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BY ZACH PLUHACEK 

lhe eight panel members went to 

Ilclliday Inn Central ballroom on 

1.2 ready to work out t~e future of 

I .1', children. 

I~ " t when they sat down at the front 

room, they realized the packed 

aud ience was already 

working things out 

in its own way. 

Many of 

the panelists had 

forseen an Omaha 

divided between 

blacks and whites, 

and rich and poor­

completely unable 

to work togethet 

they had 

chairman 

'w education commi ttee, sat next 

I' )maha Publi c Schools (OPS) 

n ntcndent Dr. John Mackie! at 

, nrer of a long table, overlooking a 

,i that just wouldn't take no for an 

"Jl(inued to One City on Page 5 

evolv.er 

und on 

resh.man 
BY MOLLY MULLEN 

. ,\i, ll/Ie rharlged to protert identity 

Within minutes of receiving the tip, 

Ircshman's gun was confiscated and 

,tudcnt was arrested . 

On Fri. Jan. 20, an unloaded .38 

r pi stol was found in the possession 

Student. 

.. r wouldn't be surprised if it was 

within five minutes," Principal 

Bexten said. 

III a si tuation like th is Bexten said 

t important to inform him right 

\ ~ hat was important was getting 

pol i c ~ involved, and gening the gu~ 

,l the school, which they did. 

"Our administration acts 

,cdiately," he said. 

THE EVENT 

TIl t student had indicated to 

t principal Dr. Keith Bigsby that 

I.ld not intended to harm anyone with 

IV capon, Bexten said . It was probably 

Continued to Gun on,P:age 3 

NATIONAl. PACEMAKER AWARD WINNER 

"Wher she told everyone she was lea~ing, we all cried. She inspired me to never give 

up. Having to go to her class every day made me want to come to school?' 

Samone Starks I s~Phomore, child development class 

PHOTOS BT CLAY LOMNE11IIREGISTER 

Family and consumer science teacher Kelll Priebe explains what It Is like to go through radlaUon and chemotherapy. She said both made her Ured and sick and she was not sure If she 
wanted to pursue them as options again. When she received radiation for Iymphnodlc cancer, It resuned In sores and bums on her neck. (BELOW) Priebe has to take medication to help 

boost her immune system every night. She does this along with draining the fluid that has Collected In her lungs. . 

LIVING IN THE MOMENT 
BY MOI.LY MUI.tEN 

She said it has gotten so bad she has to drain fluid from her 

lungs every day. She can't even walk around her house very long 

without losing breath. 

"[ look for little pockets of time when I can do some work;' 

she said. 

She continues to 
battle cancer after 

leaving Central 

She learned from her doctor in late November the 

cancer that started out as melanoma had s pr ~a d to her righ t 

~ ~ . 

"He pretty much told me the next two or three months 

I couldn't work;' she said. 

She was hoping to last the semester, but her lung was 

filling with fluid and she had to get it d rained . 

Family and consumer science teacher Kelli Priebe rook her 

last day at school Fri. Dec. 9. After over 30 years 'of teaching in and 

out of Omaha Public Schools, she decided to take some time for 

herself. 

She has been battl ing cancer for fo ur years a~ d said she needed 

this time to look at her options. 

Priebe asked Princi pal Jerry Bexten to make a small 

announcement about it during teacher meetings. 

She said she has tried to be pretty open with her 

students and staff . . 

"I don't believe in hiding," she said. "Even if you're 

Continued to Pr1ebe on Page 3 

Collection taken up after death of staff member 
Staffcomes together 

to help family with 

loss, funeral costs 
BY ZACH PLU HACEK 

The cafeteria personnel stood in a circle in th e 

kitchen on Jan. 9, silently listening to a counselor 

tal k to them about how to handle their loss. 

Cafeteria worker Thelma ' H aywood, a beloved 

member of the staff. had passed away earliet in th e 

morning. 

Cafeteria manager Jodi Smith had known 

H aywood for nearly 12 years as both a close friend 

and as a coworke r. 

She was ab sent when the news arrived, but 

when she returned to school on Tuesday, she could 

tell how the staff was handling it. 

"It was quiet;' she said." It was a surprise, you 

know. It just happened .. . too su d de ~ :' 

Sandy Bornhoft, the backup manager th at day, 

received in formation that Haywood had a heart 

attack early Monday morning in the arms of her 

fiancee, who was unable to contact Bornhoft unti l 

arollnd 10 a.m. 

She found out that Haywood was barely 

awake hours earlier when her fiancee noticed tbat 

everything wasn't al l right. 

"She was like, stroking the back of his head," 

Bornhoft said, "and then he heard a gurgling sOllnd 

and th en he lifted up, leaned over to see she was 

gasping for air:' 

H aywood's fiancee, who was unavailable for 

comment, told Bornhoft he called an ambulance as 

soon as it happened. 

Then he attempted to resuscitate Haywood 

before the emergency medics arrived. 

"The nurse told him at the hospital that she 

didn't suffer, that there was no pain and she JUSt 

went rea lly quick;' Bornhoft said . 

She called Smith as soon as she hea rd what 

happened, then informed Principal Jerry Bexten 

.that a staff member had passed away. 

Bexten, along with G uidance Departmenr 

Head Lynda Molyneaux, decided to wait until they 

felt it was the proper time to inform students. 

Bexten d id, however, write a confidential note 

to the staff with the information shortly after he 

Continued to Haywood on Page 3 
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Teens learn 
• 

to appreciate 

differences 
BY C L~ I RE ANDERSON 

It's a place for everyone. 

Unitown, sponsored by The 

National Conference for Community 

and Jusrice (NCCJ ), will rake place 

during the weeke nd of March 10-14. 

Unitown is a program that promotes 

leadership ski lls and diversi ry awareness 

in teens, social gu idance counselor Ron 

Moore said . 

"It's a place to go to be accepred , be 

equal and to find a way to come back into 

the world;' he sa id. 

The aim of Uni town is to bring back 

the golde n rule, to creat others as you 

MOORE 

would like th em to 

trear yo u. 

"The primary 

concept o( social 

justice is equality, 

understanding and 

acceptance," Moore 

sa id . 

S t udent s 

will participate in 

exercises, disc ussio ns 

and activities. These acrivities will 

reach srudents about racism, sexism, 

heterosexism and classism. 

The hope is th at upon rheir rerum 

to school the following week, students 

will be more informed and able to pass 

thi s information OntO their peers to 

create a more respectful and inclusive 

envi ronmenr, he said . 

, There are 15 spots allotted to 

Central, 10 of which have already been 

filled, which is a good thing. Moore said . 

Eight specific schools are selected 

to be part of the .four-day, three-night 

program. The program consists of 

60 high school srudents and faculty 

members who are specificI ly chosen. 

Past participants have brought back 

a posi tive attirude and influenced their 

peers to be mOre open-minded about 

"isms" upon return ing from Unitow n, 

Moore said. 

"I know they have because I have 

kept in contact with a lot of the kids from 

w ) evi ~ u !YJl i ~ ~ ~~ , ~ ~ 1 see a",change 

iI't' their> a ttitude and thought:' ,?"o'cess," 

Moore said . 

He said more students will be able 

to participate in Any town, a week-long 

camp during the summer with the same 

concept as Unitown. Any town is open 

to everyone. 

Eagle Doe 

one focus of 

Arts Week 
BY PASCALE ROUSS EL 

Art departmenr head Larry 

Andrews is doing a new project for for 

not only h is art stude nts, but rhe enrire 

school called Eagle Doe, 

The project is for the new Fine Arcs 

Week th ar originred this year. 

"The idea is to get around 25 

ceramic eagles and have Central clubs, 

ANDREWS 

organizations and 

even srudents and 

teachers to decorate 

them however they 

want;' Andrews 

said, 

Whatever they 

put on the eagle will 

have something ' to 

do with the club or 

organiza rion th ey 

are m. 

"Let's say if 

rock climbing does one, they would have 

someth ing on there having to do wirh 

rock climbing." Andrews said. 

They are going to be centerpieces 

for the scholarship auction dinner fo r 

seniors and will be availabl e for' sale. 

"The clubs rhat are doing it will have 

four to six weeks to complere the eagles," 

Andrews said . 

And rews sa id th is was rh e idea of 

Mr. Erickson , a parenr of a former Central 

student. He said th ey brainstormed 

about it, and thought that doing eagles 

would be a good idea, 

"Hopefully, all 25 Eagles will be 

used;' Andrews said. . 

Augusta Ceramics will be providing 

th e ac tual eagles statues, bur Andrews 

said the arr department will not be 

providing many supplies for the people 

doing the art . 

"We can probably supply some 

paintbrushes or glue, but they will have 

to do most of [he work themselves;' 

Andrews said. 

Andrews also said the An doing 

another projecr in April. 
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Junior Kevin Kennedy teaches children at Dundee Elementary school to play chess. He said teaching chess would help pay for the trip to a 
national competition in the spring. 11\e children said they enjoyed high school students coming to show them how to play. 

Club members become teachers 
BY EMMA PHILLIPS 

It was easy to pick out sophomore Alek 

Erickson and junior Kevin Kennedy in the Dundee 

Elementary library. They stood at the front of the 

room and addressed the crowd of 29 elementary 

school students. 

"Welcome to Chess Cl ub," Erickson said. "We're 

"" gq ~1." Je,ac ;JgIJ ... t ~ _ 'l ~ . e ~( ~~ , m . .. . 

. ne srudent·othoughtr Erick:sons commen>e1W 

re d ~nd an t and he responded that the' point of Ch e ~ s 
Club was ro play and most ot [he students already 

knew how, After a hand count was taken, it turned 

out [he vast majority of the students did already 

know how to play. 

Three members of Central's chess team were 

present to help teach, or in most cases, refine students' 

chess skills. Erickson and Kennedy ar rived early and 

set up the chessboards while senior George Blazek 

arrived a little later. 

Bill Kerrey is a parent aide to Dundee 

Elementa t-y's C hess Club. He said he had two sons 

in attendance at D undee, one in the 3rd grade and 

the other in th e 6 th. Kerrey said his sons were very 

enrhusias[ic abour th e game. 

"They both love to play chess;' he said. 

Kerrey said his sons have been playing the game 

for three years, and they both have excelled in ir. He 

also said he thought having experience in the game 

would benefit them later in their lives. 

"It's a very logical game and it teaches rhem to sir 

quierly and think, and it teaches them ro compete in a 

courteous fashion," he said. ' 

He also said he thought being familiar with the 

.10 ~ ~ Z!A ~ hwsf 0u ld help his sons later, in 

~s ,. o£ their ~ ~~~ ~ erforman c e. 

After introducing themselves and getting the 

meering started, Kennedy, Erickson and Blazek 

milled around the room and spent time at tables 

advising players on their next move. 

Kennedy said he got involved with teaching the 

students because Chess Club sponsor and technology 

teacher Drew Thyden asked him to participate. 

He said-helping teach the students would also 

help pay for the Chess Team's trip to the National 

Chess Championships this year, which will be held 

in Wisconsin. Kennedy said he had been sl ightly 

apprehensive about teach ing other to play chess, and 

when he was learning to play the game himself he 

never thought about instructing others. 

"I was kind of nervous;' he said . 

He said his favorite part of teaching the students 

Upcoming 
January 

27-28 Speech, Debate team Hosts Contest · 

was when he was teaching strategiesar:d he could see 

when they began to grasp th e concepts. 

"It's fun to look at them learn and know what 

they're doing;' he said . 

Erickson spent the beginning of the meeting 

teaching 1st grade student Stephen Siy. Siy said he 

enjoyed the game, even though it was new to him. 

"I'd never played it before;' he said . 

For students who were totally unfamiliar with 

the game, Erickson and K ' ~ nncdyh a da d ~ mo~ ~ t ~ ation 

boara attached to' a chalk board where they explained 

slowly and patiently what each piece was called and 

what moves it was able to make, 

Kennedy tutored 4th grade student Lilia 

Hutchinson, who also said she was enjoying herself 

despite her lack of experience with chess. 

Kerrey said he has been playing chess for a long 

time and said he hoped his sons will do the same. He 

said he thought his sons would soon be able to play 

chess just as well, if not better th an him. He also said 

playing chess often becomes a lifetime experience fo r 

talented players. 

Kennedy also sa id he thought introducing chess 

to students at a young age was a good th ing. 

:' It'll help expand their minds, get them 

thinking;' he said . 

The Speech and Debate Team will host a competition on Friday and Saturday. There will be 30 schools and between 400-500 students competing in 

multiple catego ries, such as C ongre ~ s, Lincoln Douglas, Public Forum and Policy Debate. Central's team will not be competing, it will be th e host. Many rooms 

in the building will be filled with students from different schools. State competitions will begin ar the end of M arch. 

28 SAT 

Junio rs and senio rs need to b ring a calculator. number two pencils and other m aterials to the exam. Students will want to have a good nigh t 's sleep 

befo re the exam. A pe n (or the essay is optio nal , and students may bring food and a drink if desired , 

31 All-City Instrumental Rehearsal 

The s ~d e nt s wh o participate in the instrumental part of the All-City Music Festival will be attending their first re hearsa l. T he re hearsa l will las t from 7 

p.m . to 9 p.m . in the Teacher Administrative Center Board of Educatio n Room and AuditOrium / Stage. T here will be o ther rehearsals in February. Stud ents 
are responSI bl e fo r provldll1g transpo rta tion to the rehearsal. 

February 

3-4 School-Wide Talent Show 

~ e annual Road Show performances is Friday [he 3rd at 7 p.m. and Saturday the 4th at 2 p.m. and 7 pm in the auditorium. TIle [heme this year, "Under 

the C. was chosen by rhe advanced drama class. "We thought it was cute and clever, and it represented Central well;' drama teacher John Gibson said. 

4 ROTC Drill Meet 

Junior vars ity and varisty arc competing Feb. 4, at Central. It is an OPS drill meet. They are competing in rwo categories: d rill team regulation and color 

guard . The annual event IS hosted by Central and IS open to the public. The competition begins at 9 am. . ' 

9-11 All City Music Festival and Wesleyan Honor Choir 

The All -City Music Festival is a di strict-wide event involving vocal students and instrumental students. Th C b 
e perrormancc egins at 7 :30 p.m. On Satu rday 

at the Civic Center. Prac tices on Thursday and Friday will be held at Benson . 

OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 

Girls cap 

fulfills te 

expectati 

BY LAUREN CRI \" 

Varsity basketball coach 

Townsend said sen ior Brianne 

a strong player who is one of the' 

on the team. 

"Brianne has played ex 

especially for her first time on 

said. 

He said she has I 

improve throughout the year. I 

has been a leader to the teai1l ill I 

of different ways, but partictl 

defensive play 

"She's a leader defenSlvel\' 

intensity in guarding the ball,:' h, 

think we feed offher energy ,1\ a 

She said her 

light personality 

also added a 

lot to the team 

atmosphere. H e 

said she was always 

laughing or making 

other people laugh. 

"She brings 

fun to the team;' he 

said. 

He said how 

she performed on 

the court was what real ly set 1m 

"Her speed is al most u' 

he said . 

He said it was diflicu l t til 

she had progressed in the 

because she was on junior \ 

year. He said there was no , 

between how she played laSt \ \.n 

year because of th e d ifferelh, 

the two teams, but she h ilJ 

improved , 

"I've been really pIe 

her progress;' he said . "She' 

s[epped up." 

He said she seemed t" b! 

involved in volleyball, but ,I" 
very talented at basketball , 

"If she has a good seni ol \ I 

knows~" he said. "You never k, 

will happen:' 

, 
C 

Science C l u. ~ - .. 

prepares for 

competItIon 

BY KIM BUCK LEY 

Science Club/ Science I 

will help prepare rhose sruu 'el ; 

will attend the Science \ \ . 

competition this spring, Sf" >:"": 

Fredrickson said. 

"Science Olympiad is a n 

that happens every spring." he ,."J 

Fredrickson said thcn' " ., 

variety of events offered at the' 

Olympiad. 

He said the 

c ompetition s 

ranged from robots 

and borrIe rockets to 

fossil classification 

and astronomy. 

. F fed rickson 

said he usually 

takes about 15 

students to the 

Science Olympiad 

competition in 

Lincoln every year. 

"We have a club and kids \I·h ,1· 

to do S cience Olympiad join. 'lh,' 

does more stuff than Science ( ) I\ " 

though;' he said. 

Fredrickson said Scien ce Cl.lr 

meetings every other Wedncsd.l) . 

"We kind of practice for th ,' 

We kind of let (the kids) sce \I.!tJ 

events are;' Fredrickson said , 

He said rhere were abo ur 2ll 

students could participate in ,It 

Science Olympiad. 

Fredrickson said he wish,'" 

was more time to prepare (m . 

Olympiad, but rhe club helps. 

"It's typically kids who cnj<'Y . 

anyways;' ~a id . "W irh the ,1,,1, 

can do more scie nce:' 

Fr:.edri ckson sild the thil1 ~s 

in the club are more fu n than th,' 

students learn in thei r science d,.,,,'· 
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eacher look$ at . options after four-year baHle 

PHOTO BY CLAY LOMNE1HIREGISTER 

reads the label on a bottle of the medication she has taken. The shots help boost 

immune system ar'!d have an 8 percen~ chance of curing any part of her cancer. 

• 'PRIEBE' COfOIRUED FROM PAGE 1A 

fighting an illness you can still have ' a good 

outlook on life. doing what you want to do:' 

Sophomore Samone Starks said when 

teachers visited Priebe. she would give t/'tem 

letters to give to her about staying positive and 

never giving up. 

. She said Priebe is her favorite teacher. 

"She inspired me to never give. up;' she said. 

"Having to come to her class everyday made me 

want to come to school:' 

She said her personality and laugh made the 

entire class love her. 

When ,Priebe told the class eve~yone cried. 

she said. 

"Just ' being herself, just being Miss Priebe 

was inspiring;' she said. 

Ideally she said she would want to return to 

school and continue teaching. She said she was 

only considered to be on medical leave because 

she couldn't bring herself to quit or retire fully. 

"Every day here is different; she said. "The 

people you meet and the connections you make 

with other people .. ." 

Priebe said the cancer started out as 

melano,ma in her scalp. 

It spread over the nen four years. and 

although she has had successful treatments. she 

is not capccr free. 

"Once you face a cancer diagnosis. they 

(docrors) tell me you do~'t become cancer free 

until seven years;' she said. 

She said she didn't want to quit working and ' 

she made an effort to keep coming to school every 

day. 

She said even though she had great. support 

from her family. working was something she 

loved to do. 

"I think it's a little easier to get depressed if 

you don't have something to keep going;' Priebe 

said. 

Scrapbooking and photo albums will 

become one of her new concentrations while 

she waits to make a decision about having more 

radiation treatments. 

H'er husband, a counselor at Burke. artends 

all of her appointments with her. 

She has two children. a son attending 

Universiry of Nebraska- Lincoln and a daughter 

in Seattle. 

She said both of her ~ hildr en call daily and 

they keep touch through email. 

As of right now there are several possibiliries 

and decisions she could make about her cancer. 

. She said radiation and chemotherapy were 

both options she perused before. As of right now. 

she is taking shots to boost her immune system. 

but she 'said they only have a 10 percent success 

rate. 

She will have completed three series of the 

shots by the end of February. at which time she 

will see if they had any impact. 

She has also fo'und supporr through her 

doctor and the Internet. 

She posts and asks question of people who 

are currently going through what she is going 

through. 

She asks what course of action they took 

and how effective it was. 

"I try to stay informed," she said. 

She said by now there were not a whole lot 

of options left. 

"Once it reaches the lungs. there's not much 

hope;' she said. . 

The cancer started as just a lump on her 

scalp that she didn't get checked out for a few 

weeks after she first noticed it. 

"I didn't even notice it at first;' she said. r 
thought it was just an infected hair follide:' 

Then it grew. It got to be as iarge as the tip 

of her finger. 

Apparently there was an even bigger mole 

beneath the skin that wasn't visible. 

Then it spread to her lyphnodes in her neck 

and she went th rough interferon therapy. 

That was supposed to keep the cancer from 

. spreading. but it was unsuccessful. 

She had her first surgery in 2001 . 

Then she underwent chemotherapy and 

radiation treatments. 

"It made me more tired;' she said. "Ir had 

different effects on different days." 

Lately, she said, she has been a litde resistant 

to getting more treatment. 

"I know enough abour cancer to know there 

is not a whole lot of success (in lung cancer):' she 

said . "Seven to 9 percem are not rea l good odds 

to toe:' 

She said she just wanted to focus on getting 

the fluid drained and then start making decisions 

about the next step she will take. if any. 

She said she draines rhe flu id ev~ ry night 

and empties it into little botdes. 

The fluid in her lung was caused by a tumor 

that caused an infection . 

She was hospi talized agai n in early 

January after her firs t chest rube caused anorher 

infection. 

"The chest .x-ray s how ~ d it was filling up 

again;' Priebe said . 

Radiation and chemotherapy are both 

possibi li ties. She could try ocher type of shots or 

just stop fighting all together. 

"Somerimes I think I've been through 

enough;' Priebe said."It doesn't make sense to me 

to go through chemo and be sick all the time. I 

want to enjoy the time I have left:' 

She said the department was planning . 

on hiring a student teacher from Sourh High 

School. 

Principal Jerry Bexten said he read an e-mail 

she wrote to the staff. 

"She has a lot of good friends on staff who 

are concerned about her;' Bexten said. 

He said he knew she had been batding long 

term and when she decided to take a leave. it was 

all based on t he quality of her healch. 

He said she made the decisions day-by-day. 

One day she might have been feeling bereer 

and planned on staying longer, the next day she 

might have to leave immediately. 

ang member says metal detectors would keep guns out of school 
I CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 A 

the student cooperated fully with the 

Bexten said he thinks the administration does good job 

securing the building and campus. He takes suggestions to 

make the building safer very seriously and it is continually a 

discussion at principal advisory and faculty meetings. 

if "".IS important for everyone involved to be safe. Bexten "When we are vigilant watching students it does two 

hi up the. occurrel)ce of administrators getting shot in a things;' he said. "It reassures, students that we are watching 

" hOD! i~ the ~~u11 few "f~~~' The student in that . ~nd .look!.ng out for them and it discourages inappropriate 

I,ad " loaa'ed gun. ancl't.efore anyone could &~f,*,blJll' , Q,; ", ,;u;qv. ru ~ ,s. "o r '" • " " rr:n ~rl1 ... . rrr , . 

r\\'o adults in the room. 

He W JS Ii rsr made aware of the situation at this school by 

. wh" was no t the student's administrator. 

[he student was arrested by resource officer Jesse Stokes 

bUllhd infO the youth detention center. . 

Il ,·.\ren said situations like this were extremely rare, citing 

vn.'rr pn,rp< in high school and middle school. He said it was 

like-Iy to have a report of a knife. but even that was rare. 

B,'xcen related this occurrence with another that happened 

"r yrar teaching at Central, three years ago. 

I Ie ,aid in that case the administration was made aware 

\\" ' .' pon after a student showed it to som~one else. H e said 

\,'.' rched, but couldn't find anything. 

'~\II of the sudden (former resource officer) Randall put it 

,bk," he said. 

'1 he srudent in that instance showed it to someone and 

h,d it in the bathrootn. Another student went to blow his 

JI1,1 the gun fell on the floor. 

"lll Jt gun was our there for awhile;' Bexten said. 

Beca use of that and other factors Bexten felt it necessary 

;]letter home to parents a~d students. and said he hasn't 

our tha t possibiliry for this case e ith e~ . 
In his experience. Bexten said students get caught with 

because they show it to their friends or classmates. 

SAFm AND SECURITY 

There are perceptions about inner-city, schools. he said, 

but he has never herd anything specific to Central. 

He said everyone talks about the time when a gun was 

found at schooL but no one ever is excited about the fact that 

nothing has happened in the building for three years or thar 

there has never been any shootings or wide-spread violence in 

the building. 

Public relations director for Omaha Public Schools 

(OPS) Luanne Nelson said a security policy is different for 

each school. 

"Most administrators want to be out and visible during 

the mornings;' Nelson said. "Things like that ;ue constant:' 

She said each school has a policy, but it is up each 

administration to deal with security. 

Security guard Frank Zavorka said at the beginning of 

the year two shots were fi red at the security van when he was 

driving it. 

Two people were arrempting to steal a car and he pulled 

up behind them. He said they fired at the van or in the air. but 

nothing was hit. 

"I did prevent them from stealing the car;' Zavorka said. 

He said the police came, but they never found who the 

peopie were. This incident was before the security vans were 

properly identified. 

.38 Taurus Special 
This is the type of gun found on a freshman Friday, Jan. 20. 

lie said if any student knows about a weapon at school. 

should tell the firs t teacher they see. ' 

H e said sinfe then all the vans now have OPS Security 

on the side and no car has been stolen. He said the recent issue 

with a student bri nging the gun to school was a great example 

of students looking out for each other. GUNS AT SCHOOL possibility he could get searched, he would give the weapon to 

girl to hide in her locker, so he would appear to be clean . "Ir is kind of a vote of confidence in the staff," Bexten said. 

. . asking us to make the school safe. and were here to do 

We take that respect very seriously:' 

He said when a student found out someone was carrying a 

gun. he went and told an administrator. 

"Everyone is keeping an eye out for each other;' he said. 

Zavorka said Central has the best security of any OPS 

school. Out of 2.600 students. there have only been two guns 

found in three years. 

Senior 'John Doe said he carries a gun to school on a 

regular basis. He said he knows half a dozen people who bring 

them daily. and around 40 who have brought them ever. 

However. that doesn't mean Doe has never been caught. 

He said he was caught with a 9 mm in summer schooL but 

because it wasn't a regular school year he couldn't get expelled 

or anything. He was just kicked out of the program. 
l ie said there are nine security cameras on campus. five 

guards patrolling the school and all assistant principals 

,Jlll inistrators in the hallways during passing periods. 

He said he brought one of his seven guns to school for 

protection. Doe bought them off the street because he said gang 

members needed to carry them. 

One security guard al~o drives around the campus during 

da)'. 

"Out. of all these students. it's only a handful of students 

who cause the problems." he said. 

Doe is a member of the Murder Town Gangstas (MTG) 

19th St. 

Doe never intended to commit violence in the building. he 

said. H e said he just needed to make sure people knew he was 

protected. 

One administrator is watching the security cameras 4uring There is gang activity in the schooL he said. but the security 

force has it under control. H e said it is because of the report 

the security has from students. H e said he gets along with the 

students and they trust him. This way, he said. he has been able 

to stop fights before they happen. 

"What Central needs is metal detectors;' Doe said. 

He said i(there were metal detectors there would be no 

way he co~ld bring a weapon. and he didn't think anyone else 

would bring one either. 

A gun salesman at Midcity Jewelry and Loan said he sold 

a new revolver fo r around $300. He said revolvers were popular 

with people who knew nothing abour guns. "I have never felt unsafe coming to schooL" Bexten said. 
"They don't have a safety on them, and you don't need to 

worry abo ut a clip or anything." he said. 
In a Registey poll of 251 students 70.5 percent of students 

,ren a gun. knife or both in the school building. Of those 

Students 58 percent said they feel safe co~ing to school 

day. 

"We get wind of brewing' activity;' Zavorka said .. "They 

('Students) don't want to see violence in our school either;' 

He said even with the high security that already existed 

in the building. mosr people could avoid getting caught. He has 

been searched four times. He said when he thought it was a 

The easy and dangerous ching about revolvers, he said, is 

anyone could load the bullets and start shooting. 

acuIty, students remember Haywood for her humor, soft-spoken voice 
. 'MIIYW,\nn. CON11NUED FROM PAGE 1A 

we want to do before we 

nee it to the students is make sure we have a 

1 _, , _ r ' V "',~ tcam;' he said. 

This team. which consisted of. two district 

an independent therapist as well as 

from the guidance office. 'was prepared 

ready to help with Haywood's death just 

hou r afte r school officials were informed. . 

Vicki Orsi. a licensed therapist from · 

Wenocl"r Hospital. was in her office at Central 

the news arrived. 

Molyneaux, who knew Orsi was present for 

dJ)" decided to 'caLl her up for some needed 

,fee. 

The other two individuals. Ann Naylor elf the 

Omaha Public Schools' (OPS) employee assistance 

program and M arie Kovar. a psychologist from 

OPS. were asked to assist more than 

just the students. 

"The dis t~ict recognizes that when 

there's a loss in 'a school. that it's not only 

the students that are affected; but the 

staff as well;' Molyneaux said. 

what happened. Bexten felt prepared to .tell the 

students. 

Junior Steve Nightingale already knew 

what happened afrer a staff member 

informed him earlier that day. 

He didn't take the news very well. 

and found comfort with the cafeteria 

and nursing staff in dealing with the 

situation. 

"1 cried about it. 1 was very upset;' 

he said. "It feels like she's on a 'long 

vacation. but the reality is that she's not 

coming back:' 

N aylor. the counselor who spoke 

with the cafeteria personnel immediately 

following the news. works primarily 

with OPS employees to ensure that 

everyone involved is able to handle such HAYWOOD , . Nightingale was not happy about 

how he found out. He said school situations. 

Once the response team was in place and all 

thc counselors in the school had been notified of 

officials knew ~bout it for toO long before they 

notified students. 

"I think they should have told the students 

just as soon as they found out." he said. 

Nightingale admired the way cafeteria 

workers were able to handle the depressing 

n ews~ th e way they still worked and greeted 

students without showing how upset they were. 

He said the fact that they were forced to 

be calm and collected after their loss. but that 

rhe same responsibility could not be expected of 

students was disrespectful. 

Nightingale met 'Haywood his first day of 

high school. H e said she was the nicest cafeteria 

worker he ever knew. 

The twl? became close the th ree years before 

she passed away. ' 

"It was her humor and her soft spoken voice;' 

he said. "Never got in an argument with anybody. 

She was always happy:' 

In addition to the students. teachers and staff 

at Central. H aywood left behind a son. 21 . and a 

daughter. 20. 

To help her family members with general 

expenses. the cafeteria staff opened up a collection 

available to students and teachers. 

The donations. ranging in size from pocket 

change to large sums of money, were made in 

containers in the lunch lines or sent to the kitchen 

office. 

By th e time cafeteria workers ended the 

collecrion and tallied up the money, $553 had 

been raised. 

Even after the containers were removed 

from the lines. $30 was received from reacher 

donations. 

..... 
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Officials from Millard' and Ralston school districts have come up with alte 

the 1891 law saying Omaha ~ublic Schools should grow with the city. OPS superint 

PHOTOS BY CLAY LOMNETH, ZACH PLUHACEK AND MOLLY 

1. Rev. Larry Menyweather-Woods was one of the speakers at the OPS rally. He said the suburban schools were not in support of One City, One School District because they were afraid of the unknown. 2. Affinity Council 
helps prepare sandwiches for the meal served before the speeches and other events started. 3. A member of Northwest High School's color guard stands In front of children from Skinner Elementary. They said the 

Allegiance" in both English and Spanish. 4. Seniors Morgan Conley (left) and Kealra Goodwin talk before the basketball game against Millard South. The "I Love OPS" T-shirts were the subject of some controversy, W 

Millard Athletic Director said some fans were offended. 5. The head of the CoaIHon, a Millard parent, attends a town hall meeting about One City, One School. 6. A member of the Bellevue West Steppers performed for the 

that appeared at the rally. 7. A singer from North High school sings for supporters of One City, One Sctiool DIstrict who came to the OPS rally. 8. Junior Lewis Culilver applauds at the end of the OPS rally. He said he wasn't 
on going to the rally at first, but when he got there he realized how big of an Issue One CIty, One School was. 

Alliance 10riDs to put together first DPS ral' 
IlY MOLLY MULLEN 

"One City, One School is th e most important 

civil rights issue of the 21st century;' Affinity 

Council chairman Ben Gray said. 

He was standing pn the stage in Central's 

auditorium for th e fi rST Omaha Public Schools 

(OPS) rally Saturday, Jan. 14. 

TI1e audien ce was filled with middle and 

elementary schools students who would perform 

for teachers, school board members and members 

of fhe newly created Affinity Council. 

The Affinity Council was formed from the 

African American Achievement Council, the 

Latino Achievement Counci l and the Native 

American Ach ievemenr Council. 

"We're in thi s to win it," Gray said. 

1he th eme of the event was "What is at 

stake t The obviolls focus was integration of West 

Omaha and creating 'equal opportunities for ·all · 

school ch ildren. 

Although not present at the rally, Westside 

middle school parent Tom Blair said he took 

offense to the comments . from OPS officials 

and parents, feeling that they were calling him a 

racist. 

"I look in my 1st grader's class and see 

African American students;' he said, "and it brings 

me great joy:' 

He said it was certainly not his feeling at 

all that his school system or the others. in the 

coalition were racist. 

He said race was not the reason he was 

opposing One City. 

Junior Lewis Culliver attended the rally with 

his litde sister who was singi ng il"\ the Skinner 

Elemenrary School choir. 

"It was more than I thought it would be;' 

Happy Valentine's Day to all the sweethearts of Central 

Your source for 

original 

hard-to-fmd 

merchandise for all 

occaSIons. 

New 

Merchandise 

Everyday! 

1018 
Howard St. 

Omaha,NE 

68102 

342-2972 

Culliver said. 

He was not sure about how to feel about 

One City, One School. 

He said he didn't know if OPS should force 

other schools to be in one district. He said, however, 

the schools in OPS did need improvements and 

more money. Among many common trends in 

the speaches given, one of the most common was 

suppOrt for superintendant Dr. John Mackie!, 

who was sitting in the front row: 

"Dr. Mackie! knows if you take a position 

against the majority, you're treated like the 

minority;' Gray said. "J want you to know that if 

we could withstand it, so can you:' 

He said the situation for OPS looked lonely 

until the rally. He said the coalition had meetings 

and rallies since the summer and this was the first 

time OPS supporters got together. 

Gray also mentioned the importance of the 

school board talking about the issue. School board "You can't learn diversity fro111 ,1 

president Sandra Kosros-Jensen said Mackiel and' . said. 

the school board took immediate action on the There were also' performances "'Ill 
students, starring with the Skinner I . 

School Skyhawks. The entire audi t'l rll 11 

when they sang"We Shall Overcome." 

problem when they realized rhere had been a law 

on the books since 1891 giving OPS the right to 

annex schools within city limits. 

"Thank you for showing compassion for our 

children, and when I say our children, I mean all 

children;' Jensen said. 

John Pan frol11 the Omaha tribe said 

Omaha means "rhose who go upsrream:' He 

said it would be very difficult for someone to go 

against the current, and it was much easier to flow 

downstream. He said going against the current 

took strength and determination. 

"Our people have done that;' he said, "and 

we're still here." 

He said all the children live in one city so it is 

natural for them to live in .one school district. 

Later, the North High men's d",: t: s 

"Let 'us March Until Victory is Won." 

Rebecca Valdez from the Chicano A\\ 

Center gave her entire speech in SpaIl T',T 

translating to English for most of th e .IlL' 

"Only 10 percenr of Larinos ;lrl 

graduates;" she said, "and OPS is 

remarkable job to change rhat:' 

She said she supported One Cit)' 

provied opportunity for .everyone. 

"There are no borders, no lines. Th' 

nothing to keep us from a good educ.HI\" '· 

said. 
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to in.tegrate'their school districts while ~ rying to erase 

+ John Mackiel said he still supports a One City, One School District. 

illard AD says game turned into DPS rally 
BY CLAY LOMNETH 

C"tn1l1enrs made by alumna Susie Buffett 

")( 197 1) during the halftime basketball game 

:-V li!lard South offended sOn:'e of those 

, Ar the home game in the new stadium, ' 

aprcssed her feelings and suppOrt for 

L) ne of those offended was Millard South's 

I Jon Lopez. Lopez said he realized there 

f' eJ'sonal attack" but there was a different 

lie s:lid he knew Principal Jerry Bexten and 

friends with him. 

·Personally, I understand the whole issue of 

'S expansion plan;' Lopez said , 

I Ie- ,,:l id this was an issue of adults bringing 

" in to a political issue and that wa~ what 

"pser about. . 

· Ir', jusr a matter of let's let kids be kids;' he 

'nil' issue of whether or not the One City, 

One School District issue shoUld be brought up at 

athletic events was discussed shortly afterward at a 

monthly metro athletic director meeting. 

The Millard Public Schools Director of 

Activities said he thought the politics should be 

kept out. He said this would make it better for all 

of tb e students and participants-

He said no conclusion had been reached, yet. 

Junior Sarah Maxey said it wasn't fair that 

there was controversy over Bufferr's comments. 

She said everyone has their own opinion on the 

issue and should be allowed to express it. 

Maxey said the issue of One City, One School 

was something that belonged in the schools. 

"Millard students, they get to wear 'Millard 

Forever' (T-shirts):' she said. 

OPS superintendent John Mackiel said he 

has had no conversations with anybody from 

Millard ~ho complained. H e was present at the 

game and said all he saw was a benefactor of the 

school expressing her pride and showing support 

of Central. 

Mackie! said when looking at what happed at 

the game, one must also look at what the Coalition 

has done to ge t their views across. 

Lopez said when there are meetings or rallies 

put on by the Coalition, students are not informed, 

He said they might have parents who know people 

who are going to them and th at is how they can 

find out and get involved. 

"Ultimately, the kids will just have to keep 

rolling with the process of learning," Lopez said. 

Lopez said he and others from Millard 

wanted to put everything behind them. 

Buffett said she did not see anyone was angry 

at the game but heard there was a problem the day 

after. She said she would,have made her speech no 

matter who Central was playi ng. Originally, she 

was told C~ ntral was playing North for th e first 

game and she would have made the same speech. 

"What I said was nor about Millard ;' Buffett 

said, 

She said the eKcitement wasn't even really 

about who Central was playing, but that the team 

finally had a gym to play in and a new lobby. 

Stories she had read and seen seemed to say 

the T -shirts were the big issue, so she wasn't sure 

what Millard representatives were really mad at. 

At the first school board meeting in June, Bufferr 

said she saw groups of Millard students and 

parents wearing pro-Mi llard T-shirts. 

"Is this new that now we're going to keep kids 

out 9f this~" she said. 

Buffett said the One City, One School iss~e 

was something that would have a huge effect on all 

students and they should be allowed to talk about 

it. 

"Why would your group not talk about i t~" 

she said. 

The communications director for Millard 

Public Schools Amy Friedman said lots of 

people from Millard who went to the game were 

offended. 

rowd behavior stifles discussion at open forum 
'O NE CITY' CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A Their voices among others were heard at the meeting that night, 

murmurs slowly sweeping across th e crowd and' escalati ng into yells 

and applause. The Coalition appeared to agree on one thing, that is, 

Since June 6, the date when OPS passed its resolution to annex they wanted OPS out. 

J1Iha of schools in the Mjliard and Ralston districts, parents, "I moved to Ralston because the schools were small;' one parent 

h Jnd educators from across the city had been in tense said prior to the meeting."Ir has the small -town atmosphere:' 

I I u ion. Staci Dorgan, a mother of four Ralston students three of whom 

11" fmc die starr of the rally, over a thousand concerned attend a school that lies within Omaha city limits, felt strongly 

from both sides could be seen floo ding in to th e that One City, One School would have a negative impact on her 

I \' Inn C e nt~al ballroom. They wore T-shirts with the names community. She said 75 percent of RPS's tax base was located 

l 'lI ,chools, loudly debating over the murmur of a crowed filled within Omaha city limits, Should the annexation succeed, th at tax 

"Il,'rg),. base would be gone, 

One parent, Patricia Crum, said she feared for future students "I think.it (OPS) needs to be audited to begin with ," she said. 

. of the changes planned. "I think it's a misuse of funds. If you were in the private industry and 

'\\'hcn you destroy someth ing eKcellenr;' she said, "there are no you were to spend money like that, you wouldn't have a job:' 

that something better could take its place:' Dick Lundquist, a retired counselor from WPS. observed th e 

Crum is the mother ofrwo Millard'-;rlumi'li. ................. ......,.:- e ln6tiOhal ' ~ onfl'ict .' ,.,. ... ,,,,:..-...,, ":'~ . " .. .., 
- . . . "" ... ~ _ ..... - --~ . ~, • ., 'f' .-."~rlll~' ' flO' " ... ~ _:"' .. ,...w .... 

Millard Public Schools (MPS) is a member 0'[ the' Coalition: '''TIlere was a huge amou\)t of tension in the room;' he said. 

offici.ll group containing districts that feel threatened by and "People were very passiona~e about how they fclt about this thing:' 

" C One Cir~ ; One School. Also including RalstOn Public Schools Ali the an'ger, confusion, isolation and energy that were so 

I. Elkhorn and Westside (WPS), the Coalition represents the evident in' the concerns from both sides were to be addressed by the 

organized and staunch op p ~si ti on to the OPS plan . panelists, potentially to r~ach so me kind of consensus. 

"We all (the Coalition schools) feel deeply that the scenario that 

Dr. Mackicl is throwing out there ... is terrifying;' Lundquist said. 

He and other district officials still felt there were things they 

could work on-needed improvements on both sides that were 

brought to the forefront during the meeting. 

While OPS officials describe One City, One School as an 

attempt to level the playing field between districts, Mackie! said 

Millard and Ralston schools would not be negatively impacted in 

any 'way by the plan. 

"All young people may choose, should they so desire, the 

neighborhood schools;' he said. 

Lundquist felt the program went well, especially for the number 

of people in attendance. He sa id he eKpected much more animosity 

than what was apparent . 

"There were some stupid things that were said, but nobody 

called aoybody stupid;' he sai,d. 

,.- Elizabeth- Eynon: Kokrda, the 'attorney lor OPS;- waS-upseC 

by the Ilumerous outbursts in the crowd, especially after audience . 

members were asked to stop by those overse~ing the discussion. 

"I think it was a well-designed program;' she said."Sadly .. . some 

people weren't there to talk about the problems. I was concerned with 

, the aggressive rhetoric rather than a discussion about solutions." 

SA 

Expert talks 

to p~rents 

about plan 
BY ZACH PLUHACEK 

There were plenty of questions for 

John Linsey, the lobbyist for OPS at the Jan . 

10, Parents, Educarors and Pupils (PEP) 

meeting and he seemed to have all the 

answers. 

For the past several years, Lynsey has 

served as a conduit between OPS and the 

Legislature, which recently began a 60-

day session. One of the key topics in the 

session was expected to be school district 

boundaries, primarily those regarding the 

, One City, One School District plan. 

In the plan, which was brought about 

last year by the OPS administration, the 

state's la rgest district claims its right to 

control schools in suburban dist ricts that 

exist within the Omaha city limits. Started 

as an argument over money-per-student 

ratios within the district, the problem has 

since escalated into a battle over integration 

and diversity. 

Linsey has been closely following 

One City, One School. and was asked by 

PEP officials to provide th e organization 

with accurate information to clear up 

misunderstandings and to specify just what 

was happening with the plan. 

The attendees 'of the meeting, held 

in the vocal music room, were especially 

• interested in the particulars of what was 

being considered by the Legislature: who 

was taking what sides on the matter, who 

wasn't taking sides at all and, mostly, what 

interested individuals could do to have their 

input heard by politicians. 

Linsey began by discussing the specific 

legislation he had seen under consideration. 

The proposals ranged from being 

, straightforward ideas to complex plans that 

could take several years and hundreds of 

government officials to put in to action. 

All of them, however, were set to change 

the current state law, which gives OPS the' 

right to control public schools within the 

city. Should th e law be changed, Linsey 

said, the Legislature would be providing "an 

exception to the general rule in th is state:' 

The majority of state senators, he said, 

have yet to express opinions on the matter, 

leaving the decision over di strict boundaries 

mostly undetermined. It is, Linsey said, 

largely u~to the parents, students and other 

people involved to determine what will 

happen. 

He encouraged attendees to write letters 

to their representatives and tell others about 

the conflict, taking on a pro-OPS tone. 

It" lthe only way to 
'for sure if you're 
one with an STD. 

Did you know 
that Clamydia and 
lionorrhea rates in 

Douglas County are 

at least two times 
higher than the 
national rates? 
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Schools ~ . h . ould ... "ever _urn into prisons. 
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MAIL 

Central is a safe school, get over it. Simply check the 

numbers for proof. Do you want to go to a school that has a 

prison-like atmosphere, where metal detectors and lockdowns 

happen multiple times a day? Of course not. This approach is not 

needed at this school in any way, shape or form. 

However, a few misguided students do sometimes bring 

weapons and other harmful things to school. Unfortunately, 

it's almost unavoidable. The number has been very small at this 

school over the years. Again, check the numbers. 

Students at every school in this state bring weapons, from 

nail files, to knives, to 9 mm handguns. 

However, the freshman who was expelled for bringing a 

pistol will be able to return to another OPS school in one calender 

year. That is scary. Maybe this parr of the equation should be 

changed. The problem is where would you put this kid? 

The fact of the matter is, there has never been a shooting at 

Central. A gun ha&n't gone off in the building. There has never 

been a letter sent home to parents explaining a stabbing of a 

faculty member. 

What more can be done? If anything more is done to try 

and prevent crime students would complain more about privacy 

being infringed. 

402.557.3357 

PHOIE 
402.557.3339 

These students are not being sufficiently 

punished, and that is out of high schools' 

hands. More has to be done in the courts 

and in the homes. Where are the parents and 

guardians? There are around 2,500 students 

who walk into this building every day, and 

the administration somehow keeps order. 

EDITORIAL 
The ID badges were a step in the right 

direction, if only students would take it 

seriously. If nearly half of students don't 

feel safe coming to school then why doesn't 

anyone comply with the new ID procedure! 

Would adding more security like metal 

FAX 
The OPINION of 

the Register staff 

At Central alone there are nine security cameras and five 

security guards, one of which patrols the campus in a van to make 

sure no one is entering the building or breaking into cars. We 

also have a school resource officer who is trained in dealing with 

firearms and making arrests. 

What else do people need? There carU be security guards 

at every entrance. There can't be metal detectors. Students don't 

want to walk into Fort Knox every day. 

This is a place to learn. The great thing about Central is the 

students know they are safe. The security guards know everyone's 

names. The students don't have to constantly be reminded about 

the security measures. 

The Omaha Central High School 

Register seeks to inform its readers 

accurately as to items of interest and 

importance. 

The staff strives to uphold the 

principles of journalism in all its 

proceedings. 

The Register is a member of the 

National Scholastic Press Association 

(NSPA), the Nebraska High School 

Press Association (NHSPA), the 

Journalism Education Association 

(JEA), Quill and Scroll and the 

Columbia Scholastic Press Association 

(CSPA). 

The Register is a ten -time Best-in­

Show winner for large newspapers at 

the J EA/NSPA national conventions 

in San Francisco, Boston, Phoenix, 

Dallas ,Washington D.C., Seattle and 

Chicago. 

The Register staff IS also 

responsible for the publication of the 

Edge featu re magazine, which has won 

a first place Best-in-Show award for 

specialty publications. 

The Register has won multiple 

NSPA Pacemakers. 

The Pacemaker is considered 

the Pulitzer Prize of high school 

journalism. It has also won many 

Cornhusker awards from NHSPA. 

It has been awarded Gold and 

Silver Crowns from CSPA for its 

overall work. 

Unsigned editorials are the 

opinion of the Register staff and do 

not necessarily represent the opinion 

of Central High School or its faculty. 

Signed editorials are the op inion of the 

author alone, and do not necessarily 

represent the opinion of Central H igh 

School or the Register staff 

Letters to the editor are 

encouraged. 

They can be sent to the Register at 

124 N. 20th St., Omaha, NE 68102 or 

via e-mail to Central.Journalism@ops. 

org. 

Letters must include the author's 

full name and grade. The use of pen 

names IS not permitted. Unsigned 

le tters will .not be printed. Letters will 

be edited for length, clarity, taste and 

accuracy. 

Misrepresentation of fact will not 

be considered. 

Advertising information available 

by calling (402) 557-3357. If there is no 

one avai lable, please leave a message. 

detecrors help anyrhing! No! 

Students and parents everywhere would go crazy. It would 

bieed out all of Central's nonexistenr funds. It would make 

parents afraid to send their children to what is referred to as an 

academic powerhouse. 

Then there would be no students and no money. Not ro 

mention give an easy hit to the West Omaha parents who already 

think al l downtown (anything past nnd St.) students are thugs 

and gang members. 

If people are scared of intruders then why don't they wear 

the tag that separates them from the outside world! 

This administration is doing everything it can to keep the 

students, faculty and staff safe. 

Matthew. Deabler 
Adviser 

Molly Mullen 
Editor in chiefl 

Ads mgr. 

Clay Lomneth 
News edimr! 

Sports editor 

Astrtka Wllleim 
Opinion ed itor 

lach Pluhacek 
In-depth edimr 

Stephen Wilhelm 
In:depth edi,or 

Matt Wiley 
Asst. in ·depth 

editor 

Justin Valentine 
Ass, . in-depth 

editor 

Joe Delich 
Asst. news editor 

Andrew Reinwald 
Asst. news editor 

Kim Buckley 
Asst. opinion editor 

Bob AI-Greene 
Asst. arts editor I 

Carrooni ~ [ 

Emma Phillips 
Asst. arts editor! 

assr. opinion 

KrIsten Kandall 
Assr. sports edi,or 

Pascale Roussel 
Asst . sports editor 

Elizabeth Wallace 
Junior S,affer 

Patr1ck Breen 
Junior Stalfer 

Claire Anderson 
Junior Staffer 

Courtney Grtfftlh 
Junior S,affer 

Angela Mertz 
Junior S,affer 

Jared Spence 
. Junior S,affer 

Mason Busboom-Plercy 
Junior S':lffer 

Teen concerned with 

parents over lOne Ci 
I honestly don't know the real reason why 

o-ps wanr~ to annex Ralston, Elkhorn and 

Millard, and I had no idea what to expect at the 

Town Hall Meeting. 

No one in the room knew what to expect. 

There were people from both sides, OPS 

supporters, and people from the other three 

districts. It seemed as if most of the audience was 

against OPS. 

The meeting was a waste of time. 

beneficial occurred for either side. 

It was all just for show. 

Politics ruled the Aoor. 

All of the members gave 

a politician's answer. They 

didn't answer the question 

at all, they were just trying 

to save their burrs. and make 

themselves look good. 

Nothing 

parental rights were being stripped away. 

Choice was one of the main issuel 

concerned many of the parents frolll the 

three districts. 

But, if it's about choice, then OPS is 

to them and all students, who attend an 

Public School. 

It seems that they only want what 

is best for thei r children. But, whar 

'children who attend an Omaha Public 

When the annexation fin ally OCCUII, 

will have the choice of going to any school 

city. All teens will 

choice of where rhe)' 

for school. 

people were afra it! 

all the tension in the 

asked 

It was apparent that IT'S MY TURN 
Omaha Public School about the meetlllg. 

woman wh at she 

officials were slaughtered. A Column by Astrika Wilhelm She turned out tc 

The former superintendent Ralston teacher. I 

of Elkhorn dominated the Aoor most all the questions I needed to .. md 

of the time. She was aggressive, unlike very end I asked her for her n.lme. 

OPS superintendent Dr. John Mackie!. She asked me why I n 

The crowd could not be controlled. name and I told her I needed it 

Even when told not to applaud they did, have a concrete source for 111:. 

and for the most part it was for Ralston, It was apparent rim 

Elkhorn, Westside and Millard. scared, but scared of what ' 

Nothing could stop them from Of being fired because d,,· 

showing their support or d islikes. wrong thing! 

People waited for a long rime just "You can put me as :l ' 

to get into the ballroom where the meeting was teacher;' she said. 

held. The workers at Holiday Inn had to open up The exact same thing happened \'.Irh 

another room because so many people were filling who didn't want his name to be in the rOopel. 

the space. Even though this annexation II ,II 

People were rude the entire time. students the most, it seemed as if or.;\· 

When individuals in the audience asked cared. I met a mother of one high schoo. 

questions abour the One City, One School plan, when I asked them what their opinion \\JS , 

they were rudely interrupted by both the audience annexation, they said they didn't know. 

and membe rs of the committee, mostly OPS mother started to push them aside and 

opponents. them to talk to me and give me good ans\\ 

When 2005 alumna Jessica Womack stood I was shocked. 

up and explained why the OPS annexation was a "The meeting is so everybody's 

good thing, many of her opponents turned away heard, not just adults;' freshman Joseph BU 1( ".ef~n 

raising their voice so they wouldn't hear her. from Ralstson said. . 

"Once segreg a ti ~ n is eS(Opped, " edudatiQn" ,e r' -. His.littie-sisrer, Marilyn, said she II dS rhll.rat,/! ' 
excellence and everything else will follow;' she show school support. It seemed they d l.tn·I·_ . .... i r .. 

said. to say anything wrong because it mighr ,""" ,, ~_:!. _ , ._ 

Womack said everyone is avoiding the mother. 

problem of segregation. The entire meeting was pathe tic. 

It was strange to see that so many people need (0 see past their selfishness and the 

had different perspectives on the annexation. Public Schools representatives need ro '[ IIF 

Some blamed money, others said it was best for so passive about this issue. This is the on: , 

the children and others said it was to end all problem can start to be fixed. 

segregation. Are the adults really thinking abo" 

One woman I met was from Ralston. She best for the children? Or are they thi n k.l1 ~ 

said the annexation was completely wrong. She themselves and money? 

wanted to have a choice, and she felt as if her I think the answer is obvious. 

Student finally faces fear 

aliens after a 10~year phobj,'_hPIr 
On Sunday, Jan. 1, I made my New Year's 

Resolution. The resolution, you may ask. To 

. overcome my last fear, that was the task of the 

new year. Few things scare me, but when it comes 

down (0 it, aliens do. My tough assignment was to 

eliminate my fear of aliens, which has lasted over 

10 years. 

It 'all began when I was at a young age of 5. I 

remember it like it was yesterday. My father rarely 

let me stay up after bedtime, 'so when he did, I 

took advantage. I stayed 

up and watched "Close 

Encounters of the Third 

Kind': A chill went down 

my skinny, curved spine. In 

my silly craziness, I watched 

the whole thing. 

In the afternoon, for a special touch. I 

the UFO Cheerios from Bag'N Save. 11,Jt 

everyday I woke up from my peaceful ,,,nl •• n:>vt 

would remember to keep to my difficult t.l,k. ' 

box of crappy cereal kept me motivated el ll . 

whole objective. For ifI strayed, all w ouI ~ ~ " 

The dream that night was freakier than 

The aliens abducted me and took me to rill'll' " ... -

lair in downtown Detroit. I know it's wm J. 

I fought them off with lasers that came l)ll ! 

eyes . I guess in n:y J 

have superpowers. 

while running I 

panicked sweat. I Iud 

rid of my fear. 

Wednesday 

myself a little 

After the two hours of FAKING A SMILE tough mission was 

me our. Every night Iv 

point, I slid under 111)' 

gut wrenching, freaky, aliens 

bombarding the simple 
A Column by Patrick Breen 

people, I never wanted to see an alien again. But 

even without seeing the extraterrestrials, I was 

afraid. So now was the time to do away with my 

last fear. 

OnJan. 2nd, I began the toughest task of the 

last millennium. I started out by forci ng myself to 

watch all the "Star Trek" series. 

Yes, I know, not about aliens, but Leonard 

Nemoy is really freaky. I was easing myself in. I 

had survived the first day, but I felt little progress 

on destroying my fear. Tomorrow would .have to 

be more drastic, I thought. 

The following day I began my advanced 

workout. I went to the library and checked out 

every piece of literature I could find about aliens . 

It took me about one hour to find everything 

I needed. The longest, most excruciating hour 

of my life. These pieces of fine literature ranged 

from'i\/iens Attack" to "Alien Probing". I had to 

return' them three days larer, so I went srraight to 

reading the books. In these books, the "scientists" 

explained about aliens and why they were here. 

If you do not already know, they are here to 

steal are planet, probe us and keep us like pets. 

That wi ll be grear. 

shivering, wondering if"they" were going rn 

or probe me. Either way, I lose. 

Then Thursday I watched the Holy 

alien movies, "Signs'; "Mars Attacks'; and. 

vs. Predator (AVP)". For over six hours I 

my small half-dosed eyeballs watch these 

movies. By the end, a round shiny tear 

slowly from the corner of my eye. r was 

but exhausted. I would have to return rl1t' 

books tomorrow, I said to mysel f, as I 

drifted away into the most peaceful sleep I 

gotten since I was a baby. 

I woke up and my whole perspective 

changed. I wasn't afraid anymore. 

A light from the heavens drifted slowl)' , 

me as the angels sang"Hailelujah': I was free. 

No more did the aliens control me. I 

the library and walked in with the swagger 1 

had before. I looked around the deserted Ii . 

and saw the only person there, the librarian. 

eyes glared with anger. 

I could see the steam roll out of her edrS. 

"Those books are late !" she screamed. 

Now I have a new fear : librarians. 

Is there a librarian cereal? 
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LEnos TO THE EDITOI c_. 
IfIlSTEI YoUl OPINION ' 

POlITICAl CDTOOIIS 

A Column by Stephen Wilhelm 

. 
enior sees vouchers 
s necessary · reform 
Public schools are like. blood­

king leaches with an .appetite for 

dollars fram working Americans. 

They were created to' educate 

Americans for free, but instead, 

lie schaols have become a 

(ding ground far bureaucrats, 

Withoutanycomperition,public 

ools have become complacent, 

refill and cald toward students. . 

Public schoals . receive on 

rage abaut $10,000 per student, 

'ch is about a quarter of a million 

a class of 25. Where is all of that 

ney so ing! If public schools are 

ivin ~ millians of dollars; they 

sr be held accauntable. 

Our schaals are filled with 

eaucrars, who. don't care about 

bur love to spend our maney 

afrer day while they do as they 

se. Schoals must be forced to 

to\'e by implementing the idea 

urvival af the fittest:' 

A recent example is the car 

usrrr where companies' which are 

onnccted from what the public 

Ires. bureaucratic and inefficient, 

replaced by others, which 

ersra nd what th~ public wants 

how to. maximize their limited 

students and receive thei~ vouchers. 

To do this, all money for public 

schools in a state would be pooled 

together and then divided equally 

among all high school and elementary 

students through vouchers. 

With such campetition, schoals 

would no longer be able to count an 

being handed money, which they 

neither have earned nor deserve, or 

be able to ignore the public's demand 

for the best possible education. 

I don't want to beleft in the dust 

because some student in · another 

nation received a better education 

th~n me. Would you? 

I have lived in about a dozen 

states and Canada and have attended 

just as many schools. 

I have seen the decay af the 

schools system in America and 

experienced its horrors first hand. 

I learned that if yau want a gaod 

educatian, then you must fight for it 

and use the rules to your advantage. 

~en I maved to the suburbs of 

Chicago, I chose to attend what was 

said to be on of the best schools in 

the area, Downers Grove South 

H igh School (DGS). 

By the time I learned the truth 

about DGS, it was too late, 

An atmosphere of campetition The school was having major 

cen public schools wauld force problems far over a decade, but did 

m ro change and produce the nothing. as was the same far other 

[-raW 'edtiddbh," ~ hitf!t 'Wttt ; Hi imblic schoOi!l 'rh1ti1'c! iChita-g61\f'ta. , j Jl' 

erican deserves and needs to Hundreds of parents and 

perc wirh fa reign nations: students complained year after year, 

ff a schaal remains stuck in its but the school afficials just sat . on 

iq ua ted ways, then it would see their rear and denied there was any 

srudenrs run aff to rival schaols problem like always. 

wirher away like a plant withaut Students often became angry 

er dnd be replaced by another, because they we're stuck . in an 

rer schaal, which can get the job education system where the school 

e right, the first time. officials and teachers tuned out to be 

The salutian is a statewide what students and pare.nts said. 

chers, which could be used at any Incidents were never isolated, 

lie schaal, and a voluntary busing but widespread.. Student tactics 

rem for students, who want to included anonymous, threatening 

nd a schoal that is not in their letters, phone calls, slicing car tires of 

I ghborhaod. . teachers and protesting in class. 

Thus, all students would have 'The First Amendment gives 

oppartunity 'to attend the school all people the right to a redress of 

their choice, no one would be grievances, but schools act like they 

ted inra anything. public schools have the right to do as they please. 

a whale wauld not lase funding In truth, they act like tyrants with 

competitian would farce schools students . playing the role.' of the 

prove they are worthy to teach oppressed whose money is stolen. 

"I think that it's great that 

we finally get to play a basketball 

game at Central High. I can hang 

out downtown a~d come back and 

watch the game:' 
- laVal Sterling (11) 

Teens take down machine 
On Buy Nothing Day, known as Black Friday to. most Ina recent study canducted by the University afCannecticut, 

consum~rs, a small graup of cancerned citizens decided to. park more than ane in three students thought the First Amendment 

their cars in Wal-Mart's parlcirw !pt and h~d ~ ut 6ier$. p(otestill§, ~ oes la,\? f:.5Jn the t; ig~tS iq?ro.mises,- _ . iii .. .. 

the coriltiaWs business eth~. - ~ ~ ..... , .. ~ ............. ill 'nygiving up' th ~ ir ~gTfc; ~ r ~ lecting ~ o ~~ e !~i ~ tage ~ of 
At least three students were invalved =============== them, young people are allowing the control 

. in the demonstration, which was saon EDITORIAL af this country to slip fram their fingers. The 

moved by law enfarcement officials. democracy students trust is no. longer one . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The pratestors left Wal-Mart's I that represents them. And it's nat neccessarily. 

The OPINION of 
parking lot, but continued to distribute their fault. 

the Register staff 
their fliers and appraach custamers as they These teens, many of whom do. care abaut 

entered the store. the way the government influences their lives, 

The protest was relatively small, at least on the lacallevel, lack the organization and the drive to take cantrol. They lack the 

especially considering the amount of natianal effart that went in faresight to. realize haw much the warld has an impact on them 

to planning it. and, as a result, haw much af an effect they can have on it. 

For any number of st~dents to be invalved in the Many af these students fail to. grasp the importance of 

cammunity in this way, peacefully fallowing laws or even using invalvement and never really experience the effects their pratests 

civil disobedience to. make a change they think needs to. be made, can have. 

is a positive thing and shauld be encauraged in schaals. To. students, gavernment is the name af a class, a class with 

As 'times change, and adalescents regress to. the 1940s 'sart tests, hamework and a grade, like any other 45-minute chunk 

of pal!tical acceptance and ignarance, the pawer to. make change af learning. There is no. extra drive for students to. apply their 

is slipping away as well. Things that were faught far fervently by lessans outside the school walls. Teachers and parents should be 

protestors in the '60s and '70s are being pushed to. the wayside by providing this drive far students who. may not have it otherwise. 

teens who. "don't care about" or "don't know enaugh to have a say Congratulations to the few teenagers who can get involved 

in" the government and their rights. and make change an their own. These 'individuals fit into the 

Many students go. a step beyand apathy, and actually support system well, but are by no. means mare exceptional people than 

more censarship. any others. 

LETTERS, E·MAILS, FAXES, POLLS, CARTOONS 

omecourt brings advantages 
ear Editor, 

I think it's great that we finally get to play a basketball 

me at Central High. I don't have to travel all the way to South 

rnaha to go to the game. I can hang OUt downtown and come 

ck and watch the game. It is about time. 

Vel Starting (11) 

eas Instead of pop beHer for all 
ear Editor, 

I just have a suggestion on another kind of pop or juice to 

t into the vending machines. I think that it would be great 

We had some healthier juices. Tea would also be nice 

Thase diet and non-diet Lipton green teas and iced teas 

e really goad, not to.' mentiolt they are a lot better for us. 

ary McIleniJott (12) 

hair rule resb1cts friendships 
ear Editor, 

I am fine with almost all of the rules in this school. But, 

ere is ane rule that I especially don't like. In my opinion and 

any ather people's opinon; the eight people per table rule is 
orthless. 

The peaple that I sit with at lunch are some of my best 

iends. I feel like this rule is limiting my friendship with other 

ople. My table actually kicked people off because there were 

o many people. 

The teachers won't even let people stand next to a table. I 

eI We should at least have 10 people per table. This way more 

ople get to know each other. 

S s.v.Ilon (10) 

nals before break help pupils 
at Editor, 

Finally, the dreadful finals are officially over and the new 

ester can begin. However, samething has been bugging me 

about finals. I believe they should have been before Winter Break. 

If the finals had been befare the break, my friends and I would nat have had to. 

complain about forgetting everything that we have learned throughaut the semester. 

Despite me getting pretty gaod grades on my finals, some af my friends didn't do. so. 

well because some teachers were still handing out homework the week before exams. 

My cousin in Arizona had her finals before break and could start nice and fresh . 

Most people that I talk to. agree with me and believe that we should write to the 

superintendent and ask why we don't have them before break. We should ask if we 

could have them befare break, and then start fresh. 

Is this a gaad idea ar are we just too. demanding! 

....... nl A"", (10) 

Finals taken too seriously 
Dear Editor, 

Finals have been so overestimated. Everyone makes it 

seem as if yau don't do extremely well, yau juse fail. Well, I lee 

it differently. 

If you try your best and actually study, you're bound to at 

least pass. I believe that finals are jusr a summary of what you've 

learned since day one until the end of the semester. Basically 

that is exactly what finals are all about, but most students dqn't 

see it that way. Most students want to ace every single final. 

But when I toak finals, . they went pretty well. I think 

students shauld treat finals just like any regular test.Juse saying 

the word "finals" puts so much pressure on us. If we see it as just 

a regular test we might do better, as if it was just a regular test. 

V.I Gipson (10) 

II 
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Unexpected reality shines through typica~ Ca ~ 
MOVIE REVIEW ...... 

'FUN WITH DICK AND JANE' 
Starring: Jim Carrey 

BY MOLLY MULLEN 

"Fun with Dick and Jane" was 

unexpectedly good. It is almost 

embarrassing to admit, but it was more 

than just cheap laughs. 

This movie could make anyone 

laugh. It had the obvious slapstick 

comedy where Jim Carrey would spray 

someone with a fire extinguisher, but 

there was also the darker side. 

1l1 ~ whole movie was based off of 

an Em'on-type occurrence. 

Carrey got promoted to be the 

vice president of a major corporation 

called Globodyne and that same day the 

company went under. 

It was something so real it was 

almost sad to laugh at. That's why Jim 

Carrey was the perfect man for the role. 

H e could make someone cry and laugh in 

the same breath, and he' did. 

PtiOTO COURTESY OF COLUMBIA 

Jim Carrey and Ta leoni watch Utelr friends get arrested after robbing a bank Utey planned on robbing themselves. '(hey found themselves bankrupt after .an Enron-esque swindle 

turned to a life of crime. This was a surprisingly good movie, to see Ute always diverse Carrey do sOmething slightly poltUcal was worth, the pr1ce of 1Idm~lon. 

He perfecdy portrayed the rype of 

guy who was JUSt not meant for a life of 

cri me. When he tried to rob a co nvenience 

store he couldn't even retrieve his son's 

water gun from his pocket to do the job. 

Within the 90 minutes of this film, 

Carrey managed to get fired, be depotted, 

have his things repossessed and get even, 

with the corporation that built him up 

just to tear him down. 

But he was JUSt half of the duo. His 

other half, so to speak, was Tea Leoni. 

Both had a lot to live up to in this remake 

of the 1977 movie with the same tide 

starri ngJane Fonda and George Segal. 

Leoni lived up to it, though. She 

seemed to have done something like this 

before. She's worked with comedians 

in serious roles before. Adam Sandler, 

Hollywood's "make 'em laugh" boy for 

nearly a decade worked with her in the 

comedy/drama "Spanglish:' 

If the twO weren't taking their 

jokes from Fonda and Segal, they were 

definitely taking notes from Bonnie and 

Clyde. They were two seemingly good 

people stealing from people who were 

doing wrong. 

For Carrey and Leoni, it was the big 

corporation. 

A great face was put to the 

corporation. Alec Bladwin played the 

CEO of Globodyne. He has t~at 'always 

recognizable voice, dark and scratchy, 

that paints him out to be a villain from 

the start. 

. Not in this pic, however. 

a southern accent and in stead of 

the problems of his corporJ 

went down to h is southern r.lnch 

hunting. This movie very 

made up of pot shots at mo re 

than just Ken Lay. 

Student's obsession with literature makes Oscar Wilde a mu. 
One goal I have set for myself is to create a wardrobe of 

Oscar \ Vilde memorabilia. 

J think it's entirely possible for me to 

iron a picture of h.is on a few T -shirts, perhaps 

write some quotes on a hoodie or purchase 

more pins to add to my collection. 

I would love to be a walking shrine to my 

favorite writer because he deserves it. 

compare to Oscar Wilde and it would be a diffi cult task for 

anyone to even try and emulate him . 

I was introduced to my favori te 

writer when I was reading a, review 

for another book on the Internet and 

the reviewer compared an element of 

the story to Wilde's "1l1e Picture of 

Dorian Gray:' 

I didn't move for seven hours. After I finished reading it, I 

km:w it was the best book I had ever read. 

~ could even go so far as to say it changed my life. 

That may sound dramatic, but it's true. 

Ever since that day I have read everything Wilde has ever 

written. 

I have p ins with his fac;:e on them and I wrote the inscription 

of his tomb on my backpack. 

peeves. For one, I hate it when people have only 

Picture of Dorian Gray;' or went and saw "The 

Being Ernest;' at the movie theater and think that 

them the authoriry to proclaim whether or not the 

btilliant. 

This happened at the bookstore when I was 

collection of his poems and the cashier said, "Oh, 0 " ,It 

I saw that movie about his book, I don't really like hi, 

To inspire myself to be a better writer ii •••• ' I was familiar with the plot of the I like to discuss Wilde's works with others, but I have also 

noticed that I am strangely protective of it as well. 

much;' I asked if they had read anything of his an d the "".r,p« 

I have pictures of him taped up on the wall 

behind my computer monitor and when 

I can't think of a good sentence, I'll stare at 

them and say to myself, "What would Oscar dot' 

aforementioned nov~l and, almost on OPAQUE RAINBOW 
a whim, I went to the bookstore and 

A Column by Emma Phillips bought a copy. 

I believe with my entire being that no writer will ever 

After I got home, I stretchep out on the couch and cracked 

my fresh, new book to the opening page. 

.­
• 
• 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA LINCOLN 

To learn m'ore, come to the NEBRASKA 

table at a .college fair near you or visit 

us online. 

www.admissions.unl.edu 
:NeoIVERSITY OF 

Lincoln 

I don't like the idea of someone reading one of his books 

who I don't feel des~rves to, or won't properly appreciate the 

genius of it. ' 

M y love of Wilde's work has produced several other pet 

Get To 
WORK 
One of the 

highest four­

year graduation 

rates in the 

Midwest 

responded in the negative. 

This may sound extreme, but when I die, I'd Itk~ , 

buried with my complete collection of Wilde's work- , ; 

be cramped, but I'll be content. 

It'll be tattered and yellow, but so will L so it' ll \I <)fl, 

JeaA :},Sel 

sa!Jluno) Pc 
U! pa!pn+s I 

SluapnlS 
"kFl":"_·-

'Questions? Contact us at: admissions@nebrwesleyan.edu, 

402.465 .2218, or 800.541.3818, ext. ,2218. 
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PHOTO cOURTESY OF WARNER BROS. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF FOCUS n:.·nlal~i 

Although actors like Jake Gyllenhaal were 
outStanding, the plot seemed Incomplete. 

MOVIE REVIEW 

Ii. 
'BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN' 
Sta~ring ; Jake Gyllenhaal 

'Brokeback' 

only offers 
I 

'sho'ck value 
BY MOLLY MULLEN 

CIA agent Bob Barnes (George Clooney) Is confronted by memlMirs of the Islamic terrorist organization Hezbollah while trying to arrange a meeting with their leader. 

starred. alongskleJeHery Wrtght and Matt Damon In a tense, Interwo""n pollDeal thriller that was very accusatory of the government and 011 corporations. 
This no-dialogue, no-ending look at 

homosexuality did not stand up to all the heat it got 

from Hollywood. 

ooney gives insight to corruption "Brokeback Mountain" had good moments, 

bur still left the audience confused and depressed at 

the end. 

This is not to say Ang Lee did not deserve his 

BY BOB AI.·GREENE 

1 e ll the greatest of political dramas, fo~ 

,lc tivism-spurring and humanitarian 

" S, could nor achieve the solidity of 

Bob Barnes (George Clooney) returned from a Meanwhile, Bryan Woodman (Matt 

mission in Tehran to find his superiors no longer Damon), an American energy analyst for a Swiss 

valued him, and the system was shut6ng him investment firm, attended the party of an Arabic 

out altogether in pursuit of their own interests, king in an attempt to become the rising prince's 

which mirrored those of the oil companies in the financial adviser. 

region. Barnes' struggle for When tragedy struck his family at the 

truth was;lt the same time party, circumstances gave him the job, and the 

disturbing and pitifuL opportunity to pursue his own obsession with 

'. : 1.lIla" was based 
MOVIE REVIEW 

At the same time, money, distancing him from his family. 

the· merger of twO oil And finally, ~ world away, Wasim (Mazhar ........ if 
, \i" Evil" by Robert 

h )ugh rhe characrers 

him were ' fictionaL 

rep re>ented the true ',SYRIANA' companies, Connex Munir), a young Arabic worker, looked for new 

long. Golden Globe for the movie. 

Regrettably, America, be it the government, It was a good move to bring these serious issues 

business, or intelligence communi ty, was very to light, and he chose a story that was unique and 

much the villain of"Sytriana:' controversiaL 

Thilugh the fiim scarcely mentioned real The movie was exactly like the trailer. There 

politics, it was difficult not to see the implicadons wasn't any more dialogue in the movie than there 

and references to the cutrent presidency, and was in the preview, 

American politics as a whole back to the '50s, An odd comparison would be to "N apoleon 

During that decade the CIA installed a Shah in Dynomite:' That movie started off as a short film 

Iran that 20 years later would lead to the coming until MTV rurned it fearure-length with about 45 

of the Ayatollah, and in the '80s, America gave minutes of wasted reels. 

m ~a e r 's ' bool<;' a - < 

illS look in side the 

- Starring:. George ·Glooney- -- - ana-1(1llen, r i!O >' . " ;. .. , : : ~ a ': i. ,,: ~o t iVe' lii vain, and found himself power ana- purpose i , ~ the t i ~ \ of S:(M!iWi' ~~!ili'" ' ''Brokebacl)Mountain'' starred off as a short 

investigation, headed by drifting more and more towards terrorism Hussein and Osama bin Laden. story. It seems like the writer took exactly what 

oil companies and the the true-hearted but na'ive through his religion. . "Syrian a" puncrured that veil. and will was written in the short story and added sweeping 

\ 11 terro r. -Ill ': convoluted plot has been the 

pi:Jinr among reviewers, but a prepared 

crested brain will have no trouble. 

attorney Bennett Holiday (Jeffrey Wright). The prince who began to employ 

Holiday's involvement with the heads of the Woodman, Nasir AI-Subaai, yearned for ~ ivil 

corporations exposed him ro the darker sides of justice, reclaiming the pride of his people and his 

business and politics. land that the United States had extorted for too 

hopefully receive enough attention to awaken landscape shots and slow motion to make the movie 

those in charge to the fact that we must change. hit that two-hour mark. 

For that reason it is more than a movie, and for The script couldn't have been more that 50 

I I:e' [jim opened as undercover CIA agent that reason it should be seen. pages. Heath Leger may have 20 lines in the entire 

movIe. 

cksoncreates impossible: a credible remake of King Kong' There wasn't even a complete conversarion 

between any of the characters. Some might say this 

added effect because no one ever came right out and 

said "gay" or "fag:' They got desperately close and 

then cut to Jake Gyllenhaal misting up for a few 

seconds. 

BY BOB AI.·GREENE 

[\ l11rl kes have been, as a rule, bad. Especially in recen.t years, when 

. 'c ing churned out as quickly as they can be imagined, they have 

, a despicable cliche of Hollywood, so much that a good remake 

~ i., ,IS rare as it is unappreciated, . 

Luck ily, there are ' directors like peter Jackson, who 

She had Kong to save her, however, and the two soon developed a 

relationship that left her devastated when the great ape was captured to 

be brought to Broadway. Once in New York he of course escaped again in 

search of her, but his doom was already sealed: .. 

At over three hours, "King Kong" ran a little long, to be expected 

of Jackson after "The Lord of the Rings:' It was, however, long iri a way 

that it could be considered epic; the visuals and 

. ill treasure the classics instead of trying to one-up 
MOVIE REVIEW 

. characterization that Iilled those hours enraptured 

the viewer, . ......... I",kson's spectacular new remake "King Kong" is the 

I llf:1 iii mmaker's love and appreciation of the source 

. I. the rools at hand and his own capabilities. 'KING KONG' 

The digitized dde character, played by Andy 

Serkis (who also appeared as tht: ship's cook) of 

Gollum fame; was an astounding achievement. His 

mo.rions were appropriately gorilla-like, something 

severely lacking in the 1976 version. 

11,c year was 1933, The Great Depression swept 

A merica, putting countless people out of work, 

Starring: Naomi Watts 

I11g the vaudevillian Ann Darrow (Naomi Watts). 

Luckily, she was JUSt rhe Size 4 moviemaker Carl Denham, played by 

Black, needed for h is next picture. 

r\, Denham set out for a mysterious destination in the South Seas with 

Jn d scriptwriter Jack Driscoll (Adrien Brody) onboard, there was 

nding sense of do<?m and tragedy. . 

<] lll're were stories of an undiscovered island covered in fog, with a 

·foo t wall so old no one knows who built it, and a creature neither 

nor beast so monstrous it drives men to suicide. 

\".'h en Den ham and the crew came ashore, they were ambushed by 

Jnd Ann was captured to be sacrificed to the great 25-foot ape, 

1 he crew set out to save her, but they were soon to be exposed to horrors 

ter rify ing than they could imagine, and it wasn't much better for Ann. 

The fight scenes and their fluidity also deserve 

acclaim; the stunning scene with Kong versus three tyrannosaurs (besting 

the original's one) was a high point and executed in the best possible way. 

Kong rightfully stole the show, but the human actors did their best. 

Much of the ta·Lk has circled around Jack Black, comedy actor and rock star, 

half of the metal/folk duo Tenacious D. Yes, Black took a chance with this 

dramatic role, but he succeeded, and truly was perfect for the eccentric, 

egotistical Denham role. 

Perhaps the only drawback was the viewer's constant awareness that it 

was certainly Black on the screen; wh~n he fought giant insects at the bottom 

of a ravine, his wide eyes and frantic swinging and kicking comically reflected 

his past roles in movies such as "Saving Silverman" and "School of Rock:' 

Seeing Black that loose made the rest of his performance seem slightly 

restrained. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSAl PICTURES 

Jack Driscoll, played by Adrian Brody, 

faces off against the many horrors of 
Skull Island In pursuit of Kolig. He also 

had to fight off man-eating bugs. 

Even that 30-sec:ond sex scene everyone was 

talking about wasn't all t1ia~ great. There was some 

shock effect. It was also a little surprising to see 

exactly how f~r they would take it. 

But what the bigots, who refuse to see the 

movie, don't realize is that this scene is only one 

of three sex scenes in the film . The other twO are 

between the main characters and their wives, and 

are more graphic and show more nudity . 

What one has to wonder is ~ hy these stars 

chose these roles? Some might say the controversy 

would give them instant name recognition or a leg 

up in Hollywood .. 

These guys were already recognized , 

Anyone who seesJake Gyllenhaal automatically 

thinks "Donnie Darko:' One can see his face on T­

shirts in the hallway all the time. Anyone who says 

they haven't seen "10 Things I H ate About You" is 

l yi~g . 

This is a movie worth seeing just for the fact 

that it is a good conversation and debate starter. 

It doesn't, however go down in the top 10 for 

classic dramas. It doesn't even make the top 10 for 

gay cowboy movies. That is filled up with every 

movie John Wayne ever made. 

What do I know about me 

I know 
my best;~ 

yet to cOme. 

Central High Alumni 
Free Engraving on 
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Omaha, NE 68102 

5435 Center Street 

We'll Create 

A Look 

Especially for You 

M ' F 8:30" 4:30 
Thun till 6:00 

Sat 8:30 " Noon 



~_ ... _. __ .. _ .. _ ...... .t------~~ \ ..... ~ .... 

lOA ARTS THE REGISTER 
OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH 

PHOTO BY LAUREN 

Junior Andrew Wahl plays his guitar in tryouts for Band AJd. Wahl, who has played guitar for four years and Is a member of the band VlrglnaJoyce along wtth three other Central students, Said music Is .to him what words 
a lot of other people. He said the hardest thing he's ever done Is wrHe lyrics, but Junior Trevor Moore, also a member of VlrglnlaJoyce, said Wahl has become much more technical. and better at wrlUng songs. 

Band Aid just one of many gigs for student guilari 
BY ZACH r LU HACEK 

Every day junior Andrew Wahl grabs one of 

his five g uit ~ r s and sits hunched over it for hours, 

picking away at the strings over and over into the 

night. H e is always chasing a form of energy in his 

music, an energy th at is all -imporrant- almost an 

obsession . 

"It's what it's supposed to do;' he said. 

"Animalisti c. You jusr feel so arrg, just going crazy. 

That's wha t r love about it:' 

Wahl has been working towards th is feeling 

for the past three and a half yea rs, since the time 

he first picked up a gu itar. 

, N ~ w ;:: 'O~ ; i de( ed one 'ot' t h ~ b~s t guitarists i ~ ' 

his age group, he has managed to surpass many 

musicians who have been playing for a much 

greater period of ti me than he has. 

He understands, as so meone with a musical 

mother, stepfather and fa ther, the amount of hard 

work and dedication it takes to be the best. 

Ir all starred at the end of 8th grade, when 

Wahl disappeared from his social life. He wasn't 

around to hang out with his friends like he had 

been in middle" school, and no one really spoke to 

hi 111, he said. 

For that summer, he spent arou nd eight 

hours a day in his house practicing tabs, reading 

music and running over the same basic runes his 

teacher gave him. 

"At first it was really hard. I hated going to 

. lessons, I hated playing the guitar;' he said. . 

His mom, a flute and piccolo player in the 

Omaha Symphony, told him to keep working at it; 

she kn ~ - ~ , h 1 . ~ ' e ffo rt ~ o ~ l d paj:. ~~ in the en ~ ,', :,' 

When Wahl showed up for his first year of 

high school. he had changed almost completely. 

His hair was long and shaggy, he listened to 

completely different music and, most of all. he 

was good. 

Junior Trevor Moore has known Wahl for 

four years, and was friends with him at around 

the time he started playing guitar. . 

"His style has changed a lot;' Moore said. 

"He's gotten a lot more technical. He writes songs 

a lot better." 

Moo re and Wahl are both members of 

Virginia]oyce, a hardcore band featuring four 

Central students and a vocalist from Benson. 

Wahl also plays in an acoustic band, Hello 

Miss, with the bass player from VirginiaJoyce. 

Even though he is also familiar with jazz and 

flamenco guitar, two more difficult styles of music, 

Wahl has chosen to devote his time to writing 

h 
~~ '. I • I ' ..... , •• ." J l' J .; 1 , .. ,I' 

ardcorc s ~ mg s . . r .' _ ! . . 

"r love everything abour jazz;' he said. "You 

have to be really talented to play it ... but there's 

nothing like playing for a crowd of people. There's . 

nothing like the energy you get. I'd really like to 

ride this 'thing out and see where it takes me:' 

Whether or not he keeps playing with the 

band after high school. Wahl said he was almost 

certain he would be involved in music as an adulr. 

He believes he has found his "niche" in the 

guitar, one of the seven instruments he has played, 

bur he still wants to learn more, whether it's in 

college or. not. 

"I'm planning to take a year off (after high 

school);' he said."rf this band thing works our, I'm . 

not planning to go to college:' 

He liked the freedom in writing his own 

music, especially given his experience in jaz:z: and 

musical improvisation. 

Wahl starred o~t by working ~ver improvised 

r i lfs ' ~ Iid p~~paring th e ' m~ ~ ~ sh~~ to \ hi ~ friends. 

"What I try not to do is to go listen to music 

to try and get inspiration;' he said." I kinda just go 

down into my baseme!lt, that's where I have my 

little pmp, and I just start messing around. It just 

kinda comes out:' 

Wahl said music, to him, is like ""I'd; 

a lot of other people. 

He was torn between sticki ng wid, 

writing for instruments, someth ing hI' :5. 

comfortable with, and attempti ng 'II 

meaningful lyrics to his music. 

"War bad. Peace good. 0 00, me I'~, 

(Wri ting) lyrics. .. that's j ust not for 111 • 

''I've been thinking about taking vocal ic . 

found the hardest thing I've ever doth 'n 

is write lyrics:' 

The music he writes is alread), ,', 

. pack venues. Hello Miss and Vitgi 

both played for large audiences il' :. 

throughout the area, inclndi ng Ted :;,hl 

The Rock, Caffine Dreams, The F" .. :hh 

other small venues, 3S well as at fr iend· 

members' houses. 

"He's on the professionallevcl,"\!\, I 

"1 don't think he's gotten a break, yet:' 

READY FOR THE JOURNEY OF A LIFET·IME?· 

AT SAl NT LOU IS UNIVERSITY, 

we know you're at a crossroads. Choosing a .college is tough. There's a 

lot to navigate. Fortunately, you've got a great inner compass: belief in 

yourself, your faith and your desire to make the world a better place. 

It's the journey of a lifetime. Are you ready? 

• Ranked one of the top five Catholic universities in the nation 

• On the U.S. News "Great Schools, Great Prices" list for eight years 

• More than 80 majors, including allied health, business and 

engineering 

• Study ~broad, internship and research opportunities 
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ew training room offers proper first-aid to players 

PHOTO BY CLAY LOMNETHIREGISTER 

Ben Kline soaks his Injured ankle In an Ice bath. He was Injured during the Holiday 

and worted for weeks using first-aid and wortouts. 

BY ZACH PLUHACEK 

The Eagles only alhournament player 

for this year's Metro Holiday TournameJlt 

championship was also the only player to sit Out 

of the first real home game in over 30 years. 

Junior Ben Kline, who lead the boys team 

with 19 points in the semifinal victory against 

Bryan and made the Eagle's tie-breaking three 

points in the final minutes of the game, was 

unable to play. against Millard South because of 

an injury. 

In the championship of the Holiday 

Tournament, Kline badly sprained his ankle 

n ~a r the end of the game, playing against the 

then undefeated Bellevue West Thunderbirds 

who won 83-75. 

"I got ready to jump and instead of jumping 

off the floor, I jumped off the guys foot and rolled 

it," he said . 

When he landed, Kline collapsed on the 

floor under the basket, causing officials to stop 

the clock so he could be helped off the court. 

The injury, a second-degree sprain, was still 

bad enough a week later that he was forced to 'sit 

Out the season's first home game at Central Jan. 

6. 

The lobby to the new gym was finished 

which made the first home game in a long time 

possible. He also missed an away game against 

Prep the next day. 

"I would rather play in it," he said, referring 

to the game against Millard South, "(but) a lot of 

the players said it wouldn't feel like a home game 

because we've been playing at' Norris so long:' 

The injuty came at an awkward rime for 

Kline. 

Coach Eric Behrens said he has been making 

vast improvements as an all-around offensive 

player and has become more of an aggressive 

presence on the court. 

"He's always been a really good shooter and 

passer, but I think his ability to create hi s own 

shot and drive better has improved. He's also 

gotten (physically) stronger," Behrens said . 

Kline said he was not concerned that being 

injured would hutt his recent growth as a player. 

He knew what hard work and determin ation 

could do for his furure playing time. 

Once his ankle healed and he began co 

practice again, he said he would be back to his 

old self. 

"You really can't be scared co play on it;' he 

. said. 

For a few weeks following his spill, Kline 

worked with the school athletic trainers to fully 

rehabil itate his ankle. 

They used a combination of first -aid 

techniques to keep it from getting worse and 

workouts co increase the strength and flexibility 

of the joint. 

The new training room, located down the 

hall from the boys locker room on the lower level 

of the gym lobby, gives these trainers the space 

they need to treat Kline's injury, as well as help 

many other srudents in similar siruations. 

Head athletic trainer Suzanne Young said 

the new facility was a much-needed improvement 

over the old office, located next to the girls locker 

room. 

That space, which was roughly the ' size 

of a large closet, could not meet the demands 

that were being placed on it, especially with the 

amount of storage. 

"Football, we had guys lined up in the hall 

waiting to get taped," Young said. "Right now we 

have about six to eight people who come in for 

trea tment Or tape ... and it f1ucruates:' 

Paul Pennington, the former athletic 

director, was in charge of allotting the budget fo r 

the trainers. 

H e was largely 

facilities, as well as 

including a new 

ultrasound machine. 

responsible for the new 

the updated equipment, 

el ectro -stimulation and 

A private donation earlier thi s year provided 

the tra ining office with custom-lit braces and 

splints for students wi th injuries like Kline's. 

After the completion of the room itself, 

Athletic Director Darin Williams sat down with 

Young and decided what add itional equipment 

was still needed. Prinicpal Jerry Bexten approved 

their proposal. 

lllese other systems, including a bike and a 

treadmill, are slated to arrive later this year. 

"We're just getting more equipment for here 

that we can use for physical therapy," Young said. 

"Between Mr. Pennington arid I last year, we kind 

of had an idea of what we wanted . This is one of 

the nicest ones (training rooms), I would say, in 

the city:' 

In fact, the room compares to some college 

. facilities. 

"It's like a division HI school training room," 

Williams said . 

Behrens, who regularly sends 8 to 10 

athletes for taping, wrapping and ice, said the 

space and equipment make healing athletes much 

more efficient. 

"I'm sure Suzan ne has a lot easier time;' he 

said. 

core in final minutes not enough to save indoor game against Gretna 
\\ h,'11 it's too cold to play outs ide, the 

"",<,<'1' team moves inside to stay in shape. 

,"l11 pete in indoor games as part of theit 

ll. '11111 g fo r the school's regular season. 

'1"''' lll J ed by protect ive glass, the Indoor 

( ,'mer turns into a place 

goal. and Central's girls spent much of the game 

on defense. 

In the beginning howevet the teams seemed 

evenly matched. One team would take it into its 

offensive zone and then have to prepare to defend 

.t!' .1l tllosphere of a hockey 

EDITORIAL 
its own goal. ll1 is juggling 

back and forth did not 

produce a goal fo r a whole 

petiod. :wdience at the 

I tdcility usually sees 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I. ,'n both sides slamming 

,'I hl' r into the protective 

The OPINION of 
the Register staff 

Every once in a wh ile 

there was a good push by 

, wall. 

[;. really fun to watch. 

I hesc indoor games are good ways to see 

I f'i.lI'Crs :lre gOi?,g, t,?, ~e _ ~ey ~ , f~ r "r h e re . ~L 

( I ,I, 'i '111 Central team got beat by Gretna 

I' ".1111 ' wcre lopsided in terms of shots on 

a team and a shot on goal. 

Gretna took more shots in the first period, but not 

by much. Central's goalie senior Allison Denton 

made quite a few impressive saves. 

}::~ < ~' f : l / u !1io . r , } li za b e~h Gar,v,in 1 ~ ~s ,r 7 , 
key player 111 the first quarter. She played rougll 
enough to be a hockey player, checking girls into 

the glass for control of the ball. 

81811811 

Her p:lsses were right on target and the 

Eagles moved down the field with ease. All of the 

girls seemed to know every corner of the walls and 

knew exactly where to kick the ball to reflect it to 

a teammate. Eventually though, that energy in the 

first quarter seemed to wind down. 

The second period came around and there 

were extreme differences. Central's girls played 

defense a lot more than they played offense, and 

Gretna shot many more times. 

Something cl icked fo r Gretna in that period. 

The passes got them down onto the Eagles' 

defensive side before anyone could react. 

At the same time, Central began to have 

problems passing. What was before clean, precise 

passes were intercepted from Gretna most of the 
. ,'01 

time. The Eagles spent more time defending than 

trying to score. 

At first, the teams still looked evenly matched. 

LUNCH SPECIALS 

SERVING MEXICAN FOOD 
• Fajitas e Taco's 
• Enchiladas • T amaJes 

Denton would prevent iny scoring, send it down 

the field and wai t for it to come back again. At the 

9:35 mark, however, Denton let one by. 

The goal didn't seem to have a demoralizing ' 

effect on the girls, 'and they at first kept playing 

like before. Garvin again showed skill while 

battling though defenders. Denton seemed back 

on track after making a nice save from a corner 

kick at 5:12. 

. Denton had a good eye and saved a lot of 

goals considering how many shots were taken. 

It still came down to how much her 

teammates would help her out, which would 

improve as the game went on. Senior Katie Gorga 

was a key player in stopping the ball before it 

even ~o t to the R~a~ ie ~? ' ~" ~ ut t~ ~:~ , w;~ , e too. 
many that still got by. The girls seemed to have 

trouble clearing the ball down the field. Staying 

on defense eventually resulted in another goal by 

333-5570 

Gretna, at the 4:13 mark. 

Centtal could be formidable when it was 

on offense, but that didn't happen often. As the 

period went on, the game got rougher. Most times 

when going for the ball, two or three girls ended 

up with their faces pressed against the clear glass. 

The period wound down and with 30 seconds 

left, Gretna scored again. 

Coming right into the th ird period, there 

were some great efforts by the Eagles to try and 

score. However, Central was just not read ing 

Gretna's movements very well. Gretna could now 

execute perfect passes, whereas before the teams 

were evenly matched. 

I n the fou reh period, Central players seemed 

to take a hint and decided to help their goalie. They 

stayed back by Denton and often interrupted the 

ball's path to a sure goal. 

It was good effort th at was a little toO late. 

11212 Chicago Cir. 

School Bus Driv~rs Needed for Laidlaw 
Wages starting at $12.00 an hour 

Apply at: 
90th & Arbor 

391-0191 
FAX 391-1086 

FULL AMERICAN MENU 
• Steaks • Sea Food 

Music, Videos, Gifts, Stationery, Books & Bibles 
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Omaha, NE 68134 
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14001 LSI. 
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Eagles fall 

to Jays at 

BirdCage 
lIY ZAC H PL UHACEK 

Something just wasn't quite 

right when the C reighton Prep Junior 

Jays bea t the Eagles 50-49 in an away 

game on Jan.7, especially considering 

the varsity boys basketball team 

outscored the Jays by 14 points 

offensively. 

Bur then again, there was the 

I S- point spread in free thtows. 

The Eagles, who made only two 

of seven foul shots the entire game, 

failed ro make up for Prep's success in 

drawi ng pena lries, even afrer pulling 

ahead at the end of rhe first hal f. 

Both teams starred out the 

game with little success, remaining 

scoreless until several minutes into 

rhe first period. 

Prep was then able to set the 

mood on the court with a shorr run 

th at left rhe Eagles behind 9-2. 

Ir rook nine minures fo r Central 

ro respond with a countering seven­

poinr lead. 

Vvith fou r minures left in the 

h;dF, sophomore Josh Jones followed 

up a three-point play by senior co­

captain Tim Kanger with a breakaway 

layup. 

Senior co-captain Rodney Grace 

then added three more points, making 

the score 27-20 after drawing the fou l 

on a two-point basket and shooting 

his second and last successful free 

rh row of the night. 

The Eagles lefr the second 

period wirh a lead of rhree points 

afrer scoring a solid six over Prep to 

(oumer their three-point lead at the 

end of the fi rst. 

The begin ning of the second 

half echoed the starr of the game. 

Sophomore Ronnel! Grixby scored 

all seven of rhe teartj's points in the 

third period, while Prep was able to 

put ten on the board to rie the score 

34-34. 

Fans from both sides held on 

righ r as they entered rhe fourrh 

period-and they wouldn't let go, 

as the teams tossed atound leads in 

virtually every play. 

While Grace and his compatrio rs 

upped their offensive gain to 15 

poin ts, the Jays were able to tip the 

scales with an overwhelming number 

of free- throw baskets, placing rhe 

ga me-winning points on the board 

with two successful foul shots in the 

fll1 al seconds of rhe game. 

1he Eagles' last chance was gone 

in the blink of an eye. 

They had their lowest-scoring 

game of the season, held under 50 

points for tlie fir st time and dropping 

to No. 6 in the rankings. 

"One of our goals is always to 

win the bartle at the free-throw line," 

coach Eric Behrens said. "It's very 

hard to win a game when you lose by 

15 free rh rows." 

Behrens said ~ poor offensive 

showing was also to blame, with bad 

shot selection and rushed attempts 

making a crippling free-t hrow battle 

a much bigger problem than it should 

have been. 

Both teams fa iled to make 

successFul use of offensive progress, 

constantly allowing their opponents 

to keep them in check wirh a nearly 

consistent point margin. 

Not much could compare wirh 

the night before when the Eagles had 

a momentus blowout victory against 

Millard South in their first home 

game in decades 

The Prep game d id yield at 

least one outstanding performance, 

however. 

In tHe absence of Central's star 

outside shooter junior Ben Kline, 

who was our of borh weekend games 

due to an injury, Grace scored a game­

leading 18 points. Seven of his points 

composed the Eagles' entire scoring 

offense for the first period. 

"He played really well," Behrens 

said. "He rebounded the ball really 

well, and he scored some important 

po ints down the stretch." 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2006 

THE VARSITY STARTERS 
GIRLS 

TIm !Canger 
senior 

6'2" 

Ronnel! Grlxby 
sophomore 

5'9" 

BOYS 

Ben Kline 
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Junior Jasmine Johnson aHempts to shove past Millard South's senior 
Gina PaieHa In an aHempt to shoot during the first game in a school gym 

in 45 years. The girls beat Millard South 53-41, after starting the third 
period behind 25-21. 

Rachael Dryver 
junior 

5'9" 

senior 

5'U" 

junior 

5'9" 

Girls steal win 

in second half 
BY CLAY LOMNETH 

The gym was packed Friday with an eager crowd murmuring about the new 

lobby and expectations fo r the game. Everyone from alu mni ro cheerleaders, who had 

their "I Love OPS" shirrs on, were hoping for a goo d game, and rhey got one. The 

Lady Eagles beat Millard South 53-41, due in large part ro.1 full -court Eagle press 

that caused rhe Patriots to panic. 

Despire all rhe t~ress, it was a close game, too close for Eagle fans. 

The score started at the 7:01 mark with two free throws made by Millard South's 

junior Jessie Audas. Audas, along with her teammate sop homore Airecel Cisneros, 

would be the Patriots' key players in the game. 

The Eagles answered back not long after that, with a two-pointer From unde rn earh 

the basker from senior. Cherylle Leftall. Under the basket, there was constantly a battle 

for control of the ball. Rebounds were never given up without a struggle from both 

sides. 

The Eagles turned on the hear wirh a full -court press early on. It was a consistent 

thing they have been doing al! year. They like to put the pres~ure on when their 

opponents leasr' expected it. In the first period, Central had some passing issues. Steals 

were common for Millard South and fouls became common for both teams . 

A few shots went in for Central during this quaner, but mostly the ball bounced 

around the rim. The frusrrarion could be sem on the girls faces as most shots were 

rebounded. The quarter ended with few shots by either team, 10-8 with Millard Sourh 

in rhe lead. Coming right into the second period, j unior Jasmine Johnson started off 

the line of baskets. 

, D espite her size, never underesrimare her drive to the middle. Almost every 

single time she attempred a layup', if she didn't make the shor, she got the foul. Fouls 

increa.sed during rhi s period . 

Both rcams got more aggress ive, trying to steal the ball and ending up slapping 

the other player on the arm. 

By the end of the second, however, Millard South was still in the lead , 25-21. , 

Eagle head coach Chad Townsend sa id there wasn't really a major difference 

between the first and second periods, except thar a lor of rhe shots they should have 

had in the beginning didn't go in. 

"We want to play full thmtrl e for foll!' quarters and see what happens;' he s;iid . 

Right in the first few minutes of the third period, junior Rachacl Dryver had a 

scare. Going for a layup, she was knocked dow n and mildly inj ured her ankle. Two 

minutes later, however, she was back in playing as strong as before. 

Especially in this period, the Eagles were very stro ng at getting rhe rebou nds. 

They put the baUup until they came away with the foul. and more ofren than not gOt 
two free points. 

Teen gla 

to see 0 
on T-s 

Students finally h(')!;)n IQ 

interest. After weeks of ;1 p.!tily, 

began showing Suppor; til[ 

Public Schools (OPS) :Ind 

One School. Then, rhq 

shut up about it. 

Students who wore 

shirts to the first game il~.lIl"t 

West were told to ru rn r1:rm 

out. I realize the ad minhlr 

worried about offendi ng " 

a threat of being sued , bu! 

support for the disrrict is !t.dl:' 

needs. 

People need to See 

students love the district . 11111 

"we're bener than you arc" '.' 

was simply a poinr 

of view. 

T-shirts worn 

ar the game agains t 

Millard Sourh, the 

"[ Love OPS" T­

shi rts were school 

approved. They 

were allowed. They 

were an excellent 

idea, despite the conrrOl'c r" 

Millard South. 

But why aren't stlld""r , 

to take initiati,'e and shl1\'. 

support! 1he shirrs weren' " 

The One City, One ",'he"i 

has been called the new ,; 

righ ts iss ue of the c" 11 

student not on ly should be- I ' 

ex'press opinions about th:,. 

shou ld almost be expected [", 

, Energy and support fo r" ' 

alone a district, is hard ro fi r) In' 

of apathy, where barely O\ 'e i ;U ! 

of srudenrs 18 or over ;1C'1l.1 'h 

isnr this a sh ining example ,,f 

involvement! !'viosr Smc1t':',r, 

going to care enough ro go r,' il 

One City, One School m C"[lI1~(' 

shouldn't the administrari tlll kt 

show supporr where they .trt' r. 

. show up : 

The whole "keep ir t'tlt i 

classroom" atrirude is the 1.1.< Ii : 

d is trict needs . Hushing ltf' 

when they are foUowin t; rh(' , 

dangerous. What is that r "J:in ~ 

Be quiet, we might offen t] 

with Out poinr of views .Inell 

our educarion. Even higg,'r 

studenrs finally showing II 

O ne City, One School i; 

finally showi ng interesr in rh, · 

Amendment. 

Studenrs speaking ril t'lr 

in a positive way is a good rhi 

often does it happen! Look .\1 .1 

unity and passion going I'll \\ 

students fight for wlut's righr, 

Boys use real home~court advantage to churn out expected w' 
BY CI.AY LOMNETH 

Scattered among rhe crowd were big, bold letters 

reading "1 love OPS." There was a tension in the air 

that hadn't been equaled since the first foorball game 

in the new sradium. 

As with the first football game, Central came 

away with a win on its home court, ahead of Millard 

South 57-38. Despire a mediocre first-half offensive 

performance, the Eagles took real control of the game 

in the second half. 

Central won the tip [0 starr the game, and 

sophomore Josh Jones began rhe sco ri ng. His first 

two-pointer was almosr foreshadowing. He would 

play an imporrant part again in this game. 

TIle entire first period was a battle. 

Millard took the lead at 2:30, with senior Nate 

Hermanek making a free throw to pur the Patriots 

ahead 8-7, H etmanek was a key player for Millard 

South throughout the game, and th e main reason it 

held on [0 lead as long as it did . 

Central's defense was strong. 

What rhe Eagles did need to warch our for 

though, were the fouls were beginning to srack up. The 

shots the Patriots did get off were at first only from 

the outside. 

When the clock ran out for the first quarter, 

Central grabbed back the lead,I5-Il. TIl is was main ly 

due to senior Rodney Grace, who had a nea r perfecr 

game. Towering over the Millard players, he was a 

rhreat anywhere near the basket. 

Right into the 2nd period, after two points were 

scored by M illard South, Central called a timeout at 

6:14. 

The boys came out with a strong push by senior 

Tim K anger. ' 

Grace was seen under the basket again and 

rebounded nearly every missed shot. Just under two 

minutes later, Central w'as ahead 20-13 this rime. 

TIle Eagles started to really take it from rhere. 

,TIley seemed more energized and alert, but their 

opponents began to take notice. 

The Patriots stepped it up again with a lor of 

attempted three-point shors. 

Most of [he time all it got them was an air ball or 

a turnover,and eventually Patriot senior Josh Nielsen 

made a push through the middle. H e was a player 

the Eagles had to watch out for, and was often t imes 

underestimated and let by: 

Fouls almost doubled in this quarter on both 

sides, almost to the point where someone was on the 

free-throw li ne every time the team had the ball. 

Stupid fouls co uld cosr rhe team the win, and this 

game was nor short of them. 

TIle third quarter was rhe time for sophomore 

Ronnell Grixby ro shine. In addirion to his shots near 

the block: he also had an eye for the th ree-pointers. 

H e, along with Grace aga in , rook the game and 

got Ce ntral to a position it needed. By the end of the 

period, the score was 45 -28, Eagles. 

By this t ime some fans wer'e already out the door. 

A win see med cl early on the way for rhe Eagles. 

G race and Jones were m'ljnr players fo r much 

of the fo urth. Grace srood out with his rebo unding 

performance. However, Mi llard South began to 

match the Eagles basket for basker in the fourth . The 

comeback attempt, though, W ,lS roo li ttle, too lare. The 

clock wound down and rhe fin al score ended 57-38. 

Coach Eric Behrens sa id the major difference 

between the first and second half was the offense. 

After hal ftime, he sa id his team C:ll11e back and played 

better, and everybody started to get shots. Berhens 

said defense still needed work, but it was jusr a matter 

of toning and practicing. 

"You're a lw ay~ try ing to get bette;';' he said . 

TIle end of the game was almost boring. The 

cheers had long faded and the crowd had long real ized 

who the vic [Or wou ld eventually be. 


