it is proven that college
graduates earn more money than simply high
school graduates.

If a person wants more money, then he
should take the entrance exam unless he wants
to make minimum wage the rest of his life. If

on these tests,

They are important for their future and can determine whether
or not one will be accepred into a university or receive a scholar-
ship.

It is unrealistic for students to pass up the chance of a lifetime
because they simply do not care.

Students need to care and need to take the time to put forth the
effort and the responsibility as young adults in the real world to do
something tor themselves.

It students’ future plans include continuing their education,
then the ACT and SAT are the right answers. College is not for
everyone, but waking up early on Saturday morning to take a test is
not going to kill them.

Out of all the OPS high schools, Central had around 62 percent
of seniors take the ACT last year, which is the highest percentage of

you are having doubits, just take the test. You can
always change your mind about the furure later and it’s always better
to be safe than sorry.

Teachers and fellow students should push students to take these
tests before graduation.

Society should want and support teenagers of today to succeed
in life because the future is at stake.

Teachers could also start taking sample questions from old tests
and provide the material to students. They should also incorporate
them in their lesson plans to enforce good study habits.

Students should also just take the test for themselves to show
what they have learned over the course of four years.

It is a must for all students to take these tests and prove to soci-
ety they can do it.

Keep in mind that what you do affects Central and its students.

(3 HEROES &ZEROS B

Faculty, students reacting well to construction

While renovations are fully underway, faculty and
students have handled the dilemma better than expected.

Students make classroom changes without much trouble

The process has been very stressful, but students and
faculty have adapted to the classroom changes and have
made the proper route adjustments in order to make the
passing periods flow smoothly.

When more changes occur, hopefully students will
continue handling the situation well.

Students’ families, custodians join in preparing for school

Families helped with moving classroom materials over
the summer and should be commended for their quick
work.

Cleaning for the start of school was needed after the
summer renovations, so janitors quickly moved everything
out of the courtyard, the hallways and the auditorium so that
the school could function in August.

Custodial staff did an outstanding job cleaning

The custodians cleaned the school numerous times to
make sure the building was ready for the first day.

Students must be at school by 5:30 a.m. for parking

With all of the construction workers, Creighton
and CHS students, parking at school has become a huge
problem.

Some students have to wake up at 5 a.m. just to get a
parking spot near school.

Students tend to their homework or just sleep until the
first hour bell rings.

Noise hurts students, will reflect on test scores

The renovation noise has caused a great disruption
amongst both students and faculty.

Students can not concentrate on their studies and it’s
becoming hard to listen.

Student’s will just have to try hard to shut out the
renovation noise and continue their regular school work.

Exits cause hysteria amongst students

Student body traffic at the “C”is a huge annoyance for
students and staff.

The “C”is an entrance and an exit. It should not be used
as a social hangout.

Students need to spend less time talking, so that the
congestion lightens for the remainder of the year.

Taking stand in tough time
leaves junior bitter, resentfy

I know I did the right thing.

After being sexually harassed for
some time last year, | eventually told an
administrator.

Once I had solid evidence that the
kid was doing this, stemming from a
teacher witnessing it, I was told by
administration, “Well, we need to take
into account this boy's emotions and
feelings, too.”

I know school officials have a
difficult job and I've been helped by
them as well, but I really didn't get the
attention that I needed in this situation.

Not only did 1 feel completely
left in the dirt, 1 felt entirely disgraced.
Almost instantly, I regretted having told
anyone,

We're supposed to be able to talk
with administration, the counselors and
any other authoritative figure at school.
They are supposed to help us.

I was led to believe it was my fault
and that I provoked him. They asked if
I'd ever given him permission to “touch
me”, or if I'd ever said I enjoyed it.

I know that there has to be due
process, but this was ridiculous.

This boy was now the victim. Even
though a teacher, along with numerous
students had seen him do these things
before, I couldn'’t be telling the truth.

I'm not exactly sure why, but they
seemed to side with him.

Maybe it was because he was an
honor roll student. Maybe because
he was involved in a lot of school
activities.

Maybe because he had never been
much of a problem before, but I fell
under all of these same categories.

There was never really, and still
isn't, a reasonable explanation.

Officials say they're in it to help
you.

Help you achieve, to receive
an education, and leave having
accomplished something.

However, 1 did not see them do
any of this.

They seemed like they would
rather protect themselves then do what
was right for me.

For the most part, they were of
no help. rest e

The boy was removed from two
of my classes, and expelled for a short
period, but that was only after hours of
contemplation.

However, I did not feel this was
enough. Not only did he violate my
privacy, he violated me.

Is missing a few days of school,
adequate punishment? How is that

School for gays, lesbians, bisexualj
fails to prepare students for world

There's a accredited public school
in New York City that caters to gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
students.

Having a safe environment for
kids to learn in is always a goal for all
schools, and the Harvey Milk School is
no exception.

Although these students may
be stepping into a more nurturing
and understanding environment by
attending a specialized school, they are
also falling further and further away
from the real world.

If gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender students choose to seclude
themselves at school, they will not have
a strong voice in society.

If students keep separating
themselves, society will begin to think
that they really are different.

The students will start voluntarily
segregating themselves from other
students. They won't be treated as
equals unless they fight for it. To
be accepted, you must be willing to
accept.

Every student has special needs
and it would be nice if everyone had
their own special school, but that’s
simply not how the world works.

By shutting the doors on their
problems, they are doing nothing but
hurting themselves,

It is not a perfect world. Students
should educate each other. They should
want to make the world better, not
hide from its cruelties. In reality, when
a problem arises, you can't simply walk
away from it.

You must learn to cope and deal
with problems, regardless of how
difficult it may be or seem to be.

It’s life and at some point everyone
has to learn how to handle it.

These students should realize that
it is not a matter of being different,
it's a matter of learning to accept
society, learning to adapt to different
environments and become socially
adequate, )

High school is a major growth
period and whether or not you're
having a negative or positive experience,
it’s one everyone must endure.

Turning your back on life and its
problems will eventually make you face
the problem again, with no where else
to turn.
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THAT’S WHAT SHE SAID i#-c ~
A COLUMN BY COURTNEY THOMAS ES{:}
going to stop him from doing it aga; ;‘en'
It's not. It is not anything that wi, ot
prevent him from doing it again. ith

Having no satisfaction and still I fe
feeling at ease, I decided that a g
idea would be to file for a protecy
order to keep this boy as far away
me as possible.

If the school wouldn't help me f:
safe,  guess I'd have to do iton my oy
I was always under the impression g
were there to protect me.

I should never have had to go
far. They should of been happy to ha
a “sexual predator” revealed, but Jffar E¢
weren't. s

They were just happy that thgistrat
were done having to deal with MY I
Having to deal with something (-8 are
could potentially make them look b:

hcker
thout

and hurt the school’s reputation. | ‘l ¢

They were happy they could mo @ 1t 2
on and spend time worrying abo@Yy S€¢
more important things like studer Ik
cussing in the hallways and K ocke
skipping class. d@rk tk

That really makes me feel aficolla
That really makes me want to congll I}
to school. pened

I'm glad I told and don't regr: M6LY:
However, it took its toll emotionay
and was quite a hassle to get throu, WFselv

Luckily the boy never talks 1o ebc
anymore, I don't really have any mof#mm
problem with him.

He’s in one of my classes a..figredi
this year, but sits no where near me ar
never speaks to me.

However, he was allegedly doirg
the same thing to one of my be
friends last year. _

It pained me to see her putig
up with it for so long and not tell; O
anyone. :

' Aftét seeing wharHappemed to mg «
she was scared to tell anyone and |.#0 P€
felt like it wasn't worth it. I can see v
though. I wouldn't want to go thro #8550
what | did again. doug

I still hear girls telling me he d
the exact same thing to them.

This makes me so angry, so sad i
furious with administration, but | guc# PO!
that’s just the way things work. 3 alo
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Going through school is suppose
to prepare you not only for college. b
for life in general.
Living in a society whel
everybody is accepted, and nobod: & Ed
looked down upon for being differciliould
is nonexistent, If
Perhaps life in the future will hille M
like that, but for the time being, socic ¥t p
is far from that ideal. gen
In society, there will alwadlinkt
be people who will never accey®ngs
homosexuals. Teenagers need to lcard$e
to deal with stereotypes and accept th¥odu
tact that they will always exist. 0 be |
They have to experience growin#eser
up, so that they aren't shocked onc¥fat!
they are out of high school. '
Life shouldn’t be segregated by an##NC)
type of preference. |
Schools shouldn't baby studen
now because they are supposed to !
prepared for the future.
Segregation was supposed to ha#ar |
ended back in the 60s. Now people warl
to revert to it to suit their needs? §c re
For the most part, if the studen®¥ese:
are harassed, tormented or teased, thc¥ Bo’
learn to deal with the situation. Mge
Students do get teased at schou®oun
there’s no way around it, but at lea$#OW
at a school with diversity, these studer®e th
learn how to deal with these ver8pO:
complex issues, Xty
Gay,  lesbian,  bisexual ¢
transgender students at Central ar plly
simply treated like any other student
Perhaps they receive a certaj
amount of grief, yet they are able ©
deal with situations and are doing the::
best. They are also able to educate th¥F3r
uneducated. E
Besides, administration is availab’™ ™M)
if any harassment is taking place. Par@

ar E
I
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of life is learning, '
When these students are in % th
environment where everything |

formed around suiting their lifestylc® ork

they are not learning. ecal

These students should face life an. '

not be scared of what's to come. st
A

|
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spots.”

“I get up at 6 a.m. and have a hard
time finding a place to park. We need
to get a parking lot or more parking

AMANDA WIRTH (10)
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1
dent appreciates lockers

.qr Editor,

The three-to-a-locker situation may
a problem for some students, but
cause of renovations, other students
uldn't have a locker because they're
the renovation areas.

So I feel that it’s only fair for there
he three students to a locker unless
+re ( the lockers) extremely small.

: ——
AINg | mean, I wouldn't want to have a _
Julll | ; that is in the renovation area and

without one until the work is done.

Nog | teel that having three students to
OO@  ker is only fair or others would be
tiog thout one.
ron
fe mes Whelan (10)
w
he =
s Jrangement bother students
1a
hegeir Editor,

| just want to point out how
hegistrated people are with the lockers.

i@iny lockers only have one shelf, and
thalk 2re supposed to fit three people in
o | opened my locker the first day 1
ovl 1t and [ was shocked by how small 7
oulfey scem to be.
andl | know that we can go out and buy
<idlllocker shelf, but most people can’t

sk them right, and they usually break

§ collapse.

,T.]i | also noticed that when I first Distribution handled better
ened the locker, they were extremely
t ety Dear Editor,

| know we can take care of that
k. Brselves, butit's frustrating. Hopefully
mebody can do something about this
or@lemma.

-aifleredith Beaver (10)

I really believe that the locker
situation could have been handled
differently.

A few weeks before school started,
students should have been able to pick
one or two partners and get a locker in
a convenient place.

We should be able to get a locker

portable class for
homeroom and my locker is located
in the corner of a hallway right next to

an|
i near our classes.
Jye are overcrowded I have a
indlear Editor,

infl Our school is way overcrowded. construction.

B¢ locker situation is unfair.
nell [t was crowded enough with just
us ¢ people to a locker, but three?

There are no classrooms 30 feet
from my locker.
I have to carry most of my

sl That's ridiculous. Some of my books all day for unnecessary reasons.
1ol ssrooms are so crowded there’sbarely  Next year, 1 believe that it would be
“fhough room for everyone. wise to change the system they have
oell The stairwells and west side of the ~implemented now.

ilding are way too crowded.
ol 1t takes three minutes to get from  Audrey Hatch (10)
el portables to the inside of the build-

A .;]ni‘lt‘.

That is what is wrong with our

hool. Administration is to blame
4
l Dear Editor,

pra Fletcher (9)

I am not satisfied by the way the

think it was a good idea to put people
from the same class as you as your locker
partners,

I mean that I think the idea of hav-
ing three locker partners is all right, but
not being able to pick your locker part-
ners is stupid.

We don't know if we can trust our
locker partners because we have never
met these people before,

Ilike to keep a lot of expensive gad-
gets and I don’t want my stuff stolen.

Devin Croffer (10)

Studggts want ¢leap-shelves

Dear Editor,

Due to the construction, my locker
is so dirty. There is rust colored dust ev-
erywhere.

The school or construction workers
should clean the lockers before distribut-
ing them to students.

The dust is ruining my books
and notebooks. Please take care of this
soon.

Kari Greguska (11)

Renovations must end soon

Dear Editor,

When 1 came back to Central
this year, it didn't seem the same and
the renovations have made it an un-
enjoyable experience.

Having to walk from the portables
up to the third floor, and then back out
isn't very easy.

Even though they are air condi-
tioned, I would prefer to be in regular
classrooms more. As if our school isn't
already crowed enough, having several
hallways blocked off makes it even hard-
er to get through the mess.

The locker situation is horrible,
oo, All three of the girls sharing my

locker are all involved in a fall sport, so™

we each have big bags in there and they
take up a lot of room.

I know I will be really happy when
all the renovations are done. I don't
really enjoy it right now.

Katie 0’Banion (10)

Demands space at school

Dear Editor,

are packed and slow.

If we had an in and out door for
everything, things would go quicker.
Parking is another big issue. We have
one senior parking lot, but at least 400
students who are seniors.

A lot of juniors, some sophomores
and freshmen are driving, too. Does
the school care? No, not really We
just get told they aren’t responsible for
what happens. I get here at 6 a.m. and
have a hard time finding a place to park.
We need to get a parking lot or more
parking spots.

One last issue is having three to a
locker. There is not enough room.

The school needs to pull together
and make it more convcniﬁm for the
students. o

Amanda Wirth (10)

Barricades cause confusion

Dear Editor,
You walk to the end of a hallway

planning to go down a staircase or
around the floor, only to run into a dead

end. I can’t wait until this is all finished.

() school has given out lockers. I don’t With the renovations, the hallways ~ Michaela Briardy (9)
LETTERS, E-MAILS, FAXES, POLLS. CARTOONS
LETTERS 10 THE EDITOR WANTED
udent wants diversity in newspaper
ed Letters to the Editor are gladly accepted in room 315, via e-mail

wullcar Editor,

[ personally think that you should write about other cul-
r@ s more. Central is a diverse school, but yet when I open
if#¢ Fdge magazine or the Register, | don’t see the diversity it

ol ould have.

If someone were to transfer here from another school

office.

at Central.Journalism@ops.org or in Mr. Deabler’s mailbox in the main

Letters must be factual and contain the author’s full name and
grade. Incorrect or unsigned letters will not be printed. The use of pen
names is not allowed.

Are passing periods too short?

—

REGISTER YOUR OPINION

' DO YOU THINK THAT THE

NEW SECURITY CAMERAS
ARE BENEFICIAL TO THE |
SAFETY OF STUDENTS? |

|
“I guess for the people
| passing in the hallways and por-
tables, it's a good thing. For the
rest of the school, no.”
Jessica Lewis (10)

“Yes, definitely because

if something happened, then

: security could go back and see
| vho did i

¥ ™ Theresa Vacha 9

“Not really, because some
people might not want other
| people to know who is watch-
ing them.”

Shanesha Mapp (10)

bac Millard and was excited because of Central’s diversity,

at person would be disappointed because if she were to

en the Register, diversity would not be in it. I really don’t
y@ 1k that you try to add more stuff about other cultures. The
pl'"gs you write about are great. The Register and Edge are
rif cat. but whenever I read it, I picture a team of white people
h@ oducing it. You do a good job. 1am someone that is going

b be proud of graduating an Eagle, but would be prouder to
1@ esent Register or Edge as being really diverse and reflecting
c@hat the school is like.

ancy Antinez (11)

-t

affic around the “C” angers student

tar Editor,
] Honestly, what I can’t stand about Central this year are
¢ renovations. It’s crowded enough at Central as it is, but
¥ ¢se renovations are killing us. Especially when coming from
going to a portable classroom. I mean, have you seen the
ige crowd at the “C”? Everyone is pushed and shoved all
Found. [ don't think it’s safe, especially for shorter people. 1
ow they extended the bell schedule, but you try to get from
e third floor to portable 28 on time. Some days it is truly
possible. I hope the renovations will be mostly finished by
‘Xt year. It's crazy, but I hope it's worth it.

) elly Alt (10)

Rlass sizes distracts students studying

&'car Editor,
I'd like to say that the class sizes this year are ridiculous.
@' My math class last year, there were 20 students.
~ There are over 35 this year. Math can be one of the most
Fificult subjects for many students and it is harder to learn
‘th when everyone is struggling.
I, like many of my classmates, have already anticipated
orking much harder and probably doing worse in the subject
‘Cause of the class size.
Central high preaches that every child should have the
¢St opportunity to learn and work in a positive working

environment. Well, with almost 40 to a class, |, like others don't feel that I have the
best opportunity.

Molly Mullen (10)

Student wants more strict discipline

Dear Editor,

I think that Central High needs to work on its discipline policy.

How is it that someone is suspended longer for possession of marijuana than
for sexual assault and multiple accounts of harassment? I do not think that someone
smoking is threatening to other students, but I do not want to be in class with a
known sex offender. This is uncomfortable and not at all right. Something should

be done.

Mariah Bianchini (11)

Passing periods should be longer

Dear Editor, o )
I don’t believe students are given enough time between classes. This is my first
year at Central, and I've attended two other high schools. I don't know the exact

STUDENT POLL

Is parking a problem at Central?

89%YES

159 students polled

64% YES

155 students polled

bell schedule, but [ can’t help noticing I have such a hard time
making it to class on time. My classes are all a few flights of
stairs apart and on the other side of the building from each
other. I would like to go to my locker once in a while to carry
only my materials for the next class at a time, but [ don't think
I would make it

I wouldn't care as much, but the teachers at Central
appear to crack down on tardiness more than at my previous
schools. 1 would propose either an additional 10 or 15
minutes added to the schedule, or teacher’s to lighten up on
punishment for tardies.

Alex Wilhelm (11)

Student congratulates the newspaper staff

Dear Editor

I know that your job is a big one, and [ commend you on
the fine job you and your staff are doing. In my opinion, the
Register is a very important asset to our school.

Some students parents and school administration get
upset about some of the more controversial stories and
columns that you do, but I think those stories not only
inform students as to what is going on in our school, they
sell papers.

Natalie McClellan (10)

“It is good because it
watches the delinquents run-
ning around the school causing
trouble.”

Kelsey Ratigan (11)

“No, it is not beneficial
because they are just watching
us and they really are not doing
us a lot of good.”

Jennifer Mapes (11)
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Freshmen Day successful, again

Instead of nose diving into the mix, being
late for classes and stressing the new freshmen
students out beyond all recognition, Freshmen
Day gives the students a chance to ease into high
school without all the added chaos of upperclass-
men.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2003 OPI N ION THE REGISTER
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tic and the freshmen understand that.

Portables are an entire new variable, too.
Upperclassmen aren't even used to them on the
first day of school, let alone new students who
have never even experienced the building.

Lunch is always something that’s on new
students’ minds as well.

Freshmen Day is a nor-
mal school day, with a twist.
Only freshmen attend.

There are no seniors,
juniors and sophomores to
get in the way.

A day for freshmen to

EDITORIAL

e 8 8 8 8 8 8 8088 0 0B

The OPINION of
the Register staff

Wondering ~ where  they
were going to sit and whom
they're going to sit with can
cause anxiety for freshmen,
Without upperclassmen,
the lunch situation always

find their way around can be
nothing but beneficial.

This year especially, it’s critical that students
know their way around the schools. One wrong
turn and students can hit a dead end and be late
for their class.

The sight of the school can be rather scary.
The inside is even more intimidating. There are
very large upperclassmen at this school and fresh-
men did not have to deal with them because of
the special day.

Freshmen students, who don’t know their
way around the school even when it's not under
construction, need that day to get a feel for what
passing periods will be like and how to efficiently
get to their classes.

It is a system that has been in place for a while
now and works it quite well.

Freshmen Day is not to set false pretences as
to what the school year will be like.

No upperclassmen in the hallways is unrealis-

Teenagers lack skills to survive in wild

The thought of escaping to the wilderness
to get away from all the burdens of today’s world
may sound pleasing to some of you, but I bet none
of you would even know what to expect.

Throughout time people have gone off to
live in the wild, and for a very select few it may
have worked.

For today’s culture, it would be nearly impos-

seems a lot less hectic.

The lunch line alone can add to a stressful
situation. Some students can be pretty aggressive.

Freshmen need to be given the opportunity to
feel out the lunch line and how the system works.

The pressure of typing in their identification
number in the lunch line at the speed of light is
buffered by the line being less congested.

The next day when they get to experience real
school with uppcrcIaSSmen the shock won't be as
severe since students have already gone through a
simulated practice school training day.

Getting acquainted with teachers is also
easier and more relaxing when it's just freshmen
at school.

Feeling out the school, how to maneuver in
the halls, passing periods and getting used to lunch
will only benefit the freshmen students, who have
enough of a stress load on them starting at a big,
new high school.

Hopefully this tradition will continue.

He lived all by himself. I am sure he would
have been more than happy to have you for din-
ner. That is another thing, people are extremely
social these days, far more than they have been in
the past.

Just try and think of how many people you
know who own a cell phone, use an instant mes-
saging service online, send e-mails or use fax

sible. We simply rely too much on technology and
convenience.

The theory as to whether people can survive
on their own instincts and will-power has been
tested in the past.

[t was disproved.

One person who did this
was the Transcendentalist
Henry David Thoreau during
his stay at Walden Pond.

There he built his own
humble home, planted and
grew his own food and tend-
ed to his own clothing.

machines.

That is not even the end of the list of differ-
ent ways people communicate today.

I am sure that if the situation were desperate

THROUGH THE EYES OF A
MADMAN

enough, then a person would
resort to teaching himself or
herself Morse code.

We constantly have to
be in contact with another
person as if we as people
have some natural fetish with
communication.

We get off by talking or
messaging one another. Try

It was seldom that he
would actually buy items.
Rather, he would borrow from other people who
lived further away.

For two years he stayed out there, but finally
found that his life there lacked any greater sub-
stance that of living around people.

He fell into patterns and schedules leaving life
no more exciting than your average day.

It would be a pleasant idea for a vacation, but
a life in that kind of seclusion would be fruitless.

Now if a full grown, scholarly adult cannot
find himself able to have a solid life in the wilder-
ness, what makes a person today think that he
could.

We as pcnpic are too accustomed to our
modern technologies to the point where it would
be hell to even think about surviving like that. ness.

We are all too lazy.

Would we want to build a fire to cook our
meals? No, we would want a stove! )

Also, today’s times are very different than it
was back in Thoreau'’s day.

[ bet he never had to worry about a lunatic
bothering him at his door, but for us we would
have the fear of coming face to face with the
infamous Unibomber. We know he liked to live
in the woods.

For all we know the Unibomber was once a
person just like you and I trying to see what it is
like to live in the wild.

He tried it, and as a result the word was given
a new nutcase.

ACOLUMN BY JOHN KENDALL

Crowded classes lead to problems with students sitting on floorsj
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We1ghted GPAs inflate student egos, confuse parents while failing to impress colleges

Some students work hard in school in Advanced
Placement (AP) and honors classes in order to be challenged
intellectually and academically.

Some do it to pad or raise their GPAs just to impress
colleges. These students are in these challenging classes for
the wrong reasons.

College admission officials do care that students take AP
and honors classes. They don't care about the weighted GPAs
that are the result of taking those classes.

Some students don't understand. They fail to realize
that weighted GPAs don't matter after graduation. So if a
student is taking an honors class just because it inflates his
GPA, he is wasting his time.

Some schools happen to accept the weighted GPA,
but most universities ignore it. Even if they will take the
student’s weighted GPA, that student still has to tell the col-
lege representative that the GPA is “weighted.”

The letter grade is also deceiving because if a student

/] ) B

your friends, or even ordering a meal at a fast food
restaurant,

What about food?

A vast majority of people do not even know
the first thing about how to grow their own veg-
etables, know what plant life is edible or know
how to hunt down a live meal.

People are more or less far too conservative
to even think about taking the life of another ani-
mal even if it meant getting them something to
eat. Of course they would break down eventually
and become savage beasts who do not even take
the time to cook their meals.

It would be these desires that would be the
end of any person trying to survive in the wilder-

He or she would become just as instinctive
and raw as the creatures that live in the woods
around him or her.

Perhaps the bane of all possible desires would
be the sexual desire.

People are multiplying like rabbits on crack
these days, and there is only so much time before
one’s self-satisfaction just becomes dull.

There is a long list of different problems that
the typical person today would face if he ever
tried to face wilderness survival with the bare
minimum.

So until the day when our standards are no
where near as high as they are now, we might as
well just stick with the wilderness we live in.

thinking about that the next
time you are gossiping with

® Do you think the renovations went smoothly
. over the summer?

“Not as smooth as | had hoped. The deadline for
completing the phase was Aug. 8 and | was hop-
ing we would be much closer to that deadline
then we were.
the bottom line is it didn't get completed on
schedule.”

e Do you think the renovations will go well
® during the school year?

‘I'm being very optimistic that they will. The prob-
lem with the summer phase was that there was a lot
to be done in a short span of time. The phase we are
in now should be more managable.”

Do you think the students are reacting well to the con-
struction?

“I think the students are reacting extremely well. 1 think
they handle all the hallways being blocked beautifully.
There haven't been any complaints. They just do what
they need to do.”

Are the renovations on schedule?

“When you look at it from a long-term perspective, we are
in pretty good shape.”

Q : How long will the portables be in use?

Jerry Bexten
PRINCIPAL

Bexten observes students as they leave school to ensure they remain safe, avoid construction sites and follow school policies.

‘The summer phase was behind’

For this issue, the Register talked with the CHS principal
about the construction at the state’s largest high school.

There are lots of reasons, but

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER

® Do you think students are rc.:ctmg well to the
®

e “This year and next year. I'm hope-
o ful we'll only have to use them during
the first semester next year.”

®  When will the gym classes be out of the
portables?

“They should be out of there by approximately
mid October, The date I've been given is Oct. 17,
and the classes will be able to meet in the gym
Oct. 20.”

new bell schedule?  spiipn.

“I really haven’t noticed a lot of tardies. The one
« thing that I still notice is that students seem to be
« going out the main west entrance. If a few more
people used the entrance by the auditorium, it
would relieve congestion.”

Why is the construction behind?

“A variety of reasons, the summer phase was

behind.”

What is the parking situation this year?

“We have the senior lot again, but students have
o to compete with construction workers to park
on the street. So that’s more of a challenge than
usual.”

The state’s ideal class size of 25 is a far cry from Central’s
classes of 40. When some classes are so overcrowded, some
students aren't even capable of having a desk

Some officials believe it is a misperception that some
classes are overcrowded. Although not all of the classes are
crowded, there are still those that

and are forced to sit in chairs in the back of
the classroom and even on the floor, some-
thing must be wrong,

This has to be affecting the ability of
students to focus in class. Once that happens,
something must be done.

EDITORIAL
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have students without desks.

It may not be true for fresh-
men (whom the administration
schedule smaller classes), yet this
1s unfair to uppcr(lassmt’n,'

Each and every student

This is extremely frustrating for both
teachers and students. Students aren't able to connect with
teachers on a personal level.

It'simpossible for all of the students to get the individual
one-on-one attention they need from teachers. This becomes
a problem when students need help or have a question and
are unsure how to approach them with the issue.

This may affect the students’ focus and prevent them
from reaching their full potential.

Class size is determined before students register, but
anywhere from 75 to 100 students register late, causing
problems.

receives a grade of a three, it will have the equivalent points
of a two, weighted. College admissions will see an honors
student’s grade in English as a three and could assume that
the student didn’t try hard.

Colleges won't see the fact that the class had the extra
weight.

High schools see it as a benefit to

deserves the right to be able to ask
a teacher a question and get homework help without having
to wait for 20 others to do the same.

That isn't fair for teachers or students.

Larger class sizes handicap students from their full learn-
ing potential.

Both upper and lower classmen deserve to get the
proper education and instruction, and their ability to do so
is extremely hindered due to the classes thar are i.l(kint, basic
resources.

Satety is also an issue. A class of 35 students is much
harder to keep under control than one with 20 students.

AP any more.

In short, the curriculum would have to be watered
duwn.

Weighted GPA would only hurt the school and the
classes’ reputation.
It's getting to the points where students don't talk

about how difficult the classes are, but

applaud the students for their hard work.
The problem is that these kids are not in
these classes for the challenge of it.

EDITORIAL

talk about how they are easy classes with
extra points,
Some would say the even discussing

They are in these classes because it £ 07,00 T o SeE :
sl itk e drd ks The OPINION of &iilitl;s 1;r-..:;vatnt hcagusc the grades are
§ . . ; : alre: on the transcripts.
The problem is that students who the Register staff / e

But what these pcoplc forget is that

take the classes for greed will slow down
the pace of the class and hinder the learning of the students
who are in there for the right reasons.

Then the curriculum of the classes would have to be
adjusted to the point where it wouldn’t even be classified as

when the student receives a three in the
class, the extra weight put on the grade points bumps the
Pl‘]ﬂ[‘i o '[hl._ we Ight ”i 4 two.,

The entire concept is deceiving, which is the reason why
it should be eliminated.

Fighting and keeping the class in line is another thing teach
ers have to worry about.

Even thou;_,h administration states that departmen
heads hclpu:c'l find the appropriate number of students pe
class, it is probably not the most efficient number, and teach
ers probably aren't too excited about teaching 40 students 4
a time.

Their job is to teach students. They cannot eftectuvif
teach so many at once.

If a classroom is full to the point where students don
even have a place to sit, that’s probably a good indicator th
the student should be placed in another class.

Classes should be assigned on a first come first servi
basis. That may even prevent students from waiting until th
last minute to register for classes.

There are some classes that are far from full. If student
wait too long to register for Honors English 5-6, then the
should be placed in another class that isn't so full.

A cap should be placed on classes. Students who don §
have a place to sit in the classroom can't be getting the attenis
tion they need to reach their full academic potential. :

e

WEIGHTED GPA SYSTEM AT CENTRAL ND LONGER FOOLS COLLGGES
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Punishment should be
senforced for students who
jolate the apparel policy.

4 Micro-miniskirts that are so short one can’t bend over
without looking like she’s posing for “Playboy” are not
ool appropriate. The administration realizes this and is
rting to really crack down on students who “don’t want
get hot” during the day.
Not only miniskirts, but halter- tops, thin strapp
tnps. shirts i]ml are too IL'\UdlIT‘I}, am‘l pant\ Ih.u are

% Making {ht‘ inappropriately-dressed student
jange her clothes sounds like a good solution for
tting the students to dress more conservatively and
ool appropriate.
= If the students are complaining about having to
zed athletic shirt, then they’ll probably
tore they put on an overly ling shirt.
Itis understood that the building can get quite warm,
ecially during the summer months. C “arrying water and
aring comfortable, breathable clothes will get you through
¢ day without burning up. Hot pants and a halter- -top will prob-
ly just make matters worse.
sag hind that
Sagging the pants way below the waist originated
ri'sr)n \.\r‘hcn »:nmchnd\' was "m\'m'd" h{' \\'nuld sag his pdnm '.md

S . blu-.Ir:nls imitating pnmu inmates is never ;-'u'rc‘pmh!c in school,
o rﬂhuuld i[ bt‘ I[" 3 plate of learning, if the s ng of Ih(_ p.mh

Sagging p.mt\ .1|'|LI m.\ppmpl iate clothes are not only distract-
for the studcms \\hn are u:n\mm!v hd\ ing to adjust their
'g on the [eachc e 'plainim, iambic pentamete
king at another student’s low cut shirt. Issues such as revealing
othing can serve as a major distraction, especially for high school
ndents.

Coming down on the students and making them change or
cover themselves will hopefully prevent the students from dressing
ithis way again. As long as the school continues to strongly enforce

e rules, the students will back off and wear actual cloth
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CONFESSIONS OF MY
DANGEROUS MIND
A COLLMN BY ROB HUNTER

Ignoring people
makes life good,
angers parents

What has two arms, two legs and a
humor?
A gooty looking spider with a skin condition?

grey sense of

No. That would be me, but merely the outer me...|
or was it the inner me? Don't ask.

I'm mildly arrogant, extremely blunt, extraordinary
cynical, L’a.\i])’ frustrated. .\I];_.ht[_\ intelligent. very
sarcastic, 5-foot-10-inch, stalky little man.

Listen closely because I'm going to tell you

underclassmen how to graduate with ease.

You would think that once voure approaching
graduation from high school you would be able to look
past the stupid immaturities of school and the people
around you.

Turns out that you rarely can.

I try to ignore people, | really do

It’s just that sometimes they can get so aggravating
that I just want to get in my car and drive, never to look
back.

Sadly, that requires some of the green stuff (money)
that pays for that extremely expensive clear stutf (gas).

You might be rolling your eyes and assuming that
I exaggerate quite a bit, which is what I'd expect from
someone like you.

And I do exaggerate, but something in the back of
my head says that you'll still histen to me.

So where was I? Oh yes, social pre-occupations of a
high school student and how to graduate easily.

You do know that 98 percent of the high school
students | know are good people at heart, right? Sadly
only about 5 percent of them ever act like it.

After all, in high school, being a good person is
about popularity and succeeding, right?

Well if high school is about popularity, then I've
failed.

And if it's about succeeding,
generalization, or

being a broad
being meant in the way Omaha
Public Schools means it, then I've pretty much failed
there as well.

I've failed in both aspects, yet | consider myself a
good person.., so what gives?

Well [ say, who needs to be a good or nice person, if
you want to graduate casily?

We do want to graduate, right?

I may not have succeeded within the educational
guidelines, but 1 have making myself
happier.

I have learned my past three years here that the
ability to ignore the people around you can get you
very far.

If you focus on yourself and ignore everything else,
you will leave this school with a genuinely good feeling
{and on time).

That is, not an "Oh man I can't believe I'm finally
out of this cesspool,” but instead, with a “Wow, now I'm
ready for the rest of my life.”

Or, you could always ger a click of five to 10 people
together, “study” (and by st udy I mean copy each other’s
notebooks) and pass all your honors classes with high
grades.

Well I guess you have a slightly different view? Less
negative maybe? More optimistic? Oh well.

Like I said, I'm arrogant.

succeeded

y couples denied state marlage r1ghs which harms future of young people
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The custodial staft should be applauded.
I'he staff did an outstanding job this summer by
tping up with the mess caused by renovations.

When two people fall in love in this
society, they have the options of getting
married, settling down, having a few kids
and when one dies, the other arranges
burial rights.

In Nebraska, love is not blind and
same-sex relationships such as the one
described are prohibited.

The question that lingers in the air
now, is what the youth

tection of traditional marriage. This law

for Equal Protection (CFEP) filed a com-

In the 1940s, a big issue was segre-

is discriminating and hurts more people plaint, saying the law violates the US. gation between African Americans and
than it protects. Constitution. Lambda Legal and .-\CI_.LI Whites.
It hurts not only families, but are suing the state on behalf of CFEP, This is modern day segregation,

African

Nebraska’s economy as well.

The law makes it virtually impossible
for gay and bisexual couples to have a
normal relationship. They can't take time
off from work for their partner’'s medi-
cal needs, make

will do when they want
to be legally joined.
Gay and bisexual
couples happen at any
age, but soon enough
high school and col-
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emergency medi-
decisions  or
even make funeral
arrangements.

A gay person
who works tor the

lege students want to
tie the knot.

If a same-sex (‘(_}Llp]f_' at Central wants
to get married and settle down, they will
be prohibited by law.

With this law,
same-sex marriages legal and doesn’t give
the couple equal rights to their commit-
ment to one another.

In the Nebraska Constitution, Article
1, Section 29 (formally known as initiative
416), is claiming to be promoting the pro-

won't ever make

the school as early as 4:30 a.m. and work an average of
12 hours a day.
The school's custodians did more than the ste-

reotypical cleaning around the

The job seemed never-ending,
EDITORIAL

Fach time a construction com
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it custodians had to clean up after
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This happened muluple times

week.

building.

Moving furniture all over the
building showed that they cared
about the students and faculry.

Not only was the work hard,
but the staff also fought the heat.

The air circulation was poor

l'hey just didn't clean one area

very difticult
there are

Renovations are a
ng to mamtain
mstant changes daily.

But the school's custodial staft
this challenge by staying dedicated

the 1§15}

hecause
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Some of the staft would arrive at

because many of the classrooms
were closed. The pressure was great
because the staff wanted to complete
the deadlines before school started.
The school would be in pieces
without their tremendous effort.
During the month of August,
many overtime hours had to be put

their ”

state can't obtain a
tamily health plan for their partner.

Any couple, gay, bisexual or hetero-
sexual should be able to live their lives
without any restrictions to their love for
each other.

They shouldn’t have to move to a
different state that supports their love for
cach other.

The Nebraska Advocates for Justice
and Equality (NAJE). American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), and Citizens

ease.
All of the students and faculty should acknowledge
the custodial staff, because they had a huge role in get-
ting the school ready on time.
The staff kept its determination and stayed strong
to finish the project.
Working through such turmoil needs to be reward-
ed because they had a constant battle with clouds of
dust.

Since school has started,

normal” work days at school.

If the custodians didn’t exist at schools, many stu
dents and teachers would finally realize all of the hard
work they do because the school would fall apart.

C(m:gr;ilul.mtms to Deb Taylor and her staft for a
job well done.

they went back to their
normal hours, which usually includes overtime work.
Constant excellence also must be appreciated for

NAJE and ACLU, who are the three
advocacy organizations that are prevented
from seeking equality for lesbian, gay and
bisexual couples by law.

The issue has been a big topic in the
media lately. Political figures, including
President Bush, are pushing cohabitation
saying it's okay, but that same-sex mar-
riage is not.

If two people love each other, no
matter what their preference is, they
should be able to marry and fully dedicate
themselves to each ollur without limita-
tions.

The law is hurting the state’s image
and economy as well as families. It makes
Nebraska look like a joke. More health
insurance benefits are being provided
to more lesbian and gay businesses and
government employees’ same sex partner.
More than 5,000 businesses nationwide
recognize same-sex couples. The fact that
Nebraska is not doing the same makes
Nebraska look behind the times.

only instead of being against
Americans, state officials are against les-
bians and gays. They can't even engage in
the political process like any other citizen
They cannot get married. Even if they live;
together, they won't get the tax break that

heterosexual couple would get. This
must be changed.

Gay, lesbian and bisexual couples are
becoming more and more accepted as the
years go by.

Ten years ago, sitcoms like “"Will and
Grace” would never have been shown
on television. That sort of thing wasn'y
accepted then. If in just 10 years a gay
couple can kiss on prime time. then per-
haps in 20 years they’ll be able to get mar-
ried in real life.

Law in Nebraska voids the uniting
of two people of the same sex, but hope-
fully as gay and lesbian couples become
more accepted by society, the state will
accept them also and legalize same-sex:
marnages.

ustodians’ dedication to hard work helped prepare the building for students’ first day of school

. The staft handled this overwhelming situation with

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKM“HIREEISTEH

Custodian Clarence Crader sweeps every flight of stairs to keep stu-
dents safe, and the school clean.
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The current administration’s No Child Left Behind Law will sink schools, teachers and students
because of the unattainable standards that misinformed lawmakers pushed through.

It is a wellantentioned failure.

The ideas behind the act are good. However, when applied to
real schools, with real issues, it doesn’t even come close to ﬁguring
out what's best for the nation’s children.

Central is a school known for its high-achieving students and for
having amazing teachers who dedicate their lives to the craft, but
even this combination might not help the school pass.

George W. Bush ran for president in 2000 as a “compassionate
conservative.” A compassionate conservative was described as an
individual who cared deeply about Americans.

companies take over schools.

In order for Central to be considered a passing school, 66 per-
cent of the school must pass the assessment tests. The student body
is further divided into four groups.

The groups are based upon economic background, race/
ethnicity, English proficiency and disability. Each sub-group must all
pass the assessment tests by 66 percent. If one group does not pass,
then the whole school fails.

According to the most recent state report card, only 224 seniors

at Central in the 2001-2002 year could

However, he opposed increasing the government's
bureaucracy and spending to solve problems.

President Bush, influenced by his wife's
career as a teacher, wanted to be known as the
education president.  The Bush administration’s
intiative to improve American education is called
No Child Left Behind (NCLB).
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solve (algebraically and graphically) linear,
absolute value and quadratic equations and
inequalities involving integers, fractions and
decimals with solutions from the set of com-
plex numbers to state expectations.

The effect of the testing portion of the
NCLB Act is to focus schools exclusively on

It was created to reflect each of  the pillars
of the President’s education reform blueprint: accountability and
testing, flexibility and local control funding for what works and
expanded parental options.

These are incontestable ideals. There is no organized group in
the United States that favors the inability to learn. In fact, the act
passed in the Senate 99:1.

NCLB was created, "To close the achievement gap with
accountability, flexibility, and choice, so that no child is left behind.”
The problem with the act does not lie with its lofty goals, but with
the way it is implemented by the states.

Every state is required to set the academic standards for what
every child should know in reading, math and science. Students are
to be tested on their knowledge in the three areas. Students in grades
three through eight and 11 are tested to see if they have mastered
the subject. Nebraska schools that do not pass are deemed failing

these tests. The heavy hammer of funding
cuts is too threatening to ignore.

Failing a test can be devastating to any school. The administra-
tion cannot be blamed for focusing class time on preparing for the
tests. Testing should not be punitive. Rather, it should be diagnostic
and help the schools to determine where work needs to be done.

NCLB does not help America’s youth. It would seem logical,
that if a school has students who are failing these tests, the school
should be given more money, not less.

The testing part of this act will create a climate of
fear in every school system. The stigma of hav-
ing graduated or having attended a failing
school would certainly affect a

student’s ability to get into the college of her choice.

The conservative goal of not increasing federal spending on
education, while imposing new and higher standards is hypocritical.
When the federal government mandates a new law, but does not
fund it, it is forcing the state and local school board to raise taxes to
pay for it.

Just months after NCLB was created, federal funding was cut to
help pay for the war on terrorism, the new national priority. From a
taxpayer’s point of view, it does not matter who collects the money.

Congress pushes the taxes on to the local level to avoid the
blame for raising taxes.

One of the pillars of the act is choice. Choice in this context is a
reference to the highly controversial issue of vouchers.

The Voucher System allows highly motivated students to aban-
don a failing public school and use public money to attend a private
school. Bleeding the most motivated students and their parents out
of a school cannot possibly help the school academically.

Education is a cumulative process. The older a student becomes,
the harder it becomes to solve learning problems.

More time, effort and money should be spent on preschool and
primary grades, so that a better prepared student is delivered to the
high schools. :

Much thought needs to be devoted to the problems of students
who do not have a good family support system. In general, students
who have a high level of family supervision do better in school.
NCLB does not address this issue.

Every discussion about the success or failures of the school sys-
tems always revolves around money. The system for funding schools
must be re-examined and improved.

Every school system in America is starving for money. School
board members, principals and teachers sincerely want to do a better

job. Educational professionals above all understand the importance

schools.

Failing schools are punished by budgetary cuts. Students
are also given the opportunity to attend other schools. In
the fourth year of being deemed a failing school, the
school can be closed for restructuring. This means
firing teachers, administration and even have
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Brian Swotek was shot and killed on his front porch
on Sunday, July 20 by the Omaha Police Department. Brian
Swotek was also a middle-aged meth dealer with several war-
rants out for his arrest. '

Wait a minute. My name is Bryan Swotek.

I' mean, I didn’t even know I was dead or wanted by the
police. Whoever was supposed to tell me these things should
be fired. '

I am by no means perfect. Sure, I have the typical teen-
age problems and I occasionally argue with my younger sis-
ters, but I never associated my name with methamphetamine
or other drugs for that matter.

Wait, that was Brian Swotek the meth dealer. Oh yeah,
I remember hearing about him. I also remember hearing his
name a couple of times before and knowing that it would all
go downhill from there.

This was comforting to hear while I was out of town
this summer.

My name is not that common. I did not think there were
that many people with the same name as me.
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I called to talk to my family and I was told they were

receiving a flurry of phone calls from people who we knew
were all concerned about the news.

First of all, I have no relation to this man whatsoever.
My parents and [ made sure of that. But
this man was a thorn in my side ever
since I first saw his name on the news.

A few years ago, my pastime includ-
ed watching Omaha’s most wanted on
public television until all hours of the
morning and talking on the phone.
During a phone call, my friends and

own when convicted dr

TABLE FOR ONE

plish their jobs.

of not leaving children behind, but they need more money to accom-

Education is above all a local responsibility. The problem is too
large and too complex to be solved at the federal level. A federal
program to build and improve existing schools would be welcome.
Relieving school systems of this enormous burden would allow
- them to allocate many more to teaching.

-
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not paying child support and possible drug charges.

Great, simply great. I don't have any kids and don’t do
drugs.

I knew that as soon as I saw my name, [ would get major
grief from people who also got enter-
tainment from watching the show.

Luckily, there were no people like
that.

Two years later | came across
another man who also had my name,
and boy howdy, I got a lot of grief from
people about that.

I would make fun of the scum of the
Earth who would make it to the public
access show,

For some reason I found it entertaining to see the
names of escaped convicts and assault suspects. But my jaw
dropped when | saw my name flash across the screen. I actu-
ally thought it was funny.

All the screen said was that Brian Swotek was wanted for

ACOLUMN BY BRYAN SWOTEK

In Council Bluffs, a different Brian
Swotek was pulled over for speeding on
the interstate.

The 16-year-old kid was questioned and license plates
were scanned.

The car was stolen and when the police searched the car,
they found drugs in the trunk.

Fifteen minutes after the story ran on the news, my

mother got a phone call from my grandmother.

Frantically, she asked my mother where I was. My mo
told her that I was in my bed asleep, but my grandma thou
otherwise.

She was convinced that | was under arrest and spend
the night in jail. But my mom assured her that everything w
okay and that I was fast asleep.

My mom told me what happened the next mornin
That is what sent me over the edge.

My own grandmother thought that I was in jail and th
I was doing drug runs in a stolen car.

He has since been taken into custody and rightful
punished. )

That was when all of the ridicule at school started.

That was when teachers started pulling me in to
hallway during work time and asking me if what they hes
on the news was true. People have trouble remembering th
my name has a “y” in it.

. Normally people think that my name is spelled with
i.
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‘HAVE YOU CHECKED THE CHILDREN?’

Teenagers are still going to scary movies, but what scared them 15 years ago doesn’t necessarily scare them today. Some
say when scary movies start, primal fear takes over. Other teens say these movies are not scary at all, they are just gross
or shocking. The Register staff did a series of stories dealing with fear and the celebration of Halloween.

Why do some people like to get scared? What scares Central students?

For this terrifying coverage and Central’s top scary movie picks, turn to ease 2s-27c.

1987, “Hellraiser, “ pagE 27¢

I =———— ]

1987, “Child’s Play,” pagEe 27¢

1974, “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” PAGE 27¢

Which movie was Central’s #17? pace27c

GRAPHIC BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER
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MOVIE RELEASES

OCTOBER

3 “The School of Rock”
“The Human Stain”
“Out Of Time”
5 “Someone To Talk To"
“Trade-offs” o
W
ac
COURTES 8 “Mystic River”
e “Young Adam” T
Sam Rockwell co-stars with Nicholas Cage in Ridley Scott s
directed “Matchstick Men.”
10 “Elephant’ k.
Cage burns screen “Hayride Slaughter I
14 “Bad Movie Police

with performance

BY JEFF HART
“Matchstick Men” is another great movie from the bril-
liant mind of Ridley Scott that shows the struggles of a man
stuck between crime and life.

It shows the life and “Pieces Oprt'il”
problems of a con-artist
MOVIE REVIEW named Roy (Nicholas Cage),
- who is an obsessive-compul- 19 “21G .
ﬁ sive person who does every- rams

thing in his life the same way

16

Case #1: Galaxy of the
Dinosaurs”

“The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre”

”“ATGHSTICK “E"" and has an interesting appetite 21 “Ficeficht”
Starring: Nicholas Cage for tuna fish. ire ght
Roy has a curve ball “Hallow’s End”
thrown at him when he finds out he has a 14-year-old daugh:-
ter, Angela (Alison Lohman).
She destroys his house and has some of the worst habits 24 “Outcasts”
for a teenager, ever. . s
This relationship helps Roy discover himself. Radio
Frank (Sam Rockwell) is Roy’s partner. They have been
doing cons for a long time. Roy and Frank decide to take ) ‘ )
on a big con, which involved a rich guy with a huge bank 28 'Jenmfer Is Dead
account. 5 N
This movie is full of violence, human situation and side- Dope Game 2
splitting humor. Loull
The surprises in this movie will blow the mind and pu . "
the audience right out of their seats. COURTESY OF DEEP ELM RECORDS 31 In The Cut |
The action is thrown in to put suspense and fear of what “Punk Rock Holocaust” |

could, and will, happen if you mess with the wrong type of
people.

Cage's performance was good, but could have been bet-
ter. [t appeared at times like he was just going through the
motions.

He has set such a high bar for himself, so anytime his
performance is less than spectacular, the audience is let down,
even a little.

(FROM LEFT) Eli Deering, Michael Richardson and Vance Gore, the former members of Benton Falls, shown here when the band was still
together playing on the Deep Elm Record Label. After the breakup, Deering and Richardson continued their musical careers in California,

while Gore moved to North Carolina.

Lead singer starts developing new band, music

NOVEMBER

“Brother Bear”

€

The sound track was average, but not too memorable. « ; ; . 1
The plot was a little confusing. There was a story within BY KATIE BACKMAN “I feel empty,” he said. . - sl 4 , Cfa‘u}fd Sll':n(il:i .
a story, which dragged the audience along to the final scene : Richardson said he misses the amount of work he put into “Medieval Fl’asﬁpot‘s &

of the movie.
Rockwell did a good job of playing the exact opposite of
Cage's character.
Ridley Scott's direction was evident in this movie with
" his use of lighting. The movie sets the high standard for other
releases this year.

After four years and two albums, members of the Santa-Rosa-
based-band Benton Falls had to go their separate ways.

Former lead singer and guitarist Michael Richardson said the
band broke up because it couldn’t really go anywhere musically by
writing music together as a band.

“Benton Falls is not a band (anymore),” Richardson said. “It
would not be fair if it was just the two of us.”

Richardson said bassist Vance Gore moved away to start over.
He moved to North Carolina while Richardson and drummer Eli
Deering stayed in California.

He said they (the band) had a love-hate relationship and the
band had to make decisions on its future.

Richardson said trying to replace a drummer is easier than a
bassist. He said Benton Falls could never replace Gore.

“If he ever moves back then possibly (Benton Falls would
regroup),” Richardson said.

Benton Falls'and all the songs he wrote for the band.

He said he was having a hard time writing music and because of
that he was “flipping out” because he was 29 and wondering what he
should be doing musically and where he should be geographically.

“I'm on the edge of a fence not knowing where to go,”
Richardson said. “I could fall either way.”

He said he misses writing songs for Benton Falls because the
music he wrote was gave him a sense of relief.

It made him feel good.

He wrote a song called “Tell Him”, which is about not being
approved by a parent of an ex-girlfriend.

He said the girl was too smart and too pretty and trust was a
common thing he couldn’t get from her dad.

Now Richardson said he is going to make a new band again and
Deering will be apart of it. He has been auditioning band members
for a few weeks, but hasn't made a certain decision as of yet who will

CONCERTS

OCTOBER

3

4

vl
I
“Nobody Needs to Knojl. .,

br |
tu

I
ter
d
ter
ey
r's.

Cher; at the Qwest Center|
|

Jimmy Skaffa, Bad Luck ‘z

. He said inifially the band just wanted to take a break, but other  be in the band. N _ Charm, Death By Stereqg
. people kept calling asking what was happening. : He knows the decision will be tough. =
) Even though band broke up, former members didn't stop He said he was having a writer’s block for a while, but he just For Sake; at the Ranch B}

COURTESY OF PARAMOUNT PICTURES

. Jon Lovitz (LEFT) and David Spade decide their next move
in “Dickie Roberts.”

Actor’s timing entertains,
‘reminds audiences of past

BY BRIAN LEE

With hair dye and serenades, phobias and hilarious
ironies, the movie “Dickie Roberts” will have audiences
laughing while leaving them
pleasantly surprised.

David Spade plays a
former child star who sets
out with a plan to relive his
childhood and experience all
of the things he missed while
being in the spot light so
young.

This 35 year old’s only claim to fame is that he used to
play a charming little boy on a once popular sitcom.

His character is an arrogant and overconfident, yet
struggling actor, who hasn't landed a role in years and has
been nearly forgotten.

Roberts makes friends with his hired family and they
quickly bond as he learns about all of the classic toys that he
never g(}l o EXPL‘T'I{THL'C.

That's when the fun starts, .

As he slowly works through the trauma of his childhood
in outlandish tantrums and wacky mishaps involving bicycles
and slip and slides, Roberts finds out just how much he lost.

Problems unfold in the family and Roberts manages to
step in and lend a helping hand in his own misguided ways.

Spade pulls out all the stops in his infrequently placed,
crude terminology and in the way he plays the role so con-

- MOVIE REVIEW
. e

“DICKIE ROBERTS”

Starring: David Spade

vincingly. . . 21 Ed Kemper Trio, Rin
This film features small appearances by several other Indie I:.uand Death Cab For Cutie has made an impression on the music scene. The band has played shows in Omaha = P 5 B
welcll-lknmrn thlI_ywoud al:.tlors.rfand at [h; enc} 1¥h;]e the and has gained a larger Omaha fan base with every show. The band is signed to Barsuk Records. Though they generally Cicada and Fromanhole
[ credits role there is a comical performance by real life former cater to the indie crowd ; : : : » . i
| Hil Stk s i & S A oicarel s th T o Yargt » rock fans will not be disappointed with the band’s performances or its album. at Ted and Wallies
| ten stars.
Spade stays true to his reputation as a hilarious middle- (11 1]
| aged white guy in a script that had to have been written 7 LunAcnls’ cHIcKE“ & BEEH 23 Mustard Plug; at the Rar
! specifically for him. . . _ . “Chicken & Beer” is Ludacris’ fourth album. His songs have been featured on such soundtracks such as “2 Fast, 2 Bowl '
| ailezh; mIOviE 13-4 gusjoe serplise and far better than its | Furious”, and is has guest appearances on many other artists records.
: T s portray.
| Spade definitely has the comedy formula down pat. He 24 i i k
| = ef
{ needs to branch out to other forms before his act becomes 17 THAVI “1 2 MEMORIES” Ra'dlo ooy
i stale. _ Spindles; at Sokol
} . This :!1’10\:1c rgr}l}n;s] nfll}hup there with other Spade hits, Travis’ squeaky clean pop-rock sound has made an impression on the hearts of America. His new album “12
: ommy Boy” an ack Sheep. o ’ § - R i
| y Boy p Mems)nes .looks to be a very good release with much anticipation from his loyal fans. His sounds seems to have grown Gallaghei": at the Omaha
:_ up a little bit, but it is still good. Music Hall

working on separate music careers. Richardson joined a different
band called The New Trust. In this band, Richardson said he isn’t
the front man.

“I am taking a back seat,” he said. “I write about 15 percent of
my own guitar sections.”

The lead singer and bassist of The New Trust, Josh Staples,
writes most of the lyrics. Richardson said he needs a creative outlet
and The New Trust isn't really allowing that as much as his previous
band.

woke up one day recently with inspiration for music.

“I am scared because this hasn't happened in a while and I don't
write music down,” Richardson said. “I can’t just learn to write music
again; it's not like riding a bike.”

He said with his new band he doesn’t plan on bringing much
baggage into it. He said he doesn’t want to write lyrics and have it be
a burden to the band to listen to his whining,

“Music is weird,” Richardson said. “Who
know what will happen in the future.”

——

UPCOMING ALBUM RELEASES

*All albums are released on Tuesdays.

29 IGGY POP, “SKULL RING”

It looks like Iggy Pop’s body has grown a little bit from the days when he used to cut himself

OO0

e ‘ ”‘“.‘rl

GRAPHIC BY ROB HUNTER/

open on stage. But his songs are still rebel anthems and are a riot to listen to. Pop has never failed to impress, and this

album will be no exception.

7 2PAC, “NU-MIXX KLAZZICS”

It has been six years since 2Pac’s death, but his music is still being released. His new album is remixes of songs that

fans remembered 2Pac by. It was sad to see him go, but he h

is music is still as powerful as it was six ytars ago.

7  DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE, “TRANSATLANTICISM”

J vV~

10

1

16

18

dl

Atmosphere, Odd Jobs. Ofl
Brother Ali, Micronots; #' R
at Sokol Underground '
Saves The Day and Takif#v2
1 €

Back Sunday; at Sokol @.,,
Auditorium 1
CIT

Fleetwood Mac; at QweiMry
Center ;:
Blue Man Group; at The i 1
Orpheum prt
th
UK Subs; at the Ranch
Bowl .
eb
Venaculas, Series 8, Sho
Shiver; at the Ranch Bow!

di
Better Then Ezra; at the

Music Box

Decaying Alive; at the
Ranch Bowl
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wenovations cause marching band to alter routine, practices

BY DANIELLE WELTY ;

Marching band is no longer performing as it has in past
irs at varsity football games.

Music department head Pete Wilger said that during the
.t football game the band played on the track instead of on
field as a result of a lack of rehearsal time and space.

'We're already starting a week behind practice,” Wilger
J “Normally band camp is six days long, but this year it
s only two.”

With the addition of the portables last year, many sports
| acuvities have relocated. Band doesn’t have that option
cause it practices during school.

The time of day (in the early morning) and an immense
wunt of students prevent it from being able to practice at
other site.

Wilger said that band was going to use the Joselyn Art
useum'’s parking lot as much as possible for practice since

PHOTO BY NIC SAMUELSON/THE REGISTER

nior James Hubbard (LEFT) and senior Josh Katerba rehearse for their
¥t show.

suitarist joins group,
lever 2 Dull Moment

BY COURTNEY THOMAS

\ band of pure dedication
\fter unsuccessfully attempting to form bands before,
i+ Josh Koterba finally found somewhere to call home.

Koterba along with junior James Hubbard and three
her students are truly devoted musicians who put both

¢ and effort into the development of their band, Never A

Il Moment,
Iniebruary of,2003, five high school boys came together
1 the hépes of fofthing aband that’s hore rock than pop,
t that is also unlike any other.

Hubbard initially met the first three other band mates,

ntarist Tom McCauley, vocalist Brandon Wozny and drum-
r Keith Goodman over the Internet after hearing from
tual friends that a bassist was needed.

Hubbard seemed to fit the needed profile perfectly.
rerba met the boys later on at a concert and joined the
nd as another guitarist. They all clicked immediately.
orerba, who was in a previous band “The castoffs” left the
oup after personal differences with the other band mem-

"We were both very aware of what we wanted and they
cren't the same thing.” said Koterba.

Comparable with bands such as Homegrown, Early
overnber and Finch, the boys really don't like being com-
ired to other bands.

“Our fan base is pretty diverse, but both girls and guys,”

said. "It's not just our great bodies, it's our great music.”
il Hubbard.

I'he bands’ popularity seems to be growing. Originally
¢ group started doing basement shows with other high
hool bands. It then progressed to performing at Rebels, the
'R and also by recently winning “Battle of the Bands” at St.
¢0's Church. Koterba has been around music his entire life,
1d considers his dad a type of inspiration.

"My dad’s been playing guitar since he was 14, so I've
ways been around music, it's a natural instinct,” he said.
'here are pictures of me crawling on a guitar before I could
en walk,”

Band members’ dedication is strongly appreciated by the
1E1r p;lrt'nts.

‘These boys stay focused, stay out of trouble and are
Ty persistent in practicing,” Patty, Goodman’s mother, said.
here are so many bands out there but for their age, they’re
1 good. I'd say it’s because of their determination.”

The members of the band see this quality as well.

'I'm particularly lucky my dad was in a band, so it’s easy
r him to relate,” Koterba said. “My parents are really sup-

ortive of the whole thing.”

The dedication seems to be very strongly based.
Ithough there are time constraints, the boys still find time
» practice three or four times a week and also promote their
and.

'hey had T-shirts made, CD’s burned and an interactive
¢b site in progress.

"I even skipped soccer practice to come to band ; it’s just
edication,” Hubbard said.

the football field was no longer available.

The band has undergone many transitions since
renovations have taken place.

“Last year we learned five pictures, which are basically
formations for visual effect, and we learned
three songs in addition to the school
song and the national anthem for football
performances,” sophomore Dede Hearity
said.

She said that as a freshman she did not
do as much marching as the upperclassmen
did last year because Central was already
undergoing part of the renovations.

“We didn’t have as much practice as
the upperclassmen in marching and pictures
becayse with the portables,” Hearity said, “We never practiced

on a full-size field, so this year won't be a tremendous change
for me.”

Some other alterations for band will be that all members
are required to stay the entire length of the game because no
marching is taking place.

Hearity said that last year students had the option of
leaving after halftime, but those that wanted

to earn a letter in band stayed and played
more pep songs.

“We're basically one big pep band this
year,” Wilger said

Hearity said that she will miss
marching because she enjoyed the freedom
of being able to leave after the halftime
performance to watch the game with her
friends.

Some portions of the band were not

affected nearly as much by renovations.

Wilger said that the drum line is ready for performance

and will continue to play as it did last year. This is possible

because of the group’s smaller size compared to the rest of
the band.

Wilger said that the band will still compete in the District
Music Contest and perform in the Roadshow, Winter Concert
and the NSBA Concert Band Festival.

He said he is also planning to have a concert band festival
sometime in November.

The hope is that judges will come, listen to the concert
band pieces and then critique the band accordingly.

A future event planned for band is a trip that will take
place in Minneapolis, MN or Chicago, IL this upcoming
spring.After renovations are finally completed, Wilger said he
plans on taking full advantage of Central’s new stadium.

“We will be able to train band (members) how to do
more complicated pictures and to move around in small
groups according to section, such as tubas, like the University
of Nebraska at Lincoln and many other colleges do,” Wilger
said.

THEY MADE HIM AN OFFER
HE COULD NOT REFUSE

Alumnus’ ‘Godfather’-
themed wedding was
planned down to the last
detail, then filmed by

producers.

BY BRIAN SWOTEK

Guests at alumnus’ Monastero Monastero’s wedding
were made an offer they could not refuse.

Besides authentic Italian dinner and desserts, the
wedding was filmed.

Monastero, who lives,in Santa Monica, CA, came to
Omabha to have the wedding of all weddings, and the party
of all parties, and that is exactly what happened.

Through some friends Monastero and his fiancée
Suzanne met a producer who was working on a pilot for a
show and they were interviewed for thatpilot.

A couple of days after the Monasteros were interviewed,
the producers called them and told them they were accepted
for the show.

“During the interview, the producers asked us what our
favorite movie was,” Monastero said. “We both told them it was “The
Godfather'.”

The crews asked Monastero and his wife to put a wedding together
themed off of the wedding from the movie.

“We had six weeks and a very small budget to put this thing together,”
Monastero said.

During the planning process, Monastero had to figure out location, food
and entertainment for the reception.

“The producers were really tough on getting things to look like they did
in the movie,” Monastero said.

When it came down to location, Monastero knew exactly where the
wedding and reception would be held. He knew that the camera crews and
wedding quests would have to fly to Omaha. The actual wedding
ceremony was held at Lauritzen Gardens.

“Everything about the gardens was beautiful,” Monastero
said.

The wedding was a small private ceremony in which only 28
people close family members and friends were invited. However,
the reception was another story. %

The reception was held at Joe Banana’s on 10th and Pacific streets. &
Monastero said that about 200 people were there. L

“There were so many people there, it felt so crowded,”
Monastero said.

Everything was down to the last detail when it came time for the
reception to start.

“In the movie the guests ate lasagna and drank red wine out of
pitchers, so we made it happen,” Monastero said.

The costumes were also sought after. The bridesmaids wore peach-
colored 1940 style dresses and the groomsmen wore suits to fit the time
period as well.

He also said that the entertainment was just like it was in the
movie also. An Italian band was hired to play the music from the
movie and singers memorized the songs that were sung in the
movie for the reception.

“During the reception we had so much fun,” Monastero
said. “We got to eat, dance and be with our friends and family
that we do not get to see very often. It was amazing”.

The band had to stop playing at 10 in the
evening, but guests were not ready to stop enjoying
themselves. A private disc jockey was hired to play
music and do karaoke. ]

“When the guests started to leave, we started §
to be able to unwind for a while, we sang and were
able to party,” Monastero said.

The next morning was filled with tearful good-byes. All T
of the family and friends had to leave and go back to their homes. The
bride and groom opened cards and said goodbye to the remaining people.

Invitations to the wedding promised an offer that couldn’t be refused, and that was
exactly what guests and the wedding party received.

Matinees may
return this year,
decision coming

BY JOHN KENDALL

The possibility of school matinees
is in the air for this year after being
brought to a halt by the free education
lawsuit a few years back.

Drama dept. head John Gibson
said he hoped to teach students a more
refined behavior.

“It sounded like we would be able
to have one school matinee,” he said.

He further clarified that it there
be one school matinee for each
pt‘rformance, along with a Saturday and
Sunday matinee for the general public.

Principal Jerry Bexten said he
hopes to have everything sorted out and
finalized around two to three weeks
prior to the performances.

He said the reason the school
had to stop was because of the free
education lawsuit stating that students,
while in school, should not have to pay
for in-school activities, so there would
have been no money coming in to fund
a matinee pcrfur‘mance.

Bexten said that there was also
the simple fact that students were
missing out on class time because of
the matinees.

Gibson said the reason that
school officials are bringing matinees
back is that the lawsuit is beginning to
dissolve,

“It’s been thrown out, I believe,”
he said.

Kris Jonyka, teacher of speech
and debate, went into further detail
clarifying that the lawsuit was “infinitely
regressive.”

“Do we (the school) need to
buy your clothes, too,” she said,
“your pencils, your papers and other
supplies?”

Jonyka said that if the lawsuit
actually followed through, there could
simply be no end to what it could apply
to. So all they had to do was wait it out.

“We stayed within the law,” she

said.

Bexten said that if the matinees
become a sure thing, the drama
department would have to use it as
more of a fund raiser because of this
lawsuit.

He said that it would probably
be the only way to have the school
matinees, and it would help with the
large costs for putting on the plays and
musicals.

“If it comes down to where it is too
difficult to go through with it, we may
just not have one,” he said.

Gibson said that he is excited for
the possibility of having matinees for
their theater performances, and that
this would be the first matinee in two
years,

He said that it is important that
students are exposed to the live arts, in
order to assist in developing life skills.

“They [the students] go to movies
and learn how to behave at movies,”
Gibson said. “They go to church and
learn how to behave at church.”

e GRaPHIC He said that allowing students
BY ROB HUNTER/ | to exclusively participate in viewing a
REGISTER

theater performance would teach them
how they should behave when viewing a
live arts performance if students should
ever attend any outside of school.
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Hiro Sushi
3655 N. 129th St.
Best Buy: Seared Tuna

BY KATIE BACKMAN

For elegant sushi dinning, Hiro is
the only place to go.

The food is exquisite.

Servers said that Hiro sometimes
spends $5,000 for a cut of meat to be
delivered within 28 hours.

This shows that the restaurant
takes strong sense of pride in its food.

The servers take care of beginners
with sushi and explain the different
dishes.

Thart really comes in handy when
you don't know what you're doing.

Servers recommend favorite and
most popular dishes and then they
describe the difterent spices and ways
the fish is prepared. .

Prices for the dinner menu are
rather high, but are worth every single
penny.

The cheapest meal is Teriyaki
Chicken that is $12.95 and the most
expensive meal is Sashimi Selection
that is $120.00.

The Sashimi Selection has a bit of
every piece of sushi available.

The different selections vary with
what the restaurant has in stock.

Dishes that are quickly recom-
mend by the employees are the smoked
asparagus wrapped in salmon, which is
all wrapped in rice.

If the customer is not daring
enough to try raw fish than they should
try seared tuna.

This selection is one of the most
excellent dishes offered.

The tuna is lightly smoked, which
makes the small outer edge crispy, but
the center of the slice is stll raw.

The atmosphere is very refined.
The entrance way of the building sets
the mood to the relaxing Asian dining.

The doorway has a small waterfall
and Asian interior design. Service hap-
pens right when the door opens.

For fine dining and service, which
is suitable for celebrities, Hiro is vored
number one sushi restaurant from the
Register staff.

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

TO SUSHI OR

Omabha is not exactly known for its sushi. In
Register staff members went to these establishments to see how they stack up.

PHOTO BY BRYAN SWOTEK/THE REGISTER

Chef Zo Shimata makes one of Sushi Ichiban’s delicious California rolls. The roll consists of crab, avocado
and spices, wrapped in rice and seaweed. The restaurant serves fresh seafood and sushi at decent
prices with great service. The sushi restaurant serves great lunch and dinner with decent price.

Sushi Japan
144th West Center Road
Best Buy: Captain Crunch Rolls

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

Good sushi is hard to come by in
Omabha.

However, Sushi Japan needs the
benefit of the doubt. The service was
horrible and the food ‘was nov that
good, and when dealing with sushi,
good is great.

The restaurant looks more like a
burger joint. The first thing a customer
sees when walking in the door is a bar
and a cash register. Then once custom-
ers go into the back of the restaurant,
they see the sushi bar.

Maybe it was a bad night at the
restaurant and maybe the staff had a
bad night, but the service was horrible.
Customers sat waiting for about 15
minutes and only got a glass of water
from the bus boy.

The waitress was somewhat help-
ful when it came to ordering.

Blue
14450 Eagle Run Drive
Best Buy: Buddha Rolls

BY SARA RIPS

When East meets West they
combine to form an amazing dining
experience, Blue Sushi Sake Grill.

Blue Sushi Sake Grill metges
the contemporary American dining
experience with Japanese cuisine.
The restaurant itself is completely
remarkable and amiable.

The atmosphere is warm and
coastal, decorated in blue and yellow
with pictures of tidal waves and palm
trees, not to mention a waterfall and a
gilant aquarium.

The Buddha Rolls and the
Hawaiian rolls were absolutely to die
for. There was an entire menu solely
for the sushi. Not only does it have
the stereotypical rolls, but it also has
many creative rolls like the TNT roll
that is filled with tempera asparagus,
mushrooms and scallops.

Of course not everyone is a
devout fan of sushi. Fortunately, It has
a menu of American items with
a Japanese twist. For example,
the fresh lemon grass infused
Alaskan halibut, edamame

saffron jasmine rice, sun

dried tomato-mango

chutney is an amazing dish,
that does not seem to follow
conventional western
food.

While the menu
is very seafood
heavy, there are
some non-seafood

items.  Vegetarian,
chicken and  beef
dishes are all alternatives to fish.
The baby spinach salad is a dish that
comes highly recommend.

What meal would be complete
without dessert?

The tempera fried vanilla ice cream
with strawberries, powdered sugar and
raspberry sauce is absolutely divine. If
you're ever in search of a good place to
have dessert one night, go to Blue and
try this dish. This is a great place to go
for homecoming,

While on the mid pricey side, it
is about $12 to $25 per entrée and $3

to $25 for various orders of sushi, this
restaurant is neither too formal, nor is
it too casual.

One of the drawbacks is the
location of the restaurant, it is out at
144th and Maple, but it is definitely
worth the trek.

Another  drawback is  that
everything takes a long time,

Following the European tradition
of things taking 20 minutes longer than
you would expect, eating at Blue is an
extremely leisurely dining experience.

Sushi Ichiban
8035 West Dodge Road
Best Buy: California Rolls

BYBRYANSVOTEK

Sushi is more than uncooked fish
and other underwater creatures.

In fact, it is a rtaste explosion of
fish, crab and spices that make sushi
something really good, yet slightly
unsatistying.

Sushi Ichiban has some of the best
sushi in Omaha.

The meal started out with
California rolls. The rolls are made
of crab, avocado, sour cream and rice
rolled in seaweed.

The sour cream was a perfect mate
for the crab. It was the absolute perfect
mixture to entice the customer with.

Together, it was the best possible
way to start off a sushi meal and a good
way to introduce a sushi virgin to the
food.

Sushi came to an end with smoked
salmon and kaiware, radish sprouts. -

The salmon was good, though it
was a little different since it was not
cooked.

The texture slightly resembled
Elmer's personal thick, chunky glue
and made the customer almost have to
gasp for air.

The food from Sushi Ichiban was
really good.

The only thing that made it
bad was the unsettling fact of eating
uncooked fish.

The most expensive item on the
menu was sushi deluxe which is assort-
ed sushi for two people.

That costs $31.95, but the sushi is
good.

The least expensive item is Uzara,
which are quail eggs. Each egg costs
$1.25.

Wait staff in the restaurant was
very helpful also.

The waitress gave assistance on
what the food exactly was and the size
of the portion,

Every sushi order had a small por-
tion of wasabe,

Wasabe is a green paste that is so
hot that it clears sinuses and only burns
mouths for about six seconds.

The smell of the place would
make the customer want to devour
everything in sight.

As the server approaches, the cus-
tomer can feel the aura of raw fish and
just smell the seaweed.

The atmosphere of the restaurant
gave customers the feeling of actually
sitting in a sushi restaurant in Japan.

.

Matsu Sushi
1009 Farnam St.
Best Buy: California Rolls

BY ASHLEY BROWN

If a waiter were to receive a $.0
for a $40 meal, this would be the plag

The service at Matsu Sushi is
spectacular, one would think they w;
in a five-star restaurant and not a bra;
new sushi restaurant.

That makes it the perfect locar
for that homecoming meal.

Matsu Sushi is convenicn
located for both the lunch and din
crowds.

It serves efficient, almost Europe;
servings of all kinds of Japanese dishe

The menu is actually quite ¢
sive.

It offers so many items to chix
from that it is kind of hard to pick o
thing,

Since it seems to be ‘ur
Americanized, this would be a
place to take a person who has 1
had sushi before.

There are so many option
choose from, a person who thoug
sushi was a type of vegetable grow |
Germany would feel comfortable 1
restaurant.

This makes it easy for everyor« !
enjoy something at this fine estat|,
ment.

Even younger kids would hav
good time.

They wouldn’t be disappoir:
either.

The California rolls are somet! @ , .

agar MPDE
a person would come back for aga: § iff
the same day. -

The texture is very smooth, v#
crisp and fresh. A

That’s something you don't exper sk
ence that often with sushi. .

Some of the staff recorll ©
mendations are Crunchy Rolls e
Philadelphia Rolls. 3

Both of which are good tas il
and the texture is not at all bad.

Whoever said that sushi was :
fish does has not been to Matsu Sust
The restaurant offers a Nebraska I
which has beef in it

The staff also recommended
TNT roll which is made of fried asp
gus, mushrooms and scallops.

The prices are very reasonable

The prices are 'affordable fo
casual lunch also. S¢

If you aren’t on a tight budge: ¥@ gc
may be a challenge to hold back & au

hei

ior

the tip. af rair

The service is so efficient - It
friendly, one may think anything lc48n :
than a $15 tip would be ridiculous.  @Bstr

The restaurant accommodates 1eltios
younger children, giving them figurind@Hifie
to set their chop sticks on and prompi/ @ “I
bring out high chairs to set infant se 38 any
in. Its definitely a family environmen: ail.

Children under 12 also have A
children’s menu they can order from B%een
the other platters in the restaurant (ligat
not suit them. T

Obviously the owners want adu/#en
to bring their families. That’s a goo
thing, ;

The atmosphere of the place als#
adds to the experience.

There are multiple levels so ther
is plenty of seating,

You may want to bring along
light jacket though, as it does tend
be a bit chilly on the top floor unde
the fans.

That's a small price to pay.

The customer can feel every 11
ture of every aspect of each piece
sushi.

Omaha is considered to be bee
country, but there is no reason wh
sushi should not be tried and loved.

There are so many types to chos
from that every person should be ab!
to find something on the menu th:
suits their tastes.

The staff at Matsu Sushi recor
mend calling in advance in order t
reserve the second level for parties.

Precision Hair Styling
For Men & Women

Call us at 391-0311 to schedule your appointment with our
DYNAMIC STYLISTS
Haircuts, styles, colors, highlights, perms, relaxers, eyebrow and lip wazing
Monday through Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.

located in the Crossroads Mall next 1o Ol Navy

. ]

Angie’s Restaurant

Perfect for Homecoming!

Come in for an elegant
dining experience.

1001 Pacific St. Omaha, NE 68108

(402) 341-8800
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part in the internship.” Guerhing said.

Kyler said that she applied for the internship
because she had known the previous interns and

she loves the Rose.

“really” is.

scene from their show.

over the smart childeren.

McTate said that she is involved with the
Rose because of the opportunity to do more
things and work in the community.

“It is much more professional to work with

Students’ internships at Rose bring laughter, education to all

He said that he has tried not to have the
interns here as much as he can so that they
can be involved in high school and community

theater.

(LEFT) Senior Shannon Kyler acts
out a scene in where Kyler's char-
acter is being told what Leukemia

(FAR LEFT) Kyler and Underwood,
IA senior Josh Mitchell rehearse a

(BELOW) Kyler's character pon-
ders the realization that Leukemia
might actually be a plot to take

ALL PHOTOS BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Venue closes
doors due to
IMONEy 1SSues

BY ASHLEY BROWN

Senior Nate Dittman said he liked
going to the Music Box to see band The
Samples.

He said although the venue most-
ly catered to an older crowd and a lot
of his friends didn’t hang out there, the
sound quality was the best he had heard
in Omabha.

After Oct. 31, Dittman won't be
seeing the Samples, let alone any band
at the live-music venue. The owner is
closing its doors due to financial rea-
sons.

Although the shows were geared !
toward an adult audience, with most
shows being 18 and 21 and over, Central |
students such as Dittman are disap-
pointed the venue is closing.

Homer’s music manager Marq |
Manner works at the Music Box part
time booking local bands and working
the door.

When national bands come into
town, Manner is the person who takes
care of them and drives them around.
He said he thinks the closing of the
venue is a horrible thing for Omaha's
music community.

He said will have to travel around
to see the bands that probably won't be !
coming to Omaha anymore without it.

Mike Delich, head of Waitt Media
and Gold Circle clubs International,
who are the companies that own the
Music Box, said the venue is closing
because it wasn't especially profitable.

The lease was up, and landlord Joe
Cascio wanted a five-year lease. '

“We weren't willing to sign a five- '
year lease,” Delich said. “We couldn't
commit.” ’

With his venue closing, many peo- |
ple in Omaha will be left in the dark.

“Before the Music Box, a lot of '
adult shows wouldn't come to town,”
Manner said about Omaha without the
Music Box.

He said after the Music Box closes,

Te3
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. BY MICHAEL SMITH
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B Some students enjoy sports and relaxation

i their spare time, but for three students their

! calling s the theater.

&t Seniors Emily Greenberg, Shannon Kyler

il 20 Emily McTate recently started their intern-
+ at Omaha’s Theater Company for Young

i People (Rose). .
Birian Guehring, education director for the

el RO said that he has been at the Rose for eight

v W vears now as both an intern-and as a director.

i Guchring, who is in charge of the intern-

+ il <hip. said that he has known the three girls for

fifferent periods of time since he has been here.
4 “I'have known the three most recently from

their mvolvement in Pride Players,” he said.

He also said that he has known the girls
through theater camps that they have experi-
nced u:gmhcr.

In April of last year, those who wanted to
tike part in the internship had to start the appli-
cation process.

All the applicants had to fill out an applica-
tion and a letter as to why they wanted to take

1

“I loved the idea and it was a great way to
get involved even more,” Kyler said.

Guerhing said that the applicants had to
have extensive theater work with kids and had
to list difterent sides of theater that they were
involved with.

Whether it is technical theater or acting,
Guehring sdid-that they had to include it in the
application.

Out of 10 applicants and an interview pro-
cess only six were selected.

Guehring said that the girls had an advan-
tage because of their experience.

“They knew about the classes and the
camps so they have an understanding of what it
is like.” Guehring said.

Kyler said she is teaching a theater educa-
tion class to kindergarten through third grade
students.

She said that later this fall -and winter she
will instruct two more classes.

people in the community and get out of school,”
she said.

Guehring said that interns who have
worked for him have averaged around 150 hours
during the internship.

Greenburg said that she is not pursuing
theater as a major, but it is something that is fun
for her to do.

“I want to work with kids and as an intern
because | get to teach classes and that is some-
thing that I truly love,” Greenburg said.

Greenburg said that she is looking forward
to the classes and the students who she will work
with.

Guehring said that there are five main com-
ponents to the internship program at the Rose.

“There are the aspects of education, and the
technical side, the publicity and marketing side
and the internship project.” Guehring said.

He said that the interns will get their hands
in and out of the theater.

Kyler said that for one of her components,
she is going to be the assistant director for the
Broken Mirror and the Pride Players Project.

She also said currently the interns are work-
ing on their group activity.

This year, unlike in the past, the interns are
presenting a show entitled "King Chemo” to
area students and patrons that come to-see the
presentation.

McTate said she loves the stage and whether
it's a Rose production or a production by school,
she is there.

Guehring said that the current interns are
at the Rose because of their involvement in the-
ater and their desire to continue their education
in it.

He said hopes this programs will expand
their knowledge and their experiences in this
field of study. .

He said it will help them have a taste of the
real world.

it's going to be the same deal.

Delich said he thinks the closing
of the Music Box will certainty cause
a void in the Omaha music scene as far
as availability of music in a club that
size goes.

He said the new convention center
books mega shows and not the mid-
level, emerging artists who need venues
for exposure.

“Without the Music Box,” Delich
said, “a lot of those bands won't be able
to play in Omaha.” -

Manner said what really set the
Music Box apart from other local ven-
ues was the comfort level and the sound
quality. )

“Even at max capacity you still
felt comfortable and had space to move :
around,” Manner said. “The sight line
was great, the sound was fantastic. It's

really a horrible thing.”

BY BRIAN LEE

some people thought that this year's play
s going to be held somewhere other than in
» auditorium, but that is not the case as the
rtains will again open on the stage this year.
T It was being said by some that there had
efln a conflict this summer concerning the
pistruction of a dust wall and its location in
ation to the auditorium, though no one has
1efl1tied this informations as being accurate.
tll 1 didn't know there were any controversies
all anything,” drama dept. head John Gibson
.l
At this point the rumors are forgotten and
scems that they were more than likely just
d@cations with no real backing.
The auditorium was left in a jumbled state
Idhen renovation crews found themselves in

-~

'l 42nd & Dodge - Omaha
Al 144th & W. Center - Omcha !,
78th & Cass - Omcha @ -
o 96th & Q - Omaha
110th & Maple - Omaha
168th & Q - Millard
84th & Giles - La Vista
28th & Capehart - Bellevue

No Appointment Tanning + Open 7

search of a suitable space for storage and it was
chosen to fulfill the role.

Officials needed somewhere to put materi-
als from classrooms that were under construc-
tion over the summer and the dramatorium was
deemed the perfect place.

“It’s interesting how much hasn’t been
claimed that was directed to be put in there,”
Gibson said. “Some computer stuff is still being
stored in our area.”

An even bigger problem for the drama
department is that its designated storage space
underneath the stage and next to the drama
office is not accessible,

“We'll adjust,” Gibson said. "Stuff may end
up in the hall, but so far they're getting stuff
dealt with.”

Gibson said that as far as he has been told,
chances are good that the department might not

Lo A \,w‘:'.":

g FREE.
3

Days a Week * 970-4909

have use of the storage spaces below the stage
or next to his office for at least the rest of this
year.

The biggest complaint dealing with this
storage dilemma has been
that it might cause some
minor problems for the
upcoming production of
Cinderella and the Road
Show later this year.

“The only thing that
might cause a problem,”
Principal Jerry Bexten said,
“is that the area below the
stage is not available.”

With these areas of storage temporar-
ily out of commission, the new question and
concern is where the costumes and props will
be kept and just how much all of this is going to

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY...

Buy ONE WEEK of
UNLIMITED TANNING

'°'$983*

GET ONE WEEK

M prvrs ol high schesal ot 111 cad et vl with oy ot olfee
Vi & 15 oo ol it horw parsral coment Sex o bor detcih. Expeen 1031700 70050

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT SPECIAL OFFER

effect the department.

Gibson said that it is an obvious problem,

but one he thinks they can work through.

He doesn't expect too much difficulty
working under these new con-
ditions, but plans to stay ready
no matter what happens.

Bexten said there will
be renovations to the audi-
torium.

“We'll  probably end
up doing some work in the
auditorium next summer,” he
said. “It’'s mechanical work up
above so we won't be able to

use as much of that space, if any.”

As far as any sort of a time period that

the drama department might be able to utilize
its storage space again, Gibson said that if the

d ITALIAN BAKERY b

621 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE. 68108

usical will be on stage this year despite renovation rumors, storage .

department has access to those areas at all this
year, it won't be until mid-October at the earli- «
est. ’

“It's not stopped us from moving on and’
getting the classes started,” Gibson said.

He said that aside from the actual stor-
age spaces themselves, there has been another ¢
problem with removing the items that had been *
stored in the auditorium and on the stage itself. 1

Gibson's current focus is on getting the 4
props moved back. i

He said that custodians just recently
removed the non-drama items, which was just+
one more step in the right direction. i

Only time will tell how well things will go. -

With all of the interesting situations that
have surrounded the auditorium, it is safe to-
say that there is much drama in store for Gibson !
and his staff. ¢
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(402) 345-3438 |
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SCARE RATING
il

‘THE EXORCIST

Release Date: 1973

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

The definition of scary has offi-
cially been redefined.

It has been redefined by the movie
“The Exorcist,” which has been scar-
ing the pants off of moviegoers for 30
years, ever since its release in 1973,

There is not one thing on this
movie that makes it scary. In fact, no
one can put a finger on one thing, the
whole thing is scary.

Whether it is Linda Blair's back-
wards crab walk down a flight of stairs
or her grotesquely chapped face while
she is possessed, it is absolutely ter-
rifying.

What could be scarier then a 12-
yearold girl possessed by the devil?
12-year-old girls are absolutely horrify-
ing as it is.

It takes so long for the family and
doctors to find out what is wrong with
the girl.

The doctors thought it was bipo-
lar syndrome or a chemical imbalance
of some sort. They even thought it
was nerves, but they never could have
thought that is was possession.,

That is when it gets scary. The
devil inside of her began to throw
things. He even began to push dressers

*onto people and throw up on them.

This movie is the scariest movie
ever. Every scary movie that has ever
some out or that will come out will have
to be compared to “The Exorcist.”

The mom gets scared, the nanny
gets scared and even the priest who per-
forms the exorcism begins to fear that

“he would not be able to do the job.

This movie is not for the faint at

‘heart. It should only be watched in the
daytime with the windows open and all
lights should be on so that the watcher
can be aware of what is going on at all
' times.

This movie is all things scary.
There is blood, death, blood-chilling
music and pretty much something
scary waits in every scene.

2.

HALLOWEEN

COURTESY OF ANCHOR BAY

SCARE RATING
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‘HALLOWEEN’
Release Date: 1978

BY SARA RIPS

“Halloween” is one of the greatest
horror movies of all time. Few horror
movies have created two new genres at
once. “Halloween” can proudly boast
being the originators of slasher and ter-
rorize-the-baby sitter films.

The movie takes place in the small
town of Haddonfield, Illinois in 1962,
where 18 years prior a six-year-old
Michael Meyers murders his sister in
cold blood on Halloween night. The
boy was locked away in an insane
asylum until he could finally escape
and wreak havoc once more upon the
town.

This movie is great, not only
for the creation of two new genres,
but also because it makes the viewer
question everything they see. Michael
Meyers has a habit of always making
the viewer wonder where and when he
will appear next.

“Halloween” was made for less
than $300,000. The mask that scared

so many children was really a William
Shatner mask painted a pale bluish-
white.

This movie was the debut for Jamie
Lee Curtis. She plays Laurie Strode, the
bookwormish girl who is more inter-
ested in baby-sitting than boys.

Her sexual innocence fortu-
nately protects her from being one of
Michael’s victims.

Horror films seem to now make
virgins protected and those who are
sexually active are doomed to be mur-
dered.

This movie is considered the cliché
horror film, despite the fact that it was
the originator of so many stereotypical
horror movie aspects.

However, the movie does not lack
to tribute to the great horror films from
days of yore.

The opening scene where Michael
kills his sister Judith is shot as a tribute
to Hitchcock’s “Psycho,” where the
knife is never actually seen entering
the victim,

However, unlike Hitchcock’s
numerous camera angles, this scene is
completely shot through Meyer’s own
point of view. :

If a movie is great than there will
no doubt be a sequel. In the case of
“Halloween,” there are eight soon-to-be
nine sequels. Each sequel sheds a little
more light into the mind of Michael
Meyers, but none terrify more that the
first one.

It is scary because there’s no expla-
nation to his madness. There are no
stories of a deprived or abused child.

The idea that a child can kill his
own sister in cold blood is scary.

The movie’s lack of explanation
really keeps the viewer engaged in
what he sees.

The music is one of the best hor-
ror movie sound tracks of all time.

So many movies have adapted
similar sounding sound tracks to try
and produce the same gut-wrenching
effect that is done completely by the
music alone.

Clive Mankan™

SCARE RATING
RN

‘HELLRAISER’
Release Date: 1987

BY MICHAEL SMITH

Whether it's maggots, cockroach-
es, dismemberments, or the massive
amount of blood in this movie, there
is rarely a scene from Clive Barker's
“Hellraiser” that doesn’t make the audi-
ence cringe.

The first hour of the movie is
spent with a slow-moving, very dra-
matic plot, and honestly fingers can end
up on the fast forward button.

This movie is definitely a well-
made horror epic. But, the needles may
be just a little too much, even for this
classic.

But, unlike other films, if you ask
anyone about the pinhead, they will
understand. )

It is a movie that keeps people pon-
dering and after the release numerous
other pinhead movies, there is probably
going to be another one.

This film like so many other hor-
ror films have an undeniable dark and
depressing presence.

The movie is simply uncomfort-
able to watch, especially in the dark
at midnight, so you should definitely
watch it with someone.

Gore is scary and is what needs to
be included scary films, but here, Clive
Barker combines sickening gore with
a style that is made to make you feel
uncomfortable, and some may have
trouble enjoying that.

If you like that sort of thing and
would like to eat during the movie,
then go for it because it's a flick.

So if one goes into the movie
expecting a lot of Pinhead action, don't
rent it because it will only dissapoint in
this classic, but then what fun would
there be in watching a classic, so go rent
it and have some nightmares.

Gip' ,
LAY %

SCARE RATING
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‘CHILD’S PLAY’
Release Date: 1988

BY MICHAEL SMITH

Hi. My name’s Chucky. Want to
play?

Little Andy, a latchkey child, wants
a life-size doll he saw on television for
his birthday, but mom can't afford it.

Luckily she finds a person who
has one for sale. Too bad this doll didn’t
have a warning label on the package
saying, “This doll may have a soul of a
sociopath murder.”

Silly as it seems, if it wasn't for
decent horror films like this, then pub-
lic would not have any today.Though
the sequels were not up to snuff with
the original, “Child’s Play” pulls it off
well.

This movie serves as a good
reminder that you never can trust any-
one, not even a doll.

COURTESY OF PIONEER ENT.

SCARE RATING
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‘TEXAS MASSACRE’'
Release Date: 1974

BY KATIE BACKMAN

“Texas Chainsaw Massacre” is a
scary movie that will always entertain

viewers with its gruesome and eerie
plot.

The plot was too realistic.

The movie looked like a documen-
tary. Kids are traveling down a road and
pick up a hitchhiker who flips out and
cuts a chunk of flesh out of his arm.

Rapid movements such as this are
what keeps the audience on the edge of
their seats and making them glued to
the screen.

The special effects were unneces-
sary because the main focus of the plot
was dark enough.

A movie that will keep viewers
entertained is based around a man who
cuts up people and then uses their skin
to make his leather face.

Scary movies today need to not
focus on the money for special effects
or the actors starring in the film.
Producers should just concentrate on
developing the intensity of the plot.
This movie's title, “Texas Chainsaw
Massacre” will grab anyone’s attention,
easily.

The movie is one of the best cre-
ated in 1974 and the movie was pro-
duced with a budget that had to have
been less than $20. This only shows the
plot is what makes a movie.

Unclear technical quality of the
movie is also a bonus. The quality is so
bad that sometimes the viewer can't tell
what is going on.

Watch this movie just to check out
Leather Face.

COURTESY OF ORION PICTURES
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‘CHILD’S PLAY
Release Date: 1988

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

People are supposed to feel safe
inside their houses.

Home has always been one of
those words that society associates with
comfort and warmth.

But what happens when the house
that should provide safety, turns its back
on the owners? That is what exactly hap-
pened in “"Amityville Horror”. It starts
out all happy. A couple has a house,
they are in love and all seems well. The
house turns ugly, and all things evil start
to emerge from the woodwork.

Normally people think that some-
one would be in their house. It is some-
thing that has happened many times. A
stranger waits in a house for the single
woman to come home and then he
attacks her.

“Amityville Horror,” is a spin off
of that. Instead of a stranger, it is the
house. —

It is not like the house has *
arms and legs and can reach
out and grab the unsus- g
pecting people. But
the previous evil that
lived in the house can
touch them.

The owners see ghosts and the
house itself becomes evil.

The movie was probably scary in
1979, when it was originally released,
but now it was not all that thrilling.

/.
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Release Date: 1990

BY KATIE BACKMAN

The basic recipe for a scary movie
is a psychotic-whispering voice, street
sewers, redheaded clowns and rotting
teeth.

“It” is the result of this recipe.
This is what scary movies are all abour.
Special effects weren't needed in this
movie because it maintained its terrify-
ing level with mystery. i

The movie jumped into the plot
without much build-up to make the
viewers stay on the edge of their seats.
‘It” uses common places in a house or
building that people never really associ-
ate with fear.

“It" used places like a shower or
in-between the laundry drying out-
side. The redheaded clown is what
makes this movie one of the scariest
movies done in the '90s. This clown is
the reason behind the fact that many
generations are terrified of these happy
figures.

The movie toys with peoples’
minds because the children in the
movies were imagining it, so techni-
cally none of the bloody scenes really
happened.

These factors are what makes a
good scary movie.

[P —y

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

A gruesome crime was com-
mitted in a rural high school.

At least that is what hap-
pened in the movie, “Return To
Horror High.”

The killer was never cap-
tured and the case was pretty
much dropped, but then a movie
crew decided to discover the
truth, and film what happened.
It all went downhill from there.

The acting in the movie was
horrible. In fact, it was indescrib-
able. No words can explain the
sheer magnitude of acting classes
that needed to be taken after the
film was released. :

A young George Clooney
was in the movie. Nice to see
that at least one actor from the
film could make something of
himself.

This movie will not scare
you.
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REGISTER YOUR OPINION

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE
SCARY MOVIE?

“'28 Days Later” is the scar-
iest movie. It makes people
jump and it was just scary.”

Jake Morris (12)

“I saw that movie
Candyman’) when | was
little and 1 was afraid of mir-
rors for a long time.”
Chaeli McDonald (10)

“After ‘It’, I was scared of
clowns forever,” |
Patrick Caniglia (12) .

“The Ring’ had no plot,
but there is a really good suprise
ending. The girl in the TV was
scary too.”

An Vu (11)

was ugly and it was a bad mes-
sage for little kids. | wouldn't
want to lose any teeth.”

Lena Walton (10)

|
|
“Darkness Falls’, the witch

I CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21
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ARE YOU SCARED YET?

Everyone gets scared. For some people it does not take much and for others it takes a lot to get their stomachs turning and

their hearts racing. For those who cant handle fear, there are many ways in Omaha to overcome it. Hypnotists, psychologists

and other medial professionals all deal with fears and can help with them. To the right, there are reviews of Central’s top
picks of the best scary movies, along with a special selection by the Register staff for the best cover, but worst movie.

Students use therapy, hypnosis to fight fear

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

Franklin D. Roosevelt once said “There is
nothing to fear, but fear itself.”

If that is the case, then why do people return
to haunted houses and sit through scary movies?

For any fear, there are people who can help
overcome it. Then again, there are people who like
to use fears against people. Matt Stensrud is one of
those people.

Stensrud has been working in haunted houses
ever since he was a kid.

"My family always did them when I was a
little kid,” Stensrud said. “It (the haunted house),
made the paper a few times.”

Stensrud has been working on his haunted
house since March, and has been working on ideas
since his childhood.

He said that he has had a book of ideas that
he has been adding to ever since he was in grade
school.

"Every time | saw something scary, | would
put my own twist on it and write it down,”
Stensrud said.

He said that the local haunted houses gener-
ally go for the biggest prop as opposed to the best
scares and he wanted to go for the scare.

Stensrud said that in Omaha, there are no
genuinely scary haunted houses that are at all any
good. '

“Any one can create a haunted house, but not
every one can make a good one,” Stensrud said.

He said that people like to be scared because
of the adrenaline rush they get.

Stensrud said he thinks they like the thrill of
not knowing what is coming next, so they want
to £O.

“It is like people know it is not real, but in a
way it is,” said Stensrud.

This year he is in charge of his first profes-
sional haunted house and it is expected to be huge.

Junior volunteers at hau

BY COURTNEY THOMAS

Spending time in an old farmhouse that is
said to be haunted wasn't scary for junior Sarah
Stowell, she actually thought it was fun.

“You gert an eerie feeling that it is haunted,”
Stowell said. “It feels like you're being watched or
tollowed.” .

Last October she spent many evenings trying
to raise money for the debate department.

She spent three weeks working at Haunts
Hollow haunted house in an effort to provide
the drama and debate departments with more
funding.

This year, it’s time to put on the makeup and
start scaring people again. Starting in October, the
students will be volunteering, since last year was
so successful.

Her love, of acting seemed to fit her job per-
fectly. She worked as different characters in rooms

It will be located on a 5,000 square foot area in the
Mangelson’s parking lot, and will have live bands
on Saturdays.

Stensrud is expecting upwards of 25,000
people to walk through the haunted house.

Freshman Mike Polascik attended his first
haunted house last year. He said that the haunted
houses in Omaha are scary, but it is more of a
mental thing.

“It is only scary when you let yourself get
scared,” Polascik said. '

Polascik said Mystery Manor is the scariest
haunted house in Omaha. He also said that there
are a couple of things that are particularly scary in
a haunted house.

“Dark rooms are scary,” said Polascik. “And
hidden doors that people pop out of are scary.”

Polascik said that he is scared of one thing in
particular and it is something that is common in
society and on television.

“l am really afraid of guns,” Polascik said.
“They just seem like the most threatening.”

He said that he has seen someone with a gun
outside of school and it is a very scary feeling,

Senior Michelle Peare has a huge fear of
clowns. She has had a phobia of clowns ever since
she can remember.

“I think I am afraid of them because there is
nothing else that I fear more,” Peare said. “I will
do everything in my power to not come in contact
with a clown.”

Peare said that when she goes to haunted
houses, it is like the clowns in the house seek her
out and she said it feels like they are going to hurt
her.

Even though the clowns scare her, she still
goes to haunted houses.

“I go to enjoy the thrill,” she said. “As long as
clowns don’t come near me, I'll be OK.”

Peare said that knowing someone can scare
you is an adrenaline rush.

titled things such as “Snakes Atric,” “Jack in the
box” and “The Carrie Room,” which portrayed a
scene from “The Exorcist.”

nted house to

“The fact that you can get scared for fun
makes it all worth while,” she said.

Peare said that the thrill of being scared that
makes haunted houses fun.

Polascik agrees with her. He said that there
is a rush that goes to his head when he goes to a
haunted house. He said that most of the anticipa-
tion takes place when he is in line waiting to go
in,

“I just sit outside wondering what is going on
in there,” Polascik said.

Peare does not know how to overcome her
fear. She has never heard of a way to do so.

She said that as long as she does not feel like
the fear is going to make her cry it is fun.

“I don't think there is a way to overcome my
fear,” she said. "And if there is, [ have not found
it yer.”

Sean Akers is a licensed clinical psychologist
at Children’s Hospital.

Akers said that since he deals primarily with
children, he has seen different kinds of fears. He
said that he deals with mostly anxiety fears, such
as solitude or fears of separation.

“The kids I deal with generally have a fear
of what happens when they are in school,” Akers
said.

He said that tHe first step in dealing with fear
is the willingness to discuss and understand it.
Some symptoms of fear include a racing heart or
a pounding pulse.

Janet Laitner is a certified hypnotist. Her and
her husband, Dr. George Laitner, have been in the
field of hypnosis for sixteen years and have been
helping people over coming fears.

“Hypnosis is actually quite effective, that is
why people keep coming back,” said Laitner,

Laitner also said that hypnotism is one of the
most effective ways to not only conquer fears, but
also stop bad habits.

Though it is effective, there is one thing that

(]
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the holiday.”
Not only did Stowell help out the depart-
ments, but she saw a lot of behind

“My favorite room was supposed
to be a little girls room, kind of a
demented nursery,” Stowell said. “It’s
fun to scare people. Some of them are
afraid of just coming in the rooms.”

This type of performing fits her
personality.

“I'm not really shy, so I love hor-
ror movies and making people laugh,
I just love all of the surroundings.”
Stowell said.

Since Halloween is her favorite
holiday, it made the job seem more like
fun and less like work.

“I love the past and Halloween; it's just a
whole spooky holiday,” Stowell said. “I like to go
in deep, where most people just turn away from

Stowell

the scenes action, too.

“I'm on stage crew,” Stowell
said. "So seeing how all the special
effects work, and what the building
looks like with the house lights on
was cool.”

She said that volunteering _did
not feel like a chore because the
experience was so entertaining.

Speech and debate teacher,
Kris Jonyka thought the experience
was a positive one.

“It was a lot of fun, all the
kids had a great time, and got to
work with kids from other schools,” she said.

Stowell said she agreed.

However, she said it did get boring after a

can ensure it will work.

“The only way that it will work though, is if
the patient wants it to,” Laitner said.

Some of the common fears that Laitner
and her husband helped people with were flying,
needles and snakes.

Laitner said that hypnosis is much deeper
than waving a pendulum in front of someone’s
eyes.

“Hypnosis works on the subconscious mind
where emotions and habits are stored,” Laitner
said.

Laitner said that hypnosis gets past the con-
scious part of the mind and affects how the sub-
conscious part uses the memories and habits.

Senior Eleanor Hoeger would be one of
those people who may try to use hypnotism as a
way to overcome a fear.

Hoeger has a terrible fear of needles and has
had a bad experience while doctors tried to get
blood from her arm.

“It happened freshman year,” Hoeger said.
“I was supposed to give blood and I could not
doit.”

She said that she went to a counselor for six
weeks to try and ease her into giving blood, but
that did not seem to work either. '

“I went back after the counselor said | should,
and it took two security guards, two nurses, two
counselors my mom and a strapped table to hold
me down,” Hoeger said.

Once the doctors were done taking blood,
she did not wake up until the next morning.

Hoeger said that she had a bruise that went
almost all of the way up and down her arm, since
her muscles were so tense. Ever since that day
she has never been near a needle. When she sees
someone with one, she turns away, she fears the
day she has to do it again.

“I know I will have to do it again, but I am
avoiding it at all costs,” Hoeger said.

N g
while.

“I got really bored, and ended up just falling
asleep twice,” Stowell said. "It did not feel like
work since we got to go through the haunted
house when it was not busy, which was a lor of
the time.”

The unique form of earning money was also
nice for the drama department, who participated
under John Gibson's oversight.

The profits were split equally between the
two departments. Drama spent the money on new
lighting for the auditorium.

Jonyka said she had good feelings of the proj-
ect and felt it was a nice way to earn money, rather
than the traditional fund-raising.

“It not only was fun, but it’s better than pawn-
ing off little dinky items on people,” she said.

Money earned was put towards aucnding
various tournaments and competitions students
attend regularly.

Annual party of former CHS students scares with fun, creativity

BY MICHAEL SMITH

In the deepest darkest corners of
your deepest darkest fears lives a former
student who is concerned about two
things, his party and his costume.

Former Central student lan
Simmons is known for hosting one of
the biggest party of the year.

His Halloween party, which is
also on his birthday, is a tradition that
has become a big party for some of
Central’s former students.

They wake the dead and call upon
the spirits of the lost souls to find the
Halloween inside them all.

Simmons and a few of his friends
grew up around the school and always
tried to celebrate their firend Simmons
birthday in the best way possible.

During Simmons sophomore year
he thought of an idea, with the help of
his friends of course to celebrate his
birthday in a different sort of way, by
hosting a lavish Halloween party.

Simmons said the party started up
in an unusual way.

“As odd as it is, we don't go to bars
on Halloween and we don't really like
to hang out there so that is why we
started the party,” Simmons said.

Every year on Oct. 31, these for-
mer students get together at Simmon’s
parents home to transform it into a
haunted house. )

“We decorate my parents whole
house,” he said.

He said that the house is decorated
from head to toe. they use everything
that they have used in previous years
and then some new additions to the
lavish festivity.

Simmons said that every year a
theme is chosen and everyone who
attends the party must wear a costume
that corresponds to the theme.

“A few years ago we had a star wars
theme and everyone’s costumes came
from scratch and they took a lot of cre-
ativity to make them,” Simmons said.

Last year Simmons said that
they had chosen to have a super hero
theme.

Alumnus Tory Burke said that at
Simmons parties they also have numer-
ous games and activities.

He said that it is also cool to cel-
ebrate his brother’s birthday and have a
huge party at the same time.

Burke said that his fondest mem-
ory of the event is how many gifts
Simmons actually received on his birth-
day compared to all his other friends.

Because the two are brothers, he
said that he has gotten a little jealous at
some points.

Burke said that the number of
people that show up each year also
shocks him and the number of people
who dress for the theme event does,
€ven more.

“We usually have around 20 to
30 people attend the party,” Simmons
said.

He said that the party itself runs

around $300 and that includes the food,
drinks and decorations.

Simmons said that they have gone
a little over board by purchasing fog
machines and special lighting for the
event. He said that everything that they
buy, they reuse the next year, so the
money is really not wasted.

Almost every year, the two said
that they are entered in different con-
tests. Burke said that one year they won
a contest at Guitars and Cadillac’s.

Simmons has also been working
on another special costume that has
sort of been turned into a hobby for
him.

Simmons said he is working on
this secret costume that he hopes to
wear to the party next year if the cos-
mume incorporatcs [h{‘_‘ lhem'.‘-

“I am working on an alien cos-
tume from the movies from the "Alien”
series,” Simmons said.

He said that when constructing
the costume, he has used different

types of industrial tubing to make the
costume really over the top, which is
his main goal.

“I am really ambitious for want-
ing to make the costume | guess,”
Simmons said.

He said that he has spent even
more time on it then his current one.

“It's almost done, but it's not quite
there yet,” Simmons said.

He said that over the course of a
few years, he has spent over 50 hours
on the project.

This year, the group has chosen to
have a monster theme. Simmons has
already started his costume, which he
said is going to cost him around $50
to $100.

“I am planning to go as a vampire
and | have added a new twist, to use
prosthetic make-up,” he said.

Overall, the group is ready and
planning for the event.

They are excited for another birth-
day and another year of haunted fun.
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31% (179 students) i

562 students polled

SPECIAL EFFECTS

51% (286 students) e

STUDENT POLL

What is the most important factor in a scary movie?
SOUND/MUSIC
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SUSPENSE

17% (97 students)
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The Register polled 832 students

CENTRAL’S PICKS

50 CENT

BY BRYAN SWOTE

When a rapper can have a huge
fan base that crosses racial lines, he has
made it.

That is exactly what 50 Cent has
done with his album, “Get Rich Or
Die Tryin.” Fans first heard of 50
Cent when he released his track, “In
Da’ Club.”

When he released it, a huge fan
base formed. He even caught the eye of
rap moguls like Eminem and Dr. Dre,
who were both the executive directors

on the album.

Now, listeners are stuck with his
songs in their heads. He is such a good
rapper that his words just seem to stick
wherever they’re not supposed to.

The beats on the album are not
bad either. In fact, they make the songs
better. Every song is catchy and fun and
everyone can sing along to them.

The only problem with the album
is that his songs are too catchy. For
some reason, the album almost has a
mind control power that does not allow
the listener to turn it off.

2. CHINGY

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

The Chingy album “Jackpot”
should have been called bankrupt.

The 17 songs that make up the
album are a waste of time and money.
He should reimburse all of the people
who bought the album, because now
that he is rolling around in money, all
of his tans are out $20.

Those people who illegally down-
loaded this album should be ecsratic
that they did not have to pay a dime for

it, but even then, it was still a waste.

All the album consists of is stereo-
typical thug, cliché rhymes. The album
is all about St. Louis, money, cars, and
women. And that is all hip-hop needs,
another rapper to frown upon and ruin
the good image that hip-hop has going
for it.

It was decided that the album
would be bad when there was tribula-
tion on how to say Chingy’s name. Is
the “g" pronounced like a “g” or a "
The world may never know.

3. LINKIN’ PARK

BY BRIAN LEE
Taking one step closer to the edge,
the members of Linkin' Park combined
their creative genius once more and in

so doing produced “Meteora,” their
most recent album.

“Meteora” follows the band’s
second album, “Reanimation,” which

featured remixes of songs from their
debut album, "Hybrid Theory.”

The album comes with a forty-
page insert that includes original art-

< L J - "e J h “

work, the '?)'ncs to all thirteen songs
and song-by-song commentary.

The commentary explains how
each track grew and developed from its
original concept into the final product
of the band members combined talents
and creative input.

The thirteen tracks on the album
all have unique sounds and styles that
both reflect the bands older style and
show the growth that the band has
undergone.

The album was defintely pleasing.

4. JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

If there was ever a guilty pleasure
CD, “Justified” by Justin Timberlake
1s it

Timberlake seems to have some-
thing in the album that works for all
people and their musical tastes.

Hip-hop and rock sounds are all
over the album and it is one of those
albums that you would never tell any-
body that you listened to.

The first solo release from the ex-

‘Nsync member is a great pop album
and it has staying power.

Honestly, his best career decision
was to do a solo project. &

He just keeps releasing songs off
of the album that keep fans in love
with him and turns first time listeners
into drooling pop fanatics.

So far, timberlake has released four
songs from the album.

On the album, songs have instru-
ments thrown into them that would
not normally be used together.

5. LIL JON & THE EAST SIDE BOYS

BY JEFF HART

“Who you wit™ is a statement
from Lil Jon and the East Side Boyz'
new self-titled album that has found
praise with gang members and juvinial
deliquents.

Though their best selling album, it
is also their worst to date.

However, the beats in this album
are some of the best ever. This group
either drinks way too much or they
have the worst speech impediments

EVer.

They probably have great lyrics,
but they replaced all their teeth with
gold cavities, called teet.

The sound that is produced is very
simular to spitting on a microphone.

They also do a good job of get-
ting other groups to help support their
albums , but they are pushing the thin
line between great and way over done.

Duets and other stuff are good not
if they are in fifteen out of twenty-one
songs on the album.
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and found out that the two had nothing in common.
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Central hattles Billboard};

to find out what their favorite music is, then compared the top five to September 9, 2003 Billboard’s top five

BILLBOARD TOP FIVE
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BY KATIE BACKMAN

Breathing practically stops
when the listeners put in Mary
J. Blige’s album, “Love & Life,”
because they want to hear the detail
on each beat and every word she
sings.

The latest album is one of the
strongest albums Mary J. Blige could
make a come back with after her last
album, “No Drama” she released a
year ago.

It passes by her other albums

2. HILARY DUFF

by having stronger topics that more
people can relate to.

The songs have a strong sense
of maturity.

The album’s lyrics are open for
all types of people to relate.

She sings about triumphs, rela.
tionships and everyday life.

The lyrics are so descriptive, it |
can help listeners get a perspective
on their own problems in life.

If Blige didn't sing the lyncs
they would be meaningless.

She is simply amazing,

BY SARA RIPS

The new so-called sensation of
teen pop.

Hilary Duff’s new album seems to
be nothing but another piece of teeny-
bopper crud.

Duff may have been able to pull
off great musical numbers for the Lizzie
Maguire movie, but “Metamorphosis”
can barely hold its own.

The beats, lyrics and vocals are
just like every other pop album that is

3. ALAN JACKSON

A
i

hitting the charts. How, “So Yesterds
became so popular, makes one think
the Payola Scandal.

The lyrics are nothing special.
definitely nothing life-changing. [}

This album is a flash like 0 1
teenybopper years, when all the g
made plans to marry Justin Timberla
and rap was not in mainstream cu'tus

I felt like I was listening o
'NSYNC album, with a girl singing
songs. .
It is outright offensive to hear th
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“Greatest Hits Volume II” can be
described in one word; overwhelming.

“Greatest Hits” is the best title
for this album, by country singer Alan
Jackson.

Alan Jackson has shown his sensi-
tive side in numerous album'’s before,
but now they have come together to be
his best, or at least his second best.

“Greatest Hits Volume II" fea-
tures 18 songs that begin as hit songs,

4. EVANESCENCE

"thtle Bll:ty " gl Go On Lovmt_ You
Right on The Money” and many n
Jackson also selected eight songs :Zr
have not yet been released for this lin
ited edition bonus disc contains on
that have spanned his entire caree:

The most touching song A
Jackson's album collection was “W nefill 1 i
Were You (When The World Stoppiilhis.
Turning),” where Jackson remembejils
September 11, 2001, when the cougllens
try was struck with the realization
horror.

He
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X's

AT

BY KATIE BACKMAN

“Fallen” is what Evanescence
should have done immediately after
this release.

The music sounds like normal
rock, and it seems as if it is too scared
to step outside of the box. Some would
say having lead singer Amy Lee is
unique, but the singer doesn’t make
the band.

The band only adds in hard drums
and stronger bass chords, it never really

5. YOUNG BLOODZ

adds any form of musical effect.
It stepped outside the lines slight}
by adding a choir in the background §
some songs, but again that isn't onginj
either. 3
Lee’s voice is very beautiful an
she can easily fluctuate and sounf
amazing. But her lyrics simply dorg
benefit from her off the chart talent. gy
The billboard hit, “Bring M¢ f
Life” is empty. 3
The listener can tell there is ¢
emotion or heart put into her lyr

BY DANIELLE WELTY

Instead of rapping about cars,
money and women, YoungBloodz take
a slightly different view and rap about
cars, money and alcohol.

YoungBoodz has a song on their
album, “Drankin’ Patnaz,” called “Lane
to Lane.”

It basically tells the listener that it’s
cool to drink, drive and swerve around
from lane to lane nearly missing their
best friend's Blazer. Not exactly the

message that should be sent out to the:
fans, most of which are not of legal ag!
to drink in the first place.

The first few songs were good. b
it went downhill from there.

Some decent tracks on 1h
album include the first single release:
“Damn,” featuring Lil" Jon, “Hustk
featuring Killer Mike and “Lean Lowg
featuring Backbone.

It's ironic that all tolerable song
on “Drankin’ Patnaz” feature othg
artists.
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Whal’s more inspiring
than a petlicure?

~.a spa pedicure gabbing with your best friend!

v
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Call lollag to book yeur "amc(nminq Appoi-lmenh.

Honoconing Spu‘i-ll 2 Spn Podicures for 599

my best is
yet to come. @

Teen services:

* abstinence information

* emergency contraception
* birth control * condoms

¢ pregnancy tests
Talk to us in confidence.
With confidence.
Planned Parenthood
of Nebraska & Council Bluffs www.teenwire.com
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BY KATIE BACKMAN

The music isn't just filled with guitars, bass or drums.
Members add creative layers and use different tools to create
more depth. Fast-paced music does not dominate this release.
The flowing sounds make it easy on the ears.

The first album was almost a toss u
with what side of the spectrum it wanted to
be on. Some albums can get away with hav-
ing a variety of styles of music on it. This one
stays consistent. "Thirteenth Step” shows the

But his lyrics are what makes the band different from
any other band in the music scene.

They are powerful with strong meaning and passion.
The main themes of his lyrics motivate the lis-
teners. Some songs are about personal events
he went through, while others are as if he is
singing to the listener for encouragement.

Unlike most rock bands, their songs are
not full of anger, they hold a positive perspec-
tive on life. In some songs, Keenan sings about
fighting through hard times, yet he knows he
will live through the battles.

A key factor with this album is that the listener won't
become angered or depressed, but will be persuaded to stay
strong and the songs will make listeners do just that.

This is an album that the parents who complain about
annoying, loud music would even enjoy. Members of A
Perfect Circle are more mature and know what it takes to
make high quality music.

“Thirteenth Step” has some surprising tracks because
different sounds like a section quartet are used to mix things
up a bit.This band’s sound can’t compare to any others.

Another surprise is when Keenan pairs the music up
with a female vocalist, making the sound harmonize.

The album has 12 tracks and is worth every dollar.

Each track has something different. This is what makes
the listener grin within the first 15 seconds.

Even non-Rock fans will smile.

It is definitely showing that A Perfect Circle will soon
dominate the album charts.

3 perfect Circle’s recently released album, “Thirteenth
" takes the listener on an enjoyable roller coaster ride
i an added twist of classical music and heart-trobbing

———

ALBUM REVIEW
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‘THIRTEENTH STEP’

By: A Perfect Circle

L

This album should top the charts soon because of its
t sound.

Genres don't restrict this band because it goes beyond
+cades of any form. The band adds an innovative sound ~Pand has broken down the door of juvenile
-k to its music by going beyond the basic noise like other ~ S°unds, and now creates well-developed
ol music, not just sounds.

tach song is like a quilt pattern, meaning they are all . Lead singer Maynard Keenan has a smooth tone, which

brings intensity to the music. His voice could be compared to

ent, but a common thread ties it together making the
sonnd of A Perfect Circle. the lead vocals of bands such as Chevelle or Trapt.
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‘GRAND CHAMP’ ‘THYRTY'
By: DMX By: Lynard Skynard

ﬁpper’s latest Historic band

la . l 1‘
41l to live up shows power
a h 1 .
)
b hype, talent with release
2i
AKg BY BRYAN SWOTEK ' BRYAN SW
% BY BRYAN SWOTEK
" . I‘i\;muslc }}1135 airvays Eeen It is absolutely terrible that four
od and his songs have always been ) ) ) ) ) ) . ) out of six of the original members of
3 of listening to. Something Conor Oberst, of Bright Eyes never fails to record excellent music. Now, the band released a vinyl box set including songs recorded when the band first signed Lynard Skynard have passed away. But
¢ changed i:)r the worst \:\:’lth; his to the label. when they left, they left great music
lcase, “Grand Champ.” It's so behind. )
t should have been titled “Grand [ ] The music is all-American and
o : . it is nothing but straight-ahead rock
“faybe it is a change of the times _ TE N 2 and roll.
;u‘ 1aybe I?\-I)\s sound is ot .what The new album is called “Thyrty,”
i ds good anymore. But if that is not which is the best music from 30 years
i :::.-._thm what is his problem? ‘ since Lynard Skynard made its first
: ‘_H' has way too many songs with BY BRYAN SWOTEK of Son, Ambulance and Bright Eyes.” Oberst and his crew of back-up vocalists and impression on America.
"6 bull barking in the background. The songs are real and colorful and make so  musicians create haunting melodies and music that The songs defined a generation
} i R also gets old really Everything sounds better on vinyl. much sense. The musicians in band are extremely mind-blowing. and still do with never-dying anthems
N B This is especially true when the band and the also seem to prove that the most - The imagery is extremely like “Free Bird.” All of the songs on
J Liteners can only take_so much music paint such a vivid picture. talented people don't always get the ALBUM REV]EW vivid. Every time Oberst sings the the album are great and no matter
el ihis, The album must be listened to The Omaha band Bright Eyes released five of ~ prize, and that some imperfections songs, it is like he is painting a sor- what happens, they will always be.
::‘ thur song intervals to get tlhrough its albums on vinyl in a box set and it is like a gift are good. By My Ay "y rowful picture that keeps listeners anthems. :
P entite album. So much yelling and from heaven. Bright Eyes is signed to Omaha’s ‘BRIGHT E.YES VINYL playing the albums over and over “Free Bird” is a song about free-"

ming is not good for the ears.
Itue, it might take a litde longer
get through it, but it is the only way.
Il of the songs sound like they
the same beat and the same lyri-
0w
Unfortunately, DMX loses points
this album. It is like he has not
NER- 1o at all. His sound is the same as
i for his last release and the release
e 1o that,
DMX is a hip-hop legend. It is hard
N believe that something that he did
@ be so bad. His rhymes are dated
"%+ are the beats. The grand champ
tting grand spanked.
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i BY BRYAN SWOTEK

8} Frykah Badu is a talented woman, musician
a3 d songwriter.

'ums something special.

‘5 1 beautiful mix of those beats and her voice that
ikes listeners calm and relaxed.

o It starts with the intro, “World Keeps Turnin,”

- h gives the listener a little preview of what to

pect of this release.

Obviously the album is relaxed with the song

This is a great band already and every album
that it has released is simply a work of art. It also
makes lead singer Conor Oberst’s pain run through
the veins of the listener. And the extra sounds of a
record popping make it better.

Every album that the band releases is great,
and the box set is greatness times five.

The five albums in the box set are “A Collection
of Songs Written and Recorded 1995-1997", and
“Letting off the Happiness”.

The other albums are “Every Day and Every
Night EP”, “Fevers and Mirrors”, and “Don’t Be
Frightened of Turning the Page”, which are the
Bright Eyes songs from “Oh Holy Fools- The Music

Saddle Creek Records, which has
been gaining popularity ever since it

By: Bright Eyes

and looking at the same beaurifully
sorrowful picture.

started.

It is hard to pick which album to
listen to first. They are all so good that no matter
which one gets picked, it is a good choice.

“Every Day and Every Night” is the shortest
record in the set, but is very good. The song "A
Perfect Sonnet” is one of the most memorable
tracks that the band has recorded. It sums up all
emotions and hardships of love into one song.

Once the listener has heard all of the albums,
it is hard to speak. It is like the lyrics take all of the
words out of listeners and makes them speechless.

Like every album, the box set
has records that are better than the
others. For example, “Fever’s and Mirrors” is the
best record in the set. It is a beautiful album and
that is the only word that can describe the entire
album. The song “Something Vague” was featured
on the compilation album 50", that was released
by Saddle Creek Records. It is a great song and
what else can be expected from Bright Eyes.

The imagery and the metaphors are clever
and Oberst, who obviously felt the pain himself,
wonderfully portrayed it all.

Everything she does in simply amazing. Her
he lful voice added with hip-hop beats makes her

I'he new album, “World Wide Underground,”

guess what is making everything so calm.

What makes the album so good is that it is
hard to find anything bad with it. It is just a good

album. The songs are sim-
ple and easy and make the
listener not have to think
about the words.

And not having to think
about the words makes
everything go smoothly
when listening to an album.

ALBUM REVIEW
B S G
‘WORLD WIDE UNDERGROUND

By: Erykah Badu

also has a jazz feel to it.

It also has a lot of bongo drums and rhymes
that can make the listener mentally picture sitting
in the from row while Erykah Badu sits in
front of a microphone in a smoky club.

Though the original versions of the
songs are good, they sound a little bit like
they are on a remixed album.

All of the songs have a lot of repetitive
sounds that are heard all over the album.

Fortunately, the same soothing voice
of Badu and those creative sounds flow

Erykah Badu is not the
typical hip-hop artist though.
She is very soulful and copacetic.

throughout this release.
It never gets too loud and it never gets too

'lrl-d “"Back In The Day, ” which is about sitting in
In.u'l-; seat and all of the sudden the music stops
d Badu sings the word “puff.” It is not hard to

The album would stereotypically want to
make the listener go load a bowl and sit on the
back porch with a pan of brownies. The album

soft. Which might be considered a downfall for the
album, but it is still awesome.
However the song “Love of My Life

Worldwide” is an exception to the calm trend that
Badu has on the album.

The song sounds very old school with Queen
Latifah, Angie Stone and Bahamadia making
appearances on the track. Whistles and a heavy
bass line give the song its old school feel.

The song “Think Twice” sounds like it was
recorded in an underground New York nightclub.
Claps and voices of audience members are heard
throughout the track and it gives the song a live
feel.

Track ten, the outro, which has the same title
as the intro, sums up everything the listener heard
in the album and decrescendos into silence.

There is no doubt that Erykah Badu will win
some awards with this album. It is a very innova-
tive album and it definitely wins new fans over.

dom. Any one who has not heard the
song has lived underneath a rock for’
the last thirty years.

And anyone who does not appre-
ciate this song needs to be hit in the
head, because everyone appreciates
being free.

The band truly defines what it
means to be a rocker. The two CD set’
has a few live tracks such as “Simple’
Man,” and “Comin’ Home."

With the audience roaring in the
background, it is just another way to'
prove how much of a mark the band
made on its fans and young rebels
everywhere.

rykah Badu’s experimental new sounds, beats on new album prove to be worth listening to

Dingman’s Collision Center

One of Omaha’s finest,
state-of-the-art Autobody Facilities

50th and South Saddle Creek Rd.
(4402) 558-3500

Best wishes to all Centra

seniors in 2003-2004

Have a great and successful year
in everything you do!

From a Central Alumnus
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Senior writes
fantasy novel,
develops style

BY MICHAEL SMITH

Senior Jay Searson may not be
listed on any bestseller lists quite
yet, but he is headed in the right
direction.

As of last year, Searson released
a novel that he had been working on
for more then a year.

since his sophomore year.

He said that he has been writing
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Online music trading hecomes threat

The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) is taking

sharing files, the RIAA is starting

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

Downloading music is more popular now than ever.

It is also more illegal now than ever, and the big wigs
in the recording industry are starting to catch on to just
how much money they are losing,

Sophomore :l.ll.ll':l Minor said that she last bought a
CD in 1999, She has been downloading music off” of the
Internet ever since and she thinks she has the right to do
S0,

“I think it is OK to do it.” Minor said.

She also said that the reason people download free
music is because of the price ot CDs.

“If prices were lower, people might buy them and they
Minor said.

¢ can get

wouldn’t have to download anything
She also said that she does not care if peoy
in trouble,
“I have not seen anything about it, so I don't care.

with the worst offenc

Firm in Omaha.

legal action towards those who ill
lers. But that does not take you off the list. So traders beware, lawsuits may ensue.

- online music files. However, with so many people

O'Connor said that, according to the RIAA. down
loaded music oft of the Internet is illegal and punishable

by law. The RIAA is aggressively enforc
the songs that have been released by labels

g copyrights for

“Right now the RIAA is going after the worst offender
who frequently download and use the music for criminal

intent,” O'Connor said.

The threat to the RIAA from illegal downloaders has
been a growing threat. O’ Connor said that it the RIAA does
not control over the situation, it would go out of business.

There are still certain ways that music can get down

](:._h]l.'\.i.
But people have to pay.

O'Connor said that music could be downloaded when

it is paid for, or a band or musician puts an MP3 file on
its website. Other than that, peer-to-peer music sharing is
illegal. O'Connor said that is the most common type ol

Searson said that he has been
writing before he was literate.

“I have always had a desire to
write,” Searson said.

Searson's first novel 1s entitled,
“The Lords of Midnight.”

He said that in the novel, he
worked on his writing style to pack-
age things differently.

Searson said that unlike most
books, his is hard to summarize.

“It is about a boy who is
orphaned and has been cast into slav-
ery,” Searson said.

He said that he has been writ-
ing about and playing with the main
character of the story for quite some
time

Searson said that the plot of the
novel had changed as he was writ-
]ng 1L.

“The plot doesn't matter, the
characters will write it themselves,”
he said.

Searson has inserted
themes into the novel. He has includ-
ed metaphors and questions.

“l did not mean to write ques-
tions, but the reader will think about
them,” he said.

That 1s something that he has
envisioned the reader doing.

He can some up the story as a
ume during the evolution of a child

various

to an adult.

Searson had the book published
and printed. He said that he origi-
nally wanted to order 100 copies, but
instead ordered 50.

“I'm not making any money on
the book, though,” Searson said.

Searson is selling the copies of
his book for $7 a piece. He has not
sold all of them, but he said he hopes
to at an upcoming book fair on Oct.
24 at Creighton University.
the s0th page
of his second novel entitled, “The
Shadow of the World,” which he is
currently working on.

Searson said that writing is not

Searson 1s on

a notorious way to make money. He
said that he will continue writing, but
after high school it is not something
that his full artention will go to.

“"Writing is an expression,”
Searson said. “People who paint like
to paint and people who write like
to write.”
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Minor said.

She said that the last CD she downloaded was from
Ashanti, and that she primarily downloads whole CDs for

herselt and for her friends who want some.

phomore Jasmine Elmore said that she also down

loads music
“I usually get songs and make mix CDs.”

said.

She also said that she frequently downloads music and
her last CD had eighteen songs on it. Elmore said she feels

that downloading music is not wrong.

“Yeah, people get free music, but other people are still
ing it.” said Elmore, "and usually, since | do mix CDs, |

usually buy the whole thing later.”

She said that there is nothing wrong with taking music
online and that there are always ways around having to pay

for it.

(RIAA), showed up at her door.

I can not explain what | would do,” Elmore said.

mean, why make the sites i you can’t do it.”

Jim O’Connor is a partner and the head of technology
tor the Intellectual Properties section at Baird Holm Law

Local heavy metal band finds fame, popularity, identity while devloping musi" o

BY BRIAN LEE

Alumnus Jesse Cleasby taught himself to play guitar,
he taught himself to sing, and five years ago, he conceived
what has developed into a progressing success in heavy
metal music.

Cleasby is 21 and experiencing increasing amounts of
fame and popularity in the local music scene as the lead
vocalist and guitarist for Narcotic Self.

"I started out playing guitar back when Nirvana was
around,” he said. “I raught myself everything that I'm
doing with the band. I manage the band now, too.”

Many people complain that it is hard to find a band
in the music industry with a sound and an image that is
'|.||Ht]l]l'.

All too often when listening to the radio, aside from
subtle differences, it all sounds the same.

Cleasby said that one of his main focuses has always
been creating and developing a unique sound for the
band.

The band has performed all over, focusing a great deal
on the local scene. Its debut album was officially released
in 2002, during a concert at the Ranch Bowl.

A few years ago the band received several offers from
record companies who wanted to sign them. Cleasby said
that he and the rest of the band agreed that they needed
to tweak the band’s sound a little more and continue to
improve its style.

Cleasby said the band has come far from where it was.

Elmore

nore said that it would be a horrible situation to
be in if the Recording Industry Association of America,

downloadimg.

It the music is downloaded with criminal intent, the

criminal has to pay more money that it would cost
download a song.
“If caug

Loy

t. the downloader would have to pay a fee

of $100,000 and if the person sells or distributes the music,

they can be fined 0,000 and up to fiv
ment,” O'Connor said.

years imprison-

O’Connor said that the RIAA placed a subpoena over

Verizon, which is an Internet service
na said that Ve
who had downloaded music,

‘erizon tried to fight the subpoena, but ri

rovider. The subpoe
zon had to give all of the names of people

ht now

it looks as if they are going to loose the fight,” O'Connor

said.

Sophomore Nick Romano said that he has never paid
for music from the Internet and he can not remember the

last time he bought a CD.

However, Romano has a slightly mor
opinion towards the artists’ whose music
loaded.

eah, they are losing money, but they are
so much that the small amount de
said.

It has worked hard on improving its vocals and he said that
its overall sound has greatly improved.

“1 think that our sound is a little bit harder now,”
Cleasby said. "I think we’ll definitely be there someday. It
just depends on how things happen | guess.”

The band members said they didn't feel comfortable
signing on to a record label until they had come far enough
in developing a sound that really set the stage and could get
the crowd going.

Narcotic Self has performeéd with bands such as
Pantera, Venaculus, Slayer, Soulfly, Poison the Well, Face
Cage and On a Pale Horse.

“The opportunity opening for Slayer was great, but
the best show to open for was Soulfly,” Cleasby said. "I
think I speak for the whole band with that.”

The band anticipates beginning the recording of its
ssecond album in either November or December of this
year and it hopes to release it in early 2004,

“The new music has more of an original tone,”
Cleasby said, “You're either going to like it or you won't. If
you do, cool, tell your friends about it.”

Aside from adding a fourth member, the band has
pretty much stayed the same, though it took a while ini-
tially to get all of the members on board.

“l started the band with a couple different people,”
Cleasby said. “I didn’t know any of them at first.”

As with any band, staying alive, keeping it in tune
and not falling by the way side can be a constant battle, but
Narcotic Self seems to have that in the bag.

LUNCH SPECIALS

$4.80 TO $6.50
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make up the Omaha heavy metal band, Narcotic Self.
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The earlier you start, the
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' Still Up For Grabs.

sooner you’ll

be prepared for life’s expensive times, like college.

So start a savings account today.

G) First National Bank

Investing in you.

fnbomaha.com

MEMBER FDIC

COURTESY OF JESSE CLEASH
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“HEAVIER THINGS”
By: John Mayer

AYEer Crosses
ge boundaries
h latest release

BY KATIE BACKMAN

‘Only Heart” is what John Mayer
b into his impressive sophomore
mect.

I'he album, “Heavier Things”,

nds chills down one’s back because
creative use of brass instruments

Jd ihe levels of his voice.

\ayer is one of the men in the
usic business that isn't scared to sing
.h pitch notes.

fiecause he does this it shows that

s« good musician when he doesn’t
strict himself to monotone sounds.
i'he album is soothing because he
1ws as if he is in a unknown night club
in open-mic night.

When the album begins to creep
» [l ihe listeners speakers, they have the
(! s if he is inside their room and

wably reading their thoughts.
I'hat is how good and personal his

T s this time.

£ Piano, horns, along with the other

s instruments, are what make his

usic excellent. He puts many genres
music into just one song. Each of his

nys has so many different layers, the

W oo can barely keep up.

= Not all of his songs are about
f 3 ing topics like being alone. He

EW.ches on the topics of family, rela-

k' ships.

His music is like a puzzle.
He has separate layers or pieces,

Rl cach fits together perfectly which

:i eates John Mayer’s distinctive style.

" sSome would say he sounds similar

1 Dave Matthews Band mixed with

urd Eye Blind. But in some cases his

W s are more deep and thoughtful

an the other bands are.

His music is almost more orga-
ed than these other two bands. It
ay have to deal with the fact that the
nd he plays with is obviously his own
1 he can make the music he wants.

] It 1s clear to see that "Heavier
ungs” has taken steps up from his
hut album, “Room for Squares”.

With his sophomore album the lis-
ners will realize he doesn’t think life is
‘1lect anymore. In the first album, he
¢med to be very happy and ready for
t 10 start.,

Now after life has started, he must
we realized that relationships and
ends aren’t easy to find and leave.

This album has a major theme
scd from his life and he sings about
¢ fact that he has found his life has
any holes.

People can easily relate to his
usic when he sings about being left
one, not knowing himself well any-
ore and wanting to shut out the world
ra while.

Even though the topics sound
‘pressing, it won't leave anyone sob-
ng when the album is over.

Instead it will put a better perspec-
¢ in the minds of the listeners. They
il know that other people have been
similar situations.

An added bonus to album, the
oklet includes a key of the emotions
his songs.

For instance, if a listener wanted a
mg that inquired something and talk

»out the past, they would look at the
) some keys to find the song that fits
¢ mood.

His entire album is worth listening
» and none of his listeners will skip a
ack on the album because each song
casy to relate to.

John Mayer is growing up through
s music and he is getting a broader
ilook on life.

With this in mind, “Heavier
hings” won’t only dominate the pop
arts, which usually appeal to teenag-
5, but he will grasp the attention of
lany age groups as well.

&
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Camera cell phones are becoming very popular among teenagers. Many school officials are beginning to worry if students would use these devices to take
photos of tests and send them to other friends. Administration will be cracking down on the problem by warning teachers to be aware of it.

TREND BECOMES NUISANCE

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Sophomore Rolonda Allen sits in her class,
bored, instead of sleeping, she secretly takes pho-
tos of her class. There is no flash, no sound and it’s
almost invisible.

It is her camera cell phone.

Cell phone that could invade others’ privacy
or even take photos of tests.

Allen's camera phone fits in the palm of her
hand and is an older model that doesn’t make any
sounds when she takes a photo.

She said she has sat in classes and took photos
of the teachers instructing the class or the students
in the room.

An invasion of privacy never crossed Allen’s
mind.

It should now.

“It’s just a photo,” Allen said. “If it was a pro-
vocative one, than that would be an invasion.”

""Luanne Nelson, ‘diréctor of public informa-
tion for Omaha Public Schools, said there are rules
in each school’s handbook that refer to cell phones
in school and the trust needed from students dur-
ing classes.

Taking photos of faculty and students is only
one worry out of many. A larger worry is taking
photos of tests and sending it to friends.

Allen said she never thought of taking photos
of tests when she bought the phone.

She said her motive was to only have a cam-
era on her all the time and she could use with her
friends.

Shannon Craddock a math teacher, said she
never thought a kid would walk into class and take
a photo of a test.

“Now | will pay more attention to the stu-
dents during tests,” Craddock said. “I would stop
it right there.”

Assistant principal Dionne Kirksey said she
never thought of students cheating on tests with
cameras.

She said she if students were caught using the

phones the punishments would be strict.

“Students could be kicked out of the class
and receive a failing grade,” Kirksey said. “Or the
student could be suspended.”

Nelson said the school board only revises the
student handbook during the summer before the
next school year.

“If something occurred to a staff with camera
phones and reported to the board of education, the
board would discuss it at a meeting,” Nelson said.
“We need to keep the teachers informed.”

She said if a student looks in a handbook 10
years ago, there wouldn't be any rules concerning
cell phones.

But now a cell phone section is added and the
school board has to keep up with technology.

She said they have to think of different sce-
narios dealing with technological advancements at
least on a yearly basis.

Allen said she thinks these phones are going to
become very trendy with teenagers soon.

She said her phone deal was $99 and then with
tax it equaled to $106.

“If kids are going to spend that much on
shoes, then they will pay that much for'a phone,”
Allen said.

The current deals for a Sprint camera phone
are $35 to $50 depending on if the buyer is getting
a new plan.

The monthly bills would be roughly $65 after
taxes.

A sales representative in Omaha, who was not
allowed to give his name due to company policy,
said that this latest trend had created a concern
with invasion of privacy at school.

He cited the locker rooms as an example.

The possibilities are endless.

The representative said the new phones now
have a sound that can't be turned off when a photo
is taken. :

Allen said on her phone she could turn the
sound off if she wants to, but her phone isn't the
latest version.

The camera phones can send photos via e-
mail that can be sent through the phone itself or
by calling another phone.

Kirksey said if students could e-mail it directly
to another phone that would be a problem, but if
they could e-mail it from a computer she doesn't
think many students would go through the hassle.

Students could use the sending phone-to-
phone method in school to cheat on tests or assign-
ments.

“We (administration) would hear about it,”
Kirksey said. “Kids would talk about it because they
would want to sell the photos and it would get back
to us (administrators).”

Junior Mike Tingley said he bought his phone
because he wanted to take photos and never
thought about using it for cheating purposes.

He said he has never used his camera in school
during school hours.

He said he has taken all of his photos on the
phone and saves them to the memory.

He doesn’t know how many photos it can
hold, but it hasn't filled up yer.

Craddock said students in her classes can store
math problems on their graphing calculators and
share it with other students, but now the students
might be able to do it faster.

According to the student handbook, there is
an academic integrity position statement that is
enforced throughout the entire district.

There are five fundamentals students are
expected to commit to and they are honesty, trust,
fairness, respect and responsibility.

Kirksey said that if they did take photos of the
test students would be violating the district-wide
policies. ~ ®

She said the at the next meeting with admin-
istration she is going to bring this problem up to
discussion to make sure the staff is updated with
the possible violations.

“That (technology advancements with a cell
phone) is too much,” Kirksey said. "It gives me a
headache just thinking about it.”
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“DELIVERANCE”
By: Bubba Sparxxx

‘Deliverance’
fails to give
fans anything

BY NICKI THOMAS

Do anything for a buck, hope and
pray that it does well and that is what
Bubba Sparxxx did in his latest release.
The praying, however, worked against
him.

"Deliverance” only has songs
about country themes like fishing and
“bottles of shine” with a rap beat.

Sparxxx tried once before on the
rap scene and he did not accomplish
anything, not even a noteworthy
album.

The album will not be any differ-
ent. People don't get him and don't
want to.

Sparxxx can now direct his
attention to the 20-to-30-age brack-
ets because through out this album,
Sparxxx sings only about the fondness
of the advice of his elder relatives.

High school students do not want
to listen to the advice of a white coun-
try boy trying to become a rapper.

Though Timberland, who pro-
duced the album, was a plus, Sparxxx
overpowers anything good with every-
thing bad.

The one song on the 15-song
album was the over-played radio track,
“Deliverance”.

“Deliverance” has the only decent
lyrics that contain a catchy beat.

The song may also be the albums
saving grace.

Maybe that is why the album was
after it, because consumers would not
buy it with out that one track.

Sparxxx also expresses his appre-
ciation to his fans in “Deliverance” by
saying,” 1 want all y’all to know, good
or bad I'll remember, so in the name of
deliverance.”

Obviously, his fans know that they
are appreciated, but it does not mean
that we have to be reminded.

So, all of the Bubba Sparxxx lovers
expecting to hear a country album, bet-
ter luck next time.

Why would this guy have fans of
any age group?

This album is not good and hope-
fully it is his last because Sparxxx is not
ready for what the world has to say
about this album.

Local music promoters protest large corporate control

BY ASHLEY BROWN

Senior Josh Koterba is planning on attending
the Saves the Day concert in October with a few of
his friends. But there will be some other attendees
besides their die-hard fans. Protesters will be wait-
ing outside.

Clear Channel has been called everything
from an evil corporation, anti-competition bul-
lies and “The Man.” They've also been called hard
workers, a smart business and good for bands.

Clear Channel is one of the world’s largest
media corporations and has been booking shows
in Omaha for years, but it is now starting to book
venues where local promoters are active.

The Saves the Day concert coming up has
local music activists in an uproar. It's even at the
point where local protesters are muttering “boy-
cott.”

Although it is not new to the Omaha scene,
owning several radio stations and controlling all
West Fair concerts, Clear Channel is beginning to
pose a threat to the local concert producing com-
panies such as 1% and Orange Whip Productions.
Clear Channel has booked a concert at a venue
Marc Leibowitz, owner of 1% Productions, books
at frequently. Leibowitz said it hasn't become a
problem, yet.

“I dont think it's a huge indication that
local promoters are going to get knocked out,”
Leibowitz said. “But if it’s their tenth show at

Sokol, that’s a different story. Don't get me wrong,
I'm not excited Clear Channel is booking shows
at Sokol. That fact is people want to make money
and Sokol wants to make money.”

Leibowitz said Clear Channel has been active
in the Omaha music scene for 20 years.

There are several Lincoln and Omaha radio
stations that are owned by them. What they usu-
ally do not do is book in the smaller venues.

Since Clear Channel is such a big company, it
is able to book larger arena shows because it's too
big of a risk for smaller local companies to handle,
Leibowitz said.

Liebowitz said even if the boycott is success-
ful and nobody shows up to the concert, Clear
Channel will probably be covered if a show in a
bigger city sells out so they make it back.

However, for local promoters, a ‘no-show’
concert results in a much bigger blow, costing it a
lot more money.

Orange Whip Productions owner Sean
Reagan said he thinks a protest will not necessarily
hurt Clear Channel, but may show the company
that it is not welcomed in Omaha.

“I don’t think it will make a difference if there
are fifteen hundred people there or 50,” Reagan
said. “If the boycott does go through, it's no hair
off Clear Channel’s back because they're making
money in other markets. It's just another show to
them.”

If a local promoter wanted to get a show that

Clear Channel also wanted, they would more than
likely get rejected from producing that show. The
smaller producers produce the smaller shows or
the shows that do not want to play under a cor-
porate name.

“We get shows because band agents don't
want to deal with Clear Channel because it costs
more,” Leibowitz said. “They (Clear Channel)
may pay the band more, but we don't have the
overhead the large corporation has.”

Reagan said some agents like Clear Channel
more because it can buy multiple shows instead
of just one.

“There will be agents that will swear by Clear
Channel.” Reagan said. “Clear Channel will buy
ten to eleven shows. That’s one thing that a local
promoter cannot do is buy a bunch of shows and
put them in other areas.”

A Clear Channel representative stated the
company’s opinion, saying “We take pride in
bringing a diverse range of live entertainment to
fans in Omaha. We look forward to any opportuni-
ties to connect artists with their fans.”

Junior Steve Gardels said he decided to pro-
test the Saves the Day show when he heard it was
a Clear Channel event. He said he is even consider-
ing protesting outside the venue during the show.

“These people (Clear Channel) not only
squeeze out indie bookers, but manage to start
getting rid of indie radio stations, too.” Gardels
said. "I was going to go to the show, but not after |

found out Clear Channel was producing it.”

Koterba on the other hand, said he thinks
Clear Channel doesn't deserve to be boycotted,
nor does he think its going to make much of a
difference.

“They have more money, so they can pro-
mote a show bertter.” Koterba said. “They're a
successful company. Plus, they own several radio
stations here in Omaha. [ don't think they will just
pick up and leave.”

Reagan said he agreed with Leibowitz when
he said protesting probably will not affect Clear
Channel that much.

"I really don't think much is going to happen
with it,” Reagan said. "I think Clear Channel will
probably come in and do a few shows. There’s
just not much of a demand in the Omaha area for
concerts compared to other areas. There's just not
much of a concert culture.”

Leibowitz said people should be more edu-
cated about what Clear Channel is, but he doesn'’t
think people care enough to take action against
the corporation.

“I think there's such a small percentage of
the population who cares if it's a corporation
or an individual providing the entertainment,”
Leibowitz said. “I'm a minority who actually cares
whether it's a corporation produced or not.”

Reagan also agreed and said he thinks the
majority of people turn on the radio and listens to
the same 10 songs in rotation day in and day out.
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SLAP IN THE FACE
A COLUMN BY BRIAN LEE

So you wanna
be a rock star?

The sweat ran down my brow as
I leaped down from the scaffolding,
hit the ground hard and rolled into an
upright position.

There 1 stood, arms outstretched,
eyes squinted into the lights. | lowered
my gaze and stared down into the sea
of screaming fans. Then, a single riff
from the guitar and I was ready to do
it all over gain.

I had a dream, a very vivid dream,
and when | woke, I could still feel it as
real as life.

I closed my eyes again and bowed
my head lower still, Before the drums
could even begin, 1 was ready to go and
I brought the microphone to my lips as
the crowd went wild.

The way the stage trembled with
the pounding footsteps of the crowd
and the vibration from the amps that
threatened to blow me right off the
stage; 1t was amazing.

| sang songs that I didn't even
know and ones that | did. I telt every
strum of the guitar pulsing through
me and the more I sang, the more the
microphone felt like nothing more than
an extension of my own self.

When you are the one being
adored, the one whose name is being
screamed by a crowd of thousands, it
moves you, it rocks.

As | said, this was a dream.
Nothing more, and yet when [ close my
eyes, | can still feel it.

1 woke from the dream in a cold
sweat. The type of feeling that you get
from being far too cold or from feeling
deep fear.

More appropriately though, this
was my body's reaction to being so
strongly affected by a desire that | hold
deep in my subconscious. 1 love that
feeling, the way that I felt on my stage.

Everyone dreams, and it seerns like
a majority of people, for at least part of
their lives, dream about stardom in one
sense or another.

Whether it is acting in Hollywood
or rocking a crowd of thousands at
Ozzfest, fame and fortune seem rto be
held high in our society.

This is not surprising. For
centuries and as far back as history can
be tracked, there is an obvious trend.
The more stuff you have and the more
people you know help determine how
high you are held in society and the
amount of respect you are given.

Children read books in which
beautiful princesses, damsels in distress
are trapped high in the tops of tow-
ers and brave knights must defeat the
dragon in order to save them and win
their love.

This sort of far-fetched fantasy
world does not only exist within the
pages of the books we read. It crosses
over.

As we read, as we connect with
the literature and we understand more
and more the glory that is portrayed
in these fanciful acts, we tend to also
dream in ways that include ourselves in
scenarios of similar grandeur.

We watch television and see shows
like “American Idol” and "Making the
Band.” We get a kick out of watching
and laughing as contestant after contes-
tant gets turned down and insulted by
annoying, overcritical British guys, but
we have to realize just how far-fetched
and difficult these dreams can be.

To reach the top, to become a star,
is a long and strenuous journey.

First, you need a dream. You must
feel it and want it. The commitment is
what drives you to the final result.

Many people dream of such fame,
the difference is seen in the follow
through.

Second. It is not always a lack of
talent that causes a person’s career to
fail. Record companies too often seem
to consider prospects with a bias relat-
ing to preconceived notions of what
they are looking for and become numb
to other talents.

When a label is looking for some-
thing specific, a performer who fits an
exact profile, they will look until that
prospect is found.

Finally, we have to realize that it
is far more common in this world for
people to find themselves in a position
of disappointment than success.

The people that become our
Tupacs, our Metallicas, our Eminems
and our Nirvanas, the lives they live
are uncommon. Just the simple fact
that they accomplish what they do and
make it to the top, they live the dreams
of millions.
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The celebration is always fun. No matter what guests
wear, it is a chance to reflect personal style and cre-
ativity. Just because the homecoming dance is held at
Norris Middle School does not mean that it has to be
a bad night. It can still be a very memorable one. No
matter how much money students have to spend, there
is something out there for them. They just need to

make sure to have fun.

CLASSIC
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This a black, strapless two-piece dress with
purple polka dots on the mid-center and bottom hem.
The top is well-fitted and the bottom flairs out which

This is a floorlength dress with black, white and
blue squares in different lengths and sizes. This one-
piece dress zips up the back and fits tight around the

This pink and black plaid dress is one of the most
exciting dresses that will be seen on the dance floor. It is
strapless with a black strap in the mid-center which tes

makes it a perfect dancing dress.

Worn with black shoes the dress is complete.
The look of this dress is very classic and is a very

simple style that can work for other occasions.

This dress is very nice and sharp, but it is not too
elegant which makes it a great choice for homecom-

ng..

This is a very sharp tux. A black jacket, pants,
shoes and a tie make the black accents on the other-

wise silver vest look very classy.

Itis a very formal suit and the man’s guest should
feel honored to be accompanied by a man in this tux-

edo.

Though the man may feel like he should be sip-
ping martinis in a fancy club, remember, it is home-
coming and why waste an evening in this fancy attire?

chest and stomach.

works for other formal occasions.

The style is very modern, with a funky flair to it
that makes it very eye-catching and hard to miss.
The wearer is sure to turn heads in this dress,

which is the whole point after all.

walking.

wearer swinging like Austin Powers

Though the dress is nice for homecoming, it also

If it boiled down to a hit-or-miss situation, this
vintage suit would be a hit and a miss. This is a bur-
gundy tux with a burgundy velvet cumberbund.

Underneath is a wite shirt with red and burgundy
ruffles which go the whole length of the shirt.

The pants flair and sway back and forth while

Worn with white shoes, this tux will have the ing.

to make a bow in the front.

It sits right above the knee which will make it easy
to dance in. It has a bright pink flower on the left chest.
It zips in back and has a very ‘80s feel to it.

Th dress would look great with black shoes and ac-
cessories and any type of pink flower corsage. This dress
is a lot of fun and anyone that wears it should have fun.

It will look like Pee-Wee Herman himself walked
in the door when a man decides on this vintage blue
velvet tux. The jacket it made out of velvet and the
pants are polyester.

The suit is very hot and not recom-
mended for someone . who plans
doing a lot of danc-
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Funding for musical proves to be overwhelming, director says

BY COURTNEY THOMAS

When around $10,000 or more is spent on cos-
tumes, sets and royalties alone for the drama depart-
ment to put on a musical, a lot more then just good
acting skills are needed for success.

This year drama teacher John Gibson, who is
directing “Cinderella”, is also in charge of finding
means for funding on his own.

Sophomore Molly Mullen said that putting on a
musical and finding funding is a lot of work.

“When the performance is over and you see Mr.
Gibson crying, you know it's all worth it, even if no
one shows up,” Mullen said.

“There are too many different issues that can’t be
handled by students, so I'm in charge of all the money
things,” Gibson said.

Although Gibson says reaching the required
amount of money to fund the play is difficult he has
found new means of support.

This year, the second annual Band-Aid program
will take place on Oct. 24 at 7 p.m., in the auditorium.

Gibson said that last year the event raised around
$1,000.

Ticket sales, advertisements, donations and par-
ent organizations all provide money that goes towards
production costs.

Gibson said that students have been given the
option this year to either pay a §75 costume fee or sell
ten tickets to patrons.

Senior Jason Nehrig, who is a chorus member and
a dancer in the production, said that it can be hard for
some people to come up with the money.

“I don't have $75 for a costume,” Nehrig said. "I
am happy that I can sell tickets so I don't have to pay
the fee.”

Nehrig also has to think about how he will afford
make-up for the show.

Nehrig also said that there is a t-shirt that students
can purchase.

“I am glad that the $14 t-shirt is an option for the
cast like the costume fee,” Nehrig said.

Nehrig also has to come up with dance shoes for
the musical. He said he hopes that he can rent them.

“I am only using the shoes once,” Nehrig said.

“We don’t need to put on such elaborate plays,
people will come anyways.” Mullen said. "I really don't
like fund raising, it’s just not me to go door-to-door
selling food or whatever.”

Although finding funding is a hassle for some, oth-
ers are glad they can be part of the production.

“If we didn’t have the elaborate stuff, then people
would complain about us not having it, instead of
spending so much money on it,” sophomore Sarah
Beck said. “A lot of students take for granted the work
Gibson puts in.”

She said that she really feels blessed being involved
in the production, especially coming from such a small
school.

“Gibson is always complaining about money
problems,” Mullen said. “I mean I'm not going to go
beg people for money to give to an inner-city school
or anything.”

Smaller schools have had difficulties raising funds
before, so sophomore Jennifer Costello is grateful of
the work Gibson puts in to the cause.

“I came from a school with
dirt plays,” Costello said. “If
people want to be involved they
should at least put some effort towards
fund raising.”

Alumna Chelsee Kegermann, who has been
in previous drama department performances,
said she believes the schools lack of funding is a
disgrace to the program.

“Last year the whole set was three plat-
forms and nothing else, and hardly any time
and very little money was put in to the cost of
the set,” she said.

Kegermann said she believes that the
schools lack of funding brings the students
down and leaves them unmotivated.

“We had to bring our own costumes,”
Kegermann said.

Kegermann said that there was definitely a
feeling of meritocracy, with such a large school,
and it could have been so much better.

“Being such a big school, with such talent
| think the quality wasn't nearly high enough,
Kegermann said. The royalties for last year's musical
did not have to be purchased because the royalties for
the "Mikado” after so many years were free.

This year even more money is needed to
pay for the royalties. The department is adding
an additional matinee for students on a Saturday.

Drama department head John Gibson illustrates how big
of a task fund raising for the musical is.

GRAPHIC BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER




asketball star
lects Mizzou

er Nebraska

BY KATIE BACKMAN
Colleges knocked on senior

stal Howard's door offering full-ride
olarships because of her talents on
hasketball court.

Howard knew she had to pick one
f that many people wanted her to
ide on her college path.

She had to decide from schools
Lincoln, Columbia and Cincinnati,
h of which offered the same schol-
ps.

She ended up choosing the
iversity of Missouri at Columbia
ZZOU).

She said she picked Mizzou
ause the program was going in the
t direction and had quality coaches.

“The coaches are better than at
e of the other schools,” Howard
{ "And [ could get along with them
re
Not only did she like the program,
liked the fact that the college was in
ifferent state.

Thoughts
of going to
college began
crossing her
mind as a fresh-
man when
she began to
receive  her
first  recruit-
ment letters.
Howard said
her mom was
very  proud
of her accom-
plishments and

Howard

-d work.
She said her style was constantly
phmented because she is a basket-
I player who thinks about the rest of
team and not just herself.

“I think the number of team-ori-
ated players has really increased,”
- said. "That is what makes the game
fun.”

She has had years to learn the ways
the game because she has been play-
 basketball since fourth grade.

She played at a community church
h her older brother. He was the one
o taught her the basics of the game.

During that time she thought of it
t hobby or a pastime, but now it is a
' to her college admission.

"I'am the only one in my family to
to college,” Howard said.

If she didn’'t do so well in basket-
I, she said she might have had to
us more on her academics.

Howard said that no matter what,
» was going to have to get a scholar-
p. either for sports or academics.

She said it was a good feeling to
the only one in her family to take an
ra step in her education.

Colleges might not have been

roaching Howard so much if she
in't work as hard recuperating from
Orn anterior cruciate ligament (ACL)
it she tore in her right knee at the end
last season.

“I had surgery and they (surgeons)
'd the hamstring ligament for the
L.” Howard said.

After the surgery, Howard had

months of physical therapy and

cticed basic exercise moves with her
sketball coach.

Head girls basketball coach Chad
wnsend said since the renovations
re happening over the summer at
ool, he practiced with Howard at
an High School.

He helped her with the basic
vements of her knee until she medi-
ly tested out to a 100 percent.

"My basketball career wasn't
er,” Howard said. “I just saw it as an
stacle.” '

Once she passed the test, she
san doing defensive drill moves and
boting the ball with different tech-

ues.

She said her mother was the most
livating and supportive person dur-

her healing time.

Townsend said she had a goal to be
the same potential she was last year

Aug. 1.

“She is unbelievable,” he said.

Pne of the best player to come
ough Central for a while.”

Howard said she isn't worried
out her knee for her last season in
h school.

She said she has trained back to
r normal condition and that it feels

he,

“l am excited about my senior year
th the basketball season,” Howard
d. "And I don’t think it (her knee) will
mage any of my scholarship offers.”

She said basketball isn’t a set-in-
ne plan, but it is just a goal she hopes
: can reach.
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Football, pace 400

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Senior Ashley Wilds throws a pitch towards the plate in the fifth inning in the South High Invitational against South at Baldwin Field. The Eagles defeated South giving them their second straight win

and shutout in the season.

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Junior Darcy Rutherford reaches for the ball after a line
drive was hit towards her in the Metro Conference Tourna-
ment. The Eagles made history again this year, making it to
the finals and placing second overall in the tournament.

BY DANIELLE WELTY

hen the girls varsity

softball rankings came

out at the beginning

of the season, the

Eagles were ranked
fourth and soon moved up to the number
three spot.

Despite losing four players, the team not
only maintained the position it finished with
last year, it exceeded it.

Assistant coach Scott Wilson said
Normesha Reynolds, Elizabeth Davis, Kate
Muldoon and Jennifer Miller all graduated
last year, but have been quickly replaced as
the season began.

“We had an identical record around this
time last year, which is great,” Wilson said.

He said that the team had a devastating
loss to South this year during the regular
season.

“South wasn’'t even ranked,” junior
Alison Hess said. “We just had a little falling
apart that day. We obviously didn’t play to the
best of our ability.”

Senior pitcher Ashley Wilds said she
believes the team lost to South because it
overlooked them.

“Last time when we played them we
beat them 10-0,” she said.

Wilson said Wilds is the main pitcher for
the team and she is doing exceptionally well.

“It's her first year pitching and she’s
been a real trooper,” Wilson said.

Replacing Jennifer Miller may be seen
as a large task, but Wilds said that everything
has been going as expected.

“I know everyone thought
of Jennifer as the star of the
team, but I don't think there’s
any competition for me to be
better than her,” she said. “It's
more about he team working
together than one great player,
and I'm really proud of how well we've done
so far.”

Coach Kerri Murtaugh said that Wilds
is an extremely versatile player and that she
changed her position three times in three
years.

“Ashley played first base last year and
outfield the year before,” Murtaugh said.
“She is not a pitcher and doesn't take pitching
lessons. She was just the most prone to do it
and has responded well.”

Wilson said that other returning mem-
bers have shown even more improvement,

“Alison Hess has had an unbelievable
start,” he said. “Everyone is hitting really
well, but Ali has been hitting a .780 batting
average, which is amazing.”

Special Softhall
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TURN TO PAGES 36-37D

Softball team shows early promise despite few seniors

Wilson said he believes that an extensive
amount of early success is that the team is
having can be attributed to the fact thar all
of the girls played in softball leagues over the
summer.

“That way when school starts, they're
already in the routine,” Wilson said.

Hess plays on a select soft-
ball team that travels around
the country with fellow team-
mate, senior Julia Darrow.

“We traveled and went to
play in Colorado and Kansas
City, just to name a few,” Hess
said. “We also qualified for nationals in
Michigan, but didn’t go because our pitcher
was injured.”

Wilson said the team has a lot of unity
this year which can be attributed to the
leadership of their captains, seniors Emily
Muskin, Darrow and Wilds, which were
picked by the team.

He said they have also helped keep
the team focused and ready to play the ball
games.

"“The team captains are the biggest mo-
tivators and the strongest players,” Murtaugh
said. “They have to not only worry about
how they play, but how the rest of the team

Continued to SOFTBALL on Page 36D

Former Eagle starts freshman season second on Husker depth chart

BY ASHLEY BROWN

When many athletes graduate high school, they dream of

playing at the college level.

Every high school athlete dreams of being on televsions and

Teamer said he was very excited about being on varsity and
was not surprised to see college football practices were not like high

school.

being recognized by screaming fans every where they go.

To get to that point, most have to wait a few years,
but alumnus Brandon Teamer on the other hand, did not
have to wait at all,

Teamer said during the University of Nebraka-
Lincoln’s (UNL) football training camp, the players’
positions were chosen by the coaches.

The best of the best went on top.

Even though he is a freshman, Teamer was picked
as one of the best of the best and placed on Nebraska’s
second string team as a defensive lineman.

Eagle varsity coach Joe McMenamin said he wasn't
surprised that Teamer was doing well.

“I knew he had talent,” McMenamin said. “We knew he was

going to be good on defense or tackle.”

playing time.”

anybody nervous.

Teamer

handle the older players.”

“All the coaches are real competitive and intense this year,”
Teamer said. “I don't let it overwhelm me. I just come here and
=] work hard everyday because everybody is trying to get

After all the hard work, Teamer said the players
want to get in the game and get some playing time.
Teamer's hard work obviously paid off since he got a
good amount of playing time.

One would think that being straight out of high
school and being pushed a lot to succeed would make

McMenamin said the reason Teamer was able to
play at that level was because he was physically ready.

“Usually a player is 30 to 40 pounds under
weight when he first starts at a college level,” he said.
“Teamer was physically ready. He worked really hard so he’s able to

McMenamin said Teamer worked hard in weight training in
high school so he was able to compete with older, bigger players.

Competition is not the only thing Teamer has to deal with,

before a game.

television.

Just being on television is enough to make somebody tense

]

“That’s tough for a freshman,” McMenamin said.
Teamer said the screaming fans and music got him so pumped
up that he wasn't even thinking about the cameras and being on

“You don't think about it,” he said. “You have so much to think

- about when you're playing that you don’t have a chance to go think

publicity.

head.

about anything else.”
Teamer said along with the playing and satisfaction came

“People start recognizing me on campus a little bit,” he said.
Teamer said he isn't letting this new found fame go to his

“I'm not even really thinking about it.” Teamer said. “You can't
really depend on people like that because they're only around when
you're on top. Stick to the people you're close to.”




34D

Player finally

recovers after

spring injury

BY MIKE SMITH

Senior James Watson finally
received the chance to play after five
months out with an injury.

Watson tore his anterior cruci-
ate ligament (ACL) after playing a
recreational game of basketball during
spring break in

April.

“I know I
shouldn’t have
been playing
basketball,”
Watson  said.
“I should have
been focusing
on resting for
the football
season.”

Watson
received his

first chance to play on the varsity team
this year.

He looks forward to putting forth
all his energy in every game that he
plays.

He is really determined to prove
that he can play after his long time off.

“It has been built up inside me to
destroy the teams after I am healed,”
Watson said.

Sophomore teammate Aaron
Dorsey said that Watson was a very
smart player.

“He never gave up after his injury,”
he said.

Dorsey said that he is very enthu-
siastic about the chance for Watson
to play for the first time during the
Westside game.

Before that game, he said that
he also looked forward to beating
Westside, during that school’s own
homecoming game.

It is something that he said he feels
very confident about and was also anx-
ious for the moment.

Watson also runs track and said he
is excited about the chance to run again
after doing well last season.

He said he hopes that another
injury is nowhere in his future.

Watson

Senior switches
to center to help
team plug holes

BY DANIELLE WELTY

Several adjustments are made
each year as varsity football gears up for
another season, and senior Matt Storm
is no exception with his change from
offensive tackle to offensive center.

Head coach Joe McMenamin

sion of where
the players are
positioned.

“Heplayed
tackle from his
freshman year
through  his
junior  year,”
McMenamin
said. “It’s an
adjustment, but
he’s handled it
well so far.”

McMenamin said that last year
senior Jake Sellin had the position of
center and is now playing a defensive
linebacker.

"All of the other years I've been
on the team I played offensive tackle
because usually the bigger guys play
tackle,” Storm said. “But then I was
transferred to offensive center this year
because | was better suited for that
position.”

This type of shift in position
doesn't happen very often because it’s
such a dramatic change in the place-
ment.

McMenamin said that it benefits
the team to have a bigger center.

“If you have a good size guy in
front of your quarterback, then you
have less of a risk of the quarterback
getting tackled and there’s more time
for the play,” McMenamin said.

Storm said that a lot more is
involved as a center than tackling.

“Positions are changed to help the
team fill out spots and to spread out
the talent as much as possible,” he said.
“We always want to have our best play-
ers on the field at all times.”

Though the Eagles have suffered a
few losses and barely got on the score-
board against first-ranked Millard North
and third-ranked Prep, Storm said that
players had really been working hard to
fulfill their individual duties.

“Ever since we lost to Prep, we've
been picking up the pace at practices,”
he said. “We played better during the
Millard North game, but they are just a
really good team.”

The players said they have high
hopes for the remainder of the season
despite the fact that they are no longer
ranked.

Storm said he was happy with the
changes that have been made.

Storm

makes the deci--
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Senior Leon Lewis gets in position to hit the ball back over the net in a match against Millard South earlier in the year. The team will have to succeed without

past state qualifier, Cameron Knowles.

Northwest transfer takes over leadership job after star moves

BY JEFF HART

Senior Leon Lewis, a Northwest transfer, has
some mighty big shoes to fill when trying to replace
state qualifier Cameron Knowles, who moved to
another state bff'orr: the Start of the year.

“Teniss-hirpalittle,§ Lewis ia-id:i'Wf were close
friends.” ~ )

Lewis grew up and trained with Knowles, and
said it was one of the biggest reasons he came to
Central.

“It is a shame Cameron had to move,” he
said, "but I tried to step up and lead the team in his
place.”

After Knowles moved to Atlanta, Lewis was left
with the responsibility of leading the team on and
off the court.

Lewisand Knowlesplayedin many tournaments
together and were usually very successful.

He said he worked hard trying to match the
skill level of Knowles.

Lewis has been playing tennis since he was
very little.

He started playing with his dad who is a coach
and has been playing for many years. )

Lewis tore two ligaments in his ankle at a meet
in late September, and could miss the rest of the
season. )
He said he doesn’t think he will be out that
NOAES g E Y e STCED

““If my ankle heals; f"will do well at both State
and Districts,” he said.

Coach Matt Shafer said the loss of Lewis could
be a major setback.

“His loss was devastating,” he said.

Shafer has coached both Lewis and Knowles
and is impressed with both players.

He said he knew it would be hard to replace a
player of the caliber of Knowles and that all players
would have to pick up the slack.

Lewis said he decided to come to Central over
Northwest because he thought the Eagles had a
better team.

He said the Northwest team lacked structure
and coaching, the two things that are important to
the senior.

» n‘-‘ f‘. L

' Lewis said that although the team at Northwest
probably had some talent, Central was a better fit
for him. )

“The coaching staft (at Northwest) barely had
any experience,” he said.

Lewis said he liked Shafer as a coach because he
+hgsinoreeiperience and knew how to-help e plajar
* stlcleed With his abilities.” : ’

“The environment around the tennis program
at Central is just great,” he said.

Lewis said he started to get really good when
he turned 15.

He wanted to see how good he could get before
he lost his talent and his love for the game.

The difference in atmospheres between the
two schools has already changed and shaped his
game in many ways.

The future couldn’t look any brighter.

“No work and playing around during practice
is the Northwest way,” he said. “Central’s team
has a much better structure and work ethic during
practices.”

UPCOMING ATHLETIC EVENTS

3 (FRI) HOMECOMING FOOTBALL GAME

The varsity football team will host Bryan in the most anticipated game of the season. The game is at 7.p.m. at Berquist Stadium,
located at Norris Junior High School. The official homecoming court will be introduced during halftime. This is a game that no Central

student will want to miss.

7 (TUES.) ATHLETIC BOOSTER MEETING

The Athletic Boosters will hold their annual meeting on Thurs. Oct. 7. The meeting will discuss issues about the funding to the ath-

letic department.

13-14 (MON.-TUES.) GIRLS STATE GOLF

The girls golf team should make an impressive appearance at this years state tournament. The team is looking forward to the event

after a long season of practicing and playing.

15-17 (WED.-THURS.) STATE SOFTBALL

The varsity girls softball team has an impressive record this season. After last year, another state tournament bid is possible for the
Lady Eagles and a state championship is in the minds of the players and the coaches. The Lady Eagles are currently ranked fourth in the

Class A rankings in the state of Nebraska

16-17 (THURS.-FRI.) STATE TENNIS

The tennis state tournament is starting on Oct. 16. The event is scheduled to continue until the following day, Oct. 17. This is sure to

be an event that will be interesting to watch.

24

(FRI.) STATE CROSS-COUNTRY

ST PR I o ST

The cross-country team will officially end its season at state. Central’s team has showed outstanding promise and has high hopes for a
good fan-based turnout to end the season with a bang.

5-11 (WED.-TUES.) VARSITY FOOTBALL STATE PLAYOFFS

The varsity football team, along with numerous other teams in the state of Nebraska, may have the chance to experience the state
playoffs in Lincoln, Neb. Teams will have to qualify in their divisions in order to attend the state playoffs.

1Y) B
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Experience
puts junior
at top of lis

BYMIKE SHIT

Junior Robert Wesley has |
playing football for a long time
that experience
might be start-
ing to pay off
by leading him
in direction of
being the next
gteat running
back at I-Back
High.

Varsity
coach Joe
McMenamin,
said that
Wesley is a fine
young running back, and next yea
will carry the load after the current,
ning backs graduate.

From the time Wesley started
ing football, he had no idea tha
would be at the place he is today

Wesley’s first football experie
was with the North Omaha Bears |
said that he was really weak and m
sat on the bench. After working hard:
next few years, Wesley played fullh.
and running back where he learne
lot about the game of football.

“I owe a lot of it to my lur
coach Rick Smith who never gave
on me,” he said.

On Smith’s team, Wesley beca
the star running back for the Falcon
city-wide team. \

When Wesley decided to un
Central, he made the JV team
suited up for varsity. During Wl
sophomore year, he officially staried
play on the varsity team. He plaved
the defensive side as a cornerback

Wesley said that he has noth
but respect for his coaches.

“McMenamin and Fuller are
some coaches,” Wesley said.

He said that there was autom:
chemistry between the coaches &
the team when practice began t
summer. y

McMenamin said that Wesle
really popular with the players and g
along with everyone. |

“He is very
McMenamin said.

McMenamin said that he is al
vely ‘coachable athlete. . | T

“He does what he is told :
works on his improvements if he ne
to,” McMenamin said. 4

This year Wesley has |
approached by coaches from Mich
State University and Kansas
University. 8 H

Wesley has also been given let
from other schools such as Oreg
State University and the University
Nebraska at Lincoln. ,

Golfer sets '

goals for team
self this seasor

BYJEFHART

Wesley

el

pr i

team oriented

Senior Steve Hogan, who is co
ing off of an injury, said he is hoping ]
his best year ever. :
“I am better then 1 was last yea?
he said. I

Hogan has been playing golf sin$
he was a toddler. His dad, Steve Hog#
II, was a professional golfer who st
ed him in the sport and taught him §
he knew about the game. ;

The elder Hogan teaches o
600 kids a year at his professior
golfer’s school.
Hogan really
admires  his
dad and tries to
improve him-
self to be like
him.

“I would
have to say
my dad is my
role  model,”
he said.

Hogan has
been doing a lot Hogen
to improve his game over the sumn
He as competed all over the nation
golf tournaments: He is one of a 4
Nebraska golfers who compete nati¢
ally Hogan competed in Chicag
Florida, Denver and California.
placed in the top 10 in Denver, wh
he placed ninth, and Florida, where
finished fifth. Hogan also has been
the weight room trying to become
stronger and steadier player.

“This year's team will be gre
we will have many returning golfer
Hogan said. "All we need is a couple
freshmen or sophomores to step up
we would be awesome.”

Last year Hogan was injured 2
couldn’t play in the last few tour
ments, but with that setback he
managed a 22nd-place finish at St
and fifth place finish at Districts.

“I am better this year,” Hogan s
“and we all know each others gan}
Nothing can stop us if we are unst'fil ¢
pable.”
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hletes receive distinguished honor

PHOTOS BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

{ABQVE I.EF1"} Senior Cortney Grixby stands to receive the distinguished award given to athletes in the nation by the United States Army. (TOP RIGHT) Senior Brandon Gunn listens
as his name is read for the same honor ( BOTTOM RIGHT) Gunn runs around end, while fighting off a trio of tacklers, at the annual Purple-White game in September.

BY MIKE SMITH

Seniors Cortney Grixby and Brandon Gunn received
he Army All-American award earlier last month.

Not too many high school athletes get this honor.

On Sept. 4, the two Central seniors were the only
nwo in the state to receive this distinguished honor from
he Army.

Staff Sergeant William Wagoner, who is the station
ommander for the United States Army, presented the two
with the distinguished honor.

“Only 400 football students throughout the United
sates receive the honor,” he said.

Last year, eight individuals received the award in the

+ This year, however, only two, Grixby and Gunn
receved the recognition.,

The varsity football team was practicing at Benson

r its match-up against Creighton Prep because Benson
s turf like the field at University of Nebraska at Omaha
NO)

Betore the start of practice, an official ceremony took

e to present the awards to the two seniors.

Wagoner started the ceremony off by telling a joke
about how he wanted the Eagles to destroy Prep, which
scemed to boost the confidence level of the players.

Grixby said that it was a big achievement to be select-

ed as one of the top players in the country.

“I am very proud to follow in the footsteps of great
players like David Horne and to be recognized nationally,”
Grixby said.

He said that it is unreal for him to be compared with
such greats that came out of the football program at
Central.

Head varsity football coach Joe McMenamin said that
both are outstanding players and deserving of the awards.

He said that former student and varsity football player
David Horne received the honor two years ago.

He said that Horne was one of the 78 selected individ-
uals and went to San Antonio, just like Grixby and Gunn
might, if they are selected.

Gunn said that overall being selected was great honor,
especially that it happened his senior year in high school.

“I get to be recognized for my talents and to be one
of the two in the state to receive the award is awesome,”
Gunn said.

Gunn said that he gets the team going and that is a
quality that makes him an asset to the team.

Wagoner said that the two were chosen based on
their abilities to play the sport, and their talent on and off
the field.

Coaches said they think these athletes are a cut above
the rest.

The Army obviously agrees.

He said that there was probably some type of poll
conducted to select the two players.

McMenamin also said that Grixby is a tough ball
player and a nice part of the team,

“Grixby has a lot of athletic talent, and he transforms
on the football field with his quickness and his speed,” he
said.

McMenamin said that Gunn is a very smooth player
and is a nice size, weighing in at 195 pounds.

“He’s a good power runner and that makes him such
a value to our team,” McMenamin said.

“Out of 400 students, 78 will be chosen to play in the
United States Army’s All-American Bowl, which will be
held in January next year,” Wagoner said.

Wagoner said that all 78 players will be given a trip
for two, expenses paid, to the bowl game in Texas at the
Alamo Dome.

Also, the players will be able to keep their jerseys and
equipment, along with a chance of a lifetime to appear on
television.

Grixby and Gunn both said that they are very enthu-
siastic about the opportunities that they have in front of
them.

“It is a once in a lifetime experience that would be an
experience that [ would never forget,” Grixby said.

I FOOTBALL
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Sophomore suits up,

sees action

BY ASHLEY BROWN

Running out onto the
field, hearing the crowds
cheer and feeling the
exhilarating energy surge
through his veins is what
sophomore Craig Ecabert
said is his favorite part
about playing linebacker and
fullback on varsity football
this year.

Ecabert
said he was
anxious about
being a starting
linebacker  in
this season’s first
varsity  game.
He said that
once he got onto
the field, all his
nerves melted
away.

“It’s very rare
as a sophomore to be suit-
ing up on varsity, let alone
starting,” head coach Joe
McMenamin said.

Ecabert said he was
approached by fresh-
man football coach Josh
Montzingo last winter dur-
ing after-school weight train-
ing about playing on varsity
his sophomore year instead
of JV.

Montzingo told him he
could potentally be up for
varsity.

“He was probably
one of our best players,”
Montzingo said. “He worked
very hard. He played the
game the way it was sup-
posed to be played.”

Head coach  Joe
McMenamin said Ecabert
was definitely one of the bet-
ter players on the freshmen
football team last year and
that he definitely stood out
amongst the other players.

“He's a cut above the
rest of the players on a junior
varsity level.” McMenamin
said.

Montzingo said a factor
that may have contributed to

Ecabert

on varsity

Ecabert’s football skills is the
fact that he has been playing
football since he was in sixth
grade.

“He was able to hone
his skills instead of learning
from scratch like a lot of
other players.” Montzingo
said.

Ecabert said he knew he
had to work extra hard if he
wanted to com-

pete with the
bigger  varsity
players.
“People
are bigger than
you,” he said.
Ecabert
said that a player
always has to
work hard and
try to help him-
self as much as
possible.

“You're on the lowest
end and have to work your
way up,” he said.

Although he was ner-
vous about being on the
team, he said the older play-
ers didn't really treat him
that differently.

“They just treated
me like one of the guys.”
Ecabert said.

He said that when they
started having fun, the team
didn’t tease him that much.

Although Ecabert seems
like a fairly modest, studious
student, he said he loves all
the attention he is receiving
at the varsity games,

“The games are a lot
more fun than the freshmen
games,” Ecabert said. "It's
a lot more fun with all the
attention we get and the big-
ger crowds.”

He is on rotation for
linebacker with lan Jones,
but McMenamin  said
Ecabert will be playing in
every game this year. He said
that when he gets another
year or two under his belt,
he'll be one of the best play-
ers in the state.”

{unner starts cross-country to stay in shape for soccer, finds new college path

“I started out just practicing with the team,

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

Junior Casey Bigsby has had a successful
ck and cross-country career.
However, Bigsby never had any intentions
e successful or even participate in track and
ss-country, She said it was just something to
wihween socCer seasons.
I actually played soccer and just did cross-
uniry to stay in shape,” she said. “I did not
to get out of shape for soccer.”
she started track in eighth grade while she
ited for soccer to start and that she originally
i not want to run against people.

and then I was asked to run in a meet,” Bigsby
said.

Bigsby was ranked 10th in the state last year
and began this year ranked ninth. She said that
she is doing well in comparison to last year and
that she plans to stick with the sport throughout
high school.

“I am definitely going to keep on doing
cross-country and soccer next year because it is
something that I like to do,” she said.

Bigsby and the cross-country team ran in
the Prep Invitational in late September.

It had competitors from just about every

school, and she said that it was a really hard
competition.

“The invitational was a big race,” Bigsby
said. " It was a precursor to districts.”

She said that in her race at the invitational,
there were about 40 people running against
her.

Central scored second place overall in the
race. Cross-country coach Trent Lodge said that
Bigsby is having a really good year.

“This is definitely her best year so far,”
Lodge said.

He also said she has been getting better
with every meet she has competed at, and that

the Prep Invitational was no different for the rest
of the team.

He said that the entire team ran really well
and had a really good performance.

“Everybody dropped time at the invitation-
al and I think we did really well,” said Lodge.

Lodge said that the invitational is always
something that the team looks forward to, and
that since it was held at Elmwood Park the team
had an advantage.

“Elmwood Park is one of our practice sites
so everyone knows the track really well,” Lodge
said.

Bigsby and Lodge both agree that the big-

gest competition are Burke and Marian.

“They are always two of our biggest com-
petitions,” Lodge said.

Bigsby said that both of the schools have
about five good runners who always seem to
do well at the races. She said that besides Burke
and Marian, Millard North and Millard South
are also good competitors.

Bigsby said that there is one way that she
keeps herself motivated before and during a
race.

“I just find someone that | know I can run
against and | stay on their heels,” she said, “then
I pass them towards the end of the race.”

ormer coach misses CHS players, looks forward to bright future in coaching at college level

BY MIKE SMITH

Former girls varsity basketball coach
ichele Roberts said she’s enjoying her new job
wministration on the coaching staff at lowa
e University, but admits she misses some
ngs about Central.
[ really miss the girls, and have kept in
ntact with some of them,” she said.
She said that leaving was a difficult thing
do. She said she had a meeting with her play-
near the end of the year and told them the
ws
All of the players on the basketball teams
‘Te given a pass to get out of class that day to
¢nd the meeting.

Yow're pregnant

And need 1o make a dedsion that will
.:}wyc yowr life. The choje won't be ea?f’,
but you know the n‘jm‘ me 1S there

and now yow Know how' o find 17

what's your nexd move

&

|-86b -H0O-4CS T

'CSloffers free, unbiased pregnancy counseling.

Junior Alex Dickey said that Roberts told
them that she was leaving pursue an
opportunity at [SU.

Roberts said that she had
always had colleges coming to her
with opportunities, but she never
really felt right with them.

She said that when the Lady
Cyclones head coach Bill Fennelly
came to her she knew that it was
time.

Roberts said that the toughest
thing that she had to do was tell her
players the news.

Dickey said that Roberts told
them that this was an opportunity that she could

Roberts

not pass up.

“I wasn't happy, but I under-
stood that it’s her job,” Dickey said.

Dickey said Roberts was leav-
ing the players that turned the girls
basketball program around.

She said Roberts's main goal
was to talk to the players off the
court before and after the games
and at practice.

“She was there for us whenever
we needed her,” Dickey said.

Currently, Roberts said that
she is scheduling the games and
the practices for the Lady Cyclones’
upcoming season.

Roberts is also the director of the tourna-
ment that ISU is hosting this year.

She said that at her current status, one of
her jobs is to we a liaison with academic issues
with the players on the team.

She said that in basketball, she has learned
that it is really important to learn and know the
behind the scenes of what it takes to put on a
Division I basketball program.

Roberts said that it is a different level then
she is used to, but it is an important one that she
must understand.

Dickey said that though there are two new
coaches at Central this year, both varsity and JV,
she is optimistic about playing.

“You're non-stop for six straight month

playing the game,” Dickey said.

She said that it’s something she likes to
do, but with two brand new coaches it looks
uncertain.

Junior Leah Weis is looking towards the
next two basketball seasons with two new
coaches.

“I think that this year we are going to have
stronger team morale,” Weis said.

She said that it looks like the varsity girls
basketball program can make another run at the
state tournament.

Roberts said that she believes that the team
will do just fine without her, and that the players
and the coaches will hopefully succeed in their
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Injury fails
to hold hurler

out of lineup
BY KATIE BACKMAN

A jammed finger isn't something
that is going to stop senior Ashley Wilds
from pitching.

She knows how to work through
the pain,

While she was pitching at a game
earlier in the year, she fell and tried to
stop her fall with her pitching hand.

All of her weight jammed on her
pinky finger, but it never broke.

“It hurt, but I did my best for the
rest of the game,” she said.

She didn't stop to think she just
broke her finger, instead she pushed
back the pain and kept pitching.

For the game against Benson High
School, senior Emily Muskin pitched.
Wilds said she didn’t think the game
was too difficult for the team to win
without her and she wasn't forced to sit
out of the game.

Muskin said she didn’t mind play-
ing that game because she doesn’t think
Benson is that much of a competition.
She has only pitched in three or four
games this season.

“Ashley is definitely the main
pitcher,” Muskin said.

Because of her softball career in
high school, colleges are already giving
her offers to attend their schools.

She said her finger is getting better
and even though it isn't in perfect condi-
tion, she still pitches most games.

“When I am pitching, I really like
the feeling of the pressure,” Wilds said.

Freshmen earn
roster positions
at highest level

BY KATIE BACKMAN

After playing shortstop on the
JV softball team, freshman Amber
Hamilton runs to change her uniform
to play in the varsity game.

Hamilton is one of three freshmen
to play on the varsity softball team. She
said after playing both games she isn't
even worn out. She isn't tired because
she loves the sport so much.

Once the night is over, freshman
Ashley  Rose
said she s
exhausted. She
said she doesn't
usually go
home and go
straight to bed.

She said softball
is worth the

sacrifice.
Freshman
. Rochelle
Hamilton Finnigan said
playing on

two teams isn’t tiring because she has
fun with it. She said making the var-
sity team surprised her, but she is very
happy by being a high-level player for
varsity.

“When I made the team, my fam-
ily was really proud,” Finnigan said.

Rose didn't even expect to read
her name on the varsity list.

She didn't know why she was
chosen for varsity because she thought
there were a lot better players trying
out on the team than just her.

In late August, Hamilton said she
was told that she had a varsity position
before the team’s season started.

She said she thinks her hitting
capabilities are above average and that
made her stand out more.

“I was shocked and nervous when
I found out,” she said.

The game played on Sept. 23
against Marian High School, Hamilton
said she went two for three.

Finnigan said she enjoys being on
the team because she is working really
hard and giving it her all.

She started playing in summer
leagues in fifth grade.

“I earned it,” Finnigan said.

Varsity teams may be intimidating
to some underclassmen, but Rose said
the girls on the team are all really nice
to the three freshmen.

She said her teammates give them
tips on certain techniques and encour-
age them to stay with the team for
future years.

College crossed the minds of both
Hamilton and Rose because this could
open up doors to scholarships.

Rose said she wants to go to col-
lege for softball and would try to play it
professionally.

The three girls all have been
involved with sofiball before.

Hamilton said she thinks her
entire experience with the game will
look really good on applications for
schools in the future.

Hamilton said she thinks colleges
will have more of a chance to discover
her and hear her name if she stays on
the team throughout school.

"I really like the atmosphere and
I plan on sticking with this (softball),”
Rose said.

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Coaches Kerri Murtaugh and Scott Wilson make mental notes as pitcher Ashley
Wilds gives up a base-hit.
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The girls varsity softball team is continuing its winning ways from last year by daminating local high .fcbool tean
and winning the Metro tournament in September. Its winning formula makes it the team to watch in the fall

Coaches working relationship helps achieve succes

She said they went to the same junior high,

It’s official.

to work harder.”

girls, he said he was petrified.

coaching,

helped me with that.”

to coach.

well.”

of softball came easily.

right away.

come along way.”

Murtaugh said they (Wilson and Murtaugh) had
known each other for a very long time before coaching

together.

S e e pe L S

BYASHLEYBROWN

Girls are in fact better than boys.

At least that’s what the assistant varsity and head JV
softball coach said about coaching girl teams.

“Girls work better,” Scott Wilson said. “They seem

Five years ago when Wilson first started coaching

He had only coached boys baseball before, so he
wasn’t sure what to expect with girls.

He said head varsity softball coach and junior high
and high school acquaintance Kerri Murtaugh helped him
pick up the rules of the game and how to have fun while

“It was a totally new realm,” he said. “Kerri really

Wilson said he got the position of coaching softball
when Lisa Donahoe gave up her position as JV softball
coach. Wilson then said Murtaugh asked him if he wanted

“He was coaching baseball at the time.” Murtaugh
said. “The transfer from baseball to softball is pretty min-
ute. The biggest switch between baseball and softball was
going from coaching boys to girls. He adjusted extremely

Wilson said his baseball coaching background had
really helped him out, so with Murtaugh’s help, the rules

Wilson softball coaching career at Central didn'’t start

He said although he was scared at the beginning of
the game, he felt much better at the end.

“I didn’t start coaching until the first game,” Wilson
said. “Of course, that game was five years ago, but we've
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school and both attended the University of Nebrask }

Omaha (UNO).

Wilson said although they weren't “buddies” in jy,

high, high school or college, they still recognized ¢
other when they started coaching together. :

“We were acquaintances,” Wilson said. “We p4 b
hung out or anything since I was a year older than kS
when we were in school, but when we both star;

Central, it was like ‘Hey, Kerri’ ‘Hey Scott.” She is

cool.”

Although Murtaugh doesn't teach at Central, she §

to the school.

she’s always had a weird attachment to it.
She said since her father, assistant principal p
Semrad who works at Central, she has a strange loy

“I had coached softball at Millard South and pl;

for UNO.” Murtaugh said. “When the coaching posiy

at Central opened I took it.”
Two years after she started coaching, Wilson took
job as assistant varsity coach when Donahoe had a b

and was unable to coach anymore.

Murtaugh said Wilson had always sort of been
for the coaching position, but still had to go through
interview process with the administration.

Once Wilson’s job was solidified, he said they've by
having fun coaching together every since.

Murtaugh and Wilson both said they have a g
time coaching together.

\\

Murtaugh said although the job can be stressful ;

worthwhile.

time consuming, Wilson has made it more tolerable ;

“If it wasn't for Scott, then truly most of it would
be half as fun.” she said. “I've lasted this long solely du
working with him every year.”

Wilson said if it weren't for Murtaugh, he proba

wouldn’t have been able to adjust to coaching girls |

he did.

“Kerri is a terrific role model.” Wilson said. S
really a great coach and a lot of fun to coach with."

Junior learns different cultures while playing softhall in Australi '
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PHOTO BY ROB HE
Junior Alison Hess steps out of play as she is nearly hit by the ball. Hess re-
cently went on a trip to Australia to play softball.

BY MIKE SMITH

One softball junior experienced a
once-in-a-lifetime trip down under this
summer,

Varsity softball player junior
Alison Hess took a trip this summer
to Australia.

Hess heard “about-the trq:'r from
a letter in the mail asking her to play
softball in Australia for the U.S. softball
team,

Hess said after receiving the
letter, she attended a meeting with
her mother and father at a hotel in
Bellevue.

“I really did not know much about
it and that’s why I went,” Hess said.

After Hess  received the
information, she quickly asked for a
recommendation from her softball
coach.

Varsity  softball coach Kerri
Murtaugh said that Hess is an ideal
student.

“She is a good athlete that is self-
motivated and is a hard worker,” she
said.

Murtaugh said that her level of
performance at batting is unheard of.

Assistant varsity softball coach
Scott Wilson said that Hess is one of
the top two softball catchers in the
state.

He also said that her hitting ability
was “out of this world.”

“If 1 was a pitcher, I would not

want to face her at the plate,” she said.

Hess also had to choose another
teacher from school to give her a
recommendation.

She chose Wilson.

He had to write a letter to the
softball association explaining to them
a character reference of Hess's ability
as a student and how she plays the
game.

Wilson said that Hess is totally
about the team and works well with
the players and the coaches.

Hess had to have a telephone
interview on the phone with the
organization that was organizing the
trip.

After that she learned that she was
accepted to go on the trip and play for
the United States.

Hess was the only member of the
team in the state selected to artend the
event.

Hess had to board a plane that
took her to Milwaukee, WI, then to
Los Angeles, Calif. and then on a 16-
hour flight to Sidney, Australia.

Hess said that the trip alone cost
around $3,500.

“ It took a lot of baby sitting to get
all that money,” she said.

Hess said that her mother agreed
to pay half the expenses.

She said she asked for money for
Christmas and her birthday.

She had $300 in spare change,
which she saved for a month in a shoe

box.

Once Hess arrived, she
amazed at the number of internatojil
teams at the event. f

She said that there were two |
teams.

Her team had 12 players and
other team had 13,

% All of the girls were from all v
the United States.

“These girls were from places
California and New York,” Hess s.ud

Hess played seven games and w
five of them, but lost the other two

In the tournament, her ¢
placed third.

Hess hit 14 out of 18 in
tournament,

She had three triples, five douh
and six singles.

She said one of the neatest thr
that they did on the trip was goirg
a boat ride around the Sydney «p
house.

“We also went snorkeling in
Great Barrier Reef,” Hess said.

Hess also said that she
numerous types of ethnic foods wh
down under.

“I tried kangaroo which taste
lot like ham,” she said.

Overall, when it was time to bo
the plane, Hess did not want to go

She said she wanted to stay
little bit longer, but the varsity soft)
season was just around the corner

She had to come home.

Wilds pitches complete game in Eagles win over Marian in extra inning|

BY MIKE SMITH

first inning,
Just as fall was starting last week, the varsity But, two pop flies and a
girls softball team was not worrying about raking
leaves, but defeating its opponent, Marian High
School.

In a 4-3 win, the Eagles had a close call with
the team near the end of the game.

Central took the field in the top of the first-
inning with senior Ashley Wilds pitching.

Wilds hurt her knee in a previous game
when a long drive flew directly towards her . She
did not let that stop her.

Wilds ended up pitching the entire game for
the Eagles 17th win for the season.

Central’s defense seemed extremely strong,

score 3-0.

Il SOFTBALL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33

Winning tradition continues due to unity in coaching staff, player

plays as well.”

Wilson said they helped organize and make sure everyone
stretches and that they keep the team together.

Coach Murtaugh, who works at Liberty Elementary, is in
her seventh year as head coach.

This is Wilson’s fifth year as assistant coach and he said that
with the majority of the team returning, it appears that Central
is ready to end with as much success as the season started out
with.

“I think we have the most amount of runs on average in all
of the years I've been here,” he said. “We've beat teams 10-0 and
that's because we play our absolute hardest every game.”

In the beginning of the season, the Eagles were shutting
out teams, and more recently, the games have become closer.

“The competition is definitely getting better,” Murtaugh
said. “It always takes a while for teams to get in a groove, just
like it does for us.”

The Eagles have been very busy with their current record
and with their success in many of their tournaments,

For the second straight year, the team has also made his-
tory as it continues to improve.

year.

who are pitching

only letting one runner on base in the top of the

ended the inning with no score. Central scored in
the first-inning to give the Eagles a 1-0 lead.

But, in the next few innings, the score
remained the same with no runs scored.

The Eagles showed off their skills in the
bottom of the fifth-inning after junior Allison
Rutherford hit a long fly ball into left field,
knocking in her sister and fellow junior Darcy
Rutherford and senior Emily Muskin, making the

Central got off track when it let Marian
score two runs in the seventh inning, making the
score3-2, Eagles. A controversial call let another

long drive to first

defensive play.

Out of the entire Omaha Public Schools (OPS), Central :
varsity softball is the only team to make it to the finals of the
Metro High School Girls Softball Conference Tournament.

This year, and last year, the Eagles finished as the runner-
up in the conference.Murtaugh said the Ralston Tournament
will be a little tougher as team captain Muskin is unable to
compete throughout the entire tournament.

“It will affect the team mentally,” Murtaugh said. “But I
expect they will pull together and respond well.” ™

The team also has high hopes for State tournament this

“Assuming we win Districts or have a wild card, I think
we'll do really well,” Murtaugh said.

She said they have already beat Lincoln Southeast and
went into extra innings with Papillion.

The sky is the limit,

She said she expects a successful season next year as well.

“We have a strong core offense and defense and hopefully
we'll get some freshmen to fill in the gaps,” she said. “It will just
be a matter of finding a new pitcher and we have some girls

taking lessons during winter.”

Yy w ...

run score, tieing the game 3-3.

The call upset Central parents when the
umpire ended up calling a foul tip on a bunt. The
call made head coach Kerri Murtaugh come out
of the dugout to protest.

“I tell my girls that you don’t win or lose a
game because of a call,” she said.

The top of the inning ended on a high note
after a ball was hit to senior and shortstop Julia
Darrow, who threw the ball to second baseman D.
Rutherford, who then threw to sophomore Jaqui
Darrow, ending the inning with a very impressive  up.

In the top of the eighth inning, Wilds struck
out the first batter and then another double play
occurred and the score remained the same, 3-3.

In softball after an additional inning
added, the last basemnan on base is allowed t0
to second. Muskin was on second when a b
advanced her to third.

The end of the game came when Hj
bunted and Muskin scored making the final sc
4-3, Central.

Murtaugh said that she was proud of {
effort that the girls put forth.

She said even though there were so
mental and physical errors, the ladies never g

She said that focus may have been lost né

s who listen to instructiof

the end of the game, but in the long run, he:
were held up high because Central came av
with the win. W Fre

r

K

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGIS
Sophomore McKayla Clark walks back to the dugout after giving sen/®sof
Ashley Wilds advice on the current batter. '



(AHA CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

S

- Freshman designated hitter Amber Hamilton swings the bat, but misses for her second strike of the inning. Hamilton scored two runs and the girls went on to win their game against Millard West in September,

-2. 2. Hamilton arrives safely at third base after a fly ball is hit to deep center field in the early September South High Invitational, which they went on to win. 3. Seniors Ashley Wilds, Julia Darrow, with sophomores _
Fcquelin Darrow and McKayla Clark return to the dugout after Wilds successfully struck out three batters. 4. Junior Darcy Rutherford rounds third base late in the fifth-inning to score against Bellevue at the South ‘.
igh Invitational in September. 8. Senior Ashley Wilds prepares to release a fast ball towards home plate at a Millard West player early in the fourth-inning at the Metro tournament in late September.

tight-fielding, multi-sport athlete since junior high, runs track to help polish softhall skills

BY DANIELLE WELTY

Junior Kelsey Ratigan has had her schedule
ince seventh grade when she decided
me involved in two sports by playing
softball and running for her school’s track

She said that each sport helps the other
‘Cause she is the fastest player on the softball
am and playing softball helps keep her in shape
I track season.

"I started playing softball for the Rainbow
4gue in junior high for fun,” Ratigan said. “The
) fr:r the league said that if you're interested
softball to come and join the team.”

Since then Ratigan has advanced to the

outfield position of fourth ranked girls varsity
softball at Central.

“It wasn't until high school that'I started
playing softball in order to win,” she said.

Ratigan’s interest in track also began when
she tried out for the team at her middle school.

“When I went to Norris Middle School, I
won city in the mile, the half mile and the triple
jump,” she said. “ But then when I came to high
school, I had to start form the bottom and work
my way up because there was so much competi-
tion as a freshman.”

At Districts Ratigan was able to prove her-
self to her teammates when her coach decided
to switch what she ran in at Districts.

“For the most part, I ran with my 3200-

meter team, and then at Districts, coach Trent

Lodge decided she should run
the 400,” she said. “It was my
first time running the 400 and
I qualified for State, but I didn't
make it to the finals.”

Ratigan said that last year
the majority of her track meets
went extremely well.

“I basically took first place
in every meet in the 400 with the
exception of two,” Ratigan said.

At one of the two meets
that Ratigan did not take first,

Ratigan

The other was at Districts, where she took
second.

“There was this girl from Burke
that I had been going head to head
with all year and she finally beat me at
Districts,” Ratigan said.

She said her four-by-four team,
where four teammates run a 400, which
included Shauntel Vaughn, Auriel Blake
and Allison Harmett took first place.

Ratigan said that her expectations
for next year are not as high because of
the intense competition.

“I think I'll probably take second

she could not compete as a result of respiratory  place my junior year because there’s this tall girl

problems.

from Lincoln that’s going to end up kicking my

butt,” Ratigan said.

She said she hopes to take first at State by
her senior year, but Ratigan said she has to stay
in better shape by exercising more and eating
less fast food.

This helps her perform better in both soft-
ball and track.

“I played a lot of tournaments this sum-
mer with Flash, which is my summer league,”
Ratigan said.

She said she plans on finding a different
summer league next year because her team
wasn't as talented as she would have liked.

We lost a lot, and it's obviously more
fun to win, so I'm looking for a new league,”
Ratigan said. '
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Physical education instructor and assistant football coach John Moran instructs the students in his eighth hour weight training class about
the proper lifting techniques. Moran transferred from Duchesne, an all-girls school, so the co-ed atmosphere of CHS is an adjustment.

New teacher brings small-school approach to CHS

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Physical education instructor John Moran
went from a school that had 250 students to
the largest school in Nebraska, which boast a
student population of 2,600.

Moran said a main thing he had to adjust
to was the fact that both genders attend CHS
unlike Duchesne Academy of Sacred Hearts,
which is an all-girls school.

He taught at that school for eight years,
but he said he also wanted to get involved with
the Omaha Public Schools (OPS) district.

For the past two or three years, Moran
said he has been applying to teach in OPS.

He said his classes at Duchesne averaged
to about 15 to 24 students. That number is
now doubled at Central.

“Central is like a melting pot of stu-
dents,” Moran said. “There is so much more
diversity here than at Duchesne.”

A difficult task is adjusting to the fact that

he has to teach both sexes.

He said he has to get used to the stu-
dents having a wider range of athletic abili-
ties. Moran said he would also have to work
on the structure of his classes and the pace it
will move at.

He has raught both genders at Roncalli
High School, but that was before he taught all
girls at Duchesne.

With both boys and girls in the gym, he
said it will be a challenge at first to teach and
coach all the students.

He said initially he thinks he will be
overwhelmed, but he will quickly adjust to
the change.

“Right now 1 am in a portable so the
change will come when we move to the
gym,” he said.

He said the equipment and facilities at
OPS are better than at Duchesne.

At his last school, he was a physu:al
education teacher and the head basketball

and golf coach. Here he is only an assistant
football coach.

Junior An Vu, who transferred from
Duchesne to Central, said he was a really
good basketball coach.

She said she would go to his games
and see the good techniques he had with his
team.

“I would like to coach golf or basketball
again, but those positions are already filled,”
Moran said. "Maybe in another year I will.”

She said she would see him all the time at
the previous schools getting involved in other
aspects of all types of sports.

She said he would play sports with some
of his students in gym classes, while helping
other students in other areas.

Vu said she hopes he has this same bond
with students at Central.

Moran said he is happy to be teaching at
Central because the classes are larger, it has a
higher pay and it is a Class A-I school.

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH su{( y
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BY DANIELLE WELTY “Last year I played volleyball, baskey]
= e—w tennis and soccer,” Leedom said. “And thjs ,
Lifetime Fitmess and Team Sports have we're just playing board games like Scra!
temporarily moved into the portables as gym 050  Chess, Uno and other card games.” .
is being renovated. Reeder said there are some positives (. -
To teach gym in an area where not much  situation. _
physxcal activity can take place required a change “We have been taking tests that we woy;
in curriculum. normally take in the gym and we are also g ‘
Physical Education teacher Jodi Reeder said over monthly concepts, nutrition and fy,
that instead of actually working out, the students  testing,” she said. (
watched how-to videos about The monthly cong
different sports. include topics such as Cy.
“Other teachers have also respiratory, Upper-Body, 1,
been helping out,” she said: “Coach strength and endurance.
Mac made up some worksheets “When studying nutri; S,
that wouldnt normally be in the we learn about the food grq, t
curriculum such as crossword what to eat and what not, ist
puzzles with vocabulary words Reeder said. “We also g,
relating to sports and health, body image, body types, ¢, J8O!
and (Lisa) Studer helped out by making disorders and stress management.” S
more worksheets and finding readings about Reeder said that the rules and conceps I
nutrition.” each individual sport are gone over in more . JDW
Chad Townsend, Scott Hodges and John rather than just playing them. N
Moran are all in portables for at least one period She said she believes that her class is gaiy
of the day teaching gym classes. more knowledge about the sport than s,

“It’s a space factor. The reason why Lifetime
Fitness and Team Sports are in the portables and

probably would in the gym and it’s not chea g8l »
them out of a stereotypical gym class, despite:

not weight training or aerobics is because they fact that they’re not getting all of the phyglec:
have more students,” aerobics teacher Lisa Studer  exercise.
said. “Aerobics is able to continue having class in “It’s like a trade-off,” Studer said. * TiRL

students gain more knowledge instead
going out and playing the sport without my
instruction.” j

Itis predicted that the gym will be comple:
by November, so the gym classes will no lon
have to take place in portables and aerobics
be able to use its hew room.

the old gym because we can fit all of the students
in the half of the gym that is available for use.”

Reeder said that the students do go for walks
one to two times a week when the weather is
good so that they do get some sort of exercise
in that day. Senior Nicholle Leedom said that her
class isn't really doing much of anything.

Athlete continues school tradition!

BY MIKE SMITH

the team.

He said that Mitchell is the fasted athlet
some events out of Central, but not all. i

“He should return this season as the i
runner of the 400 in the state,” Lodge said

Mitchell has been running throughout SR
summer on a club track team.

Practices will not begin until the spring, iy
Mitchell keeps in shape with football, doubling
a wide receiver for the varsity football team

He said that he enjoys both sports.
prefers track. i

“I will mostly continue running track §
college if the opportunity arises,” Mitchell «ud

He said that he tries his hardest to do i
right thing each and every time.

“I get better and better when I practice ang
makes me feel good about myself,” Mitchell

He said that it feels good to win an
really keeps him going. B

Lodge said that he is very optimistic abc
the season and sees leadership skills in many
his returning team members, including Mit. h¢

Sophomore Virgil Mitchell continues in the
long and rich tradition at CHS of athletes playing
both football and running track.

As a freshman, Mitchell started playing both
sports because they both interested him a lot.

He's been successful at both sports as well.

How does an athlete decide?

This past summer, Mitchell worked with
coaches on his fundamentals of running track,
which included a lot of one-on-one training with
the two professionals.

“We worked on my speed and on jumping
higher hurdles,” Mitchell said.

His CHS track coach, Trent Lodge, is in his
sixth year of coaching.

Lodge said that Mitchell is a good athlete
and ended up running numerous events in track
throughout last season.

“He is a good team player all around,” Lodge
said.

He said that Mitchell does what is best for

Repor ter picks up racket, impresses coach with technique, desire to become next Andre Agac:

B This is the first part in
a year-long series where
Register stafter Brian Lee
plays a different sport to
see if he has what it takes
to be a world-class athlete.
This issue: Tennis.

Tennis is a sport you don't want to mess
around with.

1 found that out the hard way when
I arranged for a private lesson at the
Tranquility sports complex. Tennis is the fab-
ulous sport filled with tiny shorts and lots of
exaggerated grunting. A sport that requires
focus and drive, and for the most part, at least
a bit of talent.

Having never played tennis before, 1
was extremely fortunate to find myself in
connection with a local area tennis instruc-
tor, Jim Conant.

In its original form, dating back to the
twelfth century in France, the game was
called “jes de paume,” or game of the palm.

It was played with your hands and a ball
that was much different than the tennis balls
of today. They actually hurt.

Early tennis balls were made of thick
leather, stuffed with wool or hair.

The balls were often hard enough to
injure a player and on rare occasions kill.

Leave it to the French to be so anal as to
create a game that could kill, but was fun at
the same time.

Modern tennis might be far less
extreme and not quite so fight-for-your life
as the original version of the game, but I'm

not sure that [ could have survived a game of
“jes de paume.”

I also discovered that hand-eye coordina-
tion is a must in the game.

I arrived for my lesson and noticed right
away that my assumptions about the sport
were just a little bit off.

My biggest mistake was in my choice of
uniform.

On television, tennis players wear short
shorts and white polo-shirts.

In an attempt to get in the mood, and
find that special tennis atmosphere, I imitated
the televised example.

I wore short shorts, very short shorts. |
hid them underneath my warm-up gear for as
long as I could.

[ wouldn't be surprised if even a
Chippendale dancers might feel subconscious
in those shorts.

I must emphasize how much more dif-
ficult the sport becomes when you are con-
stantly fighting a wedgy.

Luckily for me Conant was good-
humored. He laughed at my costume and
did everything he could to work with my
inexperience.

As an instructor, he is used to dealing
with amateurs, a word that describes me in
a nutshell.

He showed me how to serve and how to
complete a forehand.

[ won't deny that it took me quite a
while, and that we went through about 200
balls before I even remotely resembled a ten-
nis player.

Even when my moves were fluent, I still
felt like 1 was doing it all wrong.

I continuously bombarded the father
and son on the court next to us with my stray
shots.

The son, who was only 12 or 13 years
old, had skills. I mean the kid was good.

Now, I could lie and say that I purposely

and repeatedly aimed at the kid out of pure
stupid jealousy, but the truth is I just stunk.

Conant had to repeatedly apologize for
my inexperience, and make sure the kid was
all right. He decided that it was time to ana-
lyze my performance and try to pinpoint the
source of my troubles.

I blame it on the shorts.

Conant had me focus on my stance and
my follow-through and swing.

I was so far out of the loop that he
had to personally position my hands on the
racket and show me how to properly grip it
to get the right follow-though.

Pretty much the only thing I had going
for me at that point was my power. Conant
actually applauded that.

I think that the best part of the experi-
ence for me was when it all started to click,
when my shots stopped going astray and
Conant actually had something to hit at.

By the end of the lesson, he actually told
me that [ had true potendal if I ever chose to
take up the sport for real.

I don’t know if he really meant it, but I
felt all warm and fuzzy inside when he told
me that. Not really, but it was pretty cool to
receive a compliment like that. I didn't feel
quite so much like a moron.

Now, I'm not going to try and say that
my time with Conant made me a pro, but
I can at least step on to a court now with
confidence.

Only a sport like tennis could have
once been a source of entertainment for the
French and now be the claim to fame for a
pair of African-American sisters and a guy
from good old Omaha, Neb.

No matter how you look at my little
experience, whether you laughed or were
sparked with a new passion for the sport, I
can honestly say that this is most definitely
not a sport to be messed with.

Do you want to borrow my shorts?

PHOTO BY SARA RIPS/REGISTE!

Tennis instructor Jim Conant (RIGHT) shows senior Brian Lee the proper way to grip the racket. Cona

said that Lee had true potential for the sport and that the Register staffer was “smooth” and “gracef
with his techniques.

The Perfect Place for Unique Gifts!

, _‘ led.

Your source for
original
hard-to-find
merchandise for all
occasions.

New
Merchandise
Everyday!

1018
Howard St.
Omaha,NE

68102

342-2972

Considering a LAW CAREER?

Try Teen Court
Or
A Law Explorer Post

Call Stephanie Ball for more information at 431-9272

Sponsored by Fraser Stryker Law Firm
409 South 17th Street Omaha, Nebraska 68102

Michelle Marsh
congratulates
the members

of the Class of 2004

Good luck this year!
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CROSSING THE FINISH LINE
A COLUMN BY NICKI THOMAS

Females push
to head of line
of sports glory

I am getting tired of all the males
getting the glory and females just get-
ting pushed to the back because of our
supposedly low-impact sports.

I will not get pushed to the back
of the line, especially behind the boys.

More and more females are trying
out for different sports and more are
succeeding at them as.

Just look at cross-country and
softball.

Female students can just as easily
as males demonstrate all the aspects of
a good athlete.

Females are showing the drive,
initiative and the willingness to have
"pain or gain.”

They are participating in as many
sports as their male counterparts.

They are also achieving in the
sports they would not have originally
excelled in.

For instance, females are crossing
over into professional sports and mak-
ing their mark in history.

Females are wanting to play lon-
ger, compete stronger and show their
true attitude towards the sports they
enjoy.

Female athletes work just as hard
if not harder than the boys do. Females
want to win just as much as men.
Maybe even more because they have
to prove themselves a million times
mare often than males. We want to be
treated equal and be looked at with the
same respect as our Counterparts.

I'm tired of seeing that if a female
team wins a championship, it’s not a
appreciated at much as if the male side
had won. We do win championships.
We can achieve.

In the past, many females may
not even have tried out for a sport in
high school because they were always
told that they could not do it, or that
nobody cared.

Now, we are telling the world that
no one can stop us. No one can tell us
that we can not succeed.

Again, just look at the success-at
this school.

Males think that females are just
hair and makeup.

Surprise, girls have other dreams,
not just to look beautiful.

Some of us want to become pro-
fessional athletes. Female athletes can
succeed.

Females and males together have a
lot of the same drive to succeed. They
both want to obtain success and be rec-
ognized for their triumphs.

Males and females are recognizing
the respects of each other’s abilities.
Students alike are working together to
become better athletes.

They can work together in the
sports field and demonstrate strong
if not stronger drive than they can by
themselves.

They work hard for themselves
and to make the school look good.
Central has a great reputation. It should
stay that way.

Softball players have been getting
attention for their performances by
demonstrating their physical abilities.

On the other hand the football
team has received extensive media
attention while struggling to win even
a few games.

I guess it is I-Back High after all.

Are the female athletes supposed
to wait for the attention they deserve?
Or are these athletes supposed to just
read about the glorification of the fail-
ing football team?

The more female athletes put
themselves in situations to be physi-
cally active, and the more they are able
to make their mark and excel, the closer
they will become to equality in sports.

One day females will obtain their
glory and leave the males behind if only
the media would notice their achieve-
ments.

Female and male athletes are
becoming equal, even though women
do not have to win everything like
males think they do. Females compete
for the sake of the competition.

It's the journey, not the prize.

Every team, male
and female, at this school
should be celebrated for
their accomplishments. .

All we want is to be
treated the same as the
males.

Is that too much to ask?
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FOOTBALL

Senior John Friend (ABOVE) avoids his second tackle to get a
first down at the annual Purple-White football game in Septem-
ber. The defensive lines of both JV and varsity had a good start
and held the opposite offenses to minimum yards.

Homecoming game needed for momentum, coach says

BY MIKE SMITH

The homecoming game location is set and the teams have
been chosen. The match-up on Friday pits the Eagles against the
Bryan Bears.

Some say this game will determine what road the Eagle
football season will travel. Will this road lead to the playoffs or
down the steep path to a losing season.

After two tough losses to Creighton Prep and Millard West,
head football coach Joe McMenamin is optimistic about Central’s
future on the field.

He said the team is in the process of regaining momentum
after the rough start early in the season.

He said that the Bellevue East game proved to all that the
Eagles are not going anywhere.

The rookie line from last season has shaped up into juniors
and seniors on and off the playing field.

McMenamin said that he is looking for a good, old fashion
backyard battle and a brawl berween both lines .

He knows anything can happen.

LOOKING BACK AT LAST YEAR’S GAME

The last time these two teams met, it was an Eagle blowour,
28-6. But that was last year.

Junior Ehrich Weis, who plays on the JV team and suits up for
varsity said that it was a great win last year.

“It was a good tone for us to set for the rest of the season that
is ahead of us,” Ehrich said.

McMenamin said that even though Bryan scored first, the
Eagles fought back, scoring 28 unanswered points.

“It was a great, hard-hitting game,” McMenamin said.

Senior Brandon Gunn lead the team in rushing that night for
over 100 yards total, as a junior.

He said that was an aspect that he thought added to the

team’s success.

“We proved everyone wrong last year,” Gunn said. “We were
not just a young team like they all thought.’

Senior Pascha Fountain, who has cheered on varsity this year
and last, said that she remembers Central just crushing the other
team.

“They better do well (this year) because it is my final
homecoming game,” Fountain said.

She said even though she is not a football player, her perception
of last season from the sideline was that Central did all right.

“They won some and they lost some,” Fountain said.

She said she hopes the Eagles will destroy Bryan like they did
last year. ’

CENTRAL'S GAME PREPARATION

McMenamin said that this year’s game is going to be a very
hard-hitting one.

He said that they will have to watch both sides of the line.

He said that with Bryan's record being very similar to the
Eagles, the game is going to be tough to be prepared for.

McMenamin said that the coaching staff will be reviewing
films and using advanced computer software to analyze plays.

“We will run both Bryan's offensive and defensive plays
against our offense and defensive plays,” he said.

Defensive coach Bob Fuller said that the team is improving
each and every week,

“Qur goal is to improve each week of the season and to be
even more prepared then we were before,” Fuller said.

Fuller said that with all the preparation, it still is going to be
a tough ballgame. i

McMenamin said that they will be as well- prepared as the
can be. He said that they will try to move the ball against them as
best as possible.

Sophomore David Jones said that the team has a lot of ability

Friend (LEFT) takes a water brake after running 67 plays to
round out the scrimmage. The offense had problems as the sec-
ond string JV defensive line hammered the first-string varsity
offense.

PHOTOS BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

and they are working on grasping concepts at a higher and faster
rate.

“We have been practicing very hard so that a win is i our
sights,” Jones said.

STRATEGY

McMenamin said that both the offense and the defensive lines
would dictate how the game is going to be played.

He said that if the job is done correctly up front then there
should not be any problems and the Eagles would be successtul
in the game.

McMenamin said that the game would most likely be decided
by who makes the fewest mistakes.

He said that since the Bellevue East game was a much more
of a physical game, players are prepared for Bryan.

McMenamin said running isolation plays against the defenst
will show them what the Eagles are made of.

He said that seniors Brandon Gunn on offense and Scon
Miettinen on defense would be the key players in the game.

“If the line does the job up front, then we should have no
problem,” McMenamin said.

McMenamin said that the team is keeping in mind that they
should always play hard and keep focused on the fundamentals of
the game.

The loss of concentration is never a good thing.

“It could affect the whole team, and we don’t want that.
Jones said.

Junior Nate Prater said that they are going to work hard and
play up to their best ability to win. He said that all they can do i
try their hardest as players.

“If we are prepared, we should be able to overcome the
obstacles of the game,” McMenamin said.

Prater said that with the players on the field and the coaches
guidance, anything is possible and a win looks in the Eagles favor

Offensive line provides support on field with technique, powe

BY JEEF HART

Just as a building needs a strong foundation
to keep from collapsing, so does any good football
team.

“If there is no line,” senior Matt Storm said,
“then you don’t have a team.”

Storm, who switched from offensive tackle
to center this year, said the highly-recruited Eagle
line has a mix of veterans and rookies.

Speed is again a positive aspect of this year’s
line, but it’s not the only factor that sets this group
apart.

“This year's line is just as fast as last year’s
line,” junior Terrence Peoples said, “but this year’s
team is better with technique and all-around
power.”

The returning starters on the line
are Storm, senior Kendall Dorsey, tackle;
senior Matt Barr, tackle; and junior Nate g
Prater, tight end. i

The new faces on the line are Peoples, guard,
and senior Marchelo Moderow, guard.

The line is the force that runs the team and
strikes fear into the heart of opponents.

The people who play on the line have to
be smart, aggressive and absolutely perfect at all
times,

The linemen are often very disciplined and
usually some of the hardest working players on
the field.

“We are getting better,” Barr said, “with
480-yards rushing against Bellevue East. | think
we could do even better against an even better
team.”

Most of the players have
lettered in football in at least one
of the past two years.
They also have played

ey their positions on both
varsity and JV.
They also play
defense,

which shows them how to block and get out of
their stances faster.

It gives them some insight about the other
side of the ball.

“We have some big shoes to fill after the last
few years,” Moderow said, “like Brandon Teamer
and Jamar Dorsey.”

The team lost a lot of big names on the line
in the last few years, most of whom have gone on
to play at the college level.

Injuries have also caused some setbacks for
the line this year,

“The injury to ‘both James Watson and
Shabazz Ramsey have hurt the team and left two
big holes,” senior Kendall Dorsey said.

The injuries to Watson and Ramsey did slow
the team down a bit, but they both helped out
from the sidelines by cheering for other players
and by offering constructive input and guidance.

“Storm being moved to center and Watson
coming back after being out for the three games

of the season, have been two improvements that
have given us a burst of aggression,” Dorsey
said. “That has brought the team back to
life.”
The improvement. of the line
was clearly evident in the win over
Bellevue East.
The game was the
only win of the season,
and many players said
it would lead to more
victories in the future.
They said these
improvements were the
things that could save the
team and that the lines all-

around power is the greatest it has been in m
years.

The power was what changed the seas
during the Bellevue East game.

The line has worked hard during the ¥
and has become an example of how a foot
team is a family, where members depend on ¢
other to succeed.

Storm said that the Eagles play mi
talented teams this year, so continuing the s
of the offensive line is essential. |

“We have one of the hardest schedules!
year,” he said.

The linemen said they are confident go
into the next few games because they are the o
who were going to turn the season around
help lead the team into the playoffs.

They said they have proven that they h
the ability to win the important games and 1
they are able to overcome anything to succeed

The line can make or break a team becaus
sets the example of what should and will hap
on the field.

Members of the line agreed that m
times they are always the first to get blamed!
something during the game, but never really
the respect they deserve.

Seniors (FROM LEFT) Aaron Blanke, Matt Sto
and Jake Sellin put their game faces on beft
heading to face Bryan this year for the ann
homecoming game. This year's offensive I
has shown perseverance through several 103
es, and is ready for another shot at victory.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ROB HUNTER/REGIS
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Twenty-four additional portables were added thi
Many students were relocated to the air-
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Plumbing proves
to be smart move

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Senior Amanda Smejkal
walks into portable six to see a
normal looking bathroom, but
that wasn't the case during its
installation.

Smejkal said she thinks
the fact that the plumbing is
only in two portables is a better
choice than having it installed
in all 28.

Heimes Excavating and
Utilities Company (Heimes)
installed  the  plumbing.
Estimate project manager for
Heimes Jeff Jenkins said if the
company was to install all 28
portables with full plumbing
service, it would cost Omaha
Public Schools (OPS) a lot of
money.

“It is good for OPS that
it didn't spend that much
money,” Jenkins said.

Principal Jerry Bexten said
that since plumbing wasn't
installed to every portable, the
school saved money for class
renovations on the fourth floor.
He said the building ground
crew worked with the city to
make it possible.

The director of buildings
and grants at OPS, Mark
Warneke, said there will be
large amounts of money
spent on the stadium and the
plumbing for the portables are
only temporary, which could
waste money if plumbing was
throughout.

Freshman Francesca
Hannah said that she thinks
that there should be a restroom
in every portable.

She said it is an incon-
venience for her to try using

the bathtddris: during- passing

periods.

“If 1 was in portable 16 I
would have to leave it and walk
all the way down to the two
portables,” Hannah said.

The city gave Warneke
specific requirements of where
the bathroom portables could
be located.

He said the distance from
the west entrance and portable
28 had to have equal distance in
between.

The dimension given was
200 feet both ways that met
in the middle at the sixth and
eighth portable.

Also the portables had to
match with the slopes of the
sewer system.

“This was the most diffi-
cult high school for plumbing,”
Jenkins said.

He said usually the com-
pany digs up trenches and sets
the piping down and fills the
hole back up.

But with this school and
the asphalt, Heimes had to cut
squares and drill holes in the
ground for sewer pipes.

The supervisor on site,
Marty Crawford, said that if
there were a slight bump in the
ground, the waste would back
up and over flow.

He said they bought a
tracking device system that
cost thousands of dollars to
follow the drill bit to make sure
it stayed level.

Warneke said a concern
was that digging up the asphalt
would expose a larger area.

He said the district was
worried about the dirt when it
rained and snowed.

The city codes also regu-
lated safety with the division
of the bathrooms in the por-
tables.

“Men and women had to
have to different entrances on
different ends of the building,”
Warneke said.

He said the walls were
mandatory.

He said there was no way
the students could see through
the other side of the division.

He said it was a sizeable
expense to keep this privacy.
The city and school compro-
mised with the two portables.

The portables were made

mal portables and renovated
them into restrooms.

. The plumbing is only tem-
porary and in December 2004,
all the portables and plumbing
will be removed and the area
will be turned over to the
Joslyn Art Museum.

He said it will be torn up
and the Joslyn will have access
to do what they want with it.

Smejkal said the setup
with the portables was a good
idea because with just two they
were easier to keep clean and
didn’t cost as much.

Temporary classrooms provide
comforts for students, teachers

BY ASHLEY BROWN

Besides the dust walls and
an entire building missing from
across the street, probably the
most noticeable result from
renovations is the 28 portables
taking up what used to be the
practice field.

While parts of the school
are under construction, the
portables compensate for
unusable classrooms.

Central actually has the
most portables in the OPS
district, which has a total of
261 portables and growing,
with Benson High School
coming in second with 18.

“The nice thing about
the portables is the air
conditioning,” Principal Jerry
Bexten said. “It’s a relief.”

While the air conditioning
may provide a new-found
luxury from the school’s
blazing heat, some students
have claimed the portables are
too cold.

“The air conditioning is
too strong,” junior Cheslee
Cornell said. “You have to
change your clothes before you
go in the building.”

Bexten said comfort level
was a personal thing.

“There are other things
students like other than the air
conditioning,” he said.

Portables six and eight
provide restrooms for the
students out in the portables.
Junior Dan Klaczynsky said he
likes the bathrooms because
they are new.

“The bathrooms are
clean.” Klaczynsky said. “They
are new and more modern
than the building. They remind
me of kindergarten, and I like
that.”

Bexten said the bathrooms
are both unisex, with solid
walls between them, and that

there are only two buildings
with sanitary lines because that
would be less costly.

While some teachers
may think of the portables as
inconveniences, since they are
almost constantly traveling
from class to class, social
studies teacher Jimmie Foster
said he believes it makes the
classroom more personal.

“I rather enjoy the
portables.” Foster said. “It feels
like my own little castle out
there.”

Foster said although
he enjoys the self-controlled
heating and cooling, he said
he thinks the air conditioning
is just a insignificant part of the
big equation.

He said an issue he
thinks the students have isn't
the portables themselves,
but getting in and out of the
building. _

Foster suggests making
separate in-and-out doors.

Although there are two
exits, with many students
rushing out to classes in
the portables, the three side
especially gets pretty confusing
and crowded, he said. '

Sophomore Josh Prichard
said he was late because of the
congestion.

“The halls were so
crowded,” Prichard said. “You
could hardly move.”

Foster also said he would
do whatever he had to do,
hoping that when he got back
in the building, his classroom
dreams would be met.

He said he remembered
classes where kids were
working hard in the heat and
in the air conditioning. He
doesn’t think it makes that
severe of a difference.

“The classroom is the
environment,” Foster said.
“The students are the future.”

CITY

s summer to the four existing ones to create a small city of temporary classroon,
conditioned units because parts of the building were still being renovated.

“especially for.this..-school. -
' Warneke said they took nor-

1. Marty Crawford from Heimes Excavating and Utilities Co. uses a front-
supervisor for the project at Central. 2. Some of the 28 portables are seen f
space. 3. Bob Kargel jack-hammers the area for the installation of the se

to the two temporary buildings serving as restrooms. From the portable

s, the sewer will connect with the main building and follow that path.
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end lifter to remove the rubble from the hole where his coworkers jack-hammered. Crawford was
Tom the threg-mde of school. Twenty-four portables were added during the summer to provide classro
wer system pipes. 4. Darrell Thompson is working on a drill that funnels the sewer system piping throu SRSt
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Walls put up
o keep dust,
Students out

Barriers built to
elp with debris, keep
orkers free to do jobs

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

During the summer, dust walls
re put up to block dust and dirt from
ting into the school.
More importantly, they are to keep
idents safe by separating them from
- construction areas.

“People have generally been pretty
pectful to the renovations,” security
ard Charles Williams said.

Williams said that he is surprised
it people are so nice about it all.

He said that people have not been
» bad towards the workers or the
perty.

Just because people have been
itious as to where they can and can
t go. people still try to get into the
icked-off areas.

Senior Austin Henley has not
tten past the doors or even made an
empt to, but it has crossed his mind.

T have thought about it and I even
«vd some people to take me in, but
v said no,” Henley said.

He has not made it in to find out
s going on for sure, but he thinks
nows what's happening.
tienley said that he knows that
ople are cutting up walls and putting
ses in the walls.

e knows it is nothing too
citing, but he still wants to see.
Williams said that about eight
ople have tried to get behind the dust
Jls, but have not made it very far.

“They will try to pull the door
0b and an alarm will go off, so they
n," Williams said.

The dust wall alarms have caused
me disruptions during the typical day
schi l:)l.

Some students think the alarms

n be annoying and a waste of time.

If a student would want to get
hind the dust walls, it would be really
fficult, but not impossible.

Williams said that he can't blame
ople for being curious because they
t want to know what is going on.

For Henley, the walls were a
rprise. when he walked into the
p1lding for the first time after summer
cak,

He said he's been going to this
100l for three years without having
en much change. It has been the same
ing, year after year.

He was used to things being the
me way, and the walls seemed to
pange everything.

I thought they were unnecessary,

< | did not know what they were
ere for,” Henley said.

Henley said that with the walls
icking off parts of the school, it
used a lot of extra congestion in other
rts of the school.

“The third side is really bad and
ith the portables being right there, it
almost impossible to get anywhere,”
enley said.

Besides the congestion, Henley
id that he couldn’t even tell that there
construction going on.

The dust walls are serving their
rpose,

‘I have not noticed a whole lot of
st anywhere, which must mean the

alls are working,” Henley said.
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OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW

The Creighton House, which is directly across the street from school and just west of the old senior parking lot, was demolished this summer by Anderson

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER

Excavating Company Jeff Cox is spraying the hose as the building is being torn down to prevent a lot of dust and debris in the air.

Creighton House torn down to build stadium

BY SARA RIPS

In late June the Creighton House was demol-
ished to make way for Central’s new stadium.

While some were sorry to see the house go,
others like senior Sarah Alston never even knew
what purpose the house served.

The house was located at 2194 Davenport
St., which was across the street from Central, and
served as an alternative living environment for
students. The 30 students who lived in the house
worked together as community. The students
would meet once a week to discuss current issues,
attend lectures and other activities.

“The house was founded in the earlier 1900s
as a home for girls from rural areas who wanted
to continue their education,” Marge Wannarka, a
Creighton University archivist, said. “It’s a shame
that they’re tearing it down, but they chose the
best place for a stadium.”

Teacher Vicki Deniston Reed said she was
sorry to see the building go.

“I don't see any great advantage in ripping
down the Creighton House,” she said.

In a three-way agreement, involving the

Joslyn Art Museum, Creighton University and
Central, land was traded or sold between the
three spots.

The Creighton House and a few privately
owned buildings sold their land to Central. When
the portables are taken away from the former
training field, Joslyn will take over that land.

Scott Dye, a lawyer for the district, was in-
volved in the legal aspects of the land trading.

He said that with the exception of Kenefick
Hall, every building berween 20th to 22nd Street,
Chicago and Davenport Streets were sold.

The stadium will then be built upon those
lots.

In order to have more control over this proj-
ect, the district is using Heritage Services to run
the project.

Heritage Services is involved in legal and
administrative process, oversight to construction
and architecture and fund raising.

Alumna Susan Buffett Jr. was a big supporter
of the idea for a stadium, and her mother Susan
Buffett, Sr. gave the lead gift.

However, sometimes it takes Heritage
months to form a good relationship with a com-

pany enough to get a large donation.

Susan Buffett Jr. was involved in the original
talks between Joslyn, Creighton and Central.

The area has been working to create a cam-
pus-like feel for years.

Buffett became involved in the project be-
cause she wanted to provide an amazing space for
Central for years.

“My mother raised money for the new gym
in the 70s under the same idea that it will benefit
generations to come,” Buffett said.

Heritage Services was the one to pick Peter
Kiewit for the stadium project.

Dye said the original finishing date of the
stadium was suppose to be 2004, but by pushing
it back a year, there will be less complications
between having two major construction projects
going on around the school.

Jerry Bexten, principal. said everyone ben-
efited from the project.

Central and Joslyn both get new land and
Creighton gets more money.

“We end up with a facility that will be a
tremendous asset to Central,” he said. “This will
also be a great addition to downtown.”
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s with any construction, the old has to make way for the new. This summer was no exception. A major landmark was torn
down and temporary walls were put up in the name of progress. These were just a few steps in the renovation process.

CHS class of 48

in awe of change
in former school

BY KATIE BACKMAN

After 55 years, members of the
class of 1948 revisited their high school
that has been renovated by the recent
constructions that started in 2001.

Elizabeth McNichols, Central
High foundation president, said there
are 238 graduates from the class of 1948
who are alive today.

At graduation in 1948, 375 stu-
dents walked across the stage. The
classes’ age average is roughly 73.

Marti Ingdahl who organized the
dinners said the banquets were held
at Park Inn Regency Lodge, with 66
attendants.

Some of the alumni chose not to
attend for different reasons, while oth-
ers practically counted down the days
to their 55th year reunion.

She said for the dinner the
committee scanned and enlarged
yearbook photos from their class.

Hearing the former students
talk about how they once looked was
interesting to hear, she said.

The artendants talked about how
they couldn’t believe they changed so
much after 55 years, and most of them
wanted to go back to their high school
days, she said.

“At the tour we are supposed to
have 26 alumni,” Ingdahl said.

A small group of graduates
walked in passing the construction bar-
ricades and 28 portables to see a build-
ing they could barely recognize after
many years.

When they walked through the
doors entering into the courtyard,
many said their memories quickly came
over their minds.

She said their eyes widened as the
saw the sunlight shine through the roof
in the courtyard they weren’t really
used to.

Alumnus John Berquist said that
a lot has changed.since his last.day of
school in 1948.

The hall lockers used to be made
of wood. He said it was weird to see
them made of metal. The lockers also
didn't have any locks on them because
they weren't worried about any thefts.

He said he also noticed that coal
used to be stored on the practice field
location. The coal was to heat the
building.

Richard Undeland alumni said he
remembers when the courtyard’s ceil-
ing was open. He said there was grass
covering the ground except for the
pathways to each of the four doors.

As the tour went on, the group
arrived in room 144, the gymnasium.
Alumna Joan Barnett said she remem-
bers dreading gym classes because of
the showers. She said none of the girls
wanted to shower, but it was apart of
their grade.

“The showers are probably the
only thing I will never miss from high
school,” Barnert said.

Some less painful memories,
Barnett said was the musical program
at school. She said she remembers how
the teachers expected excellence and
none of the students would try to start
a problem during class.

“We didn’t want to have problems
in school,” Barnett said, “which made it
a beautiful experience.” .

Besides certain classes, she said the
dances are always a memory that she
will cherish.

She said she remembers wearing
formal dresses and the boys getting
dressed up in suits.

“I can still smell the gardenias,”
Barnett said. “It was the popular flow-
ers for a corsage.”

At this reunion Barnett said she
dreamed about seeing the building
again, and trying to revisit the memo-
rable experiences she had in it.

ustodians put in many long hours preparing for first day of school

.G

S to clean. It is a never-ending process.

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER
stodian James Nguyen pushes a trash can and vacuum to the next room he

BY BRIAN LEE

The custodial staff went above and beyond the
normal call of duty this summer by working lon-
ger hours at their jobs while dodging construction
crews.

During the normal school year, head engineer
Deb Taylor said she and her crew had daily routines.

They started their day early in the morning
before the students arrived and called it quits long
after the final school bell rings.

During the school year, the 16 members of the
crew work in shifts that allowed them to rotate and
accomplish their daily duties. .

The staff’s duties include such tasks as: vacuum-
ing floors, locking doors, straightening desks, empty-
ing trash cans, and every other aspect of making a
school this size ready for the next day’s run through.

On an average night, the crew will clock in 80
man-hours (the total number of hours worked by the
individual staff members added together).

However, nights featuring special events, like
open house, demand an average of 96 man-hours.

Then the contruction workers came.

With an empty school building, aside from the
custodial staff, construction workers were allowed an
opportunity to fully unleash the renovation process.

“It was a lot worse,” custodian Rufus Haynes
said. “The places we would clean up, the construction
workers would just walk right through it.”

Renovations filled the school, and the custodial
staff found itself constantly crossing paths and over-
lapping with Hawkins Construction Company and
the other construction companies.

Working during the summer for the staff is not
a rarity because they work year round no matter
what.

The difference between this summer and others
in the past was that the staff worked more overtime
to compensate for the renovation conflicts.

“I was here when the construction started,”
custodian Ernie Redding said, “and I want to see it
through.”

On average, they were putting in multiple hours
of overtime a day in preparation for the first day of
school.

“After they get it all completed on this floor,”
Haynes said, “it will look nice. It was a lot of work.”

A service that is often overlooked, especially
amongst the student body, the custodial staff works
very hard to keep the school clean and functional.

Looking at how confusing the school can be
to navigate, with dust walls and areas of the school
restricted, the service that the staff provided over the
summer was crucial.

If the crew had not been here picking up after
the construction workers, moving the computers,
teachers supplies and all of the other material that
was stored around the school, the current confusion
that is associated with navigating these halls could
have been much worse.

“The whole custodial staff worked together,”
custodian Frank DeGeorge said. “It got done a lot
easier because it was a team effort.”

There is probably no other single group of
people at the school that will be more fulfilled and
satisfied than the custodians, when renovations are
complete and they can begin following there normal
regiment again.

The crew truly deserves recognition for its duties
and its commitment to the job. They provide an
amazing and very necessary service to the school.
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Head custodial engineer Deb Taylor prepares the trash cans for the lunch hours during her shift. This is one of the many tasks she completes before leaving the school for the day. During the summer she managed different areas under cons

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH ()

tion. In order to keep up, she would work weeks without breaking.

Custodian puts in extra hours because of construction

BY KATIE BACKMAN

During the summer, head custodial engineer Deb Taylor
worked at school seven days a week to keep up with cleaning
and organizing the renovations.

In June and July, she worked eight hour shifts.

When August arrived she began working about 15 hours
a day on average. She had to work more because the school
was scheduled to open soon.

Taylor had to organize the arrangements with different
crews when they were putting back the furniture in the build-

weeks in a row without taking any days for vacation. With
this hectic schedule was when she was working the overtime
shift.

“She worked long days and nights, not the usual eight
hour shifts,” Bexten said.

Custodian Mary Scianna said Taylor showed a lot of
dedication to the school. She said not only did Taylor work
overtime, but other members of the custodial team worked
just as hard. )

Scianna said anytime she was here, Taylor was here
because she was the woman in charge.

ing and portables,

“I worked seven days a week,” Taylor said. “I had to

work all the weekend.”

Principal Jerry Bexten said that he was very impressed
with the dedication she had when putting the building back

together.

He said she would go as far as working three to four

Manager uses experience, strict schedule to solve problems with building

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Imagine managing all the prob-
lems, safety precautions and scheduling
of 25 schools undergoing renovations
since the 1999 bond project.

Terry Page is the program manag-
er of the bond issue and a person who
learned how to handle this job.

Page  works  with  Jacobs
Engineering Group, Inc. (Jacobs),
which 1s a company that manages
events from construction on buildings
to professional technology services.

He said his responsibility is to
ensure that every school maintains
the guidelines with the scheduling of
renovations.

“I keep an eye on the budget,”
Page said. "The safety of the children
come first.”

With all the schools to worry
about he said he tries really hard to
keep them on time. He completes this
task by communicating to the contrac-
tors and the officials working in the
school.

He said Central is to be done Dec.
2004,

The bond issue will be entirely
over when Burke High School is com-
pleted in March 2005.

Teachers work in various jobs for district over summer to help out with renovation§-

BY KATIE BACKMAN

The days of Taylor's work shift would start very early.

6 a.m.

about 15 hours.

She said most of the time in August she would come in at

Her shift would then carry over untl 9 p.m. working

The main goals and assignments she said she had during

"That is our goal,” Page said.
“We've missed a couple of dates but
it's not always contractors. It is due to
unforeseen changes in the schedule.”

As of now, Page is only involved
with Omaha Public Schools (OPS), but
in the past he has worked on numerous
job sites.

He said Jacobs is now a part of the
OPS system that owns an office service
through director of buildings and grants
with the district, Mark Warneke.

Once the project is completed
Jacobs will be finished with OPS and
disconnect from the district.

To maintain his priorities he said
he receives help from his co workers,
but he handles the main problems.
He is the communication hub for the
school officials, architects and contrac-
tors.

If either group is having problems
with the site he said he would inform
the other.

The contractors and architects
could negotiate the problems and come
up with a complaint to bring to Page’s
attention.

After defining the problems
Page said he would bring them up to
Principal Jerry Bexten in Central’s case,
to inform him on of the changes.

the day was cleaning the building and moving the furniture

Some of the problems with
renovations this summer dealt with the
guidance counselors’ office, intercoms
in the portables and the fire alarms in
the basement.

Page said to they solved all the
problems by redoing some work, but
with the fire alarms OPS hired a secu-
rity guard who is a fire watcher in the
lower levels with construction zones.

“Jacobs has the overall responsibil-
ity of the OPS renovations,” Page said.

He said he has been a main part
of solving the safety problems with
the school.

The partitions built is a good
example of the work he did for cau-
tion.

Page said he is the only person a
student or teacher should contact if
they have seen a problem. Some people
confuse him with Bexten, which could
solve the problem.

He said he thinks what makes his
job easy is that there is only one person
who hears about the problem. He can
figure out who to talk to and how to
solve it once is has been addressed.

“I am the only one who branches
out to the others,” Page said. “It limits
confusion in an already complicated
darea.

Sutter said he thought it was really interesting to watch

Instead of taking a break during the summer, math
teacher Lloyd Fitch and ROTC instructor Dwaine Sutter
worked with the school during renovations.

For the past three years, Fitch said he has been delivering
construction materials around the school district.

He drove a 16-foot truck which carried ramps for por-
tables and possible tools needed for the particular job sites.

One thing he said he liked about the truck driving job
was that he didn't have to work at one school in the same
room all day. Fitch said he enjoyed moving around the dis
tricts.

Sutter said they didn't do a lot of hard manual work.
He said they would deliver the materials while other workers
would unload the truck.

Not only did they transport tools, but Sutter said they
would take carts that would help moving furniture and
boxes.

He said the work wasn't too difficult, but sometimes he
would end up with a sore back in the end.

The two kept up with the school’s renovations by fre
quently dropping materials off.

the progress throughout the summer. Like secing the build-
ing Creighton University owned on Davenport Street being
torn down was astonishing.

There would be gaps between the times they came up
to the school, and he said one day he
couldn't believe that the building was
entirely demolished and the land-
scape was flattened.

“Then the next time we
were there (Davenport Street and
Creighton’s property) we could see
the Missouri River from the school.”

Watching the progress of the
additions at the school, Sutter said
the gym and cafeteria went up very _
quickly. .,

“There were many large proj- Fitch
ects going on around the district,” Surtter said. “It was disor-
ganized because the amount.”

Going to the different locations and meeting people
Sutter said entertained him. There were some slower days
during the summer, but the time flew by when they had to

out of the courtyard into the classrooms or portables.

Not only would she move the furniture herself, but she
also was the director of the crews that were hired by Omaha
Public Schools to help.

She said there were many days she would only direct and
relocate the furniture and supplies instead of cleaning.

During the renovations; if the construction workers had
questions for her about the building or what they should be
doing she said she willingly helped them and answer their
ql]f.'!i{l(]l_ls,

She also had to do paperwork of the employees sched-
ules and the plans for the days nearing the beginning of
school.

Calling other employees was also one of her jobs. Taylor
said she had to make calls to verify all of her co-workers
planned on coming up to work. She never ha a problem with
getting respect from the construction workers or co workers,
Both groups always listened to her and did what she asked.

Manager of the 1999 bond issue, Terry Page describes the developments in the new gym. He points to the walls &%
explains what should be done by Oct. 17. He said the students are supposed to move into the new facilities soon afte 3

has officially been approved and finished.

travel to all the schools dealing with renovations.

Fitch said their average work shift was from 6 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. He said working during the main part of the days
with the sun beating down wasn't as difficult as some would
think.

He is used to the heat because

he has worked inside the school for
years without air conditioning.

During the 33 years Fitch has
been with Omaha Public Schools
(OPS), he has completed lots of
renovations work during the sum-
mer.

About 20 years ago he said
he repaired the interior windows
around the courtyard and the floors.

- He said there are many reasons why
Sutter he chooses to continue construc-
tion work on the school because he enjoys the change from
teaching and manual labor.

Sutter said he has been working the construction during
the summer for about three years. He said when he began he
used to repair bleachers at different schools, but after he com-
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"I would never ask them to do something I could 1 i
Taylor said. “If they couldn’t do it, [ would help the

Bexten said other people on her crew helped, bu:
the responsibility of being in charge of that undertal  .: §

“Deb takes a lot of pride with how the building I < &
the students and faculty,” Bexten said. | |

"Theramount of work she‘was doing did begi:
her life at home with her newly engaged tiance and
teenagers she was going to be responsible for wher
married. _

“I would go home and sleep then turn around .
back to work (in the morning),” Taylor said.

She said she didn’t have much time during the s
months to spend quality time with her family. Bu
school has began, she said her schedule has gone b
normal by working the morning to afternoon shift. N
can see her family more often again.

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGIS

pleted that work he took a brief break from construction §

Because Fitch put in a good word with the Hum
Resources at the Teacher Administrative Center, Sutter *
he began work again this past summer. He doesn't think
would have received the job again if it wasn't because
Fitch's help. i

“1 couldn’t see myself doing nothing during the su}
mer,” Sutter said. “1 worked and went to college full um
had to keep busy.”

He said working with OPS over the summer is ust
because it keeps him updated on the renovations occurrin:}
school and keeps him occupied during the three months. |

Fitch and Sutter both said they plan on working a¢
for the district next summer.

Fitch said he likes the summer because it gives hi
break away from his classes, but still doing something prod:}
tive during his time and with the school. b

Since Sutter worked during the summer, he said he ©
all the time put in by the hired movers, but never was "}
of the process of moving boxes or putting classrooms b8
together. '

After all the work, Sutter said it impressed him that '
school was able to open on time for the first day of schot
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tudents decided to use a locker this year, they were
uired to partner with two other people.

T dq

 l_onstruction zones

ks

«force three to locker

e
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Lugging around a 26-pound backpack all day leaves
phomore Ashley Minshall worn out by the end of the

| have bruises all over my shoulders,” Minshall said.
I backpacks already ripped twice.”

Now that students are asked to have three to a
1. finding room for textbooks and binders is nearly
possible

It would just be a lot easier if there were class sets
book.” she said. “It would save me a lot of pain.”

Assistant  principal Paul Pennington said there

riginally to be 1,500 lockers available. However,

I were soon taken away, followed by 36 more on the
utheast side of the first floor.

Many lockers were not available for checkout until
¢ second and even third week of school. Construction
heduling did not allow for it.

At one point, temporary lockers were to be brought
] However after the company supplying the lockers
- Jll ¢ prices too high, the school was not able to afford it.
A price was not within Central’s budget.

'he company raised the prices so they were
tificially much too high,” Pennington said. “It was too
uch work for them at the time and they had too many
her things to do.”

The school never received the temporary lockers,
hich would have been located between the second and
ird floors and in the basement near the rifle range.

We even had padlocks ready for the temporary
ckers.” Pennington said. “The school, neither I or Mr.
xten have any control over the problem.”

The school has thought of taking a different

proach to the situation, much like other OPS schools
ive during renovations.
One example is Burke, which did not supply seniors
ith lockers during their renovations. However, Burke
udents are on a block scheduling system, which means
ly four classes are taken a semester. The idea would
ost likely not work as well at Central.

Pennington said he feels bad for the juniors
id seniors who will not get to experience the air
nditioning.

“The students have to go through the different
mstruction phases, but won'’t get to be around when
¢ air conditioning is finally completed and installed,”
‘nnington said. '

Administrator Nicole Regan said she has not heard
hany complaints yet, just small ones such as girls worried
out where their coats will go in the winter.

"We'll cross that bridge when we come to it,” she
fid. “It has not really been an issue quite yet.”

Due to problems in the past, rules on lockers are
ore strict now. Students are not able to pick lockers on
eir own and must sign up for one in their homeroom.

“In previous years, we let students pick out a
cker before the year started and we don't do that
wmore,” Pennington said. “We need to make sure that
contraband is found, the blame is not placed on the
rong person.”

Some Central students, like junior Natalie Bachtell,
' not seem too distraught over the issue.

“It’s not too big of a problem for me, I'm willing
» utilize my locker regardless of the situation, since I
10w things are likely to be stolen without it.” Bachtell
id. “I'm not going to leave valuables in my backpack
I day.”

Another student, sophomore Kaitlin Waterman,
‘lieves the school is making the best of the situation,
en though the problem will continue next year.

“ think they have made the right decision,”
/aterman said. “Some people do not really use their
pcker much, so why not have more to a locker.”

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Omabha Public School (OPS) workers dedicated their time to
put the school back together after moving all the furniture and
supplies out of art room, guidance department, foreign language
classrooms, staff room and nurse’s office.

The crew was in charge of both moves before and after the
summer.

House keeping specialist for OPS Doug Fritz said the
movers were constantly working during the day moving the
school’s items. The average work day for the crew was roughly
12 hours.

The crew was at Central during June and August.

It began after the teachers’ last day last year once the faculty
had finished packing their belongings into boxes. Fritz and his co
workers were the people who moved every box, piece of furni-
ture and computer out of the original rooms into the scheduled
areas for renovations.

Assistant principal Paul Semrad was in charge of where
everything would be moved to. He said his work was so
detailed and thought through that he received compliments
from Hawkins Construction Company and Jacobs Engineering
Group, Inc.

He said he had to be very specific because it was a large
move and he didn’t want problems after the summer, which they
didn't have.

“The only thing that hasn't been found is a video tape that
had to have been in a VCR,” he said. :

In June, Fritz said they moved everything to temporary stor-
age locations in the courtyard, cafeterias, girls locker room, 144,
hallways, various rooms on the first and second floor.

Fritz said the entire purpose was to clear out the rooms for
the installation of air conditioning.

“We would report to Central's office (in the morning) with
two wheelers for everyone (the movers),” Fritz said.

OPS moving crew and Fritz worked on 12 different schools
in the district, but he said Central received most of the atten-
tion.

“In June, we took the library (belongings) out and moved it
upstairs (in the cafeterias),” Fritz said.

Every single library book was placed in a box and the
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Mike Cameron (LEFT) and Bob Hellgren were part of the OPS moving crew that moved furniture over the summer. They are moving
the Coca-Cola machine into the staff room. Moving items back into rooms marked the end of Phase 3B.

Crew moves items back into rooms

shelves were torn off the walls. Fritz and his co workers also
moved the art rooms’ furniture and supplies in the cafeterias and
the connecting hallways on the fourth floor.

The art room is now ready for air conditioning, but before
completion, the crew had to move everything out into the pas-
sage ways on the fourth floor and the cafeterias.

Fritz said when they came back in the summer, the crew had
very tight deadlines.

“It was difficult because the elevator was a juggling act
between us and the construction workers,” Fritz said.

He said his crew had priority for the elevators because the
crew was supposed to have the school put back together before
the first day.

“The elevator shut down a few times too, which didn’t make
it any easier,” Fritz said. -

Many times they had a huddle of chairs around the elevator
door, spending much of their day waiting for it.

The movers were in charge of the courtyard which they
completed on time before freshman orientation.

“Everyone had pressure (to complete the goals),” Fritz
said.

OPS worker Tom Bush who was apart of the crew, said
he cleaned the floors around the third side just in time for the
freshman day.

“We worked 12 hours daily,” Bush said. “They forced us to
work.”

The OPS moving crew’s summer phase came to an end on
Aug. 30.

Principal Jerry Bexten said that moving the teacher’s lounge,
guidance department and classrooms’ items back to the correct
rooms put an end to Phase 3B.

Moving didn’t complete the phase As the crew finished, a
cleaning crew went through each room that was finished. Once
the desks and boxes were moved back, they would wash off the
dust that developed over the summer. ‘

The head engineer at Norris Middle School Greg Gruber
said the cleaning crew that worked on the school was employed
by OPS and are regular custodians at other schools.

While other workers moved heavy oak tables and Coca-
Cola machines on Aug. 30, Gruber braved standing on the win-
dow ledges outside of the guidance department.
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Hawkins Construction Company vice president Dudley Rinaker stands at the Northeast side of the school checking the safety of
the employees and if any materials are needed. He is the Hawkins representative that his workers would come to if there were

any problems on the site.

Hawkins vice president checks on site, employees

BYKATIEBACKNAN

Vice President of Hawkins Construction Company Dudley
Rinaker manages all the construction sites that Hawkins is
affiliated with throughout the city.

His promotion of managing these sites began in early
August of this year. Now he meets at the weekly discussions
with Principal Jerry Bexten and other key people in charge of the
renovation project.

At the meeting he brings problems to the table they are
having on the sites. He usually informs Bexten or the Jacobs
Engineering, Inc. project manager, Terry Page.

From informing both those men, the problem should be
solved. The on site supervisor comes to him with schedule delays
or needed materials are some of the problems that he could
encounter besides schedule issues,

If there is a setting in time problem he has to inform Page
who then talks to subcontractors.

Hawkins is in charge of all the other subcontractors,
Rinaker said.

When he talks to the employees he needs to find out the
reasons why it would be behind and what they need to get back
on schedule.

He said scheduling of the completion dates need to be taken
very seriously, even if it is just tentative. If the date is missed it
will affect the next deadline and the chain of the phases as a
whole, even the ones beyond the Omaha Public Schools project.

“Everyone procrastinates,” Rinaker said. “My job is to bring
them (the contractors) back into focus and finish the job on the

construction site.”

Not only is the time factor an important aspect of the job,
Rinaker has to make sure to keep his crew on task when working
in a school building.

If it has something to do with materials Rinaker said he
would order or find the needed supplies.

Rinaker is not the on-site supervisor because he must
monitor all the other projects and job sites Hawkins bids on and
receives. He said there is an on-site supervisor for each individual
job.

Hawkins works on a number of city projects not dealing
with any school districts. But Papillion High School is a district
that is also receiving the its attention.

“Central gets 75 percent of my time making sure it stays on
track,” Rinaker said.

Meeting the completion deadline with the district is
something he said he wants to achieve in a timely fashion. It
makes him and the company look good for fighting through
obstacles and getting to the end near the estimated deadline.

By doing this, Hawkins can receive more bids.

Rinaker said he planned on being involved in construction
when he went to college. He attended University of Nebraska at
Omaha and earned a degree in construction management.

After he graduated college, he quickly became a construction
worker with Hawkins. As the years passed, he was promoted to
being the vice president, which is where he is today.

He said he doesn’t think construction work is as easy as
some thinks, especially with his job and the management skills
that are required.
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A quick look at some of
the companies that took
part in the renovations

This company was in charge of the
main demolition, additions and reno-
vating inside and around the building.
Hawkins is also in charge of all the
subcontractors working on this site as
well.

BD|R Group

The designers of the renovation project
was provided by this group. It has been
working in with the schools since the
1999 bond issue for renovations.

Heimes

Excavating & Utiities Co.

Heimes was in charge of installing the
plumbing system for the portables. The
job wasn'’t an easy task because it had
to ensure a flawless flow to the sewers

R & SOy

R

Pitlor & Son Inc. is in charge of the
installation of piping for the air-condi-
tioning system in the building.

Y
S

S&WSSFENCE
company

All of the fences constructed around
the building were provided by this
company. Its main goal is to prevent
trespassers from gaining entrance.

ﬂ S e T e W R

MESIDEMTIAL COMMERCIAL

The electrical wiring of all the porta-
bles was completed by this company. It
took roughly three weeks for it to fin-
ish wiring the remaining 24 portables
that were installed this summer.

The concrete that was needed inside
the loading dock and other areas,
either temporary or permanent, was
supplied by this company.

KEHM CONTRACTORS
. OMAHA, NE. :

W

Kehm Contractors are brick layers who
placed the bricks and blocks for the
new additions of the gymnasium and
kitchen.

‘II/
WALDINGER CORPORIDJ
 OMAHA, NEBRASKA
339-2666 ‘

Damaged or dirty boilers were cleaned
and repaired by this company. Since the
school is an older building, this com-
pany repaired the boilers in the
basement that needed maintenance.




One goals of a school is to keep its students and faculty safe. Now with r
people in unsafe surroundings. It’s a struggle for schoo

Administrators
expect fire drill
improvements

BY KATIE BACKMAN

A siren screamed in portable
24 as junior David Fisher rushed
out the door.

In the portables, Fisher said
the fire drill sirens were much
louder than he expected.

Because of  renovations,
administator  Dionne  Kirksey
wanted to practice exiting the
building in a safe and efficient
manner.

The walls built around the
construction zones keep students
and construction workers
separated, but if a fire occurs,
students can exit through the
closed areas.

She said compared to last
year, many of the classes’ fire drill
routes were changed so people
could quickly exit the building and
avoid the construction zones.

In case of a real fire she said
these routes would almost be
ignored and the classes would
leave the building through the
closest exit.

Junior Prestyn Paul " said
he thought there was a lot of
confusion on how to get out of
the school.

There were so many students
attempting to leave by following
the directions posted in the
classroom.

Since it was the first drill, he
said the students and faculty didn't
know exactly where to go and it
caused major traffic problems.

‘It looked like there was only
one exit students were using,”
Paul said.

Principal Jerry Bexten said
some of the classes had to be
redirected when they reached the
first floor because the east side
was closed.

Administrators wanted to
encourage more safety, he said.
Which means if needed the
students could leave through the
closed-off areas in case of a real
fire.

The main doors are unlocked
and can be accessed by the staff
and students.

“The doors are made with
emergency push bars,” Bexten
said. “Which students can pass
through without (the worry of
the doors) being locked.”

He said they have
made sure that all of the
doors will always be
unlocked and cleared
of  construction
tools and
materials.

Kirkseysaid
she did change
the fire drill
exiting
locations
mainly due
to the fact
that there were
28 classes already
planning on leaving
to Davenport Street.

Senior Monique Wilson

said she thinks the drill went

smoothly, but did notice the kids
had to go farther away from
school this year.

She said she didn't notice
overpopulation at school because
the students were spread along so
many streets.

Kirksey said the students go
on 24th, 22nd, 20th, Davenport,
Chicago and Dodge streets.

“We (administration) wanted
to spread the students all around
to prevent traffic when exiting the
building and portables,” Kirksey
said.

She said she thinks the first
fire drill went well and one reason
was that the gates around the
portables were unlocked.

Making sure the gates were
opened was arranged for before
the drill.
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT

enovations in full swing, there are aspects of the day that may put theg
1 and construction personnel to cover all their bases.
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Students, teachers and supervisors have smelled or seen smoke coming from construction zones on school grounds. This is a violation of the school’s Drug Free Zone policy.

Officials s
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BY KATIE BACKMAN

Sophomore Jocelin Ford came to school to see
walls built and fences constructed in and around
the school. At first looking like an obstacle she had
1o overcome, Shc now sces lh(.'r'['l as prccautiuons
keeping her safe.

Program manager Terry Page is in charge of
ensuring safety for the students and faculty.

SMOKING ON THE JOB SITE
Construction workers, who work on
school sites, don’t have any rule books to sign,
but are expected to behave in the same way as
students and faculty, vice president of Hawkins
Construction Company Dudley Rinaker said.
He said there have been reports of construc-
tion workers not following these guidelines.
“Occasionally we receive reports of construc-
tion workers smoking at school,” Rinaker said.
“Hawkins did hire all the subcontractors so we try
hard to keep all the companies in line.”
Sometimes the smell of cigarette smoke is
confused with the scent of welding, Rinaker said.
When a report is filed, Rinaker said he has the
on-site supervisor go the location to try and find
the disruptive construction workers. If a construc-
tion worker who is smoking on school grounds is
found, he could be removed from the job.
Principal Jerry Bexten said he sometimes
wears his hard hat and looks into
the construction zones. He
said he finds cigarette
butts on the floor,
but has never
seen a person
actually
smoking.
_ If he
L saw any-
thing
while

walking in the construction zones he said he
would report it to Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc.
(Jacobs).

This company is in charge of renovations
overall and has the power to remove employees
from the school because they are violating codes
and endangering the school.

“The teachers and students will respond to
the cigarette smoke,” Bexten said.

While traveling to and from the building,
junior Ashley Minnifield said she doesn’t notice
any misbehavior with the construction workers.

She has never seen the construction workers
smoking, but said it was difficult to determine if
smoke was coming from a student or a construc-
tion worker.

Generally, Rinaker said that all his employees
have been pretty good about where they take their
cigarette breaks.

Bexten said if the construction worker really
needed a cigarette break, he would just have to
cross a street instead of violating the policies in
the building.

Dean of students Nicole Regan said that
smoking isn't one of the larger problems at school,
but listening to a radio or cursing on the job dur-
ing the school day is.

Minnifield said hearing the construction
workers listen to the radio doesn’t make her feel
safe.

She has never heard any of the music during
classes, but most of her classes aren’t near con-
struction zones right now.

“They (construction workers) won't pay
enough attention,” she said. “Because of that
things could fall on them or hurt other people.”

Regan said that the employees are asked not
to have loud radios because it disrupts the learning
environment at school.

Junior Adam Cornish said that in one of his
classes he heard the inappropriate language of the
construction workers.

He said the class he was in just ignored it and
he didn’t think about reporting it to administra-
tion.

“I don’t think anyone in my class really cared

. or was offended,” Cornish said. “It was just back-
.: ground noise.”

His instructor in that class, Cornish said,

- didn’t make any comments either.

Bexten said if something unsuitable for an
education environment was seen or heard, then it

should be reported.

y safety top priority

One of the biggest complaints Rinaker said
he receives is about the language of the workers.
Junior Sheila Connor said she hasn’t noticed any-
thing wrong with the construction staff.

“I am not really paying attention though,”
Connor said. “I just go to class and focus on
school.”

She said the only thing that she hears during
her classes are hammering and drilling in the ceil-
ing bellow her. That is the most disturbing thing
she has experienced all year.

“The guys are doing a good job in their work
place,” Rinaker said. “We do follow the normal
procedures of checking up on the construction
workers.”

CONSTRUCTION WORKER RULES

Safety manager with Jacobs Dave D’Eagle
said there are specific procedures the construction
workers must obey when working on the school’s
site.

He said they have to write or give a supervisor
a notice before they are leaving their designated
zone.

“If anyone complains to us (Jacobs employees)
we will take immediate action,” D’Eagle said.

He said he tries to maintain a strong
separation until it is after the school hours.

After school the construction workers can
work outside of patricians.

Sophomore Anthony Gonzalez said he
doesn’t think the construction workers practice
any type of safety outside.

“They never stop driving outside,” Gonzalez
said. “They just keep going even if there are
students in the way.”

Bexten said construction workers are not
supposed to interact with any of the students or
faculty.

Walking to and from classes isnt a problem
for Ford. She said she thinks the construction
workers mind their own business and obey the
rules.

She said she has never heard any students
talking about a problem they had with construction
workers.

As junior Josh Davenport walks from
portables to classrooms, he doesn't have any
problems with construction workers hassling him.

“I walk by construction workers after school
and they stay (focused) with their business,”
Davenport said.

Jacobs wants to avoid all possible problems

A

with interaction of their employees and :
population.

Page said they allow safety cards that st l:g
or faculty can submit if they observed somc hi§
wrong with the school and renovations. ;

“Safety is a big part for Jacobs,” Page s. ¢
go to the building to make sure all the door
locked that are supposed to be.”

Sophomore Brianna Brei said ther
always be problems with safety when therc g
much construction going on. :

“Basically it (construction) is still a dangeg
Brei said. “There can’t be anything done ab.ug
except to get the project done.”

Overall Page said he had two main :
for Central. One was to keep main sepai
of students and construction workers. He =i
hasn’t ever been an issue yet.

Secondly to enforce the use of hard hat:
safety glasses which is OPS and U.S. Deparn
of Labor for Occupational Safety and He:
Administration requirements. _

Page said the school has walls buili §
the hallways to separate the students 'y
construction workers. These walls have doors

are always locked or are connected to an alir8

system. _
Page controls the safety precautions. b
Bexten manages the discipline policy.

This policy has always been in the Stude

Handbook.

Bexten said, now a construction section

added to it.

According to the Student Handbook, entc
construction zones falls under the “leaving
building” or “being in closed areas” section.

A first offense is a parent conference by pl
and one-day suspension.

Bexten said the only way students could
in construction zones is if they are escorted g

approved administration.

“We are not trying to be mean,” Bexten 533,

“but we don’t want anything bad to happen.”

He said there haven't been any problems i§

A

students wandering in construction zones, but 17§

doors have been opened.

The School Board adopted a safety policy !

construction zones, Page said.

It requires people in construction zones
wear a hard hat and safety goggles at all times

Bexten said they are required to wear si3
toed boots.

“I want to avoid all injuries,” Bexten said.

Renovations continue into third year; end of construction process in sighfg

Il CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

switched around at the beginning of the year
didn’t bother him.

He said the ceilings look like they are lower
than in his other classes, but it isn't that big of a
deal to him.

He said one of the rooms that were actually
renovated was the guidance office. The office had
its shelves torn off the walls and ceiling panels
removed. After renovations, the room was freshly
painted, new drywalls and ceiling panels were
installed.

The end of this phase was scheduled for Aug.
8 of this year, but was completed on Aug. 30.

BASEMENT

Program manager Terry Page said the

construction company had to adjust to the lack of
space in the basement.

The ceilings are very low as it is and there
wasn't enough room to lower it.

“The solution was air socks,” Page said. "An
air sock is a heavy fabric material that has vents for
air circulation instead of using ventilation ducts.”

Bexten said there was no other solution. He
said the ceilings were as low they could go.

He said he is still looking into that problem to
see if there can be a different solution.

“The air socks are pretty ugly,” Bexten said.
“They are unsightly and can interfere with the
student’s sight during class.”

Junior Andrew Horton said he doesn’t have a
problem with the air socks, but he did think they

.

were just temporary.

He said the air socks don't distract him from
seeing anything in his culinary class.

The band department also received work, but
it was separate from the renovation bond. Bexten
said OPS maintenance department agreed last
spring to work on the room. It was the only room
to receive new carpet.

Assistant principal Paul Semrad said the
auditorium was used as a storage room. He said
they put computers on every seat with boxes in
between the chairs on the floor.

The other half of the auditorium was used to
store drama department equipment.

“We didn't waste any storage space,” Semrad
said.

ART ROOM

“Again the ceilings were lowered,” Bex!
said. “Ventilation systems were added along W'
new sprinkler systems, similar with all the oth
renovated rooms.”

Junior Dan Crane said initially he didf
notice any changes in the room, but he only "
class in one part of the area.

After a few days he thought that the
classroom ceilings looked lower, but it didn't 10¢
as if it was a problem.

The division walls were taken down

make the renovations easier on the constructt

workers.

conditioning.

Bexten said the room will also be ready tor §
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|dministration res hard to protect students, faculty

Se BY KATIE BACKMAN

junior Amanda Stastny walks out
or portable three class. She walks

masses of students, relying on
Lwchtul eye to keep her safe, the
eillance camera mounted on the
hwest side of the building.
Before each grade level assemblies,
av said she didn't know of the
cra. She said its probably one of the
.r ideas made by the school.
"| feel pretty comfortable,” Stastny
‘people will want to help catch

conc who did something wrong

they can use these cameras.”
Administrator David Andersen
cameras are for the students’ and
lies’ safety at school. He said there
be six to eight internal cameras
lled addidon to a second camera
I\]l‘-
“We have one camera now,”
ersen said. “We should expect the
rs in a month”
Andersen said the second camera
wle should be mounted on the
heast corner of the main building.
We want to provide safety inside
vutside the school,” Andersen said.
The cameras have zoom controls
are set on a tour, but can be taken
course if needed to view a certain
The cameras will be able to
ity the direction if a trespasser was
e 0N campus.
Andersen said when all of the
cras are installed it will only observe
creent of the school’s campus. He
e believes another reasons for the
cras are instances like Columbine,
11 and vandalism.
The sweeping motion of the
ber can stop at each view for a
wr of seconds or minutes.
I'here was talk about purchasing
cameras to make students behave.
ersen said that if they had just a
covering dome without the
i inside would be okay, unless
ng really happened.
He said they chose not to do that

pela

BY JOHN KENDALL

sceurity at Central is  having
little trouble with the extra
nory this year, security guard Mike

Whorter said.
" ‘The biggest change is the 28
-OMR bles.” he said.

He spends more time outside than
dc. sed 1o when he just watched over
th entor parking lot.

e Regardless. he said nothing has
c- B e a problem.

¥ [ think the students and the

ity subconsciously band together,”

. Whorter said. “It works out pretty
He said it is possible that things

E:: ht be different once cold weather
105, ,

I'here could be problems with
> Ml nts wanting to stand outside in
morning, going inside a portable
warm up, and then coming back
side just to repeat that process.

So far it's been running pretty
1CH1h.” he said.

McWhorter said that he and the
¢r security guards just make sure
! there is nothing suspicious going
etween the portables during class
¢, and before and after school.

I'he security staff also checks for
uders, people just hanging out,
ping classes and sneaking around.

‘Right now 1 haven't seen any
pblems that have come up,” he said.

Once the cold weather comes
und.

McWhorter said that the security
it set up some sort of outdoor
ter in one of the portables and tell
dents to dress warmer.

He said that they try to keep
' security officers out around

portables each period, but their
¢dules are ultimately chosen by
Ir supervisor, assistant principal Paul
nington,

Either way, the point is that there
lways someone out monitoring the

="
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Davif! Andgrsafl is one of the administrators who has access to viewing the cameras from his office. He has a computer
monitor with different camera views and a television screen to watch a particular view in a larger size for more detail.

because if a kid was in a fight and
parents thought a camera was watching
them they could use that against them.

“If we just had covers without
cameras, liability issues would occur.”
Andersen said.

Sophomore Brendan Smalls said
he thinks the cameras are an invasion
of his privacy. He said he thinks that
everyone gossips about events that
happen at school, so eventually, the

administration would hear of it.

Since the camera is so far away,
Smalls said the camera wouldnt be
able to distinguish a trespasser from a
student.

“They need to finish work on the
building instead of setting up cameras,”
Smalls said.

Andersen said the cameras are
mainly set up to observe areas with
high student traffic and where there

are not many teachers. Because of the
renovations and portables the cameras
have to go up.

“We're one of the last high schools
to receive a surveillance system,”
Andersen said. :

He said with the cameras he could
save an image and print, burn to a CD,
a VHS tape or e-mail it to the Omaha
Police Department. From then the
department can tell the time, the height

_—
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Security guard Mike McWhorter patrols in between the portables every day. The layout of the buildings makes it tough to

see everything that's going on.

portables.

Even at the turn of the semester
with the change in renovation phases,
McWhorter said he believes security
will be able to handle it.

“Maybe, as time goes on, it could
bring new problems,” he said.

He said that the teachers out in
the portables are good at calling into
the office and reporting troublesome
students.

“The teachers help us out a lot,”
McWhorter said.

Compared to portable traffic,
McWhorter said that the student traffic
inside is much busier.

For the most part, he said it
remains quiet outside.

As for inside the school, he said
that there are obviously certain places

nt i s
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bistant principal Paul Pennington sits in the golf cart that was donated by Dr. Jack

o

that cannot be accessed in the building
even by both the students and the
security.

McWhorter said he finds himself
patrolling mainly the main parts of
the building from the basement to the

 third floor.

“Each period we switch to different
areas,” he said.

Security guard Charles Williams
said with the renovations, security has
to particularly watch the portables and
make sure that students and teachers
can get from the school to the portables
safely.

He also said that along with
the portable classrooms, security has
to watch the outside restrooms to
make sure they stay safe and that only
students and teachers are using them.

between the portables.

coming.”

area is much like a maze.

building.

during their different shifts.

golf cart will help them.”

Assistant principal Paul Pennington accepted a golf
cart as a gift from Dr. Jack Lewis that was at first intended
to be used by security personnel to patrol the areas in

However, since the golf cart is gas-powered, officials
decided it wouldn't work for that purpose.
“It is too loud,” he said. “People would hear it

Initially he wanted something that could fit in
between the tight spaces between the portables, but the

One of his goals was to not only monitor students
who are possibly skipping and hiding around the
portables, but also to make sure no trespassers enter the

Two security guards are assigned outside throughout
the school day to monitor the classes and passing periods
during the day. The cart is supposed to help the guards

“Our security guards are good, but we might not
have the youngest ones on staff,” Pennington said. “This

Senior Ean Garrett said the security guards shouldn’t
be on golf cart, they should be walking, because being on
foot is easier to maneuver around.

Williams said that he has never
really had too much trouble around the
portables, nor has he heard of a lot of
trouble. .

“We had one fight early this year,
but not much other than that,” he said.

With the construction going on,
security must also watch that only
construction workers go into the
building, and not some random person
off of the street.

Williams also said that construction
blocks off the east door, which causes a
lot of congestion around the "C.”

“We still need to work out some
kinks with the 'C,"”” he said.

He said that what he would like
to happen is to see students using one
set of doors to enter the building,
and another set of doors to leave the

of the person and possibly the person’s
dress.

“The cameras store 14 days of
footage,” Andersen said. “After that, it is
erased and the new days are added.”

The cameras will easily record if
there is little to no light, but it doesn’t
record any audio.

Principal Jerry Bexten said the
cameras will be installed in areas
along side the auditorium. He said the
cameras aren't to spy on the kids, but
ensure their safety. He said the system
will be available to administrators,
security station and some secretaries.

Freshman Brittany Winston said
she thinks the cameras are a bad thing
because they are always recording, and
she doesn’t like the feeling of being
watched.

“This isn't your home,” Bexten
said. “It’s a public place and a building
expected to be safe.”

Bexten said it is the same as having
cameras in malls and at banks. It is a
public place that must be monitored
throughout the day.

The school isnt just relying on
cameras, Bexten said the lock the gates
on Davenport Street to keep intruders
wandering into the portable area. Two
security guards also walk around the
portables during class time and passing
periods.

Sophomore Jasmine Elmore said
she likes the idea of cameras.

She said they make her feel
¢omfortable and safe at school.

“Kids need to be alert to someone
(invading the property),” Elmore said.
“Basically there is someone always
behind the scenes .”

Andersen said the cameras would
have an excellent view of the stadium
when it is completed.

They will never be installed in
private places like offices, classrooms or
locker rooms.

“Students who don't like the
cameras are the ones fearful for
breaking rules and getting caught,”
Andersen said.

ccurity guards join new tasks, survey portables during class

building.

He thinks this would help out with
the flow of traffic in and out of the
building.

Williams said that the new security
cameras will eventually help out as
well, which give them an extra eye on
the portables, the porch and Davenport
Street.

“The cameras have a wide view, so
we can see a lot,” he said.

Also with the gym construction,
security has to make sure no students
enter the gym area, and that no
students are allowed to walk around
the building.

“We also have to make sure that no
one is harassed while they are on their
walk,” Williams said.

On the inside, Williams said
that security mainly has to watch to
make sure students do not enter the
construction areas.

He said he does not often have a
problem with students trying to go in
on the two side, but the doors with the
alarms on the one side tend to attract
curious students who will open the

oor.

Williams said he believes that there
isn't much of a difference in patrolling
inside or outside the building.

It is just that their presence is now
needed outside now that the school has
so many students moving in and out of
the building between the school and the
portables.

Williams said that this poses the
main problem with being outside.

“It is hard to patrol skipping,” he
said.

He said that a lot of students will
try to merge with the flow of traffic,
and that this happens a lot with the
gym walks as well.

Williams said he believes that
change in renovated areas will not bring
many new problems.

“It'll be the same traffic,” he said.
“There will just be new people with
new periods.”

lumnus presents administration with tool to keep students safe, help athletic department

BY KATIE BACKMAN Garrett said he likes the security guards, but if they

are too old to stand up for 45 minutes then the school

should hire a new security staff.
Golf cart won't help safety, Garrett said.
“Golf carts can’t hop fences, security guards (on

foot) can,” Garrett said.

Sophomore Krystal Curry said she thinks with the
cart, it will be easier to catch someone. She said it could
protect students.

After testing the cart, Pennington said it will not be

used for security around the portables. Instead it will be
used for athletic purposes.

Pennington said it can carry injured players at

sporting events, transport hurdles, thermoses and other
equipment in its small tailgate.
“Bryan and Burke have carts like ours to help with

sporting events,” Pennington said.

Garrett said the golf cart would help with the
stadium but for right now it is a waste of space and time.
He said at least there is a use for it in the near future, just

not now in between the portables.

teams.

done.”

He thinks it would be good way transport injured
players to the locker room like college and professional

“l am very glad to have the donation,” Pennington
said. “We will use it as much as we can when the field is
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REGISTER YOUR OPINION

DO YOU SEE ANYTHING
DANGEROUS AT SCHOOL

DEALING WITH THE
RENOVATIONS?

“I have smelled construc-
tion workers smoking cigarettes
at school. They shouldn’t be do-
ing that in a school building.”

Greg McDougle (10)

“The dirt blows in my eyes
when I am walking outside of
the building.”

Kara Lambrecht (9)

“Huge trucks just stop out
by the portables. It makes traf-
fic move slower. Someone could
trip or something and fall onto
a forklift.”

Jared Dittman (9)

“The bad fumes that are
in the school probably aren't
good for anyone.”

Krista Killion (9)

“I don't think there is any-
thing wrong with the safety.
They just need to hurry up and
get it done.”

Derrick Russell (10)

“If students disobeyed the
blocked-off hallways, some-
thing could fall on their head
if they went inside. But since
they are blocked off, it makes it
crowded.”

Emily Wence (9)

Y . A 4
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~week procedure. Suburban Electric had four men on site to work out the prob}emg_
d cables had to be handled with care to get this job done quickly and efficiently,

Installing the electricity in the remaining 24 portables was a three
Even though the deadline was just around the corner, the many wires an
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1. Dan Campbell (LEFT) is cutting an electrical wire held by Randy Lavallie with Surburban Electric. The company installed the wooden poles surrounding the portables. 2. A view from a portable, the power’ boxes qn the side connect wire tp of
buildings. 3. Lavallie and co worker Carnell Lambert are looking done the path of the wires to make sure it remains even untangled as the connections are finalized. 4. Lambert is preparing the cablgs for installation to the voltage box which
run through all the 28 portables. 5. Lavallie is pointing to Campbell trying to show him what wire has to be connected to the certain corresponding connection to the voltage box on the ground. The installation process took the crew about t

weeks to complete. Suburban Electric President Paul Cox said they didn’t run into any unexpected problems. 6. Campbell is tightening the wires, Cox said the crew had 360 feet of wiring weighing 1.75 pounds per foot.

Cafeterias, gym classes, computer labs will move to different locatio

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Room 144, west and east cafeteria will no longer
exist after December.

Principal Jerry Bexten said room 445 will be
transtormed into classrooms and an office. Room 435
will be switched to two computer labs.

The cafeteria will be moved to room 144, which is
receiving a new kitchen addition.

Assistant principal Paul Semrad said fourth floor
will not be open until April 30, 2004 the end of Phase
6A. The cafeteria is scheduled to open on Dec. 19.

“There will no longer be any eating or studying in
those rooms (cafeterias),” Semrad said.

Freshman Maria Harris said she thinks it will be a
good thing if there is enough room for all the students
who will take the courses in the new computer labs
and classrooms upstairs.

A problem with her study hall classes is when
people try to leave the floor all at once.

She said the doors are to small for all of the
students trying to exit.

“I slipped down those stairs so much because
people are so pushy,” Harris said.

Semrad said that is why he has been planning the

new equipment.

She said she has to see it to believe it. When the
renovations began by adding a new kitchen to the
building it was unrealistic to her.

She said everything will be better for the school,
easier to use and energy efficient.

Semrad said none of the computers in the
building will be moved upstairs until the rooms are
completely renovated.

One of the goals, Semrad said was to moved the
computer labs from the basement to the upstairs.

He said it would be easier if the computer labs
were all closer together.

Network administrator Dave Reinhart said that
he doesn't fully know where the computers room will
be located in the end.

He said he has heard different things in the
beginning of the phases.

He will just wait and see where all the labs end
up.

Junior Joel Vidlak said the move is a good idea
because at the beginning of the year he couldn't really
find the classrooms.

“They (computer labs) are in good condition,”
Vidlak said. “It would just be ecasier if they were

the upper level.

Aerobic teacher Lisa Studer said there will fir
be more room to do the exercises in her clu
because they won't have to share a gym.

Studer said not only are they receiving o
gym, but she also ordered 40 more steps for stepr
exercises.

She also hopes to fund raise or have a donat
of 20 spinning bikes.

“It's going to be really nice in there,” Sw
said.

Sophomore Ashley Greenwood had aerobics
year and remembers how sharing the gym with
weight room would always distract her learning

She sees the other side of it being in weight
ing this year and attempting to ignore the music I
aerobics.

“It will be a good thing because we (the cla

won't hear each other,” Greenwood said.

The information of a new gym didn't impacy

the students.
Junior Brianna McLaren said that she didn't

care about the noise when she was in aerobics
fact the class is getting a new gym isn't that imp?

sive to her.

y |
schedule of the renovations to ensure that students upstairs.” The gym in room 144 is a large room, but Wl
and teachers are informed of all of the changes. To make passing periods easier, with the it is cutin half students can get cramped.

He said he tries to communicate to the staff to  classrooms on the fourth floor, portables will be Sophomore McKayla Clark said she thinks
limit confusion later. eliminated when renovations are completed. new room is good because her class has 35 stul

“The move happens during winter break,” “The four portables we had last year weren't a  trying to exercise in that space, ;
Semrad said. “We (faculty) are trying to get students  cause of renovations,” Semrad said. “It was because Mirrors were supposed to cover an entire wa
to remember this before they come back to school.” we didn't have room for the classes.” the gym, but now Studer said that is being debated

Harris said when the students come back they Freshman Terrence Hall said without the She said she would share that gym with the w
probably won't remember and they will just have to portables students will be able to make it to class on tling team and the mirrors would distract them
adjust to the changes. time. were floor to ceilings. :

She said if students think about the changes at He said the school building is large, but a lot She said she would like it if the mirrors were ¢
schoql. they should be happy because it is making the  of kids try to exit and enter the building for the a couple of feet tall so when she teaches steps she 8
building a bEItL‘I“ place. portables. face the same direction as the students.

Manager of the food services at school Jodi Smith The cafeteria will be changed entirely. The While looking in the mirrors seeing if every -
said dulring the winter break they will be moving kitchen upstairs will not look the same it does now. is keeping up with her. B

PHOTO BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER  cverything out of the kitchen. Most of the stuff they Gym classes in room 144 will be moved to the Clark said the mirrors would be a good ber88 th
are moving out will not be placed downstairs. |

Network administrator David Reinhart sits in the computer lab, which is cur-
rently still functional. The computer labs will be moved during the beginning of
Phase 6A on Dec. 26.

“"We (kitchen staff) are getting new stoves and
equipment,” Smith said. “Also a brand new kitchen.”
After 15 years, Smith said she finally will have

new gym addition. Semrad said it should be complete
by Oct. 17,

He said aerobic classes are in the basement that is
room 080 and the new weight room is in 070, which is

h ) B

because it will help the students keep up and o/

the instructors lead when doing some exercises.

“Everything planned on with the school has ¢ "

as planned,” Semrad said.
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 his eyes if he looked at it directly.

PHOTO BY KATIE BACKMAN/REGISTER
bam fitter and welder Jim Mitzlaff describes the old units
t were used for heating. The company he works with is
he process of replacing these machines.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Pitlor and Son, Inc. (PSI) is the company that is in charge
of installing the air conditioning throughout the entire
building,

The company began working on the school before 2001
to see what was needed before starting the installation. Jim
Mitzlaff supervisors of the company said the blueprints that
we given to him by the contractors and engineers looked
simple, but were deceiving.

“The blueprints had four lines that were going straight
around the building,” Mitzlaff said. “But the blueprints didn't
show the holes they (PSI) had to make in the walls.”

He said what made this job with the school difficult is the
different chases, which in the school’s case are basically brick
tunnels that served as ventilation ducts and were built with
some of the original construction,

In some parts of the building during recent renovations,
construction companies tried to add metal duct work in place
of these shafts. He said his company just hammered down the
metal vents and installed their piping over it.

Before the piping was placed, Hawkins Construction
Company cut square holes into the walls for the pipes, but in
some areas of the school Mitzlaff said there are gaps between
the brick shafts along the walls and ceilings.

“Support beams were placed in the holes of the wall,”
he said. “If they weren't there the floor above could cave in

because we cut holes out of the ceilings.”

When the brick was cut and hammered out, he said most
of it fell into the old dampers in the east fan rooms. Which
doesn’t cause any technical problems, just a mess.

“There’s simply a lot of brick in this building,” Mitzlaff
said.

The school has more than 20,000 feet of pipes installed
by PSI employees.

The pipes are for chilled and heated water. For heat the
water is steamed and forced through circulating pumps that
will travel along all the ventilation to heat the building.

“Hopetully we will have a ‘good heating system set up
before February,” Mitzlaff \ald “The students will probably
be freezing durm@, the winter.’

The cooling system works similarly, except the waterisn't
steaming, but is maintained at a temperature 45 degrees.

Welder and steam fitter for Pitlor and Son, Inc. Tom
Bartley said it is important for there not to be any leaks in the
pipes they weld and cut together. He said he went to a local
union and passed a test on welding pipes.

“I work nine hours a day six days a week welding pipes
all day,” Bartley said.

PSI has 17 steam fitters or welders and two plumbers
working on the site.

Mitzlaff said the piping will be complete on in the
basement, first and second floor on the east side by Dec. 19.

The areas that he said are complete are the art room and
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WORKING HARD TO KEEP IT COOL

Pitlor and Son, Inc. cut, welded and installed many feet of piping for air conditioning and /)eczz‘zng inside the buz/dzng
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ALL PHOTOS BY ROB HUNTER/REGISTER

Ronnie Bonin Pitlor and Son Inc. (PSI) uses a torch to cut through the pipes. The black piping is used for the air conditioning that will carry cold water to the processors. 2. Bonin is looking at the elbow piping and scratching a test line on where
will make the cut. This tool is different than the torch, because it does not melt the metals together. 3. Bonin continues his precision welding on different shapes of pipes because it has to bend a fit according to the locations in the building. 4.
ifferent angle of Bonin’s welds he makes on the pipes he works around the different bends and successfully completing the tasks he could while he was away from Texas. 5. He has to wear the protective mask because the light would dam-

ompany works hard mstalls heating, cooling pipes; air conditioning closer to being used

the library is almost done, but it has to be linked back to the
main fan rooms.

“We skipped the entire third floor,” Mitzlaft said.

Due to the students at school he said the company has
to hop around the building and work behind the designated
construction zones.

He said according to the schedule, he is supposed to be
done at Central by the spring of 2004.

By the time of completion, each classroom will have
updated heating and cooling systems. Each room will have
its own blower coil and depending on the size, it could have
two.

A blower coil looks like a rectangular air-conditioning
unit suspended from the ceiling. Suspended ceilings with
panels will cover up all of the piping and other system
equipment.

“The ceilings were 12 feet tall,” Mitzlaff said. "After this
(renovation) they will be 9.6 feet tall.”

PSI was also in charge of the plumbing and the water
systems for the new kitchen. The heaters and coolers are
different than the ventilation system for the school because
that water is treated.

With a building this size and this old Mitzlaff’ said he
didn’t expect all of the minor details.

With the heating and cooling pipes that travel
throughout the building, some of them require a box form
built around them.

5 BY BRYAN SWOTEK

) “Parking is definitely a problem,” Principal
1y Bexten said.

Bexten said the senior parking lot helps
ne, but does not solve the problem.

Shortly after school began, there was a
wing for a senior parking lot which sits behind
' portables.

But not all seniors were given spots in the
and that left juniors and some sophomores left
bndering where to park.

To answer that question, many students
ne to school early, very early, which got them
pot, but did not guarantee entrance in to the
Iding.

Junior Michelle Inzauro gets to school at 6
he morning.

She pulls into a spot and instead of turning
the ignition, she gets comfortable.

“I have been bringing a blanket to school for
ut a week,” Inzauro said.

In the morning, Inzauro reclines her drivers
tand falls asleep until about 6:30 a.m., that's

when she goes into the building and sits with her
friends for a early morning breakfast.

Bexten said that some of the parking went
to the construction workers who are working on
the school.

“About 80 spots were purchased so that they
could park there,” Bexten said.

Inzauro said that is a waste of parking.

“Yeah, they are working on the school, but I
don'’t think that they need to park there,” Inzauro
said.

Sophomore Brandon Nazeck said that he
does not get here until 6:45 a.m. and he gets a
close spot, even though at that time he is cutting
it close.

“I usually get close and park on Chicago
Street,” said Nazeck.

But sometimes he does not get that lucky,
and has to walk a little bit before he gets to
school.

“Sometimes | have to park on the other
side of the interstate over by Creighton since the
parking is so bad,” said Nazeck.

Junior Stephanie Simmons said that the

senior parking lot did not help the situation at all
and that the parking mess is not going away.

“I usually get here between 6:20 and 6:40
a.m. for a spot and I think I get a decent one,”
Simmons said.

She said she thinks that she gets here early
enough that the parking is not a problem and
when she gets here, she can just go inside the
building. But having a good parking spot does
not mean that the car is safe.

“My car was side-swiped and all [ got was a
note that said ‘Sorry for hitting your car,” which
really sucked,” Inzauro said.

Both Simmons and Inzauro have had
altercations with other drivers.

“I got a ticket for parking just three inches
into a no-parking zone. Three inches,” Simmons
said.

It is apparent that the school has parking
problems and Nazeck said that he thinks that he
knows one way that would help.

Ftudents have to wake up early to find parking, due to shortages caused by school construction

PHOTO BY MIKE SMITH/REGISTER

“If all of the classes had an individual parking Junior Lamar Davis has to get to school early in the morning to get the coveted Davenport

lot then it would not be a problem,” N.Vuk said.
“Everyone would know where to go.’

Y e A

Street parking spot.
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Central has gone through many changes over the years. Its rich
in the state. People look back with a great sense of pride about

going. On the opposite page is a brief look at how the building h
order, of some of the renovations
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history is very much a part of the tradition of the largest lf.ligh schy
where this school has been and look ahead to where this schog|;
as changed, along with a few brief descriptions, in chronologi
that have occurred over the years. |

| PhOTO COURTESY OF NEBRASKA HISTORICAL FOUNDA

Central is known for having a wide-variety of clubs. The above photo shows the Engineering Club that helped build the steps on the building when Dodge Street was lowered in 1920. The club was a part of ROTC. The steps, which were ac§
when the 20-foot drop was made to level Dodge Street, are still there today.

Alumna, faculty reflect on rich history of largest high school 1n staf

BY BRYAN SWOTEK

The building is almost unrecognizable to
some students who graduated as the class of
1977, but some teachers adjusted over time.

Elizabeth McNichols is the Central High
foundation president and is an alumna from the
class of 1977. She has seen many faces change at
school and even the building itself.

The building is quite different now, even
with the pastimes students did during the
school day.

“When I was at Central, the big thing was
stripping the vines off of the walls in the court-
yard,’ McNichols said.

The ceiling in the courtyard was still open
when she went here, and it didn’t protect the
students from nature.

In the winter she said she remembers
playing freeze tag in the snow with then prin-
cipal Gaylord Moeller. But this wasn't generally
allowed during the season.

Even though the courtyard wasn't suppose
to allow students inside during this time she said
she remembers him letting them go play in the
SNOW.

“He probably wouldn't remember that, but
1 do,” she said.

Latin teacher Rita Ryan began teaching in
1971.

She has seen the building transform, but
the most memorable one was the ceiling added
to the courtyard.

“The floor used to be dirt and there were
maybe four marble benches, that was it,” Ryan
said.

While the roof wasn't installed, she said
she remembers students rushing across the area
trying to escape the cold and get to their classes
quickly

Con it 1oy this, she said it will

DO Hdid

tudents, but everyone should be

D) ) I

able to get through these kinds of obstacles.

Once the courtyard was covered, the sup-
port beams were installed by using helicopters.
She said it was done during school and remem-
bers hearing the loud noises during her lessons
in class.

After the courtyard was covered, the next
aspect of the building that had to be changed
was the wooden hall lockers.

“They were big wooden lockers that every-
one put their stuff in,” Ryan said.

During the renovations of the hall lockers
she said the construction workers found old
memorabilia.

Items varied from tickets and invitations to
dances dated back to the 1900s and early 1920s.

“They found the little beanies that fresh-
man wore below those lockers also,” Ryan said.

Renovations outside of the building remind
McNichols how the school is different.

The surrounding area of the school was
different. She said there wasn't a lot of green
space because everything was empty except a
parking lot to the west.

There were also no trees in the area.

McNichols said that there was a tree-plant-
ing program while she awended Central and
that is how the campus got trees onto the prop-
erty.

Much like today, there was also no practice
field, 22nd Street was still in existence and there
were many buildings surrounding the school.

“My grandmother lived in one of the
houses that was across the street and 1 always
liked the area,” McNichols said.

She said that there were also many apart-
ment buildings and other unique houses cover-
ing the area but were torn down for business
development.

Ryan said that one of the past years, the
entire building was being sandblasted and new
windows were being put in, all while school was
stll in session.

The stairwells used to have designated rest-
rooms for the boys and girls because they were
on the landings.

But that was then, this is now. Now, stu-
dents have bigger things to worry about.

“I really sympathize for the students at
that school,” McNichols said. “It just gets so hot
inside that school, and it is so over crowded.”

McNichols said that she thought that stu-
dents had it bad in 1977, but that perception has
changed due to what she has recently seen.

McNichols also commented on this year's
location of the homecoming dance.

“Yeah, it is a tradition to have homecoming
at school,” she said. “When I was in school there
wasn't a homecoming, so traditions are meant
to be broken,” she said.

McNichols said that she is definitely look-
ing forward to the new field. She said that it
looks like it is going to be used for a variety of
things.

“Since I was a Latin student, I can definire-
ly see the chariot races going around the track,”
she said.

The renovation project that has been hap-
pening since 2001, Ryan said is the largest proj-
ect she has ever seen at school.

“It is the biggest, but it is also a pain hav-
ing to run in and out of portables,” she said. "It
gives teachers a lot less time to plan.”

Most of her teaching is done in a portable
but she said she has had to change rooms many
nmes.

“My room used to be in what is now Mr.
Bexten's office,” she said. “I remember when
there was a tunnel that connected the courtyard
to outside and I heard small tractors going in
and our all day.”

Ryan has been teaching here for 32 years,
Spanish teacher Vickie Anderson has been here
since the fall of 1969.

She has always taught Spanish and vividly
remembers the changes the school has under-

gone. The courtyard being covered was also the
most important thing she remembers.

Anderson said that in the winter the court-
yard would be closed and since the doors did
not fit very well at the time, the cold air that
came in through the courtyard would blow
through the hallways and make the building
really cold.

She also said that before the courtyard was
covered, there were rarely days that the heat
was unbearable.

“The windows above the lockers used to
open and that created a cross-breeze through-
out the entire school,” Anderson said. “We
rarely ever had heat days.”

Besides the ending of segregated stairwells
and the relocation of bathrooms, Anderson
recalls some of the other changes that took
place,

“I remember when the swimming pool
was supposed to be where the band room is,”
she said.

At that time, Anderson said that the band
room was just a big cement room with horrible
acoustics.

“Later down the line they redid the band
room to make it more fitting for a band,” she
said.

She said that there was a smokestack that
sat next to the faculty lot on the west side of the
building.

“The smokestack was used to heat the
school,” Anderson said. “When they stopped
using the smokestack, they once used the custo-
dial work room as a boiler room, some of them
still call it the boiler room.”

Like Ryan, Anderson has also had to relo-
cate her room many times. She said that the
was once teaching in what is now the counsel-
ors office and that her now room, was used for
something a little more private,

“My room, 127, used to be the women's
faculty restroom, very comforting,” she said.

Anderson also pointed out how 8
times the ceiling was lowered over the vea ;
air-condition the building,

“The ceiling was lowered twice, aboig
inches per time,” she said.

Think the renovation project looks I'§
big mess? Anderson said she thinks that 1015
as dense as it looks. Most of the work is {08
conditioning,

She said that all of the construction i
erally taking place outside and in the new ¢
tion to the school, which Anderson has
emotions about.

“I am reserving judgement on the nev
eteria right now, it all seems like it is going !
a little crowded,” she said.

The cafeteria was described to her and
said it sounds like it will be small, but the
benefit is for the cafeteria staff.

She said that she was told that the cafe!
will have the same area as the old gym. »
she said does not seem like it would It
adequate size for students.

“The fact that the cafeterias are all &
to be close together, the food delivery wi'
much easier on the cafeteria staff,” she said

She said that the new extension t©
north side of the building seems to stick
from the rest of the building,

Anderson said that it takes away trom
symmetry of the original building and that
members have always been worried about
ruption of the building.

“When they put new windows in, the'
really wanted to make sure the building
unharmed, and we did not want the wind
to take away form the look of the building.
said.

One thing that all of these women
agree on is that this is the biggest renov®
that Central has ever undergone.

“Besides rebuilding everything, this
biggest change the building has had,” she 3



HA CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

-_— = — ———

1897 ” 1975

e

2003 KITCHEN ADDITION

THE REGISTER RENOVATIONS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2003 _

S51E

THE CHANGING FACES OF CENTRAL

AENOVATIONS TIMELINE

1. 1857- The territorial capitol sat where the building is now.
Land donated by Legislature in 1869 on the condition that it
would be used for a high school. It was never used for a school
and was declared unsafe and torn down in 1870 to make way for
new building

1870- The red brick building was built on a ten-acre campus and
was a source of pride for Omaha residents.

1876- Lights were installed in the tower on July 4, which gave the
school and Omaha its first demonstration of electric lights.

2. 1887- Omaha High School completed in 1871. A 150-foot spire
in the center of the building was built.

3. 1900- Plans for new Omaha High. Inadequate ventilation was
a threat to the health of teachers and students and the president
of the School Board wrote in favor of building a larger building
in the same spot. The new building was constructed around the
old tower.

1907- During construction classes were held in the old tower
and the building was constructed side by side. When a side was
finished, classes began in the rooms that were completed.

1912-Before the North side of the new building was completed
in 1912, the tower was torn down. When the north side was
built, the area where the tower stood was converted into the

courtyard.

1920- In result of petitions from motorists, the grade of Dodge
Street was lowered 20 feet and the angle of the hill was made
more level. New stairs were added to Central High to present
the grounds.

1926- The first cheerleading team is formed consisting of only
four men. More after- school activities followed including
ROTC, band, a basketball and a football team.

4. 1930- After the lowering of Dodge Street in 1920, the School
Board approved the addition of the gym wing and the audito-
rium wing to the north side in 1925. The addition was complete
in 1930 giving Central what is now the old gym and the audito-
rium wing,.

6. lQ?(ﬁlﬁ;ougH 1975- Major renovations took [;lacé in the build-
ing. Roof repair and much of the plumbing was fixed. The fire
department required that the school added fire doors to the
building.

1977- The courtyard was bricked in and the new gym was added.
The gym was not completed until 1979 and during that time, the
smokestack that sat on the west side of the building and supplied
the buildings heat, was knocked down.

1980- Courtyard was covered and the construction took place
while classes were in session. Helicopters lowered the steel
beams that were used for support into the courtyard, which has
remained the same ever since.

1982- Windows were replaced along with lights. Workers also
refinished the woodwork and they updated the electrical system.
Carpet was installed and the wooden lockers were removed.

7. 2001 through 2004- A major overhall to the electrical system,
installation of air conditioning which includes piping and duct
work was complete. Major additions of a gym and a kitchen
were completed. The fourth floor will be renovated to hold two
computer labs and seven more class rooms. Among many other
changes to the building.

m PHOTOS COURTESY OF DOUGLAS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM
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ck Campbell is a Hawkins employee and his grandfather worked on renovations on the building in the early 1900s. Dur-
the summer, Campbell built the partitions that are on the second floor, first side.

BY KATIE BACKMAN

Brock Campbell, a construction worker with Hawkins
Construction Company, walked into the school to see some
of the original renovations completed by his grandfather in
the 1900s.

He said his grandfather worked around 1910 on the
original woodwork, auditorium and windows. Some of his
grandfather’s carpentry is still functioning at the school.

The windows had to be replaced years ago for installa-
tion and technology purposes.

The original work is actually captured in photographs
he said his mother has on what his grandfather completed

“It’s kind of ironic,” Campbell said. “Me his grandson
is working on the same building he did almost 100 years
later.”

Campbell said when his grandfather worked in con-
struction, it was much harder because he did all the labor
with his hands. Everything was manual labor. The average
workday was 12-14 hours. Now Campbell said he works 8
hours a day at the school site.

The average workday for Campbell could vary depend-
ing on the project he is working on which may be slightly
over 10 hours.

Construction and carpentry interest has been running
in the family for generations. He said his grandfather, him-
self, his two sons and his own grandson partake in a form of
construction.

Now Campbell is 55 years old and he has been doing
construction for 35 years. Campbell once owned his own
business for 18 years, but he said he plans on doing construc-
tion for four more years.

“I've changed history and buildings all over the United
States,” Campbell said.

The school is the only current job he is working on and
he said he would remember it when he is finished. He said

Hawkins construction worker shares renovation history with grandfather

when the renovations are done, he will have a huge sense of
pride in what he accomplished.

He has done work in the cafeterias, gymnasiums and
installed equipment for air conditioning.

“Central high school is a big thing,” Campbell said. “My
dad worked at OPS (Omaha Public Schools), my brother
works at this school, and my grandpa help renovate it.”

His brother and day shift engineer, Mike Campbell
said it is nice that he works in the same building with his
brother.

“When Hawkins told me he was going to be working
here,” Mike said. “It kind of threw me off.”

Mike said he got into the district by his dad being
involved with maintenance and recommended the job to
him. He has been at Central for 14 years.

He is not only working at the place his grandfather did,
but also works where his brother is.

During lunch breaks, Mike said is mainly the only time
he sees his brother.

With the two working here at the same time since the
start of renovations, Mike said they do see and talk to each
other more.

Campbell said he hopes the tradition will stay in the
family for many years. He said his younger son owns a busi-
ness in town that his older son also works with. During the
summer his grandson comes to visit and works construc-
tion.

“I think it is very possible to have a chain,” Campbell
said. “To have grandson in construction working on the
school years later saying that his grandfather and great-great
grandfather worked on the same building.”

With the outcome product of the renovations he said
he would be very satisfied with it. He said it is he making his
mark on the school for his generation.

“I am taking a part in history and changing it too,”
Campbell said.
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With the fourth phase of renovations almost completed,

many dramatic changes are just ar

An artist’s rendition of what Central’s new stadium shows how it will fit in with the surrounding buildings.

Renovation officials postpone stadium due to conflicts with constructiog:

BY MIKE SMITH

Construction on the new stadium has not started, yet.

Principal Jerry Bexten said that the completion date
for the new stadium has been delayed from August 2004 to
August 2005, adding up to a one year delay for students.

Construction hasn't began because of the renovations
happening at the school. He said that the addition to the
gymnasium and the kitchen take up the working space
needed for the stadium.

He said the school’s main priority is to meet its deadline
with the 1999 Bond Project that provides for the renovations.

Sophomore Joseph Wallace said he will be happy when
the stadium is finally constructed and able to hold sporting
events,

“1look forward to when we will have one (a stadium) and
when the construction of it is finally done,” Wallace said.

Bexten said that Peter Kiewit and Son are in charge of
the construction that is scheduled to occur for the stadium.
Peter Kiewit and Son then hired Anderson Excavating Co. to

demolish the Creighton building once located on Davenport
Street.

Apartment complexes were also torn down for this
project.

Hawkins Construction Company, which is doing the
renovation on the school, had a conflict with Kiewit's plans to
tear Davenport Street up during the summer.

If this construction began, it would close off Davenport
Street.

Bexten said if that were the case, Hawkins would have
no way of getting equipment, trucks or supplies near the
building.

“Preliminary discussions were discussed and the
stadium’s construction was postponed a year,” Bexten said.

The stadium delay won't slow down renovations at
school, but junior Natalie Bachtell said she is upset that it
won't be built now because she may not have the chance to
experience the development while she is a student at school.

“I wish that we would have had the stadium,” Bachtell
said.
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She said even though she won't be a student she is glad
that it won't slow down the construction here.

The renovation project seems to already be behind
schedule.

“It would cause a lot more congestion,” Bachtell said.

ound the corner. 1
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the delay, but knows that it is part of the process.

“The juniors lost it because of the delay, and the b
to Conestoga for practice is also a disappointment i1
football players,” McMenamin said. ¢ F

Assistant principal and athletic director Paul Penrin:

Classrooms switch before, atter
winter recess; new phases begin

BY KATIE BACKMAN

The future for renovations will begin after the
phases that are in progress are completed. Dec. 19
will begin furure phases.

After that date there will only be five
more phases until renovations will be officially
completed. The last phases invade larger parts of
the school, such as the fourth floor, courtyard and
auditorium.

Principal Jerry Bexten said in December Phase
6A, which is the fourth floor cafeterias and phase
6B, the three and four sides of the second floor are
scheduled to begin.

Junior Mindy Sotello said she thinks when
everything at school is complete it will allow the
school to perform bertter traffic flow and even
academically,

He said renovations for the second floor are
to install duct work, update the sprinkler system
and upgrade the electricity. The fourth floor
cafeterias will be fully renovated into classrooms
and computer labs.

These two phases should be completed at the
end of May. Bexten said the goal is for the rooms
to be functional by the time of the 2004 to 2005
school year.

By June 7 of 2004, renovations will start on
the main office. The renovations in that room
should be completed before school starts in August
2004. Along with the main office, the courtyard
and the auditorium are scheduled in Phase 7A.

To install efficient air conditioning in the
courtyard Bexten said he doesn't know what the
construction companies plan on doing yet.

Sophomore Hannah Andahl said she thinks
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the construction workers should begin work on
the courtyard earlier than June. She said there
needs to be extra time in case the project runs
behind again.

“If we didn't have a courtyard in time,
everyone would have to eat in the cafeteria,”
Andahl said.

Along with this phase, the science labs on the
fourth floor are to be renovated by lowering the
ceiling that means it will receive new paneling.
Sotello said the rooms are so bad that it almost
distracts with her learning,

“The paint is pealing off the walls, the ceiling
is old,” she said. "It needs to be cleaned.”

The auditorium will be receiving the basic
renovations of duct work, sprinkler system and
electrical improvements with the stage but that
is it.

“The seats won't be new,” Bexten said. “The
chairs have recently been redone about 10 to 15
years ago.”

Sotello said the auditorium should have better
seating made for the school. It can't even seat the
entire student body.

To prevent the need for new seating, Bexten
said they will protect the chairs during the
summer. The auditorium will also be adding more
mechanical equipment above the stage as well.

“This entire phase should be completed in
middle August of next year,” he said.

With the old gym being remodeled into a
new gym, Bexten said they scheduled bathrooms
to be installed.

“We (the school) are going to be removing the
basketball hoops and bleachers,” he said. “So it is
going to look a bit different.”

“We (the school) don't need any more of that.” said that he wished that we had a stadium sooner - ;:

Without a practice field or a stadium, junior Katie we would not have to bus so many students to gans ‘
Krance, who is on the cross-country team, has no place practices. >
to run. She said she thinks that the idea of the stadium is “I hope that they speed up the construction of the o

pointless. so that it is ready on opening day,” Pennington said. }?‘

“I think that people need to stick to their schedules,” Pennington said that the stadium’s construction S s

Krance said. continue again in April 2004. . ; e i
Even though she has no place to run, she agrees with He said he hopes that when 150 teacher parking spoe 'li
finishing one mess at a time, which is the school. taken away sometime in April, the problem can be solvci] d

Because she said she thinks the school’s renovations are He said despite all the delays, the school will I ‘

more of a necessity than building a stadium. She has already  stadium and that’s the goal. e

had to adjust to the practice field being gone. It will be a place where the teams can play home w :;Jj

“They (construction companies) need to finish what they  that are actually near the school. i

started and then move on to another project,” Krance said. He said that if Creighton University’s Stadium cou S8 ¢

Head football coach Joe McMenamin is disappointed in  put up that fast, then Central’s shouldn’t have a problcm 2 orz

) L

“1

: : dex

dl

Pr

en

. he

e,

Many second floor classes (BELOW) are switching locations at semester. The rooms in orange on the right are moving s;

to the first floor due to construction areas moving. The construction companies have finished their work on the first Ehe

floor and are now moving to the second. ¥
W
If you have a class in one of the rooms below, your class will be moving between October and January. o
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